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he has ever been acknowledge d.t 


greateſt of Poets, who moſt excell'd wn; 
. * 2 of Poetry. 14 It is 
| u that. in different degrees diſtin 
great Genius's ; The trete 
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man Study, Learning, and Induſtry, which ma- 
ſters ever thing beſides, 


to this. It furniſhes Art With all her Matetials, 


and without it Judgment itſelf can at beſt bye - 
ue! i 


fleal wiſely : For Art is only like a 
Steward that lives on managing the 4 


* carty the greateſt Appearance, 
a Plynt or bes but! is the Gift of Nat 


Eye may better take in, and is therefore more 


_ moſt Criticks are inelimd to 


the vaſt and various Bixtent: of Nature. 


if we eznnot. ſee all the Beauties fo diſtinctiy: as 
in an order d Garden, it is only becauſe the Num- 
ber of them is infmitely g greater. Tis like a co- 
pious Nurſery which contains the Seeds and firft 


can never attain 


Nature. Whatever Praiſes may be gien to 
e = Judgment, there is not even à ſingle 
Beauty to them but is owing to the Invention: 
As in the moſt regular Gardens, _ a 85 


LY 
fitſt can only reduce the Beauties of the latter 


into a more obvious Fig igure, which the common 


entertzin'd with.” And perhaps the reaſon W 
prefer a judicious 1 

and methodical Genius to a great and fruitful co 
g\becaufe they: find it eaſier for themſelves 
purfue their Obſervations through an uniform 

and bounded” Walk of Art, than to comprehend , 


Our Abthor's Work is 4 wild Paradiſe, where 


"7 ProduCtions of OA? Kind, out of which thole _. 
| | "who 85 
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who follow d him have but | ſHleted "INN parti- 
_ cular Plants, each according to his Fancy, to cul- 
tivate and beautify, If ſome things are too luxu- 
riant, it is owing to the Richnels- of the Soil; 
and if others are not arriv d to Perfection or Ma- 
turity, it is only becauſe they are over run and 
oppreſt by thoſe of a ſtronger Nature. Wo 
It is to 7 Strength of this amazi dave 
tion we are to attribute that unequal'd Fire and 
Rapture, which is fo forcible in Homer, that no 
Man of a true Poetical Spirit is Maſter of him 
ſelf while he reads him What he writes is of 
the moſt animated Nature imaginable; every 
thing moves, every thing lives, and is put in 
Action. If a Council be call'd, or a Battle fought, 
you are not coldly informꝭd of what was ſaid or 
done as from a hied Perſon; the Reader is hur- 
ry'd out of himſelf by the Force of the: Poet's 
Imagination, and turns in one place to u Hearer, 
in another to a Spectator. The Courſe of his 
| Vn reſembles. that of the Army he deſcribes, o 
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They þ Show along lite 4 Fire that fweep. 45 oy 
_ Earth before(it.”) Tis hotweber remarkable char 
” RO which is every where vigorous, is not 
d immediately Ac the begin ning f bis 
my Poem d in its * 8 lendor: It 1 


Progrefs 
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equal and conſtant: In Lucan and Statins, it 


PRE FA E 


Progreſs. both upon himſelf and others, and be 
comes vn Fire like a Chariot-Wheel, by its 'own 
Rapidity. Exact Diſpoſition, juſt Thought, cor. 
rect Elocution, poliſh'd — may have been 
found in a thoufand; but this Poetical Fire, this 


Vivida vis. animi, in a very few. Even in Works 


where all thoſe are imperfect: or neglected, this 
can over- power Criticiſm, and make us admire 
even while we diſapprove. : Nay; where this 
appears, tho attended with Abſurdities, it brigh- 
tens all the Rubbiſh about it, till we ſee nothing 
but its own Splendor. This Fire is diſcern'd in 


Virgil, but diſcern' d as thro' a Glaſs, reflected, 


and more ſhining than warm, but every where 


burſts out in ſudden, ſhort, and interrupted 


Flaſhes: In Milton, it glows like a Furnace kept 


up to an uncommon Fierceneſs by the Force 


of Art: In Shakeſpear, it ſtrikes before we are 


aware, like an accidental Fire from Heaven: 
But in Homer, and in him only, it burns every 
where clearly, and every where irreſiſtibly 

I ſhall here endea vour to ſhow, how this vaſt 
Invention exerts itſelf in a manner ſuperior to that 
of any Poet,:thro* all the main conſtituent Parts | 
of his Work, as it is the great and peculiar Cha- 


racteriſtick which lee ws Rom: all 
one Authors. . obne fte 23 
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This * and ruling Faculty was tike- a 
powerful: Planet, which in the Violence of its 
Courſe; drew all things within its Vortex. It 


- 
— 2 
* 


ſeem d — enough to have taken in the whble 
Circle of Arts, and the whole OGompaſs of Na 


ture; all the n Paſſions and Affeckions -of 
Mankind to ſupply his Characters, and all che 
outward Forms and Images of Things for hib 
Deſcriptions; but wanting yet. an ampler r Sphere 
to expatiate in, he open dea ne and boundleſÞ 
Walk for his Imagination and: created a World 


for himfelf in the Invention of Fable. That 


which Ari iftotle calls the Sul Poetry, was firſt 
breath'd into it by Homer. hall begin wich 
conſider in 
the firſt, and 1 ſpeak: f= 
the Deſi; gn. of 4 Poem, and AS: it: as taken for 
Fichion. 0 0 yy i e S bn 
Fable may be divided into che Brokabteziths 


Alles oriral, and the Marvel. The Probable 
Fail is; ches Recital oh futh Actions as tho 
nin the cm- 


they did i nor. happen, yet, might 
mon codirſe of Naturer Ob:of ſuch a 
y did, become Fables b bysthe additional 


tho! they 


the main Sechrr of an Epic P 
oft: Ulyſſes, 3#he + Serthenhent: 


m} [ther Net 
of tb Trojans 


in Taly, or the: W "hh the) Iliad is 


Woch 


1 


* 


nin nahe Part, as it is naturally 
it both as it means 


Epiſodes | 
andi manner } alis them. Of chis ſort is 


0 


5 


on with the molt vehement 
Virgil, for want of. fo warm a Genius, aided 
as well as a greater Length of Time, and contra- 
cting the Deſign of both Homer's Poems into 


Practice, but generally 


R E F A E. 


the Anger of Achilles, the moſt; ſhort and kogle 
Subject that ever was choſen by any Poet. :Yet 
this he has ſupplied with a vaſter Variety of In- 
cidents -and En: cnts, and crouded with a 1 
Number of Councils, Speeches, Battles, and Epi- 
ſodes of all kinds, than are to be found even 15 


thoſe Poems whoſe- Schemes are of the utmoſt 


Latitude and Irregularity. The Action is hurry d 
Spirit, and its whole 
Duration employs not ſo much as fifty Days. 


himſelf by taking in a more extenſive Subject, 


one, which is yet but a fourth Part as large as 
his The other Epic Poets have us'd the ſame 
carry d it ſo far as to 
ſuperinduce a Multiplicity of Fables, deſtroy the 
Unity of Action, and loſe their Readeta in an 
unreaſonable 3 of Time. Nor is it only in 
the main Deſign that 


they ha ve follow d him 
Epiſode and Part of Story. 


draw up their Forces in the e e If he 


has funeral Games for Patrotiut, Higil has the 


ſame for Auchi ſes, and Stat ius Ne than omit 


d e che e of his Action for 


thoſe 


they have been unable to 
add to his Invention, but 
| in every 
given a. regular Catalogue of an Army, 


If he has 
they all 


| == = —_— 


E E F A R 


thaſe of Archemorur. If Ulyſſas viſit the Shades, 
the Meni of Virgil and Sripia of Filius are ſent 
after him! If he be detain d fm He Return by 
the Allurements of Quizft, ſa is Hua by Dido, 
and Rinaldo by Armida. If Achilles be abſent 
from the Army un ther ſcore of a Quarrel thro' 
half the Poem, Randle: muſt abſent him 
fel juſt as long, on the like Account. If he 
gives his Herde a Sait of celeſtial Armour, Vir- 
gik and Faſſo make bord Preſent to theirs. 


Virgil has not only obſerw)d this eloſe Imitation 
2 Homer, — had not led the way, 


Thus the Story of Sinn and the Taling f Troy 
was copied (fays Muaucrolim ) almoſt word for 
word from Piſender; as the 2 Dido and 
Aneas are taken from thoſe ef Medas and Jaſon 
in Apullonins, and ſeveral others in the _ : 
manneg, 11 of i e brig LI ETHI Eto"; 
TO proceed 10 the Alegarical Fable : 2 1 80 
reflect upon thoſe innumerablie Kriowledges, thoſe 
Secrets of Nature and Phyſicab Philoſophy: which 
Hlomer is generally ſuppos d to have wrapt up in 
his Alegories, what a nem and ample deer of 
Wonder may this Conſideration afford us? How 
fertile will that Imagination appear, Which Was 
able to cloath all the Properties of Elements, the 
: Pm ny _—_ the Mind, the en * Vous 


ſupply d the: Want from other Greek Authors, 


a 


whatever! Colntadabions have been allow/dthem: © 


. K BP a G E e 
in Forms and Perſons!) and to introduce; them 
into Actions agreeable to the Nature of the Things 


they ſhadow'd'? This is a Field in which nd ſuc | 
ceeding Poets could diſpute with Homer; and 


on this Hea 
in having enlarg'd his Circle, but for their Judg- 
ment in e contracted it. For when the 
Mode of Learning: chang d in following Ages, and 
Science was deliver dun à plainer manner, it then 
became as reaſonablè in the more moderri Poets 

to lay it aſide, as it was in Homer to an n 
of it. And perhaps it was no unhappy Circum- 
ſtance for Virgil, that there was not in his Time 


are by no means for their Invention 


that Denn upon him of ſo great an Invention, 
as might be c abt of furniſning all thoſe Alle-: 
gorical- parts A Poem. 110 Dy 19353 : 218 N 


The Mar de lious Halle includes whatever is ſu- 
pernatural, and eſpecially the Machines of the 
Gods. If Homer was not the firſt who introduc'd 
the Deities (as Herodotus imagimib) into the Re- 
ligion/ of *Greece;\ he ſeems the finſt who! broug it. 
them into a dyſtem of Machiner) for Poetry, wt 
ſuch an one as makes its greateſt, Importance! 
and Dignity. For we find theſe Authors who 

ha ve ibeen'offended at the literal Nntion of the! 
Gods, conſtantly laying their Accuſation againit 
Homer as:che.uadoubted- Ioventor ve chem. | +a 
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PREF ACE. 
whatever cauſe there might be to blame his M. 
chines in a Philoſophical or Religious View, they 
are ſo perfect in ai Poetick; that Mankind: have 
been ever ſince canteftted; to follow them: None 
have been able to enlarge the Sphere of Poetry 
beyond the Limits he has ſet : Every Attempt 
of "ob Nature has prov'd unſucceſsful; and after 
all the various Changes; of Times and Religions, 
his Gols <ontinge: to this 1 the Gods -of 
W en N þ i Fila 

We come * to che Choradlers oft his Petſons 


** here we ſhall find no Author has everdrawn 


forward, 


Command: We fre Aja an heavy 


_ 


them more by 
by their Manners. Nothing can be more ch 


ſo many with ſo viſible and ſurprizing a Variety; 
or given us ſuch lively and affecting Impteſſions 
of them. Every one has ſomething i ſingulariy 
his own, that no — could have diſtinguiſſid 
their Features, than the Poet has 


tad the Diſtinctions he has obſerv d in the diffe- 
rent degrees of | Virtues and Vices. The ſingle 
Quality of - Courage: is woriderfully diverffyd in 
the ſevetal Characters of the d That of 
Achilles is furious and intractable; that of Diomede 
yet liſt' ning to Advice and ſub ject to 
vy and felf- 
conſidering Valour, in Halen an active audꝭ vigi- 
lant one: The Courage of Aamemmom is irfpi- 
0 by Loye * Empire and Ambition, that of 
10 Cc 


 Menelats 


other natural, open, and regular. 


P R E FA C E. 


Menelaus mixd with Softneſs and Tenderneſs for 
his People: We find in Idomeneus a plain direct 
Soldier, in Sarpedon a gallaht and generous one. 
Nor is this judicious and aſtoniſhing Diverſity to 
be found only in the principal Quality which con- 
ſtitutes the Main of each Character, but even in 


the Under-parts of it, to which he takes care to 
give a Tincture of that principal one. For Ex- 


ample, the main Characters of Ulyſſes and Neftor 


conſiſt in iſdom, and they are diſtinct in this; 
the Wiſdom of one is artiſicial and various, of the 


But they have, 
beſid es, Characters of Courage ; and this Quality 
alſo takes a different Turn in each from the dit. 
ference of his Prudence: For one in the War de- 
pends ſtill upon Caution, the other upon Expe- 
rience. It would be endleſs to produce Inſtances 


of theſe Kinds. The Characters of Virgil are far 


from ſtriking us in this open manner; they lie in 


a great degree hidden and undiſtinguiſh'd, and 


where they are mark d moſt evidently, affect us 


not in proportion to thoſe of Homer. Ris Cha- 
racters of Valour are much alike; even that of 


Turnus ſeems no way peculiar but as it is in a 
ſuperior degree; and we ſee nothing that diffe- 


rences the Courage of Mn ſtheus from that of Ser- 


geſthus, loan bur, or the 2 In like manner it 
ny: be remark: d of Stating 8 Heroes, chat an Air 


{1 | 4. 7 | 
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of - Impetuoſity runs thro' them all; the fame "7% 
rid and ſavage Courage appears in his Cupuneus, 
T'ydens, Hippomedon,' &c. They have a Parity of 
Character which makes them ſeem Brothers of one 
Family. I believe when the Reader is led into 
this Track of Reflection, if he will purſue it through 
the Epic and Tragic Writers, he will be convinced 


how infinitely ſuperior 1 in this Point the Invention 
of Homer was to that of all others. 


The Speeches are to be conſider'd as they flow 
from the Characters, being perfect or defective 
as they agree or diſagree with the Manners of 
thoſe who utter them. As there is more variety 
of Characters in the Hiad, ſo there is of Speeches, 

than in any other Poem! Every thing in it has 
Manners (as Ariftotle expreſſes it) that is, ever 
thing is acted or ſpoken. It is hardly credible 
in a Work of ſuch length, how ſmall a Number 
of Lines. are employ'd'i in Narration. In Virgil 
the Dramatic Part is leſs in proportion to the 
Narrative; and the Speeches often conſiſt of ge- 
neral Reflections or Thoughts, which might be 
equally juſt in any Perſon's Mouth upon the ſame 
Occaſion. As many of his Perſons have no ap- 
parent Characters, ſo many of his Speeches eſcape 
being apply d and judg'd by the Rule of Propriety. 
We oftner think of the Author himſelf when we 
read Vi gil, than when we are enga g'd in Homer: 
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PREFACE 


All which ate the Effects of a colder Invention, 
that intereſts us leſs in the Action deſcrib d: Homer 
makes us'Hearers, and Virgil lea ves us Readers. 
If in the next place we take a View of the 
Sentiments, the ſame preſiding Faculty is eminent 
in the Sublimity and Spirit of his Thoughts. 
Longinus has given his Opinion, that it was in 
this Part Homer principally excell d. What 
were alone ſufficient to prove the Grandeur and 
Excellence of his Sentiments in general, is that 
they have fo remarkable a Parity with thoſe of 
the Scripture : Duport, in his Guomologia Homerica, 
has collected innumerable Inſtances of this ſort.” 
And it is with Juſtice an excellent modern Writer 
allows, that if Virgil has not ſo many Thoughts 
that are low and — he has not ſo many 
that are ſublime and noble; and that the Roman 
Author feldom riſes into very aſtoniſhing Senti- 
ments where he is not fired by the Ilia. 
If we obſerve his Defcriptons, Images, and Si- 
miles, we ſhall find the Invention ſtill predomi- 
nant. To what elſe can we afcribe that vaſt 
Comprehenſion of Images of every ſort, where 
we ſee each Circumſtance and Individual of Na- 
ture ſummon d together by the Extent and Fe- 
cundity of his Imagination; to which all things, 
in their various Views, preſented themſelves in 
an ARG, and had their e taken off 


to 
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to Perfection at M Hear? Nay} he not only gives 


us the full Proſpochs of Thinge, Put Keel wt 


expected Peculiarities: and:BldecViews, [uffobſery' 
by any Painter but Homer. Nochintg is 65 {uv 
prizing as the Deſcriptions of his Bartels; which 
take up no leſs than half che Bind, and are ſup- 
ply'd with ſo vaſt a Variety of Incidents,” that e 
one bears a Likeneſs to another; ſuch: Alete 
Kinds of Deaths, that no two Heroes ate woutided 
in the ſame manner; andfuch a Profuſion of no- 
ble Ideas, that every Battel riſes above the laſt in 
Greatneſs, Horror, and Confuſion. It is certain 
there is not near that Number of Images and 
Deſcriptions in any Epic Poet; tho every one 
has aflifted himſelf with a great Quantity out of 
him: And it is evident of Virgil elpecially, that 
he has ſcarce any Compariſons ann 1 dot 25 
drawn from his Maſter.. 
If we deſcend from hence to che Bros: BY 
ſee the bright Imagination of Homer ſhining out 
in the moſt enlive'nd Forms of it. We acknows 
ledge him the Father of Poetical- Diction, the 
firſt who taught that Language of the- Gods o 
Men. His Expreſſion is like the colouring of 
ſome great Maſters; which difeovers itſelf to be 
laid on boldly, and executed/ with Rapidity. 1 
is indeed the ſtrongeſt and moſt glowing my 
nable, and couch d with the Sea 
Ariftt 


Ari ſlotle "ary reaſon to ſay, 
Poet who had found out Lipid Words ; there are 


in any good Author Whatever. An Arrow is 


juſtly great in proportion. to it: "Tis the Senti- 
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He was the only 


in him more daring Figures and Metaphors than 


impatient to be on the Wing, a Weapon thirfts'to 
drink the Blood of an Enemy, and the like. Yet 
his Expreſſion is never too big for the Senſe, but 


ment that ſwells and fills out the Diction, which 
riſes with it, and forms itſelf about it. For in 
the ſame degree that a Thought is warmer, an 
Expreſſion will be brighter ; and as that is more 
ſtrong, This will become more perſpicuous: Like 
Glaſs in the Furnace which grows to a greater 
Magnitude, and refines to a greater Clearneſs, 
only as the Breath within 1s more poweal, and 
the Heat more intenſe. 


To throw his Language more out of Proſe, 


Homer ſeems to have affected the Compound-Epi- 


thets. This was a ſort of Compoſition peculiarly _ 
proper to Poetry, not only as it heighten'd the 
Diction, but as it aſſiſted and fill'd the Numbers 
with greater Sound and Pomp, and likewiſe con- 
duced in ſome meaſure to thicken the Images. - On 
this laſt Conſideration I cannot but attribute theſe 
to the Fruitfulneſs of his Invention, ſince (as he | 


has manag'd them) they are a Gre of ſupernu- 


merary Pictures 9 the Perſons or Things they 
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are join d to. We ſee the Motion uf Hedtlor's. 
Plumes in the Epithet rar lu the Landſcape -of 
Mount Neritus in that of , and fo of 
others; hich particular Images could not have 
been inſiſted upon ſo long as to expreſs them in 
a Deſcription (tho lbs a ſing le Line) without 
diverting the Reader too much from the Prin- 
cipal Action or Tegan As a Metaphor i a 
ſhort Simile, one f theſe —— is nd 
Dane 10100 3 WI. 
Laſtly, If ——_— his Hier ffn we - ſhall 
be ſenſible what a Share of Praiſe is due to his 
Invention in that alſo. He was not ſatisfy'd 
with his Language as he found it ſettled in any 
one part of Greece, but ſearch'd thro' its differ- 

ing Dialectt with this particular View, to beau- 
tify and perfect his Numbers: He conſiderd 
theſe as they had a greater Mixture of Vowels 
ori Conſonants, and accordingly employd them 
as the Verſe requir d either a greater Smoothneſs 
or Strength. What he moſt affected was the 
Tonic, which has a peculiar Sweetneſs from its 
never uſing Contra ctions, and from its Cuſtom of 
reſolving the Nipthongs into to Sy llables; ſo as 
to make the Words open themſelves with a more 
ſpreading and ſonarous Fluencyl With this he 
min gled the Atric Contraction; the broader Noric, 
an! | he feeblr Wy Which often rejects its 
1 1 Aſpirate, 


/ 


Aſpirate, or takes off its Accent; abet lend 
this Variety by altering i ſome Letters with the 
Licence of Poetry. Thus his Meaſures, inſtead of 
being Fetters to his Senſe; were always in readi- 
neſs ta run along with the Warmth of his Rap- 
ture; and even — give a farther Repreſentation of i 
his Notion in the > Correſpondence of their Sounds by 
to what they ſignify d. Out of al} theſe he has Þ 
deriv'd that Handy which makes us confeſs he 
had not only the richeſt Head, but the: fineſt Ear 
in the World. This is fo. great a Truth, that . 
whoever will but conſult the Tune of his Verſes! 
even without underſtanding them (with the fame 
ſort of Diligence as we daily. ſee practis d in the 
Caſe of Halian Opera r) will find more dweetnels, 
Variety, and Majeſty of Sound, than in any 
other Language or Poetry. The Beauty of his 
Numbers is allow'd by the Criticks ta be copied 
but fainthy by Virgil himfelf, tha they ar ſo 
juſt to aſcribe it to the Nature of the Latine 
Tongue. Indeed the Greek has ſome Advantages 
=" both from the natural Sod of its Fords, and 
the Turn and Cadence! of its V. webe agree 
with the Genius of no other Language. Vigil 
was very ſenſible of this, and . utmoſt 
Diligence in working upla more intractable Lan- 
gnage to whatſoe ver Graces it was capable of," + 
1n S oa never: fail'd o —_— the Sound of 
| tus 
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his Line to a beautiful Agreement wich its Senſe. 
If the Grecian Poet had not been ſo frquentiy c 
lebrated on this Account us the. Rae the only: 
reaſon lis, that ſewer Critics aa ue under ſtood one 
Language than the other -of Halitar· 
naſſns has pointed: — Author's Beau- 
ties in this kind; in his Treatiſe of the ion 
of Words, and others will be taken notiee ui 
the Courſe of the Notes: It ſuſſicen at preſtnt to 
obſerve of his Number, that: they flott viνννſτnο 
much eaſe, ab to mahg One 1 agind Hewmer had 
no other care than to tranſcribe as faſt las the 
Muſes dictated; and at the ſame time with fo 
much Force and inſpiriting Vigour, that they: 
awaken and raife us like the Sound of a Frumpet- 
They roll along as à plentiful River, always in 
motion, and always full; while we are borwaway 
by a Tide of Verſe, the moſt i and yet ahe 
moſt ſmooth iĩmaginab le: TOES YEE 
Thus on whatever ſide we con > Homer, 
what principally ſtrikes us is his e It i 
that which forms the Character of each Fart of 
his Work; and accordingly we find it to hdve 
made his Fable more extenſive and canis than 
any other, his Manners more lively and Arugiy 
mur ed, his Speeches more affecting and muifpoted;: 
his Seutiments more warm and aldi; his na- 
gan & wig — Jos and animated, 
: 40 D N has 
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his Expreſſion more rad and: daring, and his 
Numbers more rapid and vario. I hope in 
what has been ſaid of Virgil with regard to any 
of theſe Heads, I have no way derogated from 
his Character: Nothing is more abſurd or end- 
lefs, than the common Method of comparing 
M rite rs by an Oppoſition of particular 
Paſtages in them, and forming a judgment 
from thence of their Merit upon the whole. We 
ought to have a certain Knowledge of the prin- 
cipal Character and diſtinguiſhing Excellence of 
each: It is in that we are to conſider him, and 
in proportion to his Degree in that we are to ad- 
mire. him. No Author or Man ever excell'd all 
the World in more than one Faculty, and as 
Homer has done this in Invention, Virgil has in 
Judgment. Not that we are to think Homer 
wanted Judgment, "becauſe. Virgil had it in a 
more eminent degree; or that Virgil wanted In- 
vention, r ee polleſt a larger ſhare of 


El 


it: Each of theſe a Authors hed more of 


both than perhaps any Man beſides, and are only 
ſaid to have leſs in Compariſon with one ano- 
ther. Homer was the greater Genius, Virgil the 
better Artiſt. In one we moſt admire the Man, 
in the other the ¶orł. Homer hurries and tranſ- 
ports us with a commanding Impetuoſity, Virgil 
leads us with an attractive Majeſty; Homer 
10 | + Whew: ſcatters 
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ſcatters wth a generous um Virgit beſtous 
with a careful Magnificence: Homer like the Vile, 
pours out his Riches» with a ſudden Overflow ; 
Virgil like a River in its Banks, with a gentle 
and conſtant Stream When we behold theit 
Battles, methinks the two Poets reſemble the He- 
roes they celebrate: Homer, boundleſs and irreſi- 
ſtible as Achilles, bears all before him, and ſhines 
more and more as the Tumult increaſes; Virgil 
calmly daring like Æueat, appears undiſturb d in 
the midſt of the Action, dilpoſe 


s all about him, 
and conquers with Tranquilſity: And when we 


look upon their Machines, Homer ſeems' * _ 
own Jupiter in his Terrors, ſhaking Olympus, ſcat 
tering the Lightnings; and firing the 2 ; 
Vir il like the ſame Power in his Benevolence, 
9 — with the Gods, laying Plaus for Em- 
pires, and regularly ordering his whole Creation. 
But after all, it is with great Parts as with 
great Virtues, they naturally dorder on ſome Im- 
perfection; and it is often hard to diſtingu iſh 
exacdiye where the Virtue ends, or the Faul be- 
gins. As Prudence may ſometimes fink to ſuſ- 
picion, ſo may à great Judgment decline to 
Coldneſs; and as Magnammity may run up to 
Profuſion or Extra vagance, ſo may a great Inven- 
tion to Redundancy or Wildneſs. If we look 
upon Homer i in this View, We mall perceive the 
M 8 . * . chief 
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chief Obiedtion ag inſt * to ch. from. _ 
noble a Cauſe as — Exceſs of his Faculty. 

Among theſe ve may reckon ſome of his — 
vellows Fiftions, upon which ſo much Criticiſm 
has been ſpent as \ ſarpuſing: all the Bounds of 
Probability. Perhaps it may be with great and 

ſuperior Sauls as with gigantick Bodies, "which ex. 
erting themſelves with unuſual Strength, 
what is commonly thought the due Pagans 
of Parts, to become Miracles in the whole; and 
like the old Heroes of that Make, commit ſome- 
ching near Extra vagance amidſt a Series of glo- 
rious and inimitable Performances. Thus Homer 
has his ſpeuing Ha ſes, and Virgil his Myrtles 
diſtilling Blood, without ſo much as contriving 
the eaſy. Incervention of a Deity to la ve the 
Probability. 

It is owing: to the, fame vaſt Lap ating 
his Similes have been thought too exuberant 
and. full of Circumſtances. The Force /of this 
Faculty is ſeen. in nothing more, than its In- 
ability co confine itſelf to that ſingle Circum- 

ſtance upon which the Compariſon is grounded; 
It runs, out into Embelliſhments of additional 
Images, which however are ſo manag'd as not to 
overpower the main one. His — are like 
Pictures, where the principal Figure has not only 
its HERR: given agrevable: to the. _— 
2 ut 
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but is alſo ſer off with occaſional Ornaments: * 
. The ſame will account for his mati 
ner of heaping 
ther in one Breath, when his Fancy 25 
him at once ſo many various and cor 


er 


ſer vation to more Objections of the ſame kind. 
If there are others 7 ſeem rather to wa 
him with a Defect or Narrowneſs of Genius, than 
an: Exceſs of it; | thoſe: ſeeming: Defects will be 
found upon 
the Nature of the Times he lied in. Such are 


vicious and imperfetÞ Manner of his Herdes, 


which will be treated of in che followin 


che Cenfurers und Defenders of Homer. It 
mult be a ſtrange Partiality to. Antiquity to chinł 
with Madam Ducier, that i thoſe Times and Man- 
ners are ſo much the —_ excellent, as they are 
more contrary to ours Who haw be ſo prezu- 
diced in their Favour as. to manly the Felicity 
of thoſe! Ages, when a 
Cruelty rei 


;gn'd/thro' che World, when no Mercy 


* 
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N e to her Homer. 


greateſt 


a Number of Comp 1 


Images The Reader will eaſily endend chis 270 


Examination to proceed wholly from 


his grofſer Repreſentations of the God and the 


t of Revenge and 
was ſhown but for n lake of Lucre, wen che 


— 


g* Bfjuy: 
But I muſt here ſpeak a word of the hn. as 


it is a Point generally carry'd into Extreams both 


PREFACE: 


greateſt Princes were put to the Sword and their 
Wives and Daughters made Slaves and Concu- 

bines? On the other ſide L would not be ſo dali- 
cate as thoſe modern Criticks, who are ſhock'd: at 
the ſervile Offices and mean Employments in 


which we ſometimes ſee the Heroes of Homer en- 


gag'd. There is a Pleaſure in taking a view of 
that Simplicity in Oppoſition to the Luxury of 
ſucceeding Ages; in beholding Monarchs without 
their Guards, Princes tending their Flocks, and 
Princeſſes drawing Water from the Springs. When 
we read Homer, we ought to reflect that we are 


reading the moſt N. Author i in the Heathen | 


World: and thoſe who conſider him in this 


Light, ml double their Pleaſure in the Peruſal 


of him. Let them think they are growing ac- 
quainted with Nations and People that are now 
no more; that they are ſtepping almoſt three 
thouſand Years backward into the remoteſt An- 
tiquity, and entertaining themſelves with a 
clear and ſurprizing Viſion of things no where 


elſe to be found, and the only authentick Picture 
of that Ancient World. By this means alone 
their greateſt Obſtacles will vaniſh; and what 


uſually creates their Diſlike, will become a an 
tisfaction. (36 938 art; Totten 
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to his Gods and Heroes, ſuch as the fun. dart ing 
Phebus, the blue-eyd Palla, the ſiwuft:footed 
Acbilles, &c. w hich ſome have cenſured as im- 
pertinent and tediouſſy repeated. Thoſe of the 
Gods depended upon the Powers and Offices then 
believ'd to belong to them and had «contracted 
a Weight and Veneration from the Rites and ſo- 
lemn Devotions in which they were us d; They 
were a ſort of Attributes that it was a Matter 
of Religion to ſalute them with on al Ogcaſions, 
and an Irre verence to omit, As for the Epithets 
of great Men, Monf. Boileau is of Opinion; that 
they were in the Nature of Sir- Names, and re- 
peated as fuch; for 'the'/Greeks having no Names 
deriv'd from their Fathers, were oblig'd when 
rey mention'd any one to add ſome other Di- 

inction; either naming bis Parents expreſsly, or 
his Place of Birth, Profeſſion, or the like: As 
Alexander Son of Philip, Herodotus of Halicar- 
naſſus, Diogenes the Oynic, Sc. Homer therefore 

complying with the Cuſtom of his Country- 


us d ſuch, diſtinctive Additions as better agreed 


— 


with Poetry. And indeed we have ſomething 
parallel to theſe in modern Times, ſuch as the 
Names of Harold Haeſobt, Ednund Iron: 
fide, Edward Long: baut, Edward the black 
Prince, &c. If yet this be thought to account 
better for the Propriety than for the Repetition, 

22219 „„ "1 7.47, 
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I ſhalt add a farther Conject ure Hefen dividin ng 
the World inte its Ages, Wo" ped al fourth Age 
between the Brazen and" the . one, of Herbe. 
diſtinſt from other Men, a drome Race, who fought 
at Thebes and Troy, are call d Demi-Gods, aud 
live by 'the Cure of Jupiter in the Iſlands of the 
Bleſſed*. Now among the divine Honours which 
were paid them, they might have this alſo in 
common with the Gods, not to be mention'd 
without the Solemnity of an Epithet, and ſuch 
as might be acceptable to them by its colebrating 
their Families, Actions, or Quahties. 

What other Cavils have been ras'd againſt 
Homer are ſuch as hardly deſerve a Reply, but 
will yet be taken notice of as they occur in the 
Courſe of the Work. Many have been oecaſion d 
by an injudicious Endeavour to exalt Virgil; 
which is much the ſame, as if one ſhould Wil 
to praiſe the Superſtructure by undermining the 
Foundation: One would imagine by the whole 
Courſe of their Parallels, that theſe Criticks never 
ſo much as heard of Homers having written firſt; 
a Conſideration which whoever compares theſe 
two Poets ought to have always 1n his Eye. 
Some accuſe him for the ſame'things which they 


8 
overlook or ant in the other; ; as when ny 
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prefer the Fable and Moraliof the Auen to thoſe 
of the Hiad, for the ſame Reaſons which might 
ſet the Odyſſes: above the nent; as that the He- | 
roe is a 9 ws Man; and the Agtion of the one more 
beneficial to his Country Ran it of the other! 
Or elſe they blame him for not doing what he 
never deſign d, a8 becauſe. Aahillet 1586 as good 
and perfect a Prince as Aura when, the very 
Moral of his Poem requir dia co Character 
It is thus that Napii Fs — in his Comp paziſon f 
Humer and Firgil. Others ſelect dale particular 
Paſſages of Homer which are mor ſo labour d as 
ſome that Virgil drew out of them: This is the 
whole Nase naß Fcaliger in his Poetices. 
Others quarrel with what they take for lo and 
mean Expreſſions, | ſometimes thro ai falſe :Del- 
cacy and Refinement, oftrer] from an Ignorance 
of the Grates of theb Original; and then tri: 
umph in the Aukwardneſd of their on Tranſ- 
lations. This is the Conduct of Peruult in his 
Parallel. Laſtly, there are others, wo pretend 
ing. to a fairer Procesding, diſtinguiſh between = 
the perſonal Merit of Homer, and that of his Murk; 
but when they come to aſſign the Cauſes of the 
great Repuation of the lad, they found it upon 
dhe Ignorance of his Times, and che Prejudice of 
thoſe that followed. And in Purſuance of this 
E thap make: thoſe Accidents.(ſuch as the 


. Contention ; 
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Contention of the Cities, &'c.):to he the Cauſes of 


his Fame, which were in Reality the Confequences 
of his Merit. The ſame: might as well be ſaid 
of Virgil, or any great Author, whole: general 
Character will infallibly raiſe many caſual Ad- 
ditions to their Reputation. This is the Method 
of Monſi de lu Motte; who yet confeſſes upon 
the whole, that in whatever Age Homer had liv'd 
he muſt have been the greateſt Poet of his Na- 
tion, and that he may be ſaid in this Senſe to be 
the Maſter even of thoſe who ſurpaſs'd him. 
In all theſe Objections we ſee nothing that 
contradicts his Title to the Honour of the chief 


qual'd by his Followers, he ſtill continues ſuperior 


to them. A cooler Judgment may commit fewer 


Faults, and be more approv'd in the Eyes of One 
Sort of Criticks: but that Warmth of Fancy will 
carry the loudeſt and moſt univerſal Applauſes 
which holds the Heart of a Reader under the 
itrongeſt Enchantment. Homer not only appears 


the Inventor of Poetry, but excells all the Inyen- 


tors of other Arts in this, that he has ſwallow'd 
up the Honour of thoſe who ſucceeded him. 


What he has done admitted no Encreaſe, it on- 


ly left room for Contraction or Regulation. He 
ihew'd all the Stretch of Fancy at once; and if he 


Invention; and as long as this (which is indeed 
the Characteriſtic of Poetry itſelf). remains une- 
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has fail'd in ſome of his Flights, it it was but be- 
cauſe he attempted: every thing.” A Work of this 
kind ſeems like a mig b Tree which riſes from 
the moſt vigorous Seed, is improv d with ĩnduſtry, 
flouriſhes, and produces the fineſt Fruit; Nature 
and Art have conſpir d to raiſe it; Pleaſure: and 
Profit join d to make it valuable: and they who 
find the juſteſt Faults, have only faid;-1 2 few 
Branches ; (which: run — thro a Nichneſt 
of Nature) might be lopp'd into Form to give 
it a more * N ny —_— NA * i: 
- Having now ſpoken of che Beatics: an De: 
fecks of the Original, it remains to treat of the 
Tranſlation, with the ſame View to the chief 
Characteriſtic. As far as that is ſeen in the main 
Parts of the Poem, ſuch as the Fable, - Manners, and 
Sentiments,' no Tranflator can prejudice it but 
wilful Omifſions or Contractions. As" its 2 
breaks out in eve rticular Image, De 
and Simile; 3 — too much 
choſe, takes off from this chiefCharadter./\e i * 
the firſt grand Duty of an Interpreter to give 
his Author entire and — and for the 
reſt, the Diſtion and Vun ii 
proper Province; lince theſe mu 1 
the others he is to take as he finds them: bY 
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It ſhould then be conſiderd what Methods may 

afford ſome Equivalent in our Language for the 
Graces of theſe in the Greek It is certain no literal 
Tranſlation'can' be. juſt to an excellent Original 
in à ſuperior Language; but it is a great Mi- 
ſtake to imagine (as many have done) that a 
raſh Paraphraſe can make amends; for this ge- 
neral Defect; which is no leſs in danger to loſe 
the Spirit of an Ancient, by deviating into the 
modern Manners of Expreſſion. If there be ſome- 
times a Darkneſs, there is often a Light in Anti- 

quity, which nothing better preſerves than a Ver- 
ſion almoſt literal. I know no Liberties one ought 

to take, but thoſe: which are neceſſary. for tranſ- 
fuſing the Spirit of the Original, and ſupporting 
the Poetical Style of the Tranſlation: and I will 
venture to ſay, there have not been more Men 
miſled in former times by a ſervile dull Adhe- 
rence to the Letter, than have been deluded in 
ours by a chimerical inſolent Hope of raiſing 
and improving their Author. It is not to be 
doubted that the Fire of the Poem is what a 
Tranſlator ſhould principally: regard, as it is moſt 
Ukely to expire in his managing: However it is 

his ſafeſt way to be content with preſerving this 
tochis utmoſt in the Whole, without endeavonring 

to be more than he finds his Author is, in any 


particular Place. Tis a great Secret in Writing 


5 * 


PAR E RB AGE 
to know when to be plain, and wheti-poetical 
and figurative; and it is what Homen will teach 

us if we will but follom modeſtly in his Fuot- 
. _ Where his Diction is bold and lofty, let us 
raiſe ours as high as we can; but where his is 

plain and humble, we ought not to! bel deterrd 
from imitating him by the fear of incurringithe 
Cenſure of a meer Eugliſb Critick. Nothi — 
belongs to i lomor — beem more com 
monly —ů— than the juſt Pitch of his Style: 
Some of his Tranſlators having HelHd into Fuſs; 
tian in a proud Confidence of the Sublunei; others 
ſunk into Flatneſs in a cold and timorous Notion 
of Simplicity.'-\ Methinks I feeitheſe: different _ 

lowers: of Homer, ſome! ſurating andi training 
after him by violent eap and Bounds) nem 


tain Signs of falſe Mettle )nothers:tflowly and>ſer=: 
vilely creeping n*his*PFram, 


ſelf is all the time prodeddirigy with lan cumffected 
and equal Ma jeſty before them. Hoever afthe: 
two Extreams one chuld ſooner pardem Frenzy 


than Frigidity e: NατtHhO , a8 tor be dier 
ſach Cenis eridations asche mayugain by that Cha“ 


racter of Style, which his Sens: muſkicagree! 
| together to call. Simplicity and Ithalxnſt ofothe = 
World will-call Dulneſm -iFbereitsawapcejudrand; 
| ee Jumplicity) as wellzast a U¹ubantl: ſnα,jë ? 
ond N . W por 
399 1 the : 


Srhile the oet him: 


the Air of a plain Man from that of a loten: 


| 8 | 8 5 8 - % 


Tis one thing to be tricked up, and another not to 
be dreſsd at all. Simplicity is the un between | 
Oftentation and Ruſticit y., f 
This pure and noble Lapis is no be 
in ſuch Perfection as in the Scripture and our 
Author. One may affirm with all reſpect to the 


inſpired Writings, that the Divins Spirit made 


uſe of no other Words but what were intelligi- 
ble and common to Men at that Time, and in 
that Part of the World; and as Homer is the Au- 
thor neareſt to thoſe, his Style muſt of courſe 
bear a greater Reſemblance to the ſacred Books 
than that of any other Writer. This Conſidera- 
tion (together with what has been obſerv'd of the 


Parity of ſome of his Thoughts) may methinks 


induce” a Tranſlator on the one hand to give 
into ſeveral of thoſe general Phraſes and Man- 
ners of Expreſſion, which have attain d a Vene- 
ration even in our Lan guage from their uſe in 
the Old Te ſtament; as on the other, to avoid 
thoſe which ha ve been appropriated to the Divi- 
nity, and i in a manner pes. v to * and | 
Religion. | Ben 
For a der Proſarmativis ak abt Air ofi — 
plicity, a particular Care ſhould be taken torex- 
preſs with all Plainneſs thoſe Moral Sentence and 


: Proceriiel een which are o numerous in this) 
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Poet. They have ſomething Venerable, and as 
L may ſay Grenier in —— Gravity 
and Shortneſs with which, they ave deliver d: a 
Grace which would be — loſt by endea- 
vouring to give them what we call a more in- 
2 chez 0 4 e made) n in the 
araphraſdame. AH nei 
Perhaps * | lia Fw — ee Graciſms and old 
Words — the manner of Milton, if done with- 
out too much affectation, might not have an ill 
Effect in a Verſion of this particular Work, which 
py = of any other ſeems to require a venerable 
que Caſt. But certainly the; uſe of ndern 
— Var and —— ſuch as Plau, 
Campagne, Funto, or the like (which ſome of his 
Tranſlators. have fallen into) cannot be allow- 
able; thoſe only excepted, without which it is 
impoſſible t to nt the Subjects in was: :living 
Language. CCC 
here are t \Pecr liaritics in Howrer's Diction 
; that are a ſort of Marks or Molen b yponhh every 
Eye: diſtinguiſhes him at firſt fight; 
Thoſe. who are not .. greateſt Admirers look 
upon them as. Defects, and thoſe. who are ſeem 
pleaſed with them as Beauties; I ſpeak of bis 
— — and of his ;Repetitions.' Many 
of the former cannot be done literally into Engliſh 


without veſtgying iheRurgy: of our Language. 
Kt” 123K 995 1 belie ve 


of themſelves into an 


PREFACE. 


I believe ſuch: ſhould be'retain'd as ſlide eaſil 
Erigliſh-Compoun 14, without 


Violence to the Ear or to the r eceĩv d Rules of 3 


Compoſition; as well as thoſe which have re- 
ceiv'd a Sanction from the Authority of our beſt 
Poets, and are become familiar thro' their uſe of 
them; ſuch as the Gn compeing 7 Jove, Sc. As 
for the reſt, whenever any can be as fully and 
11g znificantly expreſt ina ſingle word as in a on 
pounded one, the Courſe to be taken is obvious. 
Some that cannot be ſo turn d as to preſerve their 


full Image by one or two Words, may have Ju- 
ſtice done them by Circumlocution; as the Epi- 


thet au t A Mountain would appear — 5 | 
or ridiculous tranſlated: literally Leaf-ſhaking, 


affords a majeſtic Idea in the Periphros: The 


lofty Mountain ſhakes bis waving N v0ds./\\ Others 
that admit of differing Significations, may re. 


ceive an Advantage by a judicious Variation ac- 


cording to the Occaſions on which they are in- 
trodue d. For Example, che Epithet of Apollo, 
eue, Or far-fhooting, is ca pable of two Explica- 

tions; one literal in reſpec of the Darts and 


Bow, the Enfigns of that God, the other allego- 


rical with regard to'the Rays of the Sun: There- 
fore in ſuch Places where Apollo is repreſented as 
a God in Perſon, I would uſe the former Inter- 
ee and where the Effects of the Sun are 

e . wy deſerib d 


Fr 
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deſcrib d, I. would make choice: of the latter. 
Upon the whole, it will be neceſſary to a void 


that perpetuali Repetition» af the fan Epithets 
which we find in Homen and anhieb, tho it might 


the Ear of thoſe. Times, by mo means. ſo to ours: 


But 9 one may Wait / for B 
them, whete they derive; an -atlflitionialc)/Beaut 


from eee which they are ertiploy” 
and in doing this properly, a Tranſlator! may at 


once ſhe his Fancy ade üg ber 6. N 
[divide 


As for Har a 6 
them into three ſorty % whole Narrations and 


Speeches, of ſingle Sentences, and of one Vere of 
Hemiſfich. K hope it is mat ĩmpoſſi 
ſuch a Regard watheſe, s chen toldſe ſoknown 


Repetition is not ungraceful in tho s 
where the Pignity of the Speaker: renders it a ſort 
of Inſolence to alter his Werds; as in the Meſſa- 


, elles the beſt e u. e 
by the Neameſs. or Diſtance atwhichlitheRepe- 
titions are placd in the Original: When 


| 710 LOKI 684 


be accommodated (as has been already ſhewn) to 
portunities of placing 


yd; 


ble:itoihaye 


"A Mark uf the Author on the one hand, nor to 
| offend. the Reader too much on the other -The 5 


ges from Gods to Men, or- nom higher Powers 
M Iaferiors in, Cetrcerns of State) or where the 
Ceremonial N. Religion ſeems to requite it in the 
ſolemn Forms of Prayers, Oaths,. or the like n 


.. 


vary: | * Expreſſion, 


follow too cloſe one y. 


tor be authorized to omit any : If they be tedi- 
ous, the Authoriis to anſwer Forelt % dais 

It only remains to "—_ of the Verfification 
Homer (as has been {ali d) is perpetually applying 
the Sound toithe:Senſe;{ and varying it on every 
new Subject This is Tadivb one of the moſt e 
quiſite Beauties of Poetry, and attainable by — 
few: I know only of Homer eminent for it in the 
Greek, and Virgil In- Laliue. I am ſenſible it is 
what may ſometimes happen by Chance; When a 
Writer is warm, and fully. 
however it _ be — believed they de- 
ſign'd" this, in whoſe Verſe it ſo manifeſtly ap- 
pears in a ſuperior degree to all others! Fe 


Readers have the Ear to be Judges of it, but 


thoſe who have will fee 1 have endeavour'd s ar 
this-Beauty,»:1: I 4 [13492 {Qt 108 el (11131 1190 
Upon the whole, I aut confeſs my ſelf ut- 
terly incapable of doing Juſtice to Homer. I at- 
tempt him in no other Hope but that hieh one 
may entertain without much Vanity, of giving a 
more tolerable; Copy of him than any entire Tranſ- 


lation in Verſe has yet done. Me have only thoſe 


of Chapman, Hobbes, and Ogilby. ' Cbapman has ta- 
ken the Advantage of an immeaſurable 7 of 
Verſe, notwithſtanding g which chere is ſcarce: any 


Paraphraſe 
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but it is a Qeſtion whether a Profefs d Tranfla- 


poſteſt of his Image: 
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buted to cover His Defects) is a daring fiery 
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Paraphraſe more looſe and rambling than his He 
has frequent Interpolations of four or ſix Eines 
and I remember one in the thirteenth 


nth'Book of che 
Odyſſes, Ver. 3 12. where he has ſpun twenty Verſes 
Yo” „ TY = As Te ain M1 
manner, that one might think he deviated on 
purpoſe, if he did not in other Places of his Notes 
inſiſt ſo much upon Verbal Trifles. He appears 
to have had a ſtrong Affectation of extracking 
promiſe in his Rhyming Preface a Poem of the 
Myſteries he had revealed in Homer; and perhaps 
d to ſtrain the obvious Senſe to this 
End. His Expreſſion is involved in Faſtian, a 
Fault for which he was remarkable in his Original 
In a word, the Nature of the Man may aceount 
for his whole Performance; for he appears from 
rogant Turn, and an Enthuſiaſt in Poetry. His 
own Boaſt of having finiſſi'd half the Hiaud in 
gence his Verſion was performed. But that which 
is to he allowed h nd which very much contri- 
een hich is Tomcthing 
like what one miglit imagine Homer himſelf would 


out of two. He is often miſtaken in ſo bold a 

new Meanings out of his Author, inſomuch as to 
he endea voured to ſtra obvious Se 

Writings, avin the Tragedy of Buſhy & Anboiſe Sc. 

his "Preface and Remarks to have been of an ar- 

leſs than fifteen Weeks ſhews with What Negli- 

im, a | 

that animates his 'Tranſlation, which is fo | 

have writ before he larriv d to Years of Diſcretion. 


Senſe in Beem ibut 5 — and Cirtum 
ſtances he continually lopps chem, and often drbits 
the moſt beautiful. As for its being eſteem d a 
cloſe Tranſlation, I doubt not many have been 
led into that Errot by the Shortneſs of it, which 
proceeds nat from his follow ing the Original Line 
by Line, but from tlie Contractions above-· men- 
tioned. He ſometitnes omits whole Similes and 
Sentences, and 1 15 ] and then guilty 
Rakes: which no. Writer of his Learning could 
have fallen into, but thro' Careleſneſs His Poes 
try, as well as Ogztby's, is too mean for Criticiſm. |. 

It is a great Loſs to the Poetical World that 
Mr. Dryden did got 2 Hiad. He 


has left us only the firſt Book and a ſmall Part 


of the ſixth; in which if he has in ſome Places 


not truly interpreted the Senſe, or preſerved the 
Antiquities it ought to be excuſed on account of 
the Haſte he was obliged to write in. He ſeems 
to have had too much Regard to Chapman, whoſe 
Words he ſometimes copies, and has unhappily 
follow d him in Paſſages where he wanders from 


the Original. Hows tert had he tranſlated the 
whole Work. I would no mare have attempted 
Homer after him than Virgil, his Verſion of whom: 


(notwithſtanding ſome —— Errors) is the moſt 


noble ents ſpicited n I know in any:Lan-' 


4 1 Zguage. 


Hobbes has given us a „— Explanation of the 
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of Mis 
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the firſt in the Commonwealth | 15 Letters, they 


and Gravity. 


been done by any Tranſſater Who has tolerably 


would farther recommend to him, is to ſtudy his 


pe ; - * Y - 
2 ; of * 4 | N 
« } » 


guage. But the: Fate of: great en! s is like 
that of great Miniſters, 'tho” they are confeſſegly 


mult be envy'd and calumniated Ar for\ baing 
at; the Head of it. 

That which in my Opinion es 10 wb 
Endcaveur! of any one who tranſlates' Homer, is 
above all things to keep alive that Ss and Fire 
which makes Bis chief Character. In particular 


Places, where the Senſe can bear any Doubt, to 
follow che ſtrongeſt 


and moſt Poetical, as moſt 
ag with chat Character. To copy him in 
all the Variations of his Style; and the different 
Wa of his Numbers. To preſerve in 
the more active or deſcriptive- Parts, a Warmth 
and Ele vation; in the more ſedate or narrative, 
a Plainneſs and Solemnity; in the Speeches a F al- 
neſs and Perſpicuity ; in — a Shortneſs 
Not to neglect even the little 
Figures and Turns on on the Words, nor ſome- 
times the very Caſt of che Periode. Neither 
to mit or cunfound any Rites" ot Cuſtoms of 
Antiquity. | Perhaps too he ought to include the 


whole in a/ ſhorter Compaſs, than has hitherto 


preſerved either the Senſe or Poetry. What 


Author rather from his * than from any 
' Commen- | 


wW 


* 
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Commentaries, how learned ſoever, or whatever 
Figure they make in the Eſtimation of the World. 
To conſider him attentively in Compariſon with 
Virgil above all the Ancients, and with Milton 


above all the Moderns. Next theſe the Archbiſhop 
of Cambrays Telemachus may give him the trueſt 
Idea of the Spirit and Turn of our Author, and 
Boſſu's. admirable Treatiſe of the Epic Poem the 
-Juſteſt Notion of his Deſign and Conduct. But 
after all, with whatever Judgment and Study a 
Man may proceed, or with whatever Happineſs 
he may perform ſuch a Work; he muſt hope to 
pleaſe but a few, thoſe only who have at once a 
Taſte of Poetry, and competent Learning. For 
to ſatisfy ſuch as want either, is not in the Nature 
of this Undertaking; ſince a meer Modern Wit 
can like nothing that is not Modern, and a Pedant 
nothing that is not Green. 
What 1 have done is ſubmitted to the Publick, 
from whoſe Opinions I am prepared to learn; 
tho' I fear no Judges ſo little as our beſt Poets, 
who are moſt ſenſible of the Weight of this Task. 
As for the worſt, whatever they ſhall pleaſe” to 
ſay, they may giye me ſome Concern as they are 
unhappy Men, but none as they are malignant 
Writers. I was guided in this Tranſlation by 
Judgments very different from cheirs, and by Per- 
ſons for whom they can have no Kindneſs, if an 


| old 
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old Obſervation bei true, that: che ſtrongeſt Anti. 
pathy in the Worldi is that of Fools to Men of 


* . _ 


Wit. Mr. Addi ſon was the firſt whole. Advice deter- 

min d me $0 undertake this Task, who vas pleag'd, 
to write to me qjpon· that Occaſion in ſuchi Terms 
as I cannot repeat withont Vanity. I was obliged 
to Sir Nichard &tecle for a very early Recommen- 
dation of my Undertaking to the Publick, Dr. 
Swift promoted my Intereſt wich that Warmth 
with. which he always ſerves his Friend The 
Humanity and Exankgeſs, of Sir Samuel Garth are 
what I never knew wanting o Oecaſion. . 
muſt alſo acknowledge with infinite Pleaſure 

the many friendly Offices as well as ſincere Cri- 

ticiſms of Mr. Cungreve, ho had led me the 
way in tranſſating ſome Parts of Homer, as 1 
wiſh for the ſake of the World he had prevented 
me in the reſt. 1: maſt add the Names of; Mr. 
Rave and Dr, Parneh,: tho' 1, ſhall take a farther. 
Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the laſt, wWhoſe 
Good - nature (to give it a great Panegyrick) is 
no leſs extenſiye than his Learning. The Fayour, 


of theſe Gentlemen is not entirely undeſer ved b7 


one who bears them ſo true an Affection. But 
what can I ſay of the Honour ſo many of the 
Great ha ve done me, while the Ft Names, of 
the Age appear as my Subſeribers, and the moſt 


diſtinguiſh'd Patrons. and Ornaments af Learning 
J ee: oma 8 
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as my chief Encouragets.”: | » theſe it is 
particular Pleaſure to ms to find, that my higheſt 
Obligations are to ſuch wd hüve done molt Ho 
nour to the Name of Poet. That his Grace the 
Due of | Buckingham was not diſpleas d I ſhould 
undertake the Author to whom he has given (in 
his excellent TOP the Gaol Paſo he ever et 
| receiv'd. ' o gr fr; ; FI Yar 7 5 
Read Homer once, and; you can read 0 more; 3 5 10 
For all things elſe appear ſo mean and pour, 
Verſe will ſeem Proſe: yet often on him 2 
And Jon well bardly' need _ mes: N 


That the Earl of Halifux was one nf the gelt e to 
favour me, of whom it is hard to ſay whether the 
Advancement of the Polite Arts is more owing 
to his Generoſity or bis Example. That ſuck: 
a Genius as my Lord Bolingbroke, not more di- 
ſtinguiſhed in the great Scenes of Buſineſs than 
in all the uſeful and entertaining Parts of Learn- 

ing, has not refusd to be the Critick of theſe 
Sheets, and the Patron of their Writer. And 
that ſo excellent an Imitator of Homer as the no- 
ble Author of the Tragedy of Heroic Love, has 
continu'd his Partiality to me f om my Writing 
Paſtorals to f attempting the Hliad. I cannot 
"my 1 ſelf te Pride ere ** chat I have 


had 


DB 


had the Advantage not only of „ for! 

the Conduct in „„ Correction of 
cyEral dae this Tranflatien 
_ - could lav a great dealt of the Pleaſure of be- 
ill diſtinguiſh'd by the Earl of Carnarvon, but 
it is almoſt; abſurd to particularize any one gene- 
rous Action in a Per vn whoſe whole Life is a 
continued Series of them. The Right . — - 
ble Mr. Stanhope, r preſent Secretary of State, 


wall pardon my. Deſire of having it kon that 
he was pleas d to promote this Affair. The par. \ 


ticular Zeal of Mr. Harcbunt (the Son of the fate 
Lord Charicellor): gave me af Proof 1 ik * 
am hondqur ina Share of his Friendſrip. Imuſt 
attribute to the Jame-Mative ee eee eee 
of my F riends to whom äll Acknowiedę 
are render'd unneceſſary by the Priyileges of a fi 
miliar Correſpondence: And I am ſatisfy d I can. 
no way better oblige Men & their Turn, than by 
my Silence. 3 "es . | 

In ſhort, 1 have 3 more Pazzons than ever 
Homer wanted. "He would hs thought himſelf 


* 14 


happy to have met ihe Tame Favour at Athens, 
that has been ſhewn-me by: its learned Rival, che 

Univerſity of Oxford. If my Author had the 
Wits of After-Ages for his Defenders, his Tranſ- 
lator has had the Beauties of the preſent for his 
Advocates; a Pleaſure too * to be ray 


8 for . 
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for amy Fame in Reverſion And I 10 hardly 

envy him thoſe pompous Honours he 'receiv'd . 
ter Death, when reflect on the * er ſo 
many agrecable Obligations; and eafi Friendſhips 
which make the Satisfaction of Life. This Di- 
ſtinction is the more to be acknowledg'd, as it is 

ſhewn to one whoſe Pen has never gratify d the 
Prejudices of particùhlar Parties, or the Vanities 
of particular Men. Whatever the Succeſs may 
prove, I ſhall never repent of an Undertaking 
in which I. have experienc d the Candour and 
Friendſhip of ſo many Perſons of Merit; and in 
which I hope to paſs ſome of thoſe Vears of 
Youth that are generally loſt in a Circle of Fol- 
lies, after a manner neither wholly 2 e to 
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of his Character: Like thoſe e e, or dc ulp ptors, who. 
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when. we "retire to enjoy what they have left; an lawn with 
them in thoſe Sentiments they7appedve ; and an Endeavour to 
idefend them, when we think they-arein juripuſly Rack! d, or even | 
barpetimes with too partial an A aol. 3 


There is alfo in Mankind a Spitit of Envy: or een 


1 


with makes: them uneaſy to ſee others of the ſame 15 
ſeated; lar. above them in a "ſax 


ts f Perfection. And this (at 
leaſt ſo far a8 we ſpeak of the Fame of Writers)-bas not 5 0 
been known to dye with a Man entirely, but to purſue his Re- 
mains with idle Traditions, and weak Conjectures; ſo that his 
Name, which is not to be forgotten, ſhall be preſerv'd only to 
be ſtain d and blotted. The Controverſy, | which was carry d on 
between the Author and his Enemies, while he yet was living, 
ſhall till be kept on foot; not entirely upon his own account, 
but on theirs 580 live after him; ſome being fond to praiſe 


extravagantly, and others as raſhly eager to conttadiet his Ad- 


mirers. This Proceeding, on both ſides, gives us an Image of 


the firſt Deſcriptions of War, ſuch as the Iliad affords; where 
a Heroe diſputes the Field with an Army, 'till he dies, and then 
the Battle which we expected to fall of courſe, is renew'd about 
the Body; ; his Friends contending that they may embalm and 
honour it, his Enemies that they may caſt it to the Dogs and 
Vultures. 

There are yet others of a low kind of Taſte, Who, . 
any Malignity to the Character of a great Author, leflen the 


Dignity of their Subje& by inſiſting too meanly upon little ' 


Particularities. They imagine it the Part of an Hiſtorian to ; 
omit nothing they. meet concerning him whom they write vpon; 
and gather every, thing wherein he is nam'd, without any di! | 
ſtinction, to the Prejudice and Neglect of the more Nable Parts 


beſtow infinite Pains and Patience upon the moſt Es 

Parts of a Figure, till they fink the Grandeur of the Whole, by 

hay every thing with the neateſt Want of Judgment. 
Beſides theſe, there is a fourth ſort of Men, who pretend to 


diveſt 
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diveſt themſelves of kmptgustt Emotions on both ſides, and 
to get above that imperfect Idea of their Subject, which. little 
Writers fall into; who propoſe to | themſelves a calm Scatch 
after Truth; and a rational Adherence to Probability in their 
hiſtorical Collections: Whol neither wiſh to be led into the Fa- 
bles of Poetry, nor. are willing to ſupport the Falſehoods of a 
malignant Criticiſm; but, — to ſteer in a middle way, 
have obtain d a Character of failing leaſt in the Choice of M= 
terials for Hiſtory, even from the darkeſt Ages. 

Being therefore to write ſomething concerning a Ska. which 
ere is little Proſpect of our knowing, after Fe has been the 
fruitleſt Enquiry of ſo many Ages, and which has however been 
thus differently treated by Hiſtortans, I. ſhall endeavour to ſpeak 
of it, not as a Certainty, but as the Tradition, Opinion) or 
Collection of Authors, who have been fuppoſed to write of 
Homer in theſe four e Methods, to which I ſhall alſo 
add ſome farther Conjectures of our own. Aſter his Life has 
been thus rather ſpoken of than diſcover d, I ſhall oonſider him 
Hiſtorically as an Author, with regard to thoſe Works which 
he has left behind him. In doing which, we may trace the 
degrees of Eſteem they have obtain d in different Periods, of 


"Time; and regulate our Preſent: Opinion of Me ma by a u 
of that 1 * in ne they were written.” 21 4 Y 5 


wi q a 


1 1 * 


Fu 
— 


1. If we Mk a View af Homer i in ; has fabulous Traditioii I. 
which the Admiration of the ancient Heathens has .occaſion'd, Stories r 
we find them running to Superſtition, and multiply'd and-inde- e tbe Ex. 
pendent on one another, in the different Accounts which are ore 


nt 
given with reſpect to . and hat * the two native Couti- Acmiration. 
nt of Fable. 


We have wins 1 n Euftorhins rao firangely ha "5 bh 
Aae Papbius has reported concerning Homer's Birth and 


1 That „He was born in b of ce and 


N 3 


a Euftathius in 00. 12. f | | 
B 2 | SO | | ee Athra, 
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« Htbra, and brought up by a Daughter of Orus, the Prieſt of 
Jie, who was herſelf a Pro 


and from whoſe Breaſts 
« of Honey would frequently: diſtil into the Mouth of the 
« Infant. In the Night time the firſt Sounds he utter d were 
* the Notes of nine ſeveral Birds: In the Morning be was found 
« playing with nine Doves in the Bed: The Sybil, who attended 
« him; vs 
© in which the commanded Dmaſagoras to build a Temple to 
« the Muſes : This he perform d in obedienoe to het 92 
„ and related all theſe things to the Child when he was grown 
„up, who, in Memory of the Doves which play d with him 
4 during his „ has in, his M preferr d this Bird to the 
* Honour of bringing Ambr, o Jupiter. 
One would think a Story this Nature, ſo fit fo 
oY and Infancy to hear, were incapable of handed down 
to us. But we find the Tradition again taken up to be heighten d 


in one part, and carry d forward in another. Heliadarme, who 


had heard of this Claim which Egypt puts in for Hamer, en- 
deavours to ſtrengthen it by naming Thebes for the ular 
place of his Birth. He allows too, that a Prieſt was his repu- 
ted Father, but that his real Father, according to the Opinion 
of Hg yp 


« celebrating the Rites. of his Country, arid therefore ſlept with 


us'd to be ſetz d with a poetical Fury, and utter Verſes, 


Age toitall 


t, was Mercury: He ſays, That when the Prieſt was 


« his Wife in the Temple, the God had knowledge of her, and 


« begot Homer: That he was born with Tufts of Hair on his 
„e Thigh, as a Sign of unlawful Generation, from whence he 

was called Homer by the Nations through which he wander d: 
„ Ibat he himſelf was the occaſion why this Story of his di- 
vine Extraction is unknown; becauſe he we di told his 
« Name, Race, nor Country, being aſham'd of his Exile, to 
<< which his reputed Father drove him from among the-conſe- 


© crated Youths, on account of that Mark which their alte 


« eſteem d a Teſtimony of an Iinceſtuous Birth.“ 


b Heliod. Ethiop. / 3. „ 0. Femur. 
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not been able to expreſs. Lee, ch be, reanſiend 
the Bounds of to ſay doinething extraordinary. The 
Mind that becomes daz led with the Bight of his Perfomarices, 
loſes the common Idea of a Man in the fancy d Splendor of Per- 
fection. It ſees leſs than a God-worthy to. be his Fa- 
ther, nothing leſs than 4 Pcopheteſs: d to be his Nurſe, 
and, growing :yawilling that he ſhould: be ſpoken of in a Lan- 
guage beneath its Imaginations, delivers Fables m the t of 
Or. | $4 $I, ITC £ 
3 has thus been offer d to {this Gaim of 
age ey ho plead ye pa to;be:.accus'd for 
g ſnott of it. Their Fancy roſe with a Refinement above 


what wh wo-gevifupſſbeld to Have of tlieir Maſters, and frequently 


the Veil of Fiction is wrought fine enough to be ſeen through, 
ſo that it hardly hides the it is made to cover, from the 
firſt Glance of the Ima For a Proof of this, we may 
mention that Hoctical — — is deliver d tor Homer's, 
in the! Greek! Tteatiſe of the Contention' between Kim and 
2 and but little vary d by the Nelation of it in Saas. 
The Poet Linas Tap they Yo born of Apdlio' and Thoſe, 
the Daughter of Mepuune. Pierus of Linus: O Eagraus of King 
Pierus and the Nymph Methone Orpbaut of DEagruriand the 
« Mule Calliope. From Orpheus: came:Orhrys from him Har- 
« emmonides : from him Phileterpus :- En bk Euphenus: from 
« him Epiphrudes, who begot Menalaps;: the Father of Dur 
« Dius had Hefiod the Poet and Perſes by:Pucamede; the Daugh- 
<« ter of Apollo. Then Perſes had Mun, on whok N 4 
*. re. the River Meles begot Homer.” 
alogy.contriv d inddaſttionſly 


Here we behold a wonderſul Gene 
to raiſe our Idea to the higheſt, - where Gods, + Goddedſes, | 
Muſes, Kings, and Poets link in a deſcent z nay, where Poets 
are made to e as it e in Clallen _ ne 


1 10 Phy 


Stalk 


FOR, 2k eng? 883 
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Stalk beneath one another. If we conſider too that Harmonides 
is deriv'd from Harmony, Pbiloterpus from love of Delight, 
Eupbemus from beautiful Diction, Epipbradai from inbellgsnee, 
and Pucamede from Prudence; it may nat be improbable, but 
the Inventors meant, by a Fiction of this Nature, to turn ſuch 
Qualifications into Perſons as were agreeable: to his Character; 
for whom the Line was drawn: ſo that every thing, Divine, or 
Great, will thus come together. by the extravagant Indulgence 
of Fancy, while it turns it ſelf re eee 
ſometimes to Allegory. 

After this fabulous Tree of his Pedigree, we may regularly 
view him in one Paſſage concerning his Birth, which, though it 
differs in a Circumſtance from hat has been here deliver d, yet 
carries on the ſame Air, and regards the ſame Fraditions. There 
is a ſhort Life of Homer attributed to Plutarch, wherein a 
third Part of Ariſtotle on Poetry, which is ao loſt, is quoted 
for an account of his uncommon Birth, in this manner. At 
the time when MWeleus, the Son of Codrus, led the Colony 
« which was ſent into Ionia, there was in the Iſland of Jo a 
« young Girl, compreſs d by a Genius, who delighted to aſſo- 
cc ciate with the Muſes; and ſhare in their Conſorts. She, finding 
« herſelf with Child, and being touch'd/ with the Shame > 
« what had happen d to her, remov d from thence to a Place 
ce call'd gina. There ſhe was taken in an Excurſion made by 
e gRobbers, and being brought to Smyrna, which was then un- 
« der the Lydians, they gave her to 4 the King, who mar- 
« ried her upon account of her Beauty. But while ſhe walk ' d 
4 on the Bank of the River Meles, ſhe brought forth Homer 
« and expird. The Infant was taken by Mz, and bred up 
as his Son, till the Death of that Prince.” And from this Point 
of the Story the Poet is let down into his Traditional Poverty. 
Here we Ke tho' he be taken out of the Lineage of Meles 
where we met him before, he has ſtill as wonderful a Riſe in- 
vented for him; he is ſtill to ſpring from a Demigod, one who 
was of a . Dilpalitign, from whom he might inherit : 
$1832 8 - Soul 
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Soul turn'd to Preps and aeg, an zan, olf ren 


be 450 


Chime 3 Sickneſs. are pee 


ang Heroes muſt be viſibly concern d about 24 Thus we find 
among the different Accounts which? Hermias has collected 

concerning his Blindneſe, that when Homer reſolv d to, write 
of Acbilles, he had an exceeing Deſire to fill, his Mind with 
a a juſt Idea of ſo glorious a Heroe: Wherefore, having paid 
due Honours at — Tomb, he intreats that he may « obtain a 

fight of him. The Heroe grants his Poet's Petition, and riſes 

in a glorious Suit of Armour, which caſt ſo unſufferable a Splen- 

dor, that Homer loſt his Eye, white be Sa 5 for the Enlarge- 
ment of his Notions. 

If this be any thing more than a meer Fable, one would be 
apt to imagine it inſinuated his contracting a Blindneſs by too 
intenſe an Application while he 2 bis Jed. But it is a 
very pompous way of letting us into the Knowledge of ſo ſhort 
a Truth: It looks as if Men imagin 'd the Lives of Poets ſhould 
be Poetically written, that to freaks. plainly of them, were to 
ſpeak contemptibly ; or that we;debaſe them, when they are 
— d. in leſs glorious. Company than thoſe exalted Spirits which 
they themſelves have been fond to celebrate. We may however 
in ſome meaſure be reconcil & to this laſt idle Fable, for having 


occafion'd ſo beautiful an Epiſode in the Ambra of Politian. 


That which does ngt inform Us * e may ba Wit in 
its kf Reß Sphere of f Toctry. 191 N 


85 STS {17 E. 


\ 5; * [7s 76 7 2893 gout 


II. Such 8 * W ka en the. Bras 7 5 loves '"Y IT. 
tious Fondneſo and of our Aſtoniſhment at what we confer in —_— wa 4 
— Perfection. But neichet have all Men the. — "ADs ing from En- 
Fas WF 


bv ARR . e ee 


nn. r 


e Hermias in : Phed. Plat.. Le A Illat de Patr ; wy B. 10. 
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nor do the ly fubmit to the Superiority of others, nt 
bear that wag ere which they know to be imperſect, 
ſhould be prais d in an Extream without op From ſome 
Principles of this kind have ariſen a ſecond ſort of Stories, which 
glance at Homer with malignant Suppoſitions, and endeavour 
to throw a diminiſhing Air over his Life, as a kind of Anſwer to 
thoſe who fought to aggrandize him injudiciouſly. © . 
Under this Head we may reckon thoſe ungrounded Conjeckures 
with which his Ad verſaries aſperſe the very Defigh and Proſecution 
of his Travels, when they infinuate, that they were one continued 
Search after Authors who had written before him, and particularly 
upon the fame Subject, in order to deſtroy Wo, or to rob any 
of their Inventions. © 
Thus we read in f Dibabrus Siculus, 6 That thre was one 
ow: Daphne, the Daughter of Tirefias, who from her Tri fpirations 
© obtain'd the Title of a $Sybi/. She had a very extraordinary 
« Genius, and being made Prieſteſs at Delpbos, wrote Oracles 
« with wonderful Elegance, which Homer ſought for, and 
tc adorn'd his Poems with ſeveral of her Verſes.” But ſhe is plac d 
ſo far in the fabulous Age of the World, that nothing can be 
averr'd of her: And as for the Verſes now aſcrib d to the $yb;ls, 
they are more modern than to be able to confirm the Story ; 
which, as it is univerſally aſſented to, diſcovers that whatever 
there is in them in common with Homer, the Compilers have 
rather taken from him ; perhaps to ſtrengthen the Ty of 
their Work by the Protection of this Tradition. 
The next inſinuation we hear is from Sridas, chat Palateeces, 
who fought at Troy, was famous for Poetry, and wrote concer- 
ning that War in the Dorick Letter Whieh he invented, proba- 
bly much againſt Agamemmom and Ulyſſes, his mortal Enemies. 
Upon this Account ſome have fancy'd his Works were ſuppre d 
by Aamemmon o Poſterity, or that their entire Deſt * 
contriv 1 and effected by Homer when be undertook. che ae 


— 


t Didd. Sic, . 5 


Subject 


| Avena ven * ü 


$ubjea., But ſurely the Works of ſo conſädlerable à Man, when. 
they had been — fo long a time as that wlüch 
palyd between the Siege of Troy and the flouriſhing of Hamer; 
muſt have been too much diſpers d, ſor one 0 — Con- 


dition as he is repreſented, to have d in every place, 
tho he had been never. ſo mucli aſſiſted by the . Temper 


of Envy. And we may ſay too, that has might have been 
capable of raiſing this Principle in himgs muſt be capable of be- 
ing in ſome. meaſure eſteem'd, and LE having at leaſt one Line 
of it preſery d to us. >: acht Nane b lle 7 
After him, in the order of time, we mecet- wich a whole Sett 
of Names, to. whom the Maligners 
oblig d, without being able to prove their Aſſertion. Suidas 
mentions Corinnus Iliemſis, the Scerętary of Palamedes,: who writ 
a Poem upon the ſame Subject, but no one is produc'd as 
ſeen it. 15 Tezet2es mentions and from Johannes Mzlala. only) 
NY: lophus the Coan, Secretary of Teucer, but it is not ſo much aa 
known if he writ Verſe or "Paola: Beſides theſe, ate Diftys the 
Cretan, Secretary to Idomeneus, and Dares the. Phrygian — At- 
tendant of Hector, who have ſpurious Treatiſes paſſing under 
their Names. From each of "theſe. is Homer ſaid to have bor- 
row'd his whole Aged ment; ; ſo ehe are theſe. Stories wich | 
EE another. 2 05 21 Ula Dango 
The next 33 we. > dre F. e 3 
might have met at Gorcy ra, and Phemius, whom he might have | 
met. at Ithaca: the one e Plutarch lays) having according tu 
Tradition written; che War at Try the other the ene £:the 
Grecian Captains. But theſe are only two Names of Friends 
which lie is pleas d to honour; with Eternity in his Poem, or 
two different Pictures of himſelf, as Author of the Liad and 
Odyſſes,, or entirely the Children of, his Ima gination, without 
any particular Allvfon. ” 80 that his Uſage — puts me in 
mind of His own V fulcan 1 in the F had : 2 T he God Md caſt two 


8 Texerzes Chil. 5. ll. 29, © i Pluterch an Muſick. A 4 lad, 18. 
e of > S.tatues 


of Homer would have him . 


Information concerning 
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Statues which he endued with the Power of Motzon; and it is 

ſaid preſently after, that he is N able to £9 unlefs oy ſu p- 
him. T 

It is reported by ſome, Fl $ „ee 


Eybe io, « That FR 
c was before Homer, a Woman of Memphis, call d Phantaſia, who 


4 writ of the Wars of Troy, and the Wandrings of Ulyſſes. Now 
Homer arriving at Memphis where ſhe had laid up her Works, 
4 and getting acquainted with Phanitas, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
«to the ſacred Writings, he obtain'd a ſight of theſe, and 
ce follow'd entirely the Scheme ſhe had drawn.“ But this is-a 
wild Story, which fpeaks of an ÆMgyptian Woman with a Greek 
Name, and who never was heard of but upon this account. It 
appears indeed from his Knowledge of the Ægyptian Learning, 
that he was initiated into their Myſteries, and for we know 
by one Phanizas. But if we conſider what the Name of the Wo- 
man ſignifies, it ſeems only as if from being us d in a — 
Ex edn it had been miſtaken afterwards for a proper Name. 
And then the Meaning will be, that having _ d as much 
the Grecian and Trojan Story, as he 
could be furniſh'd with from the Accounts of oops which were 
generally mix'd with Fancy and Pable, he wrought out his Plans 
of the Hiad and the Odyſſes. © 
We paſs all theſe Stories, together wich the little Tied of Sra- 
grus, mention'd by lian. But one cannot leave this Subject 
without reflecting on the depreciating Humour, anc odd Indu- 


ſtry of Man, which ſhe ws it felf in rung ſuch a Number of In- 


Aer that clafh with each other, and in ſpiriting up fuch a 
Crowd of unwarranted Names to ſupport them. Nor can we 


but admire at the contradictory Nature of this Proceeding, that 


Names of Works which either never were in Being, or never 
_ worthy to 


tive, ſhould be produc'd, only to perſuade us that the 
moſt laſting and beautiful Poem of the Ancients was taken out 


of them A Began ag ad content to . op 1 a Garment | 
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with ſuch Shreds as the World throws away, but it is never to 
| be imagin d an would make his — L 
After Homer had ſpent a bonſiderable time in Travel; — 
lm towards his Age introduc d to ſuch am AQtion as rende t his 
Diſpara nough to accuſe him for'ſpblling'the 


gement. It is not e 


dead, they raiſe a living Author by whom he muſt be baffled in 
that Qualification . — fountled. 1 
There is in ® Heſod an Account of an ancient Poetical Con- 
tention at the Funeral of Amphidamas, ic which, he ſays; he ob- 
tain d the Prize, but does not mention from whom he curEy di. 
Tbere is alſo among che Hy aſcribed to Hamer 2 Pryer 
to Venus, for Succeſs in a Poetical Diſpute, but it neither men- 
tions where, nor apainift. vhm. But the they have neglected 
to name their Antagoniſts, others have fince taken care to 
fill up the Stories by putting them together. The making two 
ſuch conkiderable Names in Poetry e carries Nac an 
Pomp in it, like making two; Heroes 0 Lan frft Rank ente 
the Liſts of Combat. "And if, Homer and Hh 1 had... their 
Parties among the. Grammarians, here wag. an ereelleut Oppor- 
tunity for Hefrod's Favourers to make a Sacrifice Ta Homer, 
Mets might a bare Conjecture ſp! ead into a Tradition, tt 
Tradition give occaſion to an Epigram, Which 1 iy 

and again the Epigram (for want of knowir | 
writ in) be pelo as ag of that Conz ure. yn aac 5 
it ſprung. After this, a” W ole Treatiſe Was written upon it. 
whieh appears not very ancient, becauſe it mentions, Aden, a 
The Story agrees in the main with the ſhort Account we find in 
Plutarch, * That * Ganictor, the Son of Amp phidamas, King * 
« Eubwa, being us'd to celebrate his Naber 8. funeral Games, 
« invited from 410 Parts Men famous for Stre th and W 8 m. 
«© Among theſe Homer and Hefied atriv d at 15% The King 
ce  Panidas preſided over the Conteſt, which > Bewng: fondly d, he 
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—. 


, . m, Hefigd Op. & dierum, 1. 2. b. 272, '&e. n Hom. Hymn. 2. ad Venerem. 1 
0 A Oates Hebes. p Plut. Banguet of the ſeven wiſe Mev. q Av Opige- 


„ e decreed | 
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&« decreed the Tripos to Heſiod, with this Elogy in the Sentence, 
“ That the. Poet of Peace and Husbandry better deſery'd to be 
ce crown'd,. than he. uh ſtirs 1is:4p- to 0 W ar: and Contention. 


« MWhereupon He fog. nn nn 10 * rea n per 
6. Nan nei Nur 5-708 cf 
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Which are two Links ev Ga that Place in Ele 


Toft where he 
mentions no Antagoniſt, and alter d, that the two Names might 
be ben ed in, as is evident by — them with theſe,” - | 
end laat & 11299280 


— F % 
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T aer this tbr) we take Notice chat Heſd i is generally 
plac'd after Hamer. Grævius, his own Commentator, | ſets him a 
OS: Years lower; and” whether le Were ſo or no, yet 
Plutarch has ſlightly pale d the whole Account as a Fable. 
Nay, we may draw an Argument againſt it from Hefiod 
himſelf: He had a Love of Fame which 'caus'd him to engage at 
the Funeral Games, and which went fo far as to make him re- 
cord his Conqueſt in his 'own Works; Had he defeated Homer, 
the ſame Principle would have made him mention a Name that 
could have ſecur'd his own'to Immortality. A Poet who records 
his Glory, would not omit the nobleſt Circumſtance, and Homer, 
like a. Captive Prince, had certainly grac d the Trius m ph of his | 
Adverſary. We 
Towards the latter end of his Life, there is another. Story 
invented, which makes him conclude it in a manner alto- 
gether beneath the Greatneſs of a. Genius. We find in the Life 
faid to be written by Plutarch, A Tradition, > 5 hat he was, 


r Plut. Symp. J. 5. F. 2. * 
en e CCC ge gny"s 4's « warn'd 
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e warn'd by an Oracle toibewire-of the young Men's Riddle. 1 
This — dong obſcure to bim, till he arrivd at the 
. —— Fiſhermen, they pro- 

unable to 


pos d to him à Riddle in Werſe, which he 
refutes it ſelf by car- 


« anſwer, dy'd for Grief? Thie Story 
rying Superſtition at one end, and Folly at the other. It ſeems 
great Man in the 


conceiv'd: with an Air of Deriſiom to lay a 
Duſt after: fooliſh Mafiner- The ſume fort of Hand might 
have fram'd that Tale of atis drowning himſelf becauſe 
he could not account for the Euripus: The Deſign is the ſame, 

the Tura the ſame; and all the difference, that the great Men 


are each to ſuffer in his CharaQery che one by a Poerical Riuule, 
the other by a Philofophical Problem» But theſe are Actious 


. proceed from the Meanneſs of Pride, or Extra- 


vagance of Madneſs: A Soul enlarg'd with Knowledge N 
as was that of Humer) better knows che Proper Streſs which 


to be laid upon e erery Incident, and the Proportion of W q 


or Careleſneſs, with which it ought to be affected. But it is the 


Fate of narrow Capacities to meaſure mankind by 4 falſe Stan- f 


dard, and i imagine the Great, like —— of being 
difoonciited, nt Fa- 


by little Occaſions ; to frame their — 
bles according to this Imagination, andi to ſtand eee ates it 
as by an n. Mark w_ They ge peas 2 26 9 8 » $534 

III. The third; FN in rkie.cbi Life: of FFT 124 8 III. 
| wiſtein; is but a heaping of all the Traditions and Hints which r Ho- 
the Writers could meet with, grea torilittlez in order to tell a Stary Tre from or 


of him to the World. —— the want of choice Materials might fins Curio= 


put them upon the Neceſſity; ; or perhaps an injudicious Deſire 150 
ne all they could, occaſion d the fault. However it be, a Life 


mpos'd of trivial Circumſtances, Which (tho it give a true 
account of ſeveral Paſſages ) "has but little of chat 


ppearahce 
anything. cor- 
reſpondent to the Idea we warnen Ain! Such /a Life, ay, 
war: never anſwer. rightly "al Joanne: the World has upon an 


6 | | Hiſtorian. 
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Hiſtorian. Vet the moſt formal Account we have of Hamer is of 
this Nature, I mean that which, is ſaid to he collected hy Herndo- 
tu. It is, in ſhort, an unſupported minute Treatiſe, 0 d 
of Events which lie within. the Campa ſe af Probability, | and be- 
long to the loweſt Sphere of Life. It ſeems through all its Frame 
to be entirely conducted by the Spirit af a Grammarian, ever 2 
bounding: with erremport "Peas as i it were to prove a thing ſo 
ynqueſtionable as our Authors Title ta Rapture; and pe fame 
time the Occaſions are ſo E that they misbecomei 
the Warmth of a Poetical Imagination. There is nothing in it 
above the Life which a Grammaniay: igt lead himſelf; nay, it 
is but ſuch an one as they commonly do lead, the higheſt Stage af 
which is to be Ma/ter of Pray But becauſe this is a Treatiſe 
to which Writers have had recourſe for want of a better, 1 Wal 
give the following Abſtrat. 


Homer was Ft At: n Wr one bandes * 85 6 
Years after the Siege of Ty, and fix hundred twenty two Years: 


before the Expedition 5 Xerxes. Lis Mathers Name was 
Crytbeis, who proving unlawfully with Child, was ſent away 
Fo Cumæ by her Uncle, with Ian, one of thoſe who led 
the Colony to Smyrna then building. A while after, as ſhe was 
celebrating a Feſtwal with other Womans on the Parks) of. the 
River 222 ſhe was deliverd of Homer, whom ſhe therefore 
nam d Meleſigenes. Upon this ſhe left 1/enias, and ſupported 
herſelf by Working, till Phemius (who taught a School in 
Smyrna) fell in love with her, and marry'd ow” But both dy- 
ing in proceſs of Time, the gchool fell to ＋ who manag 2 
it with ſuch Wiſdom, that be was univerſally admir'd both — „ 
Natives and Strangers. Amongſt theſe latter was Mentes, a Maſter = 
ef a Ship from Leucadia, by whoſe Perſuaſions and Promiſes age 
gave up i School, and went to travel: With him he viſited Spain 
and laß but was left behind at Itbaca upon account of a De- 
fluxion in his Eyes. During his Stay he was entertain d by one 
Mentor, a Man of Fortune, + Juſtice, and Hoſpitality, and 
n d the. principal Incidents of Ubyfes Life. But at the 


Return 
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Return of Mentes, he went from thence to Colophon, © 
bis Defluxion renewing; he felt entirely blind. Upon 
could. think of no better | 

where he might be ſa 


and have the leifees dn ad dels” ee 


he found his Poverty encreafe, and his hopes of — 
fail; ſo that he remov'd for Cume, and by the way was en- 
tertain d for ſome time at the Houſe of 8 Leather- 
Drefler. At Cum bis Poems were wonderfully admit d, but 
when he propos d to eterniae their Town if they would allow 
him a Sallary, he was anſwer d, That there would be no end 
of maintaiting all the 'ojuye,; or Blind Men, and hence he got 

the Name of Hamer. From Gum be went to Phocæa, where 


one Theftorides (a Schookmafter alſo) offer d to maintain him 
if he would foſter him to tranferibe bis Verſes © This Humer 

„the other had no ſooner 
gain d 


complying with for meer N 
ten them, but he remov d do Gihurg There the Poems 
' Wealth and Honour, while the Author hirnſeif hardly earn d his 
Bread by repeating them. At lat, ſome who came from Chios 
having told the People that the ſame Verſes were publith'd chere 
by a School-maſter, Humer refolv'd to find him out. Having 
therefore landed near that Place, he was rec d by one Glancus 
a Shepherd (at whoſe Door he had like to have been worried by 
Doge) and carry'd by him to his Maſter at Bull ſſusß who ad mi- 
ring his Knowledge, entruſlerl him with the Education of he 
Children. Here bis Praiſe bogars to ſprtad, and Theftorides, 
who heard of his Neighbourbood, fled before:him. Pfe ＋ por | 
however ſome time afterwards:toChios, where Heſet up a 
of Poetry, gain d a competent Forte, marrycta Wife, ain had 
two Daughters, the | one: of which dy d young; the other was 
matry d to his Patron at Holliſſus. Here he inſerted -in his Poems 


the: Names of thoſe tor whom he had? been moſt oblig' d, as, 


Mentes, Phenri lu Mentor, and Hubwagt andre ſolving for Arberrs, 


he made honourable mention of that City, te prepare the rbe= 


nians us for a kind * But a6 he went, the Ship put in at 
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Samos, where he continu'd 0 whole Winter, finging at the 
Houſes of great Men, with a Train of Boys after him. In Spring 
he went on board again in order to proſecute his Journey to Athens, 
but landing by the way at Tos, he ee dy d, and was 1 
on the Sa- Shore. 67 ie of; ent 27h 
This is the Life of Homer aſcris d Hevoddtus, tho”: "P « 
— oy it ſhould be ſo, ſince it evidently contradicts his on 
Hiftory, by placing Homer fix hundred twenty two Years before 
the Expedition of Aeræer; whereas Herodotus himſelf, who was 
alive at the time of that Expedition, ſays Homer was only four 
hundred Years before him. However, if we can imagin that 
there may be any thing of Truth in the main Parts of this 
Treatiſe, we may gather theſe general Obſervations from it: 
That he ſhew'd a great Thirſt: of Knowledge, by undertaking 
ſuch long and numerous Travels; That he manifeſted an un- 
exampled Vigor of Mind, by being able to write with more Fire 
under the Diſadvantages of Blindneſs, and the utmoſt Poverty, 
than any Poet after him in better Circumſtances; And that he 
had an unlimited Senſe of Fame (the Attendant of noble Spirits) 
which prompted him to engage in new Travels, both under 
theſe Diſadvantages, and the additional Burthen of old Age. 
ut it will not perhaps be either improper or difficult to make 
ſome Conjectures, which ſeem to lay open the Foundation 
from whence the Traditions which frame the low Lives of 
Homer have ariſen. In the firſt place we may conſider, That 
there are no Hiſtorians of his Time (or none handed down to 
us) who have mention'd him; and that he has never ſpoken 
plainly of himſelf, in thoſe: Works: which have been aſeribid - to 
him without Controverſy. However, an eager deſite to khow 
ſomething concerning bim has occaſion d Mankind to labour the 
Point under theſe Diſadvantages, and turn on all Hands to ſee if 
there were any thing left which might have the leaſt Appearance 
of neee Uponthe Search, ee amn 50 amen but his 
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Name and Works, and. reſolve to torture theſe upon 


belong to. 48 20 ur e Bap 


"The all Thing cherefore they fetal, i, Waile ent 


bis Mame, muſt be his Name. no longer, but an additional Titis 


us d inſtead oft. The teaſon why it was given, muſt be ſome 
Accident of his Life. Having thus found an end of the Clue, 
they proceed to conſider every thing chat the word mag imply 
by its Derivation. One linda that '0 ws ſignifies a Thigh; 
whence ariſes the Tradition i in * Heliadarus, that he was baniſh d 


ZEgypt ſor the Mark on that Part, which ſhew d a ſpurious 
Birth; and this they imagine ground enough to give him the 


Liſe 7 a Wanderer. A ſecond finds that fe fignifies an 
Hoſtage, and then —— be deliver d as ſuch in a War (ac- 
eording to." Proclus) between Smyrna and a. A third can 


derive the Name o n d nun videns, from whence he muſt 


be a blind Man (as in the Piece aſcrih d to Hlerodotut.) A 


fourth brings it from ort iin, ſpeaking in Cuuncil; and 


then (as it is in Suigas) he muſt, by a divine Inſpiration,  de- 


clare to the... Smyrneans, that they 3 againft Colophon. 


A fifth finds = word may be brought to ſignify ee others, 


or joining himſelf to 9 and os he; muſt be call'd | Homer 
for ſaying (as it is quoted from Ariſtotle in the Life aſeribd to 
Plutarch) that he would o of follow, the Lguliaus from 
Smyrna. I hus has 1 Name been turn d and winded enough 
at leaſt to gi a, Suſpi 


got a handle — for a nem aer or ſomething which 
he added to the old one. 5 m ite bn ec 

However, the Name: itſelf not * enough to futniſh 
out a whole. Life, his Yorks muſt be broug us in fox aſſiſtance, 


438575 is taken for granted, That where he Ba not { Ker of him- 
10 deſcribes. Becauſe he calls a, Poet . the Name of af } bemius it in 
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the Rack 
of Invention, in order to give ſome account of {be r Perſon they 


picion, that he; who. got a new Etymology, 


eg veil· d beneath the Perſons or Actions of thoſe whom 
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his Odyſſes, they conclude! this * PÞ-mius was his Maſter. Becauſe 
he ſpeaks of Demodorus as another Poet who was blind; and fre- 
quented . he muſt be ſent about, blind, to ſing at 5 

df rich Nen. If Hhſſes he ſet upon by Dog at His 'Shephetd's 
Cottage): becauſe this is « low Adventure, it is thr to be his 
own at Bolliſſus. *And if he calls the Leather: dreſſer, who made 
Hus Shield, by the Name of 'Tychirs, he has been ft 
by ſuch an one in Hin Wänte: Way, ſome Have Been fo vis- 
lently cafry'd inte t WAV ef !eonjedturing, te Bare K. 
a of a Worden who Works Rare for her LiveRhd6d, 1 id 
to have been borrow'd from his Mother's Condition, and * 
as 4 Proof of it Thus he js fill imagin d to intend hinifelf; a 
the FiQtions of Poetry,” converted into" real'PaQy, Are Gefiyer 50 
for his Life, WRAO Bas aſſig gd them to others. All choſe Stories 
in hi Works which fufk W mean Condition art ſuppos d 
to have happen d to him, tho" thefime way of 'Faference might 
48 well roverhim %o>have acted in a Heber 18 me he 
many :Paſſapet that (hew. bis" Skiff ins and his 
Knowledge -of \the' great Parts of Liſe .. og? wa Mt 

There ate ſome other ſeatter'd Stories f Heer which fall 
not under theſe Heads, but are however of As Krifing a Nature; 


as much unfit for the Matefialb of Hiſtory, ſtill te unground- 


ed, if poſſible} and "ariſing werely Komm Chatte, or che Hu- 
tneurst ef Men: Such is the Report we meet With from a Hera- 
tlides, That Homer was fit d at Aubens for a Madman; "which 


ſeems" irwented bythe Diſciples: of Sorruter to aft a Odium 


upon” the  Arbenians for their conferitifig'ts the Death of their 
Maſter, and carries in it ſomething. likes deelaiming Revenge 
of the Sehools, às if the World ſhould imagine "The one could 
be eſteem'd nad, where the ovhe was Put to Beat for bo 
wicked: Such ahother Report! is chat in Dian, That en 


TREBLE his Daughter with ſome of his "Works för ay of 
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* Herod. vir. fHfom a id. b Did. id. M. Dacier's "Life of Homer. 
d Diogenes Laertius er Heracl. in vita Socratis. o «ws 2 Elian. {7 9. cap. . 
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* Money * chick looks bur Ale d, Wim delver d in che Gaiety 
ure e. 2 1 wk er at firſt — ight have 
| an! | agar for hs Father :afterw gravely 
— Coco. IAbert, Mankind have 
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__ rm. hit do ns putpoſs; they have caught; up 
greedily; wirkt that buſ/ minute C and unſati-. 
fa "Tr — — Diſeaſe of the Greeks ; 


bag zzled the Cauſe 
1 entire 


cir to find i .f: 
> deſiitute of Road, yet eee 
— unpaſſable . nduce'E 
ſtead of . 4 deſerts they Gees en 
5.2301 N ee oo. od batvods} B vr ot bas weir 
to! ee e eee thdve ſet ee tocwyrite A 5 „ 
7 char from Superſtixten, Bn d Triflin g/ : . 
* aftam'd' of: alltheſe Twain This, however, has not rnd 
occafion'U every-one'to'defift from che Undertaking; but ſtil! 
che Diffteukey while eculd not make therm defiſt, hàs neceſſitated 
them, eicher to deljver the old Stot yvi Brouſesy or olſe in- 
Head of a Life, i empoſe Treatiſe party of: ria ſu, an 
partly oft CB rde fbv g rarker deſeriptivv, than ſupported by 
Action, and the Air of Hiſtory! Sviis ov gvid ri Site Vds 
They begin with letting us H chat the Tinarwkich he ar Time 
hae never ibeei fi d beyond diſputeo and that the Opi- 
nions of Authors are various rohterniug it; But the Contro- 
verly, in its ſeveral Conjectures, includes à Space of / Years be- 
tween the earlieſt and lateſt from vy four to about five 
hundred after the Siege of Nu. Whenever the Dime: was, it 
ſeems not to have been hrar that Siege; Fromhis'own ÞInvera- 
logue of the Ships: de Für 


tion of the Maſer to reoount the Cata 
„we, ſays he, have only heard a Rumour, and know nothing 
E ae Ait Ir is remarld r Full Parorol, A That 


. ug % eie dN, n 2 e 1 con eem eon 1k 1 

g Hic longe 8 temporibus belli quod compſuit, Troici. gol 8 rentut, ro Nam ſermz qate I 
annos 9 o oruit, intra mille natus eſt: (quo nomine non eſt mirandum od leepe. illud Auſurpat, Voz, uy 
gere. 600. Hoc enim ut bominunm ita 3 notatur differentjia. Fal. Baterc. lib. 4s * 422 ˙ 0 
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they might have been alive together. 


His Coun- 
try. 
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it muſt have been conſiderably later, from his on Confeſſion, 
that Mankind was but half as ſtrong in his Age, as in that 
he writ of; which as it is founded upon a Notion of a gradual 
Degeheracy in our Nature, diſcovers the: Imteryal t bars Heen 
long between Homer and his Subject. But not to trouble dur 
ſelves with entring into all the dry Diſpute, We may here take 
notice, that the World is inclin * to ſtand by the Arundelian 
Marble, as the moſt certain Computation df thoſe early Times; 
and this, by placing him at the time hen: Miagm tus — 
Athens, makes him flouriſh a little before) the Oꝶympiad were 
eftabliſh'd ; about three hundred Years aſter the taking of 
Troy, and near a thouſand before the Cbriſtian Ara. For a 
Larcher Confirmation of this, we have ſome. great- Names of 
Antiquity, who give him a Cotemporary agreeing with the 
Computation. Cicero ſays, There was a Tradition that Hamer 
liv'd about the time of Lycurgus. | Strabo tells us, It was re- 
ported that -Lycurgus. went to Chios for an Interview: with him. 
And even Plutarch, when he ſays, Lygeungut receiy'd: Homers 
Works from the Grandſon of that Creophilas with whom he 
had liv'd, does not put him ſo far backward, but that u 
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The next Diſpute regards his Coumtiy, itonomaide "which, 
a Adrian enhuir'd of the Gods, as a Queſtion not to «Þ ſettled 


by Men; and Appion (according to n Pliny) rais d a Spirit for 
his Information. That which has encreas d the difficulty, is the 


Number of conteſting Places, of which Suidas has reckon'd up 
nineteen in one Breath. But his ancient 2 »Didymus, 
found the Subject ſo terule, as to employ a great Part of hifour 
thouſand Volumes upon it. There is a yon of the Sybils that 
he ſhould be born at — in Cyprus; and then toplay an Argu- 


ment of the ſame Nature t it, there is the Oracle give to 


as." e 5 OT 
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h Yide Dacier, Du Pin, &c. concerning the Arundelian Marble. de ais een BH 


. Cicero Qs. Toſca! . 5. k Strabo. /. 10. I Piut. vita . 
| m Ag O Y Horde, of Adrian's Oracle. 5 n Pin, * 30. cab. 2 
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n afterwards, that ſayt lie Was born e There are 
7 ZEdlia and Hg ꝓpt cited from his Works, to make 
out by turns, and with the fame: Probability; that be belong'd 
to each of them. There was à School ſhewd for his at G 
bon; anda n at lo, both of equal Strength to prove he had 
his Birth in either. As for tlie Arbenjans; they challeng d him 
as born Where they had a Coney; or elſe in behalf of Greece in 
general, and as the N fro: 4 his Name 
tree of their City, (u. Licinia & Mutia lege, ſays „ Nulitium 
alter the manner of that Law by which all Taly — free 
ef Nome. All theſe have their Authors to record their Titles, 
but ſtill the Weight of the Queſtion ſecms to lie between Smyrna, 
and Chios, Which we muſt | 


That Homer then was bord 1 — to be 


40 


pror d by an Eplgresn, recorded to have been under the Statue 
of Pißßſtrarus at Arhens'; by the Reports mention d in Cicero, 


Strabon and A. Gallius; and by he Greek Lives, which are 
prefix d to him with the Names of Herodotus, Pluturtb, and 
Proclus; as alſo" the two tliat ate anonymous. For this the 
: Smyrneans built him a Temple, caſt Medals of him, and grew ſo 
poſſeſt of his having been theire, that it is ſaid they burn d Zoilus 
for: affronting them im the Perſon of Homer. On the other 
Nang, the C ar, the aneient Authorities of · Simoni das 
Fheocritus for his being born among them. They mention 
a Race they had, call d the Homeride, whom cbey reckon d his 
Poſterity; they caſt Medals of him; they ſhew:to: this Day an 
Homerium, or Temple of Homery neat Holliſſus; and cloſe their 
Nr Ne- woos * N ere 5 _ prone to eee paring 
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is acknotvledg d for. Homer's by *Thacydides dides) where bei calls im- 
ſelf, „The blind Man that inhabits Chios“ The Reader has 
here the gum of the large Treatiſe of Las Allatiug,: written par- 
ticularly: an this Subjc.®,. im which, after having ſeparately 
— the Pretenſious c all, he concludes for ( as. For my 
part, I determine nothing in a Point of ſo much Uncertainty; 
neither which of 9 honout'd with his Birth, nor whether 
any of them was, nor, again, whether each may not have pro- 
dad his own Humer; dibce*-Xexophor ſays, there were many of 
the Name. But one cannot avoid being ſu rpriz'd. at the prodi- 
gious Veneration of his Character, which could engage Mankind 
with ſuch Eagerneſs in a Point ſo little eſſential; that © Kings thowld 
ſend to Oracles ſor the Enquiry: of his Birth- place; that Cities 
ſhould be in Strife about it, and whele Lives ofdearned Men:em- 
ploy d upon it;; that ſame dhould write Treatiſes iconcerning/its 
that ach ſhould call up Spirits unavailingly; that thus, in ſhort, 
Heayen, Earth and Hell ſhould be; ſought — che Declan uf 
a Queſtion which terminates: in Curioſity anz. WI c tl 21 
Il, Patente If we endeavour to find the Furenem ofi Homer, we imme 
Ge diately perceive the Search is fruitleſs. Epburus has made Mon 
to be his Father, by a Niece whom he deflour d; and this has 
ſo far obtain'd, as to give him the derivative Name of Maonides. 
His Mother if we: ales the:Story of Mæon) is.call'd- Gr ytbeis « 
But we are loſt again in 1 if we ſearch farther ;/ for 
Suidas has mention d Eumetis or Pol Hycaſte; and 5 Pauſardar, 
 Clymene or Themifto ; which happens, - becauſe the conteſting 
Countrys find out Mothers of thei own for him. Tradition 
has in this Caſe afforded us no more Light, than what may ſetre 
to ſhew. its Shadows in a Confuſion ; they ſtrike the Sight with 
ſo equal a Probability, that we are in doubt which to cane, and 
muſt paſs the n —_— ehe, SA at, dg ib. on L 
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Ten. l. 3. » Leo Ade de Penis Hanel. x Xenophon ds Erl. 
14 y Plut, vitd Hom, ex Ephoro. 2 Pauſanias, J. 10. 
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of. He has been call dr Melhhpenco-from-the: River where he 
was horn. Hamer has been reckon'dan' aſcititious Name, from 
ſoine e his Life; The Certamen Homericum calls him 
once Aulards;\: ram his biufkeal Genius; and Lucian, 
Tigruner; it may be from 4 Oouſuſion with that Tzyrunes or 
 b Zigreees,. who! was Brother pf Queen Artemiſia, and whole 
— has been ſo far mingled with his, at ta make hin te 
eſteem d Author, of — the leſſer Works uthieh are n ſcribd 


to: Homer. It may not be amiſe toncloſ eee ee be 


that agreeable Deriſion Wherew/ith Lecium treata che vrrrbuſy 
Humour of Grammarians in cheir Starch aſter minute and!im<- 
poſſible Enquiries, when he ſeigns, th he had talk &wret che 
Point with Homer in the Ilan lad. „ I ask d him, 
ce ſays he, of what Country be: was? a Queſtion: hard to be 
50 weleled with Us: to which heoanſwer d, He could not cer 
ce tainly tell, becauſe ſome had: ũnſdtmid dini, that He was of 
4, br, ſome of Smyrna; and others of; Colipbem q hut he took 
64. himſelſ for vis ao called Tigranes while hetiv'dambng 
his Country-men, and Homer while he a amrHoftage among 


- the Grgciau, 4 21 intl! 9210R 1151 281 d Tc E TIC 


t his Birth he appears 


— 


Volume open, and reading inte: But there is no need of 
Proois from Antiquity anche wbich every. Line of his Works 
will demgnſitate. Wih whit an table toi the na⸗ 


Exact neſs, Agree 
tural Appearance af Things do bis Cities ſtand, his Mountains 
riſe; his Rivers wind, and his Region 
tifully are the Surfaces of all things,drawn in their Figutes, and 
adorn'd with their Paintings? What Addreſs in Action, what 
viſible Characters of the Paſſions I in — his TONNE? as it is not 


Ä eos 9 2% SN CET nOERD OY SECT «„ „„ „ 


— — 9 =” * 1 
* * . " * > # 


a s ens Hiftery, £4: MAI b Sade . 
* The Medal is exhibited" a at u Aid of this Ih. 


making 


[$1 IG . do 1 


s lie extended Ho- beau⸗ 


PI 
If we enquire concerning his own: Mun, even thatis doubted L Name. 
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br 


not ta have been m, whativis he Hs Blind- 
be afterwards. The. Cbiau Metal of him (whichis f 
great Antiquity, according to! Len Allatius ſeats him with a 


An Ess AY on Honk. 


to be imagin' d; that a Man could have been always blind, who 
thus inimitably copies Nature, who gives * where the proper 
Proportion, Figure, Colour, and Life: yy" v1 quis cerum 

genitum putat (ſays © Paterculus) omnibus ſenſibus orbus oft ©” 
He muſt certainly have beheld the Creation," conſider d it with 
a long Attention, and enrich'd his Fancy by the moſt ſenſible 
Knowledge of thoſe Ideas which be — Ws er ſee while 
he but 94 „ re 


His Educa- As he grew forward in Years; he was train's: wp to be 

oo ogg (if we credit 4 Diodorus) under one © Pronapides,, a Man of ex- 

* cellent natural Endowments, who taught the Pelaſgick Letter 

<« invented by Linus. From him might he learn to preſerve 

his Poetry by committing: it to Writing; which we mention, 

becauſe it is generally believ de no Poems before his were ſo 

preſerv'd ; and he himſelf in the third Line of his Batrochomu- 

omachia (if that Piece be allow'd to be I. e elt ſpeaks of 
fwriting his Works in his Tablets. © 

Hi:Traves, When he was of riper Years,” for his ſarthbr Accompliſhment, 

and the Gratification of his Thirſt of Knowledge, he ſpent a 

conſiderable part of his time in travelling. Upon which ac- 

count, 5 Proclus has taken notice that he muſt. have abounded 

in Riches, & For long Travels, ſays he, occaſion high Expen- 

© ces, and eſpecially at thoſe times when Men could neither 

« ſail without .imminent Danger and Inconveniences, nor had 

« a regulated manner of Commerce with one pea This 

way of reaſoning appears v robable; and if it does not 

prove him to 4 been — —— him, at leaſt; to have 

had Patrons of a generous Spirit, who, obſerving the Vaſtneſs 

of his Capacity, believ'd themſelves beneficient ' to Mankind, 


while they ver one . ſeem d Dore em r ſomething ex- 
traordinary. i 219 i; bobs 
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(Egypt 


: An ESA on HOM⁰e. 
Agppbt bein Gag dbat time the, Seat fo nenen 1 ths greateſt 
Wits and 7 Greece us d to travel hintern among 
theſe * Diodorus reckons Homer, and to ſttengthen his Opinion, 
alledgrs that Maultitude of their Nations which: he has reveiv 25 
inte us Poetry Hand of their Ouſtoms, to Which he alludes in 
his Fictions : Such as his Gad (which are nam d from the firſt 
Egyptian Kings; the Number of the Muſes talen from the 
nine Minſtrels which attended Oh the Halti vthetein they 
us d to ſend their Statues..of, the; Deities iata ¶Aabiab ia: and to 
return after twelve Days A and „the, cartying their drad Bodies 
over the Lake to a 1 Place call d Men- 
pbis, from whence aroſe the, Stories, of. Charons.: yr, and Eq 
Fro: 'Theſe,are, Notions which ſo abound in him, as to make 
i Herodotus ſay, he had introduce d ſrom thence the Religion f 
Greece. - And if others have believ d he was an Ag jptian, from 
his Knowledge of their Rites and Traditions — re- 
yeal'd but to — 7 and of the Ants and Cuſtoms hich were pra- 
ctisd among them in general; it may ptove at leaſt thus much. 
that he was there in his; Travels. dull wpnA Jo-?mttsb 267 03 
As Greece (Way in all 1 his native Country, and had 
then began to make an Effort for Learning, We cannot doubt 
but he . there alſo, with; a, particular Ohſervation. Lie 
uſes the different igledis which were ſpoken im its different Parte, 
as one who had been converſant with them all hut che Argu- 
ment which appears moſt icrefragable, is to be taken ſrom his Ca- 
zalogue of the Ships: He has there given u : Geagnaphy 
of. Grote 45 Where its Cities: Mountains, and Plains, Are parti 
cularly mention d here the CM] es of, ite Riera e 
out; where the Countrys are laid in arder; their: Bou hd aſſigu dt 
and che uſes, of their Soils Ipecify di; Which theiAngkntwowld 
i dit withthe Orig wen bead be Sure e 
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git! a 16oſe and ca- 


of Cotumehtary upon Homers. 
We may cärry this Argument Rarchery to ſuppoſe: his Miriig 


been round Afia Minor, from his UAE Diviſion of the Regniim 


Priami vetus (as Horace calls it) into its ſeparate auff ies, and 
the Account he gives of the bordering Nations in Alliance with 
it. Perhaps too in the 'Wandrings of Ulyſſes-about Sicily, whoſe 
Ports and ag Iſlands are — d, he might con- 

trive to ſend his Kerbe where he had made his o-wͤ Voyage 
beſdie. + Nor will the Fables he has intermingled be any 'Obje- 
ction to his Having travel'd in thoſe Parts, ſinee they are not 
related a the Hiſtory ef che preſent” time; but the Tradition of 
the former. His Anden er Ie his Deſeription of the 
Beaſts of Ly pb, and of the Climate in the -Fortunate Iſlands, 
may ſeem hs to give us a view of him in the Extreams of 
the Earth, where it was not barbarous or uninhabited. It is 
hard to ſet limits to: the Travels of a Man, who has ſet none 
to that deſire of Knowledge whieh made him undertake them. 
Who can ſay what People he has not ſeen, who appears to be 


vers d in the Cuſtoms of all? He takes the Globe for the Scene 


in which he introduces his Subjects; c he launches forward: intre- 


pidiy, like one to whom no Place is Rwy: ag be Citi 


zen of the World in gener. c 


When he return'd from his Travels, he denne to 1 apply 4 
himſelf to the finiſhing his Poems, however he might have ei- 


ther-deſign'd; begun, wo -purſu'd them before: In theſe he has 


treaſur d up his various Acquiſitions of | Knowledge; where they 
have been 


preſerv'd. through Ages; to be as well the [Proofs of 
his own Induſtry 


or * his 
115 


a Mixture. of 772 
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y, as the Inſtructions of Poſterity. ho: could 
then deſcribe his Saciifices after the olian manner; 


4 bee Hol W 


— had obſered in the orig Bea daſfing and? ala 
ing among its Crowd of Iſlands: He could repreſent the _ 
bers of an Army, by thoſei/Flocks of = gwutis he had fret! on 
the Banks of the G 1 ger M5 or being to deſcribe thar Heat ' oo nadlds 
Battel with which AcbiY/er' drove the THojans into thi River; | he 
could illuſtrate it with an Alluſion from Cyrerc'ar Cyprus, | 
when the Inhabitants burn'd-their Fields, the Graſs hoppers- fled 
before the Fire: to periſſi a the Ocean. His Fancy being fully 
repleniſh d, might ſupply him with every proper cceafional Image, 
and his Soul after having enlarg d itſelf, and taket i an enten- 
five Variety of the Gteation, might be equal to- the. Tutk of an 
Thad - TOA an Odyſſey. EI. mL T BATES 213. 03 
In his pe, we hear he felbblind; and ſeitled at UBS PI TEL. 
ays in the Nun to heli, which as is before” obſerv') is 
acknowledg'd' for his by Thueydides; and might 6ccafion both 
Simonides and Theoeritus to call him a Chian. Strabo relates, 
ported to 


That Lycurgus, the Legiſlator of Sparta, 

have Keys Gios . rn —— aſtet he 
had ftudy'd the Laws of Crete and Ag ypt, is order to form hi 
— erg If rhis be true, how/mich a nobler Repreſen- 
tation does it give of him,; and indeed more a to: What 
sec ee mighty Genius, chan thoſe 


ous Accoutits 
which keep him 2 the meaneſt ON What 


an Idea Ale we frame to odr ſoluc of a OCotiverſation;' held 
between two Perſons ſo eonfiderable 3 4 Philoſopher conſcious | 
of the Force of Poetry, and. d Poct knowing in the gs, of of 
Philoſophy ; both their Soulsimptor with Leitin em- 
nently rais 4 above little Deſigns, dr the meaner dow reſt, 
and meeting together to conſult the God of Mankind 2 But in 
this, I have only e je a Thought which is net to he infiſted 
22 Evidence of Hiſtory rather tende to pres that*Ly- 
curgus brought his Werks ſtom ia after his Death; which 
Ne 4 0 aſe e happens at a grear'ld "Ape, on ac- 
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His Chara- 


cter and 
Manners. 
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ada of his Circumference of Kearking, for which a thats Lite 
could never ſuffice. of 
If we would now make a 2 de conceis * 24 Geniuk 
and Temper of this great Man; 22 his 2 which would 
not furniſh us with Facts for his Life, will be more reaſonablß 
poſe uſe of to give us a Picture of his Mind: To this end there- 

ore, we may ſuffer. the very Name and Notion: of a Book to 
vaniſh. ſor a while, and look upon What is left; us as a Conver- 


ſation, in order to gain an Acquaintance with Hemer, Perhaps 
the — Air of his Works will become the general Sade 


of. his Genius, and the particular Obſeryations. give ſome Light 
to the particular Turns of his Temper. His comprehenſive Know- 
ledge ſhews that his Soul was not fotm'd' like a narrow-Chanelifor 


"a: Gogle Stream, but as an Expanſe which might receive an Ocean 


into its Boſom; that he had the ſtrongeſt Deſire of Improve- 
ment, and an r Curioſity, which made its Advantage 
of every tranſient Circumſtance, cr obvious Accident. His 
ſolid and ſententious Manner-may make us admire him for a Mari 
of judgment; one who, in the darkeſt Ages, could enter far into 
a Diſquiſition of human Nature; who, notwithſtanding all the 
Changes which Governments, Manners, Rites, and even the 
Notions of Virtue have undergone, could {till abound with ſo 
many Maxims .corteſpandent: to Truth, and Notions applicable 
to {4 many Sciences. The Fire, which is ſo obſervable in his Poem, 
as. to give -eyery. thing the moſt active Appeatance, may make 


err 


us naturally; conjectufe him to have been of a warm Temper, 


and lively Rehawiour; and the pleaſurable Air which every 
Where; prerſpreads:. it, may give us reaſon to think, That Fire 
of Imagination was temper d with Sweetneſs and Affahility. IF 
ye farther ohſerye the e he treats of, and imagine — 
he laid a Streſo upon the gentiments lie delivers, — to his 
real Opinions; we ſhall take him to be of a religious Spitit, by 


his ; ern ;almoſt every: Page big "OW of te God 
c 


0 we 2 er 


27%; his care to extol it every where: which 1 is carry'd to-ſuch 
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- heighth, as to mükd u Plutarch obſerve; That though many 


of — Barbangans are made Priſoners or Suppliants, yet nei 
ther of theſe diſgraceful Accidents (which are common to all 
Nations in War) ever happens to dne | Greek throughout: His 
Works: We ſhall take him to be a compaſſionate Lover of Mau- 
kind, from his numberleſs Praiſes of Hoſpitality and Charity; 
(if indeed we are not to account for em, as the common Writers 
of his Life imagine, from his owing his Support to theſe Virtues.) 
It might ſeem 1 Love of: Sthries, with his Manner af tel- 

ling them ſometimes, that he gave his o. Picture when he 
painted his Veftor, and, ae wiſe as he was was ho Enemy to 
Talking. One would think from his Praiſes of Wine, his copious 


Gohlets, and pleaſin iptiohs of Banduets; that he was ad- 


diced to a chearſul, ſociable Hife, whichi\Merate. W notice f 


us A kind of Tradition S NuY IRE 79 Ie F 4 __ Eren | & NY 4 V 
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And that he was not (as may be guokidrab# 


inte ki Works 
aueuſd tothe "Female Ser, will Appen frei his care to paint 
them amiably upon all occaſions: His)zZ#tdromache and Penelope 


are in each of his Poems müſt ſhining Qharacters of conjugal 


Affection; even his Halina herſolf ib drawn witt all the Softnings 
imaginable; his Soldiers-:aretexhorted-t6 chat with the hopes 
of Women ; his Cornmandersarbiferniſhidiwir hi fair Slaves i in 
theit Tents, nor is the venerable Nefor-withonth MA. 
It is true, that in this way ol tubing a: Bel into a Man, this 


| enki ging rom his Works to Hm al fx N tim atbeſt but hit off 
"wp fevr-GexHevhernofin-CharadtdvnoWhrekorts bihal-dedline the 


carrying it ' into) more ininute Points ant} conclude! with one 
-Diſcootliy which we may make.ifrompihis Bilende, a. Diſcovery 
extreamly»proper to/be' made in this mnmtt; whith is, that he 
— wehen b lo purer cy n . Pdets a 

$42 vg anne . 


* Plutarch de Aud | Poets, 


l 1 


Eternity 


Catalogue of 


his Wirks, 


we find our ſelves ſtill under an irre 


of Raillery, in which a 


the two former for that to Apollo, tlio it be: obſerv'd that the 


tn: KEss8av» on Flats. 


Eternity to their Writings: In 'both: which: Humer, who havidhe' 
beſt Title to ſpeak out, is altogether filent- As to the laſt of 
them, the World has mage him ample Recompence; it has 
given him that Eternity he would not promiſe kimſelf: But 
whatever Endeavours have been offer d in reſpect of the former, 
parable Loſs. That which 
others have faid of him has amounted to no more than Conje- 
cure ; that which I have ſaid is no. farther, to be inſiſted on: 
I have us d the liberty which is indulg d me by Precedent, to 
give in my Opinions among the Accbunts of others, and tlie 
World may be pleas d to receive them as ſo —_—_ Wn: Eu- 
deavours to gratify its Curioſit . 
The only unconteſtable Works which Fodder hits left behind 
him are the Liad and Odyſſey: The Batrachoinyomachia or Battle 
4 the Frogs and Mice, has been diſputed, but is however allow'd 
or his by many- great rn denp 3 amongſt whom ? Statius 
has reckon'd it like the Culex of Yi irg il, a T rial of his Force 
before his larger Performances It is Aadeed a beautiful Piece 
great Writer may delight to unbend him- 
ſelf; an Inſtance of that agrezable Tifling, which has been at 
ſome time or other indulg d by the fineft Genius s, and the Off- 
ſpring of that amuſing oa hovrfal Hotiour; which generally 
accompanies the Charader of a rich Imagination, ne of 
Mercury running mingled with a Mine of G⁷iw. 
The Hymns have been doubted: alſo, and attributed: by the 
Scholiaſt to Cynethus: the Rhapſodrft ; but notwithſtanding | the 
Tradition, neigt Thuoydides,\*\Lncian, nor Pauſanjas, have 
ſcrupled to cite them: as genuirie-. We have the Authority of 


word Niue is found in it, Which the Book de Poeſi Homerita 


(aſcrib'd to Pluturci) tells us; was not in uſe in Hamer's Time. 
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of which he has given us a Fragments That to. Ars is! objbfted 
againſt, for mentioning. Tü and that hich is the fitſt to 
Minerva, fer uling rn both of ikem being 3 — 
Author of the Treatiſe before mention du, Werde 
vention. The Hymn to Hanus has many of its Lines copy d 
by Firgil in the Interview bet — 
in the feſt YEneid.;. But whether, theſe: Hymng.. are» Homer'saor 
not, they are always judg d be near as ancient, if not of the 
Age with him. ont du 1203 - ennie We agoradvr 
The Epigrams are extracted out of the Life ſaid to be written 
by Herodotus; and we leave chers as ſuch to ſtand or: fall avithi it 
except the Epitaph on Midas, which is of very ancient Authori- 
ty, quoted withoutzits, Author beth hy Hate nnd Longinec, 
and 9 — 251 * Laertius) xſenb d by;"Simonides. 
the wile Man ; who. living long after. Hemers alen better 1 
the Age of Midas the 8on of Gordias. . 2050110 l ni ue 
Fhe Margizes, Which i Jof) is aid; Dy ch ale ca hase — 
| 2. Poem of. Sm, Nature; wherein Humer made aſc of Jam: 
bk Verſes as: p propet for Raillery.; It was a ſeſt upon the Fair 
Sex, and had its Name from one Marg item a weak Man who 
was the Subject of it. The Story is ſomething looks, a may be 
ſeen by the Account of it ill, prelery'd in Eufarhius's Comment 
on the Odyſſey. _ 
The Cercopes was, a Satyrical Wark, which . 57 WE may 
however imagine it. was leyel'd againſt the Vices of Men, if ur 
ConjeAure be right that it was founded. e the old, Fable of - 


the Cercopes, 8 Nation who Werd. Ward 'd into. M. for their.” 
Frauds. %% e ak. 


The Deſtruction of OEchalia, was a Poem of which (according 


It 


to Euflathius) Hercules was 985 Heroe; and the Subject, his ra- 


% 


had, GE a Ln 


% AA n h 15 „ 1 ll 


+4 % 


| aging that Country ; Ws Eurytus the, 
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An Es SAY on HOMER. 


The Ilias Minor was a Piece Which included both the taking 
of Troy, and the return of the Grætiant; In this Was the Story" 
of Sinon, Whieh Virgil has made uſe of: Ae putle has judg d it 
d to belong to Homer. 2125 ed ins ad 10 10A 

The Oypriacls, if it was upon them that Navis founded his 
Dias 'Cypria, (as Mr. Dacier conjectures) were the Love- Adven- 
tures of the Ladies at the Siege; theſe are rejected by f Hero- 
dotus, for iſaying that Paris brought Helen to Troy in three Pays; 
whereas Hamer aſſerts they were. log driven \ from. PRE 'to 
Place. 0? N 
There are allo eiber Things 3 to „ fack as whe Hep 
rapettion Goa the en arc oe Sec. in the ludicrous Man- 
ner; and the Thebais, E Pigoni, or ſecond siege of Thebes,' the 
Phocais Amazonia; &c. in the ſerious: which, if they were 
his, are now to be reputed a real Loſs to the leargi(a: World. 
Time, in ſome Things, may have prevail d over Homer himſelf, 
and left only the Names of theſe Works as Memorials that ſuch 
were in bang but while the /iad and Oy remain, he ſeems 
like a Leader; who' tho, he may have fail'd in a Skir mill, has 
carry d & _ 41 e 1 bade in 0 through all 
future ni 29 8 e 


14 It 


d REES 
— 
— a 


32 


= "= 


: ww py 
= _—- 
— 2 — — — 
623 2„%, X — . 
> A 


— — - o 
—— — — — — * a 


"PF 
2 


>* 
= - =» cux—_w_ 
—— — —ũ—2U2 — 
tary — — 


— 
* 


1 . . — 
42 een I 10 Ti * 200. rt £3594 
* = 4.4 3 v She + 4 64% 44. + % bs. — 4 6 AA Rt nb 6 9 4 i 3 7 * 
. CY 


* 4 : A Lad 
- , * — : * 
. 14 4 ; CT -} 
. Yu . 4 3 - +5 £ bs Ss 


Monu- THE Remlhe! we have at preſent Th thoſe Moffmenti Anti- 
Coins, Mar- quity had fram d for him, are but few. It could not be thought 
e that they who knew ſo little of the Life of Homer, could have 
* a right Knowledge of his Perſon; yet had they Statues of him 
as of their Gods, whoſe Forms hey had never ſeen, 7B Quin 
« imo que non ſunt, finguntur (lays 5 Pliny) pariuntque deſide- 
« ria non traditi vultus, ficut in Homero evenit. But tho' 
the ancient Portraits of him feem purely notional, ' yet they 


* 4,1 1 think OY: Has obſery' 7 in' RO him 


. 


>” 


d Arift. Poet. cop. 24: e Dac. en Arift. . cap. 24. at Herod. 12 2. 
5 Pliny, e 0  Raph Fabret, Explicatio Veteris Tabellæ Anaglyhe, Hom. Iliad. 
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with a ſhort curl'd Beard, and diſtin&t Marks of Age in his 
Forehead. That Which is 
from an ancient wan Nn 9 en ee _ pages nol 
Rome. 2B 481 178 itt 221 Id nn After 1705 

In Holliſſus near Chic hag is a Ruin; e was ſhown for 
the Houſe of Homer, which Leo Allatius went on Pilgrimage 
to viſit, and (as he tells us) found nothing but a few: Stones 
crumbling away with Age, over buys He and toe ip. Hcy 
wept for Batisfaction. * { 
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k Cicero; one of theſe is ſuppos d to be yet extant, and the ſame 
which they ſhow for the Temple of Janus. It agrees with 
| Strabo's Deſeri tion, a ſquare Building of Stone, near a River, 
thought to be the Meles, with two Doors oppolite to each other, 
North and South, and à large Niche within the Eaſt-Wall, 


Homærium. 


and Smyrna {till in being, and exhibited at the 
Eſſay. "T he moſt valuable with reſpe& to the Largeneſs of the 
Head is that of Anaſtrii which is carefully copied from an Ori- 
ginal belonging to the preſent Earl of Pembroke, and is the ſame 
which Gronovius Cuperus and Dacier have 1 95 of, but very 
incorrectly performed. 

But that which of all the Remains has been of late the chief 
Amuſement of the Learned, is the Marble call'd his Aporheoffs, the 
Work of Archelaus of Priene, and now in the Palace of Colonna. 


We ſee there a Tem ple hung with its Veil, where Homer is 


beginningof this 


Seats of his Gods; ſupported on each fide with Figures known 


— 


i Leo Allat. de An Hom. cap. 13. „ 1 & Geer gro Archia. 


I Strabo, J. 1 4: T3 Ts roa rie r yt rar 2 Flater, Kc. d. . 8 
n 


d to this Book, is taken 


They erected Temples to ** in een as appears from 


where the Image ſtood : But M. Hen denies this to be the trus 
Of the Medals ſtruck for ftw: there are we both of Chios 


plac'd on a Seat with a Footſtool to it, as be bas deſcrib'd the 


for the Iliad and the Od Yes, the one by the Sword, the other 
by, the Ornament of a Ship, which denotes the Veja on Ulyſſes. 


34 


On each ſide of his Footſtool ate Mice, in Alluſion to the 
Batrachomuomachia. Behind, is Time waiting upon him, and a 
Figure with Turrets on its Head, which ene the Morid, 
crowning him with the Laurel. Before him is an Altar, at which | 
all the Arts are ſacrificing to him as to their Deity. On one 
ſide of the Altar ſtands a Boy, repreſenting Mythology, on the 
other a Woman, repeatonting H fary ; ; after her is Poetry bring- 

ing the Sacred Fire; and in a long following Train, Tragedy, 
4 Nature, Virtue, Memory, Rheterich, and IC in 


all their proper Attitudes. 2 
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the Hiſtory of Humer Life, L. shall proceed to that 


Man, but as an .davbors. proſecute the Thread of his Story 
in this his ſecond Life, — the different Degrees of Eſteem 
which . thoſe Vd have obtain d in different Periods of 
Time. i Ned Hein & do od hlt noa tied 
It has been che fortune of ſeveral great Genius s not to be 


known while they liv d, either for; want of Hiſtorians, the 


a Poetical Temper is pecu 


culiacly addicted, Net aſter Death their 


Works give themſelves a Life in Fame, Without the help af 
an Hiſtorian; and, notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of theie 


Authos, or To Love of Retreat, 4 


go forth among Man- 
kind, the Glories, of that Age ger s produc d them, and 
the Deli 


ght of thoſe which follow it. "This is a Fate parti- 
cularly verify d in Homer, than whom no conſiderable Author 


is leſs known as to himſelf, or more | highly Malu d as to his 
Productions 
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avid now gie what was propos d concerning. 
of his, Works ; and conſideting him nd longer as 4 


Meanneſs of Fortune, or the Love of Retirement, to which 
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The fit 


Publication 
of his Werks ſome time after his Death, when L 
Lycur- 

gus, 


* 
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1 that time (continues this Authof) 


An Ess AY on Homes. 


The earlieſt Account of theſe is ſaid by Plutarch to be 
gcurgus ſail d to Afra E 
« There he had the firſt fig ht of Homers Works, which were 
bo; ae preſerv d by the "Grail children of Creophilus ; and 

ving obſerv'd that their pleaſurable Air of Fiction did 
not hinder the Poets abounding in Maxims of State, and 
« Rules of Morality, he tranſcribd and carry d with him 
« that entite Collection we have now among us: For at 
there was only an ob- 


( ſcure Rumour in Greece to the Reputation of theſe Poems, 


and but a few ſcatter d Fragments handed about, till Zy- 


8 


wet 


curgus publiſh' d them entire.” Thus they were in danger 
of being loſt as ſoon as they were produced, by the Misfor- 
tune of the Age, a want of Taſte in Learning, or the man- 
ner in which they were left to Poſterity, when they fell into 
the Hands of Lycurgus. He was a Man of great Learning, 
a Law-giver to a People divided and untractable, and one 
who had a Nation chat Poetry influence d and (civiliz'd the 
Minds of Men; which made him ſmooth the way to his 
Conſtitution n Songs of Thales the Cretan, whom he en- 
gag d. to write upon Obedience and Concord. As he propos d 

to himſelf that the Conſtitution he would raiſe upon this 
2 Union ſhould be of a martial Nature, theſe Poems were 
of an extraordinary Value to him: for they came with a full 
Force into his Scheme: the Moral they inſpir d was Unity; 
the Air they breath'd was Martial; and their Story had this 
Particular Engagement for the Latedeniinians, that it ſhew'd 
Greece i in War, and Afia ſubdu'd under the Conduct of one 
of their own' Monarchs, who commanded all the Grecian 
Princes. Thus the Poet both pleas'd the Law-giver, and the 
People: from whence he had a double Influence when the 
Laws were ſettled. For his Poem then became a Panegyrick 
on their Conſtitution," as wal as a a Regiſter « of their Glory; 
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and eonfffm'd them in the Love of it by A gallant Deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe Qualities and Actions for which it was adapted. 
This made Cleumenes call him The Port of ib Lacedamonians: 
And therefore when we remetnber chat Zo#r owed the Pub- 
lication of his Works to; Lycufguiʒ we ſhould grant too, that 
Lycurgus owed in ſome degree the Enforcement of his Laws 
to the Works of Hm 8 
At their firſt Appearance iti Grvezey they were not digeſted r i, Re 
into a reg ulat Body, but remain d as they were brought over Cnc. 
in ſeveral detateh'd Pieces, calf d (atcebrdiug to lian) from 
the Subject on which they treated; as the Bale at the Ships, qr; 
the Death of Dolon; be Vahur of \Aganiemnon; rbe Patro. 
clea; the Gro: of Calyploj Wege, G düse, "and the 
like. Nor were theſe entitled Ble, but Rhnpſodies ;"| from 
whence they who Tung them had the Title of Rhapſodifin 
It was in this manner they began to be diſperſt, while their 
Poetry, their Hiſtory,” the Glory they aſerib'd to Greets in 

general, the particular Deſcription they gave vf it, and the 

Compliment they paid to every little State by an honourable 
mention, ſo influene d all, that they were tranſerib d and ſung 
with general Approbation. But What ſcems te have moſt re- 
commended them was, that Grete whiclf ebuld not be 
great in its divided Condition, looked upon the Fable of 
them as a likely Plan of future Grandeur. They ſeem from 
thenceforward to have had an Eye upom the Conqueſt of Afa; 
as a proper Undertaking "which by ite Importance might 
occaſion Union enough to give a Diverſion from Civil Wars, 
and by its Profecution bring in an Acquiſition of Honour 
and Empire. This is the meaning of A Hocrutes, when he tells 
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An Ess avon HOM ER. 


us, That“ Homer Poetry was in the greater Eſtee becauſe :R 
« it gave exceeding Praiſe to, thoſe To fought againſt the 
« Barbariant. Our Anceſtors ;-{ Dm bed honour'd it 
«with a Place in Education and muſical Conteſts, that by 
ei often hearing it we ſhould. have a Notion of an original 
« Enmity between us and thoſe Notions; and chat admiring 
« the Virtue of thoſe who fought at Troy, we ſhould be in- 
« ducd to emulate their Glory.” And indeed they never 
quitted this thought, 5 they had ſucceſsfully, weer d their 
Arms wherever Homer might thus excite then. 


Digefted int But while his Works were ſuffer d to lie in an 8 
order at 


ee manner, the Chain of Story was not always perceiv'd, ſo that 

they loſt much of their Force and Beauty by being read diſ- 
a. - Wherefore as Liaced mon had the firſt Honour of 

their Publication by IL. ycurgus, that of their Regulation fell 

to the ſhare of Aubent in the time of * Solon, who himſelf made 

a Law for their recital. It was then that Piffrarus, the Ty- 

rant of Athens, who was a Man of great Learning and Elo- 

quence (as * Cicero has it) firſt put t — the confus d Parts 

of Homer, according to that 5 in which they are now 
handed down to us. He divided them into the two different 

Works, entitled the Ziad and Odyſſas; he digeſted each ac- 

cording to the Author's, deſig n to make their Plans become 

evident; and diſtingu ile d each again into twenty four Books, 

to which were — prefix d the twenty four Letters. 
There is a Paſlage — in 5 Plato, which takes this Work 

from Pififtratus, by giving it to his Son ZHypparchus ; with 

this addition, that he commanded them to be ſung. at the 

| Feaſt call d Panathenæa. Perhaps it may be, as“ Leo Allatins 
: has imagin'd, becauſe the Son public d the Copy more cor- 
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e Diog. Laert. vit. Sl. ff Quis doctior iiſdem illis temporibus aut 
cujus eloquentia litteris inſtructior quam Piſiftrati ? Qui primus Homeri libros, confuſos 
antea, ſie diſpofuiſſe dicitur ut nunt habemus. Cie. de Orat. l. 3. Lide etiam El. I. 13. cap. 13. 
I.iban. Pan r. in Jul. Anonymam e vitam. Fuſias vero in Commentatoribus Dyon. | 
Thracis. g Plato in Hypparcho. h Tod Allatius de Patria Hom. cap. 5. 
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rectly This he offers, to reconcile ſo great a Teſtimony a8 
Plats s to. the Cloud of Witneſſes which are againſt him 
in it: But be that as it will, Aubent ſtill claims i its proper 
Honour. of reſcuing the Father of Learning from the i injuries 
of Time, of e reſtor d Hemer to himſelf, and given 
the World a view of him in his Perfection. 80 that if his 
Verſes were before admit d for their ie and Baauty as the 
Stars were before they were conſidet d in a Syſtam of Science; 
they are now admit if much mare for their graceful Harmony, 
and that Sphere of Order in which they appear to move. They 
became henceforward more the — of tbe Wits of u 
more the Sold of their Studies, and the Employment of 
their Peng, 0 zig: mot Bus a) n Sar Ni a — 
Abeut the time chat this new Edition e ber was pub- 
liſh'd in Athens, there was one Cyrethus," a learned : Rhap< = 
ſodiſt, who (as the i Scholiaſt of Pi informs us) ſettled firſt 
at Syracuſe in that Employment; and if (as Les Hllatius be- 
Sat he hag been before an Aſſiſta nt. in the Edition, he 
may be ſuppos d to have firſt — it abroad: But it was 
not long preſerv d correct among his Followers; they com- 
mitted Miſtakes in their Trassen and Repetitiont, and 
had even the Pre ſumption to alter ſome Lines, and interpo 
late others. Thus the Works of Homer ran the danger of 
being utterly defac d; which made it become the concern of 
Kings and Philoſophers, that they thauld be reſtor d to their 
Primitive 5 12 8 Bus 7800 T & Keck nic vd nine: 
In the Front ink theſe is Hleramder the: b Edition 
they will appear peculiarly: caleulated: if we conſider that i” . en 
no Books more enliven or — perſonal Valqur, which Was ander. 
reat in him to "Re we call Romantick: Neither has any 
more applicable to his Deſigns wers ge of 
it happen d) to N prog: there. It was then n 


ments Jn * Fries 40 urge! e the J. e Had Aon bis dccount, from 
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which was found among the 
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thoſe Errors and Editions which had crept into it. And ſo * 
was Alexander himſelf from eſteeming it a Matter of ſmall 
Importance, that he afterwards i aſſiſted in a ſtrict Review of 
it with Anaxarchus and 'Califthenes ; whether it was meerly y 
becauſe he eſteem'd it a Treaſury of military Virtue and Know- 
ledge ; or that (according to a late ingenious ConjeQure) he 
had a farther Aim, in promoting the Propagation of it when 
he was ambitious to be eſteem d a Son! of Jupiter; as a Book 
which treating of the Sons of the Gods, ' might make the In- 
tercourſe between them and Mortals deren a familiar No- 
tion. The Review being finiſh'd, he laid it up in a Casket 
Spoils of Darius as what beſt de- 
ſerv'd ſo ineſtimable a Caſe, and from this Gircumtance” it 
was nam'd The Edition of the Cuslet. A ent 

The Place where the Works of Hans- were next found in 
the greateſt Regard, is'Wpypr, under the Reign of the Pro- 
Jomys. Theſe Kings being deſcended from Ve retain d 
always a Paſſion fr their original Country. The Men, the 
Books, the Qualifications of i it, were in eſteem in their Court; 
they preſerv'd the Language in their Family; they encourag d 
a Concourſe of learned Men; erected the greateſt Library in 
the World; and train d up their Princes under Grecian Tu- 
tors; among whom the moſt confiderable were appointed for 


Resi of Homer. The firſt of theſe was ® Zenodotus, Li- 
b 


rary- Keeper to the firſt Prolomy, and qualify'd for this Un- 
dertaking by being both a Poet, and a Gramimarian; a com- 
2 Character in which there was Fancy for 8 Diſco- 

very of Beauties, and a minuter Judgment r 4 Detection of 
Faults. But neither his py nor that which” his Diſcif ple 
Ariftophanes had made, arisf ing Ari farchius,” whom Prion 
Philometor ado appointed over his Sen Emergetes) hi ſet hint 
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ſelf to another. Correction with all the Wit and Learm- 
ing he was Maſter of. He teſtor d ſome Verſes to their for- 
mer Readings, rejectell others which he mark dewith Obe- 
licks as ſputious, ànd proceeded» with-fuch- induſtrious No- 
curacy, that, Wee there were — — 4 
againſt his Performance; ee ty has —— 

in it. Nay, ſo far have . — Opinion in his —4 
vour, as to call a Man an " friftarchus — they meant to 
ſay a candid, judicious Critick; in the ſame manner as they 


call the contrary a Zoilus, from that Zoilus who about this 
time wrote an envious Oriticiſm u Homer. And now 
we mention theſe two t 


ogether, I faney it will — 


Characters ſtand in Contraſt to each other, for Examples to 
future Ages, at the head of the two ſorts of 'Criti- 
ciſm, which proceed from good Nature, . from ill Will. 
The one was honour'd witk che Offices and Countenante of 
the Court; the other, when he apply d to the ſame Place 


for an Encouragement amongſt chen Men ef Learning; had 


his Petition rejected: The' one had his Fame continu'd to 
Poſterity; 


the other is only *remember'd with Infamy: If 


the one had Antagoniſts, they were oblig'd ts pay him the 
deference of a formal Anſwer; the other was never anſwer'd 


but in general, with thoſe .opprobrious Names of Thracidn 
Slave and 'Rbetbrical' Dig':*The one is ſuppos d tb have his 


Copy ſtill remaining; while the 6ther's' Renin are berg 
as things that Men were alham'd xo 


ſert of whatever ariſes from the miſerable n of *. 
Will © Mc, obey 


It was not the Arhbicichs of Amp, oh] 
correct Edition of Homer. We find in the 5 Life of. 
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Oayſſes, was ſent for by Antiocbus King of Syria, and entet- 
tain'd by him while. he aniſh'd * the | Lads. We 
read too of others which were-publiſh'd with the Names of 
Countrys ; ſuch as the 4 Maſſalietick and Symopick : : as if the 
World were agreed to make his Works in their Survival un- 
dergo the , Fate with himſelf; and that as different Cities 
contended for his Birth, ſo they might- again contend for his 
true Edition. But though: tae Reviews were not peculiar 
to Agypt, the greateſt Honour was theirs, to that univerſal 
Approbation' which the Performance of © Ariftarchus receiv'd ; 
and if it be not his Edition which we have at preſent,: We 
know not to whom to aſeribe it. 
1 India . But the World was not contented barely to have ſettled an 
Tea. Edition, of his Works. There were e KS Comments 
in which they were open d like a Treaſury of Learning; and 
Tranſlations whereby other Languages became enrich'd. by 
an Infuſion of his Spitit of Poetry. an. tells us, that 
even the Indians had them in their Tongue, and the Per fian 
Kings ſung them in theirs. Perus mentions. a Verſion into 
Latin by Labeo, and in general the Paſſages and Imitations 
' which. are taken from him are ſo numerous that he may 
be ſaid to have heen tranſlated, by piecemeal into that, and 
all other Languages. Which — —5 us this Remark, that 
there is hardly any thing in him, which has not been pitch'd 
upon by ſome Author or other for a particular Beauty. 
Tie Extent” It is almoſt incredible to what a Height the Idea of that 
A del, Re" Veneration the Angients paid to Homer will ariſe, to one 
raged who. reads particularly. with this View, through all thefe Pe- 
Kerl. riods. He was no ſooner come from his 3 but Greece 
receiꝰ d him with Delight and Profit: There were then but 
few Books to divide their Attention, and none which had a 
better Title to engroſs it all. They made ſome daily Diſco- 
veries of his Beauties, which were ſtill Promenes in their 
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p Euſtathius Initio Iiadss. Khan, r 
pony e ee A q in different 


different Channels by the favourite Qualities of different Na- 
tions. Sparta and Macedon conſidet d him moſt in reſpect 
of his warlile Spirit; Aubens and 4] 
Poetry and Learning ; 


- and all their Endeavours united, under 


the Hank, of the Learned, to make him blaze forth i into an 


univerſal Character. His Worles which from the beginning 
paſs d for excellent Poetry, grew to be Hiftory and Geograpby ; 

they roſe to be a Magazine of Stiences ; were exalted into a 
{ti of Religion; gave a Sanction ta whatever Rites they 
mention d; were quoted in all Caſes ſor the Conduct of Life, 
and learned by Heart as the very Book: of Belief and Practice. 
From him ths Poets drew* theie I Inſp pirations, the Crizzcks their 
Rules, and the -Phileſophers.a; Defence: of their Opinions: 

Every Author was fond to uſe his Name ; and 3 and every Profeſſion 
writ Books upon him, till they ſwelld to Libraries. The 
Warriors form d themſelves by "his Heroes, and the Oracles 
deliver d his Verſes for Anſwers. Nor was Mankind ſatisfy d 
to have thus ſeated his Character at the Top of human Wik- 
dom, but, being over-born with an-imagination that he tranſ- 
cended their Species, they admitted him to ſhare in thoſe Ho- 
nours they gave the Deities. They inſtituted Games fot him, 
dedicated Statues; erected 9 — as at Smyrna, Chios, and 
Alexandria; and * Ælian tells us, That when the Argives ſa- 
crific d with their Gueſte, they 15 d to eth Preſence af 

Apollo and Homer togethe. 


4 


Wit with regard to his 


bus he was ſextled on a Foot 1 | Adoration, ts" conti- The Decline 


nu'd highly venerated, in the Nomam Ein 
nity began. Heatheniſm was then to be — d, and Homer 

appear d the Father of it; whoſe Fictions were at once the 
Belief of the Pagan Religion, and the Objections of Chriſtianity 
againſt it. He ee -therefore very — involy'd in the 
Queſtion; and not wich chat Honour which hitherto attended 
him, but as a Criminal | who had drawn DIY inte Folly. 
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An Ess AY on HOMER. 


He was on one Hand accus'd for having fram'd '* Fables u pon 
the Works of Moſes; as the Rebellion of the Giants foal” 
the building of Babel, and the caſting Ate or Strife out of 
Heaven from the Fall of Lucifer. He was expos'd on the 
other hand for thoſe which he is'ſaid'to invent, as when u Ar- 
nobins crys out, This is the Man who wounded your Venus, 
« jmpriſon'd your Mars, who free'd even your Jupiter by 
cc Bad: and who finds Authorities for all your Vices,” &c. 
Mankind was » derided for whatever he had hitherto made 
them believe; and * Plato, who expell'd him his Common- 
wealth, has, of all the Philoſophers, found the beſt Quarter 
from the Fathers, for paſſing that Sentence. His fineſt Beau- 
ties began to take a new Appearance of pernicious Qualities ; 
and becauſe they might be confider'd as Allurements to Fancy, 
or Supports to thoſe Errors with which they were mingled, 
they were to be depreciated while the Conteſt of Faith was 
in being. It was hence, that the reading them was diſcou- 
rag'd, that we hear Nuſſiuus accuſing St. Jerome for it, and 
that 5 St. Auſtin rejects him as the grand Maſter of Fable; 
tho' indeed the dulciſſime vanus which he applies to Homer, 
looks but like a fondling manner of parting with him. | 

This ſtrong Attack againſt our Author oblig'd thoſe Phi- 
loſophers who could have acquieſe'd' as his Admirers, to ap- 
pear as his Defenders; who becauſe they ſaw the Fables could 
not be literally ſupported, endeavour'd to find'a hidden Senſe, 
and to carry on every where that Vein of Allegory which was 
already broken open with Succeſs in ſome Places. But how 
miſerably were they fore d to Shifts,” when they made * Funo's 
dreſſing in the Ceftos for Jupiter ts ſignify the purging of the 
Air as it approach'd the Fire? Or the Story of Mars and 
Venus, that Inclination they have to Incontinency who are 


born when theſe Planets are in 4 Conjun@tion?! 7 IE acts Pau, 
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An Ess av on HOMER. 45 
ing had here a large. Field, to diſplay themſelves, th to diſ- 


agree in: for ſometimes Jupiter, and ſometimes Yulcan, was 
made to ſignify the Fire; or Mars and Yenus were allow'd 
to give us a Lecture of Morality at one time, and a Problem 
of Aſtronomy at another. And theſe ſtrange Diſcoveries, which 
Porpbyry and the reſt would have to paſs 12 the genuine The- 
ology of he Greeks, prove but (as * Eigſebius terms it) the per- 
verting of Fables into a myſtick Senſe. They did indeed often 
defend Homer, but then they allegorized away their Gods by 
doing ſo. What the World took for ſubſtantial Objects of 
Adoration, diſloly'd before i its Eyes into a figurative Meaning, 
a moral Truth, or a Piece of Learning which might equally 
correſpond to any Religion; and the Learned at laſt had left 
themſelves nothing to worſhip when they came to find an 
Object in Chriſtianity, 
The Diſpute of Faith being. over, ancient E de- Referation 
ſumed its Dignity, and Homer obtain d his proper Place in erke ts | 
the Eſteem of Mankind. His Books are now no longer the e TM k. 
Scheme of a living Religion, But become the Fes egiſter. of one 
of former Times. They, are not now receiv'd for. a Rule of 
Life, but valu'd for thoſe. ;uſt Obſervations which are dif pers d 
through them. They are no longer pronounced from Oracles, 
but . Rill by. THE for their Learning. . . Thoſe: Re- 
marks, which, the Philoſophers made u pon them, have their 
Weight with 1 us; thoſe Beauties which 155 Poets dwell d upon, 
their Admiration And even after 3 of what was 
extravagant in his Run of. 1 Wh: he 2 0 ch * 
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mighty Genius not tranſcende Vany which ha ve fi fince ari ſens 
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— ſent Opinion of Homer by a view of his Learning, com- 
Time, par'd with that of his Age. For this end he may firſt be 
conſider d as a Poet, that Character which was his profeſſedly; 
and ſecondly as one endow'd with other Sciences, which muſt 
be ſpoken of not as in themſelves, but as in Subſervieney to 
his main Deſign. | Thus he will be ſeen on his right Foot of 
Perfection in one view, and with the juſt Allowances which | 
ſhould be made on the other: While we paſs through the ſe- 
veral Heads of Science, the State of thoſe Times in which 
he writ will ſhow us both the Impediments he roſe under, and 
the-Reaſons why, ſeveral things in him which have been obje- 
| Red to, either could oy TY, not be otherwiſe than they 
are. ? * weine, 
As for the State „ it was at a low Pitch in the 
Age of Homer. There is mention of Orpheus, Linut, and 
Muſeus, venerable Names in Antiquity, and eminently cele- 
brated in Fable for the wonderful Power of their Songs and 
Muſick. The learned Fabricius, in his Bibliotbeca Græca, has 
reckon'd about ſeventy who are ſaid to have written before 
ths ein . wy Hamer. 


A View of 1 T remains in this. Hiſtorical Eflay, to n our pre- 


In Poetry. 


a Ess Ar 07 Neun 


Humer: but: their Wotke wegn de Rrrſecy dk and gary be only 
confſider'd (if they were really: exgelkent)-as/ the Happineſa of 
their on Generatien. What ſors of, Foete Hen fav in his 
on Time may be gather d from hi Deſenption of Dem 
docus and Phemius, whom he has introduc d as; Op 


to eelebrate his Profeſfon, The -ipperiect:Rifinge of the 


Art lay then among the Extempore- Singers of Stories at Ban- 


quets, who were half Singers, half Muſiciane. Nor was * 
Name of Poet then in heing, or once —* . Amer 
Works. From this Eogtr bas taken a k 
to uſher it into the World with _ I Stroke of Praiſe 
Which has ever, heen given it. It is, in the ei 
where Ulyſſes, puts Demadocus upon a trial: o 
docus having — —— the Gue 
Trojan; War; „All this (Gn Lanes you, hage ſung very 
„ elegantly, as, if you hag, either been e or heard it 
« reported; but paſs, now, teln Sufis. I ſhall, give, you, Ling 
0 the Management of Ulyſſes et in the wood len Horſe, 
ce happen d, and I will 5 E 42 e have taught 
« you. your Songs. This, the, 177 being inſpir' d from 
Heaven, begins immediately, and, U es by. weeping at the 
recital conteſles the Truth of i it. We A here a Narration 
which could only paſs. upon an Ns extreamly 1 ignorant in 
the Nature of Poetry, where that Claim of In piration is 
given to it, which it has never 4 laid down, and. (which 
is more) a Power of, prophecy leaf og aſcrib'd to, it. 
Thus much. therefore. we gather ff rom. Sow f. concerning the 
moſt ancient State. of Poetry in. Greece ; 1 at no one was 
honour'd with the Name of Poet, before Him whom it has 


Demo- 


eſpecially belong d. to ever after. And if we farther appeal 5 


to the conſent of Authors, we find he has other Titles for 
being call'd the firſt, | © Foſephus. obſerves, That the Greeks 


LAYERS conteſted, but hes was the. mf. ancient, whoſe Books + 
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they had in Writing. , Ariftotle ſays, He was the « firſt 
« who brought all the Parts of a Poem 'ints'6ne/ Piece,” to 
which he adds „ with "true Judgment,“ to give" bim A 
Praiſe + including both the Invehtion and Perfection And 
Horace acquaints us, that he invented the very Meaſure which 
is call'd Hervick from or UROL on ch iow Oy 4 
. it "1 38S 83 1410 

E pg Arles, Waeepe v ene bel, 

EN feribr Palfent numero nnr vn Homerus*. : 


Whatever was ſerious or mignifeent made a part of Bis 8 Sub 
ject: War and Peace were the comprehenſive Diviſion in 
which he conſider d the World; and the Plans of his Poems 
were founded on the moſt active Scenes of each, the Adven- 
tures of a Siege, and the Accidents'of a Voyage. For theſe 
his Spirit was equally active and various, lofty in Expreſſion, 
clear in Narration, natural in Deſcription, rapid in Action, 
abundant in Figures. If ever he appears leſs than himſelf, it 
is from the Time he writ in; and if he runs into Errors, it 

is from an Exceſs, rather chan a Defect of Genius. Thus he 

roſe over the Poetical World, ſhining out like a Sun all at once, 
which if it ſometimes make too faint an Appearance, tis to 

be aſcrib'd' only to the neceſſity of the Seaſon that keeps it at 

a diſtance; and if he is ſometimes too violent, we confeſs 

at the ſame time that we owe all things to' his Heat. 8 

Theology. As for his Theohogy, we ſee the Heathen Syſtem ENT 

follow'd. This was all he could then have to work upon, and 
where he fails of Truth for want of Revelation he at leaſt 

| hows his Knowledge in his own Religion by the Traditions 

he delivers. But we are now upon a Point to be farther 
handled, becauſe the greateſt Controverſy concerning the 

Merit of Homer Tee — it. Let us confer os that 
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995 was an Age in Greece, when natural Reaſon only diſcoyer'd 
there muſt be ſomething ſuperior to us, and Tradition had af- 
fix d the Notion. to a.number of, Deities.,; At this time Hamer 
roſe with the fineſt Turn imaginable, for Poctry, who deſigu- 
ing to inſtruct Mankind. tn the manner for which . be, was 
moſt. adapted, writ Poems wherein he made uſe of the Mi- 
niſtry of the Gods to give the higheſt Air of Surpriſe and 


Veneration to his Writings. Lie found. the Religion of Man; 


* 


kind wrapt up. in Fables; it was thought then che eaſiaſt m 
to convey Morals to the People, who, were allur d to Attention 
by Pleaſure, and aw'd with, the Opinion of a hidden Myſtery. 
Nor was it his Buſineſs when he undertook. the Province 


of a Poet (not of à meer Philoſopher) to be the firſt Who 


ſhould diſcard That which, furniſhes Poetry wich its "moſt 
beautiful Appearance: and eſpecially. ſince the Age he liv d 


e: and eſpecially. 
in, by diſcovering its Taſte, had not only given him Autho- 


rity, but even put him under the neceſſity. of preſerving it; 
Whatever: therefore he might think of his Gods, he took 
them as he found them: he brought; them into Action accord- 


ing to the Notions which were then entertain d, and in ſome 


Stories as they were then beliey'd ; unleſs, we imagine that he 
invented every thing he delivers. Yet. there are ſeveral Rays 


s > - ry 


of Truth ſtreaming through all this Darkneſs, in thoſe Senti- 


44 & * 


ments he; entertains. concerning the Gods; and ſeveral Mie. 


gories lightly veil d over, from whence. the learned drew new 
Knowledges, each according to his Power of Penetration and 
mprehend him in all 


Fancy, But that we may the better, compre! 
the Parts of this general View, let us extract from him a Scheme 


* 


| ns nn OR OTTER 161 (3ST 
He has a Jupiter, a Father of. Gods. and Men, whom he 
makes ſupreme, and to whom he applice ſeveral Attri- 
butes,, as Wiſdom, Lettie, Knowledge, Power, Ge. 


which are efſentially, inherent to che Idea of a God. He 
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has given him two Paſt, ont f. ekt he et "Wu 
ral Good or Evil fof thi Eife ef Man; he e 85 5 
in*Council: round him; he males 8 Prayer 5 pals to 1. 

before him; and Maikind adoré Hir Wich 8a ifics. But All 
this * Ar catarice, Wherein Poet! y P paid Abferent . 
Rea i 7 — mitigled With the Imperfection d Het 


Natufe; ot th ying For Pa ons to the f= 
preiric Being . ith he ping tteafed" With this 


"thi 
Goßes {bo WER rest on 9 Blue. a Novels aw 
 enifited from our eamitdti pe Jen: Plalltics? For le 4 
cudde to eat, drink,” Stid ſleep: büt this his Admirers would 
imagine te ew nly 4 pröffer Way of re precrig a” genera 
Notion of- Happitefs,'- becauſe” he” aff ag chat 
the Food'of the! I, was Wt of Fro tl — ite wi th 607 
But u pon the whole; while Ke e deap ohr d to ſpeak of" eit 
ee © fight Inföfr mation, R al bord d to take hitm fro 
chat Image He. diſcoyerd in "ME; PE arid (like one IH, bei 
dazled with the Sun an the He ven, Would 0 Hm as 
is reflected 1d 4 Riber) he Hie taken off the Impreſſion n 
only: rufle® with the Emotion of our Paſſions, bor obſcur' 0 
with the earthy Mixture of our Natures. TN 
The ey Gods hays alf their Province «fl nd 
«Everything las its pecuftar Deity,” ſays Nan ln, Tyrius, 
<«\by Aich Ener- would inhiürttäte tar che Godhes Pol 
& preſent to all things”: When they are confßider d-farthery 
we find he has turn'd®the Virtues and End6yments of oi 
Minds into Perſons, to make the Springs! of Action . K. 
viſible; and becauſe they are giren B/ the Gods? he fes 
preſents them as Gods themſelves geſcending. from Heaveſ? 
in the lame ſtrong Light he ſhows our Vices when they oc- 
_eafion Misfortunes, like extraordinary Powers which Jani 
- them upon us, and even our natural Puniſhftients are repreſent& LS 
at Puniſhers chemſelves. But when we come to o ſee che mitt: M4 
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ver they are introduc d. in, they are found feaſting, fighting; 


 wounded)by. Men, and ſhedding a fort; of Hen; in which 


his Machines play a little. — ther Fable Which n 


admitted to procure the Pleaſure of: Gurprise, violently 
prefles the Allegory, and. its may be laſt-labowr'to ſeareli for 
* eyery minute Circumſſance, if indeed it was intended to 


there. The main Deſien was however 2 


ophieal,! the 
Dreſs the. Poet's, which is ud for neceſſity and allo d 


be ornamental. And ther will be — * Bil to be o/ 
fer d in his Defence, if he has hoth pręſarvid the 


grand Moral 
from being obſeur d, and —— his Works with 
ſuch Sentimanty of the Gods s belong d to the Age lie liv'd 


in; Which that he did, appears b bacing ben had 
that Sucre s for which Allegory was contriv'd. It is the 
ce 1 ee of Man, fays * Masi#1Tyrius, to diſeficem what 
is plain, and admire What ib hidden 4 This the Poets diſ- 
3 invented the Fable for a Remedy, when they 

00 3 of holy Matters; which being more obſcure than 
60 Converſation, po more clear: than ithackiddle „is a Mean 
0 between Knowledge and Ignorance; belie v d partly for bes 
<« ing agreeable,- and partly fer being 1 Thus 2b 
« Poets.in Name, and Philoſophers in Effect, they drew Man» 
« kind gradually to a;ſearch after Truth, when dne Nane of 
Philoſopher would have bern harſhand diſpleaſing 
When Homer proceeds to tell us our Duty to theſe ſupe· 


LY 


xior Beings, we find. Prayer, Sasriſice, Luſtration, and all the 


Rites which, — — d religious, cotuſtantly recommended 
under fear of [their Diſpleaſure., We find too a Notion of the 


Soul's ſubſiſting after this Life, but ſot want of Revelation he 
knoeys not . hat to leckon the. Happineſs of a future State, ta 
ARG who was not deity d: Whicb is plain from the Speech 
of Achilles to Llyſſes in the Region of the dead; Where he 
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tells him, that. he would rauher ſerve the pooreſt Creature 1 
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te upon Earth than rule over all che departed. ” It was chief 
or this Reaſon that Plato excluded him his Common- 
xr he thought Homer ſpoke indecently of the Gods, 
and dreadfully of a future State; in which Sentence he has 
made no Allowance for the Times he writ in. But if * 
can not be defended in every thing as a Theologiſt, 

we may ſay in reſpect of his Poetry, that he has enrich'd ir 
from Theology with true Sentiments for Profit, adorn'd it 
with Allegories for Pleaſure, and by uſing ſome Machines 
which have no farther Significancy or are ſo refin'd as to 
make it doubted if they have any, he has however produc'd 
that Character in Poetry which we call the Marvellous, and 
from which the Agreeable (according to Arifotle) is always 
inſeparable. 


If we take the State of G at his time in a Political 


View, we find it a ® diſunited Country, made up of ſmall 


States; and whatever was manag'd in War amounted to no 
more than inteſtine Skirmiſhes or Pyracies abroad, which were 
eaſily reveng'd on account of their Diſunion. Thus one Peo- 
ple ſtole Europa, and another To; the Grecians took Heſione 
from Troy, and the Trojans took Helena from Greece in Re- 
venge. But this laſt having greater Friends and Alliances than 
any upon whom the Rapes had hitherto fallen, the Ruin of 
Troy was the Conſequenee; and the Force of the Afatick Coaſts 
was ſo broken, that this Accident put an end to the Age of 
Pyracies. Then the inteſtine Broils of Greece (which had been 
diſcontinued during the League) were renew'd upon its Diſſo- 
lution. War and Sedition mov'd People from Place to Place 
during its want of Inhabitants; Exiles from one Country were 
receiv'd for Kings in another and Leaders took Tracts of 
Ground to beſtow them upon their Followers. Commeree was 
neglected, living at home unſafe, and nothing of Moment 
tranſacted * any but againſt their Neighbours: * Acbens ph, 
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whikee the People were undiſturb'd becauſe it was a barren 5 
Soil which no Body coveted, had begun to ſend Colonies 4 
broad, being 2 ibry d with Inhabitants. . _ - 

1 Nov a Poem coming out at ſo ſeaſonable a Time, with a 
Moral capable of healing theſe Diſorders by promoting Union, 
we may reaſonably think it was deſign'd for that End to 
which it is fo peculiarly adapted. If we imagine therefore 
that Homer was a Politician in this Aﬀair, we may ſuppoſe F 
him to have look d back into the Ages paſs'd, to ſee if at 
any time the Diſorder had been lefs ; and to have pitch'd 
upon that Story wherein it found a temporary Cure, that by 
celebrating it with all poſſible Honour he might inſtit a De- 
fire of the ſame ſort of Union into the Hearts of his Coun- 
try-men. This indeed was a Work which could belong to- 
none but a Poet, when Governors had Power only over ſmall - 
Territories, and the numerous Governments were every way 
independent. It was then that all the Charms of Poetry were 
call'd forth to inſinuate the important Glory of an Alliance; 
and the Iliad deliver d from the Mu/es' with all the Pomp 
of Words and artificial Influence. Union among themſelves 
was recommended, Peace at home, and Glory abroad: 
And left this ſhould be render d uſeleſs by Miſmanage- 
ments, he Jets us into farther Leſſons concerning it. How 
when his Kings quarrel, their Subjects ſuffer ; when they 
act in Conjunction, Victory attends them. When they meet 
in Ccuncil, Plans are drawn. and Proviſions made for future 
Action; and when in the Field, the. Arts of War are de- 
ſcrib'd with the greateſt Eradtnefs. Theſe were Lectures of 
general concern to Mankind, proper for the Poet to deliver 
and Kings to attend to; ſuch as made Porphyry, write of the 
Profit that Princes miglit receive from Homer; and Stratecles, 
Hermias, and Frontinus. extract military Diſcipline out of 
him. Thus tho' Plato has baniſh'd him from one imagi- 
nary Commonwealth, he has full been ſerviceable to many 
real ee „ e a dt : 
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Morality. The Morality of Greece could not be perfect while there 
g was a Weakneſs in its Government; Faults in Politicks are ocs. 
caſion'd by Faults in Ethicks, and occaſion them in their 

| 4 1 m3 TY | * 

turn. The Diviſion. into ſo many States was the riſe of fre- 

quent Quarrels, whereby Men were bred up in a kind of 

rough untractable Diſpoſition. Bodily Strength met with 

the greateſt Honours, becauſe it was daily neceſſary to the 
Subſiſtende of little Governments ; and that headlong Courage 

which throws it ſelf forward to Enterprize and Plunder, was 
univerſally careſs d, becauſe it carry d all things before it. It 

is no wonder in an Age of ſuch Education and Cuſtoms; 

that, as Thucydides ſays, Robbing was honour'd, provided 

« it were done with Gallantry, and that the ancient Poets 

made People queſtion one another as they fail'd by, if they 

« were Thieves? as a thing for which no one ought either 

« to be ſcorn'd or upbraided.” Theſe were the ſort of Actions 

| which the Singers then recorded, and it was, out, of ſuch, an 
Age that Homer was to take his Subjects For this reaſon 

(not a want of Morality. in him) we ſee a boaſting Temper 

and unmanag d Roughneſs in the Spirit of his Heroes, which 

ran out in Pride, Anger, or Cruelty. It is not in him as in 

cur modern Romances, where Men are drawn in Perfection, 

and we but read with a-tender Weakneſs what we can nei- 

ther apply nor emulate. Hamer writ for Men, and there- 

fore he writ of them; if the World had been better, he would 

have ſhewn it ſo; as the Matter now ſtands, we ſee.his Peo- 

ple with the turn of his Age, infatiably thirſting after Glory 

and Plunder; for which however he has found them a law- 
| ful Cauſe, and taken Care to retard their Succeſs by thoſe very 
Fs raph ons {norman wh: go; | 
1 +. To the Proſecution of the Story every Part of it has it: 
[ | Leſſons of Morality: There is brotherly Love in Ag emnon 
an Haebilles and Farrocſui and the 
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of the Tad as more partictilar fer its Peliticke We may eons 
ſider the Ouyſſecas its Moral ib note directly fram'd fer Echieles. 


It carries the Heroe®through A World ef Trials Soth"of the 
dangerous and ay Nature It Thows him firſt under 


welt ſurpriling Weights of 'Adverſity; among Shipwrecks and 
Savages'; all tele ke is made te paſs s through in the Methods 
by Which it becomes 4 Man ig oon ver; a Farience in fuf⸗ 
fering, and Preſenes of Mind in ebery Accident. ſhows 


It 
him again in another View; "tempted with the Baits of idle r 
unlawful Pleaſure; and then poifts cut che Methods of being 
ſafe from them But if in general We confider the care our 
Author has taken to fix his Tedons of Motality by the” Pro- 


verbs and Precepts he delivers we ſhall not wondet if Greece 


which 'afterwatds gave the A 
ſedttled angle Sentence of Prathyi ſhould give him the Title 
of the Father of irtue" for Itrodiicit ſel a Number! 
To be brief, if we take tlie Opinion of 4 Horace, he has 
propos d him to us as a Maſter of Morality: be lays dewn the 
common Philoſophical Divifſon of "Good into Pleaſant; y 1¹ 
table, and bone; and then aflerts that Homer has more fully 


and clearly inſtructed us in each of them, than the moſt rid 


id Philoſophers. \ or. 10 il e 2 hi con Tem 8 


Some indeed have thought -notwithſtanding = this that 


Honey had only a Deſign to pleaſe in his Wenige; and: 
that others have ſince extracted Morak out of his Stories (and 
indeed all Stories are capable of being ds d fol But this à8 All 

Opinion concerning Poetry which the Werld 15 rather dege- 
bb into; than begun with.” The Traditions of 'Orþbtuss- 
eiriltzing Mankind by Hymns 
the like Nature, may —— a better uſe of the Art 
both known and t There i alle à remakable Paſ- 
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fage of this kind in the third Book of the Odyſſes, that Aga. 


memnom left one of the ? Poets of his Times in the Court when 
he fail'd for Troy; and that his Queen was preſerv'd' virtuous! 
by his Songs, ll ZEgyſthus was forc'd to expel him in order 
to debauch her. Here he has hinted what a true Poetical Spi- 
rit can do when apply'd to the Promotion of Virtue ; and 
from this one may judge he could not but deſign That himſelf; 
which he reccommends as the Duty and Merit of his Profeſ- 
ſion. Others ſince his Time Fiſhed ſeduc'd the Art to worſe. 
Intentions : but they who are offended at the Liberties of ſome 
Poets ſhould not judge all in the groſs for trifling or Corrup- 
tion ; eſpecially when the Evidence runs ſo ſtrongly for any. 
One to the contrary. 

We may in general go on to obſerve, that the time when 
Homer was born did not abound in Learning. For where- 
ever Politicks and Morality is weak, it wants its peaceable Air 
to thrive in, and that Opportunity which i is not known in the 
Ages of unſettled Life. He is himſelf the Man from whom 
we have the firſt Accounts of Antiquity, either in its Actions 
or Learning; from whom we hear what AZgypt or Greece 
could inform him in, and whatever himſelf could diſcover 
by the Strength of Nature. or Induſtry. But however that 
we may not miſtake the Elogies of thoſe Ancients who call | 
him the Farther of Arts and Sciences, and be ſurpriz d to find 
ſo little of them (as they are now in perfection) in his Works; 
we ſhould know that this Character is not to be underſtood at 


large, as if he had included the full and regular Syſtems of 


every thing: He is to be conſider d proſeſſedly only in Quality 
of a Poet; this was his Buſineſs, to which, as whatever he 
knew was to be ſubſervient, ſo he has not fail'd to intro- 
duce thoſe Strokes of Knowledge from the whole Circle of 
Arts and Sciences, which the Subject demanded either for Ne- 
ceſfity or Ornament. This will appear on a fair View of him 
in each of theſe W 


p Odyſſ. 3. V. 267. | 
Before 
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Before his Time there were no ' Hifloriane ins Greats: ke Hiſtory. 
trend Hiſtorically of paſt Tranſactions, - as he could 
be. inform'd by Tradition, Song, "or whatever ethod there 
was of prefervi their\Memory. | For this we A Con- 

ity ;- they haye generally more appeal d to his 
Authority, and more 7 GRE on on it than on the Teſtimony 
of any other Writer, when they treat of -the Rites, Cuſtoms, 
and Mannes of the firſt Times. They have generally belier d 
that the Acts of J . ut 2b, the ſecond Siege of that 
City, the Settlement of Rhodes, the Bartel between Ml Curetes 
and the Ætolians, the Account of the Kings of Mycene by 
the Sceptre of Aamemnon, the Acts of the Greeks at Troy, 
and 4 other ſuch Acobunts, are ſome of them wholly 
prefery'd by him, and the reſt as faithfully related as by any 
Hiſtorian. Nor perhaps was all of his Invention which ſeems 
to be feipn'd,” but rather frequently the obſcure Traces and 
Remains of Real Perſons and Actions; which as 1 Srrabo ob- 
ſerves, when Hiſtory was tranſmitted by Oral Tradition, might 
be mix d with Fable before it came into the Hands of the 
Poet. © This happen d (ays he) to Herodotus, the firſt pro- 
c feſſed Hiſtorian, - who is often as fabulous as Homer when 
© he refers to the common Reports of Countrys ; and it is 
«© not to be reckon d to either as a fault, but as a neceſlity 
of the Times. Nay, the very Paſſages which cauſe us to 
tax them at chis diſtance with bein 4 —_ be- oc- 
cafion'd by their Diligence, and a wr of erring, if they too 
haſtily rejected thoſe W with had ry! current in the 
Nations they deſcrib'd. 

Before his Time there was no ach thine As Ooriphy' — 
Greece. For this we have the Suffrage of "Serbs the beſt of 
Geographers, who approves the Opinion of H ipparchus and 
other Ancients, that Homer was the very Author of it; and 


; 1 14 this Account r his TW of the *. it ſelf 


Þ Strabo, . xk. Sende, bis, initia A 2 | 
1 OY 985 with 


— 


An Ess AY on Hom ER. 


With an Encomium on him. As to the general Part ef it, we 
find he had a Knowledge of the Eartb's being ſurrounded with 
the Ocean, becauſe he makes the Hun and Stans both tot riſe 


and ſet in it; and that he knew the ie of, the Stars is plain 
from his making Ulyſſes fail by the Obſervatipn of them 
But the Inſtance oftneſt alledg' d upon this Point is the 
t Shield of Achilles: where he places the Earth encompaſs d 
with the Sea, and gives the Stars the Names they are yet 
known by, as the E hadi, Pleiather, the Bawz and Oi, By 
the three firſt of theſe he repreſents the Conſtellations of the 


Northern Region; and in the laſt he gives a ſingle Repreſen- 


tative of the Southern, to which (as it were for a counter- ba- 


lance) he adds a Title of Greatneſs, t ret: Then he tells 


us that the Bear, or Stars of the Arctic Circle, never diſap- 


pear; as an Obſervation which agrees with no other. And if 


to this we add (what Eratoſthenes thought he meant) that the 
five Plates which were faſtened on the Shield, divided it by 
the Lines where they met, into the five Zones, it will appear 
an original deſign of Globes and Spheres. In the particular 
Parts of Geography, his Knowledge is entirely inconteſtable. 
Strabo refers to him upon all occaſions, allowing that he 
knew the Extremes of the Earth, ſome of which he names 


and others defcribes by Signs, as the. Fortunate Iſands. The 


ſame Author takes notice of his Accounts concerning the 


ſeveral Soils, Plants, Animals, and Cuſtoms; as Ægypis be- 


ing fertile of medicinal Herbs, Lybia's Fruitfulneſs, where the 


Sheep have Horns, and yean, thrice a Year, Sc. which are | 
Knowledges that make Geography more various and profita- 


ble. But what all have agreed to celebrate is his Deſcription 
of Greece; which has had Laws made for its Preſervation, 
and Conteſts between Governments decided by its Authori- 
ty: Which.” Strabo acknowledges to have no Epithet, or Or- 


namental Expreſſion for any Place, that is not drawn from 
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its Nature, Quality, or Circumſtances; and profeſſes after ſo 
long an Interval to deviate from it only where the Country 
had t nt py or that caſt: he Deſcription into 
Auen EN 1 ©] #1 
2 In his tie? Rhetorick was not 8 tha Art © IE Rhetoriok. 
Riſe out of Poetry, which: was not till then eſtabliſh'd. The 
e Oratorial Elocution (ſays * Strabo) is but an Imitation of 
4 the Poetical: this appear'd firſt and was approv'd ::/They 
4 vyho imitated it took off the Meaſures, but ſtill preſerv d all 
« the other Parts of Poetry in their Writings : Such as theſe 
were Cadmus the MM. lefian, Pherecydes, and Hecateus. Then 
« their Followers took Dain + more from what was left, 
and at laſt Rlocution deſcended into the Proſe which is now 
% among us. But if Nhetoriclł is owing to Poetry, the Obli- 
gation is ſtill more due to Hamer. He (as y Nuintilian tells 
us) gave both the Pattern and Riſe to all the Parts of it. 
Hic omnibus eloquentie partibus exemplum & ortum dedit : 
« Hunc nemo in'\magnis rebus ſublimitate, in parvis pro- 
00 922 ſuperavit. lem lætus & preſſus, jucundus & 
« gravis, tum copia tum brevitate admi rabilis, nec Poetica 
« 72040 ſed oratoria virtute eminentiſſimus. From him there- 
fore they who ſettled the Arti found it proper to deduce the 
Rules, which was eaſily done, when they had divided their 
Obſervations into the Kinds and the Ornaments of Elocution. 
For the Kinds, the © Ancients (ays H. Gell.) ſettled them 
« according to the three which they obſerve in his principal 
«Speakers ; his Ulyſſes who is magnificent and Aae his 
« Mentlaus who is thort-and-cloſe, and his Meſtor who is mo- 
derate and diſpaſſion d, and has a kind of middle Eloquence 
-- participating of both the former.” And for the Ornaments, 
: Ariſtotle; the great Maſter of the Rhetoricians, ſhows what 
deference is paid to Hamer, when he orders the Orator to 
* down his rr TIN __ 2 the nee and Af- 
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fections of his Work with an Imitation of that Diction, and 
thoſe Figures, which the divine Homer excel'd in. This is the 
conſtant Language of thofe who ſycceeded him, and the Opi- 
nion ſo far prevail d as to make b Nintilian obſerve, that 
they who have written concerning the Arts of Speaking, take 
from Homer moſt of the Inſtances of their Similitudes, Am- 
plifications, Examples, ſſions and Arguments. 
Natural ' As to Vatwurat Phils fopby, the Age was not arrir d in which 
=” it flouriſh'd ; however ſome of its Notions may be-trac'd/ in 
him: As when he ſays that the Fountains and Rivers come 
from the Ocean, he holds a Circulation of Fluids in the Earth. 
But as this is a Branch of Learning which does not lic much 
in the way of a Poet who ſpeaks of Heroes and Wars; the 
defire to prove his Knowledge this way has only run © Politiazs 
and others into trifling Inferences : as when they would have 
it that he underſtood Nature, becauſe he mentions Sun, Rain, 
Wind, and Thunder. The moſt way of making 
out his Knowledge in this kind, is by ſuppoſing he couch'd - 
it in Allegories ;. and that he ſometimes us d the Mumes of 
the Gods as his Terms for the Elements, as the Chymiſts now 
uſe them for Metals. But in applying this to him we muſt 
tread very carefully ; not ſearching for Allegory too induſtriouſ- 
ly where the Paſſage may inſtruct by Example; and endea- 
vouring rather to find the Fable an — to what is 
eaſily known, than to make it a Cover to curious and . 
known Problems. 

Phyſick. As for Medicine, ſomething of it en 0 108 undes 
in that Age, though it was ſo far from Perfection that (accord- 
ing to A Ceſſus) what concern d Diet was invented long after- 
wards by Hippocrates. The Accidents of Life ts the 
Search after Remedies too indiſpenſable a Duty to be neglect- 
ed at any time. Accordingly be tells us, — . 5 
who had _ medicinal Plants f in their Country, were all 
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Phyliclatis': diebe he ahi be baye last his own Skill 
— his Acquaintance with ab Nation. The State of War 


which Greece had liv d in, -requir'd a Knowledge in the healing 
of Wounds: and this mi 


ight make him breed his Princes, Achilles, 
Parroclus,  Podatirius, and Machaon to the Science.” What 
Homer thus attributes to others he knew himſelf, and he bas 
given us reaſon to believe, not ſlightly. For if we conſider 
his Inſight into the Structure of "The 1. Body, it is ſo 
nice, that he has been judg'd by ſome to have wounded: his He- | 
wes wil engt m e his SHE ORE | 
Wounds, . which are the Accidents proper to an Epic Poem, 
we find him directing the Chirurgical Operation, ſometimes 
| infuſing f Lenitives, and at other times bitter Po ders, when 
the Effuion of Blood requir altringent Qualities. dd 5. 
For Statuary, it appears by the Accounts of Ab. and Statuary. 
the Palladium, hi there was enough of it very eatly in the 
World for thoſe Images which were 'requir'd: in the Worſhip 
of their Gods; but — 42 are none mention'd as valuable in 
Greece ſo early, nor was the Art eſtabliſh d on its Rules be- 
fore Homer. He found it ag to the Worſhip in uſe, 
and neceſſary for his Machinery, - that his Gods ſhould be 
cloath'd in Bodies : Wherefore is took care to give them 
ſuch as carry d the utmoſt; Perfection of the human Form; 
and diftinguiſh'd them from each other even in this ſuperior 
Beauty, with ſuch Marks as were agreeable to each of the 
Deities. This, ſays 4 Strulo, e ene d the Coneeptions of 
« the eminent Statuarits, while they ſtrove to en the 
« Grandeur of that Idea which Homer had impreſa d upon 
« their Imagination; as we read of Phidias' concerning the 
« .Statue of Jupiter. And becauſe they copy d 5 Gods 
from him in their-beſt Performances, his Deſcrip tions became 
the horaBiers which were alterwarde purſu d in all Works of 
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a good Taſte, Hence came the common Saying of the An- 
cients, | “ That either Homer: was the only Man who had 
« ben the Forms of the Gods, or the only one Who had 


e ſhown them to Men;“ a Paſſage which > Madam Darier 


wreſts to proye the Truth of his T heology, different from 
Strabo's Acceptation of it. 

There are, beſides what we have ſpoken 10 aber OR 
pretended: to be found in him. Thus Macrabius diſcovers 
that the Chain with which Jupiter ſays he could lift the 
World, is a metaphyſical Notion, that means a Connexion 


of all Things from the ſupreme Being to the meaneſt Part 
of the Creation. Others to prove him skilful in judicial 


Aſtrology, bring a Quotation concerning the Births of * Hector 


and Polydamas on the ſame. Night; who were / nevertheleſs 
of different Qualifications, one excelling in War, and the 
other in Eloquence. Others again will have him to be vers d 
in Magick, from his Stories concerning Circe. Theſe and 
many f the like Nature are Interpretations ſtrain'd or tri- 
fling, ſuch as Homer does not want for a Proof of hu Learn 
ing, and by which we contribute nothing to raiſe his Cha- 
racter, while we ſacrifice. ol OS to him in the Eyes 
of others; 1 2 21903. fl 0 oni bf 
It is ſutheient to have gone chus far, in thawing he was a 
Father of Learning, a Soul capable of ranging over the 
whole Creation with an intellectual View, ſhining alone in 


an Age of Obſcurity, and ſhining beyond thoſe who have 


had the Opportunity of more learned Ages; leaving behind 
him a Work adorn'd with the Knowledge of bis own Time, 
and in which he has before- hand broken up the Fountains 
of ſeveral Sciences which were brought nearer to Perfection 


by Poſterity: A Work e * MO” Mund at 2 
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ful Captives, Chruſeis and 


Jupiter to render them J Jenſi 2 of 


| 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Contention of Achilles and NO 


* 


3 


— ———2—— . 


NM the War of Troy, the Greeks having ſack d ſome of the 

neighbouring Towns, r taken from thence two beauti- 
iſeis, allotted the firſt to Aga- 
memnon, and the laſt to ＋ A alles. - Chryſes, ibe Father of 
Chruſeis and Prieſt Y Apollo, comes to the Grecian Camp te 
ranſome her ; with which the Action of the Poem opens, in the 
Tenth Year of the Siege. The Prieſt being refs 'd and inſolently 
diſmiſs dy Agamemnon, intreats for Vengeance from his God, 
who inflicts a Peſtilence on the Greeks. Achilles calls a Coun- 
cil, and encourages Chalcas to declare the Cauſe of it, who at- 
tributes it to the Refuſal of Chruſcis. The King being obliged 
zo ſend back his Captive; enters into a furious Conteſt with 
Achilles, which Neſtor pacifies ; however as he had the abſo- 


lute Command of the Army, he ſeizes on Brileis in revenge. 


Achilles in diſcontent withdraws himſelf and his Forces from the 
reft of the Greeks ; ; and complaining to | Thetis ſhe ſupplicates 
v0 Wrong done to her Son, 
by giving Vietary 70 the Trojans. Jupiter granting her Suit 
incenſes juno, between whom the Debate runs high, till oy 

are reconciled by the Addreſs of Vulcan. 

The Time 0 f two and twenty Days is taken up in this Book ; 
7 


nine during the Plague, one in the Council and Quarrel of 2 


Princes, and twelve for Jupiter's Stay with the Ethiopians, at 
whoſe Return Thetis prefers her Petition. The Scene lies in 
Ve Grecian Camp, then changes FI Chryſa, aud 2 to the 
Gods on Olympus. 
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' Since PR Achilles and Atrides irre „ 
Such was the Sov'reign Doom, and ſuch the Will ofJove. | 
Ke Declare, O Muſe! in what ill-fated Hour 5 | 
10 Sprung the fierce Strife, from what offended Pow'r? 2 
2 Latona's Son a dire Contagion ſpread,” . 
And heap'd-the Camp-with-Mountains of the Dead; 
The King of Men his Rev'rend Prieſt defy'd, 
And, for the King” s Offence, the People dy'd. 
For Chryſes ſought with coſtly Gifts to gain 
5 Captive Daughter from the Victor's Chain. 
Suppliant the Venerable Father ſtands, 
Apollo's awful Enſigns g grace his Hands : DEED 
By theſe he begs; and lowly bending down, EA J Pd 
20 Extends the Sceptre and the laurel Crown. 3 
He ſu'd to All, but chief implor'd for Grace a 5 
The Brother-Kings, of Atreus Royal Race. 3 
 YeKings and Warriors! may your Vows be crown d, 
And Troys proud Walls lie level with the Ground: 


25% May Jode reſtore you, when your Toils are Oer, 
Safe to the Pleaſures of your native Shore. 


2 * * | 4 
a & 14 . 


e 


But 


nee AD 1 


But oh! relieve a wretched Parent's Pain, 
And give Chruſeis to theſe Arms again; 
If Mercy fail, yet let my Preſents move, 
And dread avenging Phæbus, Son of * 30 
The Greeks in Shouts their joint Aſſent declare, 
The Prieſt to rey'rence; and releaſe the Fair. - 
Not ſo Atrides: He, with Kingly Pride, 
Repuls'd the ſacred Sire, and thus reply'd.- 
Hence on thy Life, and fly theſe hoſtile Plains, 
Nor ask, Preſumptuous, what the King n 
Hence, with thy Laurel Crown, and Golden Rod, 
Nor truſt too far thoſe Enſigns of thy God. | 
Mine is thy Daughter, Prieſt, and ſhall remain; 


And Pray'rs, and Tears, and Bribes ſhall plead in vain; 4 


Till Time ſhall rifle ev'ry youthful Grace, 
And Age diſmiſs her from my cold Embrace, 
In daily Labours of the Loom employ'd, 

Or doom'd to deck the Bed ſhe once enjoy d. 
Hence then: to Argos ſhall the Maid retire 5 * 
Far from her native Soil, and weeping Sire. 


* 


N 
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HOMER ILLIAD. Book I. 
The Trembling Prieſt along the Shore return d, 

And in the Anguiſh of a Father mourn d. 
Diſconſolate, nor daring to complain, 

50 Silent he wander'd by the ſounding Main: 
Till, ſafe at diſtance, to his God he prays, 
The God who darts around the World his Rays. 

O Smintheus! ſprung from fair Latond's Line, 
Thou Guardian Pow'r of Calla the Divine, 

55 Thou Source of Light! whom Tenedos adores, 
And whoſe bright Preſence gilds thy.Chryſa's Shores. 
If &er with Wreaths I hung thy ſacred Fane, 
Or fed the Flames with Fat of Oxen ſlain; 
God of the Silver Bow! thy Shafts employ, 

bo Avenge thy Servant, and the Greeks deſtroy. 

Thus Chryſes pray'd: the fav ring Pow 'r attends, 

And from Olympus' lofty Tops deſcends. 
Bent was his Bow, the Grecian Hearts to wound; 
Fierce as he mov'd, his Silver Shafts reſound. 

6j Breathing Revenge, a ſudden Night he a 
And © gloomy! Darkneſs roll'd around his Head. 

The 


. 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Fleet in View, he twang'd his e Bowe,” 
And hiſſing fly the feuther d Fates below; 
On Mules! and Dogs th Infection firſt began, 
And laſt, che vengeful Arrows fix d n Man 5 
For nine long Nights, thro? all the dusky A 
The Fires thick flamiag ſhot a diſmal — 
But e're the tenth revolving Day Was ua, 7 
Inſpir'd by Juno, Tbeii? God lite Son 201 
Conven'd to Council all the Gerin = 2 75 
For much the Goddeſs:mourn'd her Heroes ſlain. 
The Aﬀembly ſeated; riſing o'er the ret, 
Achilles thus the King of Men addreſt. | 
Why leave we not the fatal Trojas Sbore, 
And meaſure back the Seas we croſt before? "Yo 
The Plague deſtroying whom the Sword would ſpare 
'Tis time to fave the few Remains A 
But let ſome Prophet, or ſome ſacred Sage, 5 
Explore the Cauſe of great Apoilbs Rage; 
Or learn the waſtful Vu ene to remove, i 
By e en, for Dreams deſernd from Joe. 
If 


— 


* 
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6 HOMER, ILTAD. Book I. 
If broken Vows: this heavy Curſe have laid. 
Let Altars ſmoke, and Hecatombs be paid. 
So Heav'n aton'd ſhall dy ing Greece reſtore, 
90 And Phebus dart his burning Shafts no more. 
He ſaid, and fate: when Chalcas thus OG: 
Chalcas. the wiſe; the Grecian. Prieſt and Guide, 


That ſacred Seer, whoſe comprehenſive View 
The paſt, the preſent, and the future knew. 
95 Upriſing ſlow, the venerable Sage 049 
Thus ſpoke : the Prudence and the Fears of 8 | 
Belov'd of Jove, Achilles! would'ſt thou know 
Why angry Phebus Bends his Fatal Bow2 
Firſt give thy F aith, and plight a Prince” s Word 
:coOf ſure Protection, by thy Pow'r and Sword. 
For I muſt ſpeak what Wiſdom would conceal, 
And Truths, invidious to the Great reveal. 
Bold is the Task, when Subjects grown too wile, 
Inſtruct a Monarch where his Error lies; 
10f For tho? we deem the ſhort-liv'd Fury paſt, 
'Tis ſure, the Mighty will revenge at laſt. | 


To 


Booxl, HOMER: TEIA 


To whom Pelides./ From thy inmoſt Soul 
Speak what thou know'ſt, and ſpeak without controul. 
Ev'n by that God I ſwear, who rules the Day, 
To whom thy Hands the Vows of Greece convey, 11⸗0 
And whoſe bleſt Oracles thy Lips declarq, 
Long as Achilles breathes this vital Air, 
No daring Greek of all the num'rous Band. 
Againſt his Prieſt ſhall lift an impious Hand: 
Not ev'n the Chief by whom our Hoſts are led, 2 10 typ "4 
The King of Kings, ſhall touch that ſacred Head: 

Encourag'd Thus, the blameleſs Prieſt replies; 
Nor Vows unpaid, nor ſlighted Sacrifice, 
But He, our Chief, provok d the raging Peſt, 


Apollo's Vengeance for his injur'd Prieſt.” 
Nor will the Gods awaken'd Fury ceaſe, 
But Plagues ſhall ſpread, and Fun'ral Fires increaſe, 
Till the great King, without a Ranſom paid, 

To her'own G ſend the black-ey'd Maid. 

Perhaps, with added Sacrifice and Pray” n 1 25 
The Prieſt may pe, and the God may ſpare: | 


120 


The 


bay 


8 HOMER FLIAD. Bo ok I. 
The Prophet ſpoke; when with a gloomy Frown, 
The Monarch ſtarted from his ſhining Throne 
Black Choler fill'd his Breaft that boibd with Ire, 
130 And from his Eyeballs flaſh'd the living Fire. 
Augur accurſt! denouncing Miſchief ill, 
Prophet of Plagues, for ever boding Ul! 
Still muſt that Tongue ſome wounding Meſſag 
And {till thy Prieſtly Pride provoke thy King ? 
135 For this are Phe&bus' Qracles explor d, 
To teach the Greeks to murmur at their Lord? 
For this with Falſhoods is my Honour ſtain'd; 
Is Heav'n offended, and a Prieſt profan'd, 
Becauſe my Prize, my beauteous Maid [ hold, 
140 And heav'nly. Charms prefex to proffer'd Gold? 
A Maid, unmatch'd in Manners as in Face, 
Skill'd in each Art, and crown'd with ev ry Grace. 
Not half ſo dear were Clytenueftra's s Charms, 
When firſt her blooming Beauties bleſt my Arms. 
145 Yet if the Gods demand her, let her fail; 
Our Cares are only for the Publick Weal: 


ge baing ng, 


Let 
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BOOK I. HOMER: TETAD.. 
Let me be deem 'd the hateful Cauſe of all, 
And ſuffer; rather than my People fal. 
The Prize, the beautecus Prize Twill reſign, 26 28910) 
So dearly valu'd, and ſo juſtly mine. I 50 
But ſince for common Good I yield the Fair, wo 
My private Loſs' let grateful Greece repair ; SE wy at 
Nor unrewarded let your Prins" eottipath, 3 RUG 
That He alone has fought and bled in Vain,” | 
Inſatiate King (Achilles thus replies) 37, 1 2 q 20 1 E c 
Fond of the Pow'r, but fonder of the Prize! 3 
Would'ſt thou theGreekstheir lay n ſhou'd yield 


The Spoils of Cities raz'd, and Warriors lis, r 
We ſhare with Juſtice, as with Toil we gain: "ot | 165 
But to reſume whate er thy Av rice craves, Ce, 
(That Trick of Tyrants) may be born by Slaves 

Yet if our Chief for Plunder only fight, | 

The Spoils of Tliow ſhall thy Loſs requite, 


ie 


Whene re, by Jove s Decree, our conqu ing? Pow” rs 16 5 
Shall humble to the Duſt her lofty ow'r 


| | ? : 
* RE ie B | . e Then 


HOMER TEATAD. Boon L 
Then | ths the we Shall J ny Poire n x 


Great as thou art, an like 056 e Ef ＋ 
170 Think not to rob me of a Soldier 's'Right. 
At thy Demand. ſhall I reſtore, the e 
Firſt let the juſt Equivalent be paid; Te 
Such as a King might ask; and let it "gg 1% fp 
A Treaſure worthy Her, and worthy Me. 


m_ \ — 


175 Or grant me this, or with a Monarch's Claim 
This Hand ſhall * ſome other Captive Dame. 


be | L 1 — — ed + j j 


The mighty Aar mall his Prize reſign, ET i rp 


Ulyſſes Spoils, or ev'n thy own i be _ 
The Man who ſuffers loudly: may complain; | 
x80 And rage he may, but he ſhall r. rage i in vain. | 
WED... . 4. 2[1l 4 19 


But this when Time requires—It now remains 
We launch a Bark to plow the watry Plains 


'$ —w# 4 * Il 


And waft the Sacrifice to Chryſa's 8 Shores. ? ; 4 
With choſen Pilots, and with, lab'ring Fire 4 75 * 
185 Saon ſhall the Fair the - fable £ Sh hip. i 3 5 


Ne 10 551920 * ove ox en 

And ſome deputed Prince the Charge attend; 5 
14401 12 eee en: ut ISA | 

; 11S 
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Boon I HOME, ILA 
This Creta's King or Aja hall fulflz 
Or wife Niyſer ſes performd our Will, e 12 
Or, if ou, Royal: Pleaſure: ſhall:ordait,o7 37> 120i" 7/ 
Achilles ſelf conduct her der the Main; 9f 11111 29 190 
Let fiexoe Hehilles, dreadful in his Rage 210} 21 
The God; pfopitiate and the Peſt aſſwage 58 

At 4s. Peides frowning, ſtern, reply 4 Yi 
O Tyrant, arm d: with. Inſalenee, and N 03 0 


Inglorious Slaye to Int'reſt, ever join ?]¾&g:! | 256 


of a Roy 


1011 9 


: nag Fraud, unworthy. 9 al-Mind,., yds e 


What gen rous Greek. obedient to thy Word, 
Shall form an Ambuſh, o or ſhall lift- the _ . 
What Cauſe. have. 1 % war at thy Decree ?? 
The diſtant Trojans neyer injur d mem 5 10 79k 
To Pthiq's Realms no hoſtile Troops dnn jd; TTY 
Safe in her Vales my Warlike Courſers fed: 
Far hence remov'd, the hoarſe: reſounding Nas 
And Walls of Rocks, ſecure my native Reim 


: - * 


Rich in her Fruits, and in her martial Race. 
24011. mn = 125 B 2 1 | Hier 


AT 


Whoſe fruitful 'Soil luxuriant Harveſts 3 208 


12 HOMER'  TEIAD. Boon E 
Hither we ſail'd, a voluntary Thronſng q, 
3 avenge a private, not a publick Wrong: 
What elſe to Troy th' aſſembled Nations dra vs, 

210 But thine, Ungrateful, and thy Brother's Cauſe? 

Is this the Pay our Blood and Toils deſerve, 
Diſgracd and injurd by the Man we ſerve * 
And dar'ſt thou threat to ſnatch my Prize e 
Due to the Deeds of many a dreadful Day? 

215 A Prize as mall, Oo Tyrant! match'd with thine, | 
As thy own Actions if compar d to mine. 
Thine 1 in each Conqueſt i is the wealthy bez 
Tho' mine the Sweat and Danger of the Day. 
Some trivial Preſent to my Ships T bear, 

520 Or barren Praiſes pay the Wounds of War. | 

But know, proud Monarch, I'm thy Slave no more; 

My Fleet ſhall waft me to Theſſalia's Shore. 

Left by Achilles on the Trojan Plain, 
What Spoils, what Conqueſts ſhall Atrides MY * 

25 To this the King: Fly, mighty Warriour! fly, 
3 Aid we need not, and ** Threats defy. 

There 


Boos HOMEN. ILL 5 
There want not Chiefs in ſuch a Cauſe to fight, 
And Jove himſelf ſhall guard a Monarch's Right. 
Of all the Kings (the G Gods diſtinguiſh'd Wow” 
To Pow'r ſuperior none ſuch Hatred bear: 
Strife and Debate thy reſtleſs Soul employ, + 

And Wars and Horrors are thy Savage Joy.  [tow'd, 

If thou haſt Strength, twas Heav'n that Strength be- 
For know, vain Man thy Valour is from God. 
Haſte, launch thy Veſſels, fly with Speed away, 2 
Rule thy own Realms with arbitrary Swayx 

1 heed thee not, but prize at equal ate 
Thy ſhort-liv'd Friendſhip; and thy graundlel Hate. 
Go, threat thy Earth-bora Myrmidons; but here 

'Tis mine to threaten, . Prince, and thine to fear. "as 
Know, if the God the beauteoũs Dame demand. 
—— gan rg 
But then Prepare, Imperious Prince! prepare, _ 10 
Fierce as thou art to yield thy captive Fair: I | 
Ev'n in thy Tent Fl ſeize the blooming. Prize, 

Thy lov d Briſeis with the radiant Eves: 1134 "is 


230 


>. k 2 * 
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HOMER NAD RBoowCE _ 
Hence ſhalt thou prove my Might; and curſetheHolit 
Thou ſtood'ſt a Rival of Imperial Powir g: balk 
And hence to all our Hoſtꝭ it ſhall be Known; 10 ² 
1 250 That Kings are Subjects to the Gods alone. F 
Achilles heard, with Grief; and Rage oppreſt, 
His Heart ſwelld high, and labourfd in lis Breaſt: 
Diſtracting Thoughts by turns his Boſom rul'd; | 
Now fir'd by Wrath, and now: by Reaſon cood 
255 That prompts his and to draw the-deadly Sword; 
Force thro' the Grech, and pierce their haughty Eord; 
| This whiſpers ſoft his Vengeance to cont@al;-3:! 7 
And calm the riſing Tempeſt of his Sou 
Juſt as in Anguiſh of Suſpence he ſray d,. 
260 While half unſheath'd appear d the glitt'ring s Blade, 
Minerva ſwift deſcended from above, . 105 
zu, Sent by: the *Siſter and che Wife of Je: 
(For both thie Princes claim'd her equal 000 


Behind ſhe ſtood, and by: the Golden Hair 
265 Achilles ſeiz d; to him alone confeſt; 
A \ fable Cloud conceabd ber from the reſt, 
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Book, HOMERs JLHIAD ww 
He ſaw, and ſudden 225 the Goddeſs + exies, 5 r 


z 1141 
nm the F lames t St chat t ſpark led fi from her re i 


iner ua, in her n gare, er 


1, Act. IT * 2 111 


A heay 'oly; Witneſs « of. 


Ch I1% 


From Atrexs';So0n-? Then let thoſe Eyes that view 


1: Z 4 * 4 ; F 151 35 


The daring Crime, behold the Vengeance too. 


Forbear! (che Progeny of Jove replies) wu Ar 
To calm thy. 5 ury den ar fon BH 


* 144 


10 * 


2 


p99 
the Wroggs 1 bear 14 1 272 


Werren 


1 


To — wield he. Empire, 0 zer = bis i. 


By awful Juno this Command is KF is, gr 4 . 45 
The King and Lom are both the Care — 2 n. 
The. Force of ken Re proaches let him feel, NH N 
But ſheath, primacy Venging Steel. 7011 10 Oe 
For I pronchnce (and truſt a heav' ny Tor) N 
Thy inis Honour: has is fared, Hour, 00 „dT 4 
When the proud Monarch fhall thy Arms ipler 9 
And bribe thy Friendſpig with a;boundleſs, aha = 
Then let Revengeno:Jonger bear che Sway, 


Command thy Tauben ee Gaodzg obey. "ii 2098 
ON hs | To 


16 HOME N. TLIAD. Book: I. 

To her Pelides. With regardful Ear 

*Tis juſt, O Goddeſs! I thy Dictates hear. LD 
Hard as it is, my Vengeance I ſupprefs : 

290 Thoſe who revere the Gods, the Gods will bleſs. 


He ſaid, obſervant of the blue-ey'd Maid ; 
Then in the Sheath 'return'd the ſhining Blade. 


The Goddeſs ſwift to high Olympus flies, 
And joins the facred Senate of the Skies. 
295 Nor yet the Rag ge his boiling Breaſt forſook, 
Which thus redoubling on the Monarch broke. 
A Monſter, mix'd of Inſolence and F ear, 
Thou Dog in Forehead, but in Heart a Deer 


When wert thou known in ambuſh'd F ights to dare, L 


zooOr nobly Face the horrid Front of War? 
?Tis ours, the Chance of fighting Fields to dy, 
Thine to look on, and bid the Valiant d 1 £ 
So much 'tis ſafer thro* the Camp to go, 
And rob a Subject, than deſpoil a Foe. 


395Scourge of thy People, violent and baſe 


5 
* ** 
—— 


Sent in Joe“ $ Anger on a ſlaviſh Race, 


| Who 


— 


Book I. HOMER. 'IL1AD: 
Who loſt to Senſe of gen rous Freedom paſt 
Are tam'd to Wrongs, or this had been thy laſt. 
Now by this ſacred Sceptre, hear ine ſwear, 

Which never more ſhall Leaves or Bloſſoms bear, 
Which ſever d from the Trunk (as I from thee) 
On the bare Mountains left its Parent Tre: 
This Sceptre, form d by temper' d Steel to prove 
An Enſign of the; Delegates of Joe 
From whom the Po- r of Laws and Juſtice ſprings; 
(Tremendous, Oath! inviolate to Kings) 
By this I ſwear, when, bleeding Greece . ALL, 
Shall call Achilles, ſhe ſhall call i in vain. 00; 

When fluſh'd with Slaughter, Heftor comes, to I 
The purpled Shore with Mountains of the Dead, 


* 


Then ſhalt thou mourn th Affront thy Madneſs gave, 8 


Forc'd to deplore, when impotent to ſave: 


Then rage in Bitteraeſs, of Soul, to know _, 
This Act has made the braveſt Greek thy Poo. 


He ſpoke; and furious, hurl'c d againſt! the Graynd 5 
His Sceptre ſtarr” d with g golden Studs around. 
N . Then 


18 HOMER ILLIAD. Bookxl. 
Then ſternly ſilent ſate: With like Diſdain, 
The raging King return'd his Frowns again. 

To calm their Paſſion with the Words of Age, 

30 Slow from his Seat aroſe the Pylian Sage; 

Th' experienc'd Neftor, in Perſuaſion skill'd, | ; 

Words, ſweet as Honey, from his Lips diſtill'd: 

Two Generations now had paſs'd away, 
Wiſe by his Rules, and happy by his Sway; 
335 Two Ages o'er his native Realm he reign'd, 

And now th' Example of the third remain'd. 

All view'd with Awe the Venerable Man : 

Who thus, with mild Benevolence, began ; 

What Shame, what Woe is this to Greece! what Joy 

340 To Troy's proud Monarch, and the Friends of Troy! 
That adverſe Gods commit to ſtern Debate 

The beſt, the bra veſt of the Grecian State. 
Young as you are, this youthful Heat reſtrain, 
Nor think your Neftar's Years and Wiſdom 1 vain. 

345 A Godlike Race of Heroes once I knew, 

Sach, as no more theſe aged Eyes ſhall view ! 


Lives 
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Lives there a Chief to match Pirithous” Fame, 
Dryas the bold, dr Ceneus' Deathleſs Name. 
Theſeus, endu d with more than mortal wide 
Or Polyphemns, like the Gods in Fight? + | 350 
With theſe of old to Toils of Battel bred, 
In early Youth my hardy Days I led; 

Fir'd with the Thirſt which Virtuous Envy breeds, 
And ſmit with Love of. Honourable Deeds. 
Strongeſt of Men, they pierc'd the Mountain Boar, > 355 
Rang'd the wild Deſarts red with Monſters Gore, 
And from their Hills the ſhaggy Centagrs tore. 
Yet theſe with ſoft, perſuaſive Arts I ſway'd, 
When Neſtor ſpoke, they liſten d and obey d. 


If, in my Youth, ev'n theſe eſteem'd me wiſe, 


Do you, young Warriors, hear my Age adviſe 
Atrides, ſeize not on the beauteous Slave; 


That Prize the Greeks by common e gave: 
Nor thou, Achilles, treat our Prince with Pride; 
Let Kings be juſt, and Sow'reigu Pow'r preſide. 365 


360 


GS 7 Thee, 


3 * 


* 


F "©. CT | . a 1 N 
» HD —— 9 Kd £ 
- * — - 
— I N * 


„ Ras 0 


. 


Thee, the firſt Honours of the War adorn 
Like Gods in Strength, and of a Goddeſs born; 
Him awful Majeſty-exalts ab(vee 
The Pow'rs of Earth, and ſceptred Sons & 190 

zyo Let both unite with well; confenting Mind, "i 
So ſhall Authority with Strength be joind. 
Leave me, O King to calm Achilles Rage; * 
Rule thou thy ſelf as more advanc'd in Age. 
Forbid it Gods! Achilles ſhould be loſt, 


375 The Pride of Greece, and Bulwark of 'our Hot 


Thy Years are awful, and thy Words are wiſe. 


But that imperious, that unconquer 'd Soul, 
No Laws can limit, no Reſpect controul. 
380 Before his Pride muſt his Superiors fall, 
His Word the Law, and He the Lord of all? 
Him muſt our Hoſts, our Chicfs, our Self obey 2? 
What King can bear a Rival in his Sway ? 
Grant that the Gods his matchleſs F orce have givin 
385 Has foul Reproach a Privilege from Heay'n ? 
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This ſaid, he ceas'd: The King of Men replies; = 


Here 


Boer I. HOMERS Inn „ 
Here on the Monarch's Speech Achilles broke, 
And furious, thus, and interrupting obe. 
Tyrant, I well deſerv d thy galling Chain, 
To live thy Slave, and ſtilb to ſerve in vain, 
Should I ſuhmi to each unjuſt Decree: | 3090 
Command thy Vaſſals, but command not Me. 
Seize; on Briſeis; whom the Greaians doomd 
My Prize of War, yet tamely ſee reſum d; 
N And ſeize ſecure: N o more Achilles draws 017 
His conqu'r ing Sword in any Woman's Cauſe. 308 
The Gods command me to forgive the paſt; 


But let this: firſt Invaſion be the laſt : 
For know, thy Blood, hen next thou dar ſt invade, 
Shall ſtream in Vengeance on my reeking Blade. 


At this, they ceas d; the ſtern Debate (gies of ans 
The Chiefs in ſullen Majeſty: retir 1 ee 


Achilles. with Patroclus took his is. 63 25 dal 
Where near his Tents his hollow Veſſels en 
Mean time Atrides launch'd with num' rous == 
A well-rigg'd Ship for Chryſa's facred/Shores: 


22 
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High on the Deck was fair Chruſe;s plac d, 
And ſage NMyſes with the Conduct grac'd: . 
Safe in her Sides the Hecatomb they ar dr. 4 
Then ſwiftly failing, cut the liquid Road. 

The Hoſt to expiate next the King prepares, 
With pure Luſtrations, and with ſolemn Pray'rs. 
Waſh'd by the briny Wave, the pious Train 
Are cleans'd, and caſt th Ablutions in the Main. 


Along the Shore whole Hecatombs were laid, 


415 And Bulls and Goats to Phebus Altars paid. 


The fable Fumes in curling Spires ariſe, 

And waft their grateful Odours to the Skies. 
The Army thus in ſacred Rites engag'd, 

Alrides ſtill with deep Reſentment rag'd. 14 Uh 


420 To wait his Will two ſacred Heralds ſtood, 


| Talthybius and Eurybates the good. 
Haſte to the fierce Achilles Tent che cries) 


Thence bear Briſeis as Our Royal Prize: 
Submit he muſt; or if they will not bunt, 


%, in Arms ſhall tear her from his Heart. 


Th' un- 
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Th' unwilling Heralds ach their Lord's 69 
Penſive they walk along the barren Sands 
Arriv'd, the Heroe in his Tent they find, 
With gloomy Aſpect, on his Arm — 
At awful Diſtance long they ſilent ſtand; ;, 436 
Loth to advance, or ſpeak their hard Command; 
Decent Confuſion! This the" Godlike Man 
Perceiv'd, and thus with” Accent mild began: 

With Eeave and Honour enter our Abodes, 
Ye ſacred Miniſters of Men and Gods 435 
I know your Meſſage; by Conſtraint Yor came; 


Not you, but your Imperious Lord 4 blame: 
Pairoclns haſte; the fair Byiſezs bring; 


Conduct my Captive to the haughty Kine. 


But witneſs, Heralds, and proclaim my You, 
Witneſs to Gbds above, and Men below! py 


But firſt, and Jouckeſt, to your ION elite; 
That Tawlefs Tyrant whoſe Commands you bear; | 
Unmov'd a | s Death Acbilles ſhall remain, x HR ; 
Ih! proſerate Greece ſhould bleed at ey ry Vein: * 


440 
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The raging Chief in frantick Paſſion loſt, 
Blind to: himſelf,” and uſeleſs to his Host,, 
Unskill'd to judge the Future by the Paſt, 
In Blood and Slaughter ſhall repent. at loſt 
450 Patroclus,now th unwilling; Beauty brought ; 
She, in ſoft” Sorrows, and in penſive Thought, 
Supported by the Chiefs on either Hand, 8 
In Silence paſt along the winding Strand. 
Not ſo his Loſs the fierce Achilles bore; 
4c: But ſad retiring to the ſounding Shore, 
O'er the wild Margin of the Deep he hung, 14 
That kindred Deep, from whence | his Mother ſprung. 
There, bath'd in Tears of Anger and Diſdain, 
Thus loud: lamented to the ſtormy Main. 
40 O Parent Goddeſs ! ſince. in early Bloom 
Thy Son muſt fall, by too ſevere a Doom; 
Sure, to ſo ſhort 2 Race of Glory born, 
Great Jove i in Juſtice ſhould this Span adorn; i 75 1 
Honour and Fame at leaſt the Thund- rer oy d, 


1141 1 5 & 


46; And ill ho Pays the Promiſe of a God; 


18 4444, 


Boox & HOMER FEIAD. 
If yon proud Monareh thys thy, Son- defies, | Sf 
Obſeures my Glories, and. reſumes my Fri. 
Far in the deep Reeeſſes of the: Main, 
Where aged Ocean: holds his wat ry Reign, 
The Goddeſs· Mother heard: The Waves m—_ 470 
And like a Miſt the role aboye. the Tiida; 5 
Beheld him mopurging on the naked Shores, 
And thus the Sor raus of hig Soul. explores. _ . | 
Why grieyes my Son? Thy Anguiſh let me ſhare, . 
Reveal the Cauſe, and truſt a Parent's Cares... 475, 
He deeply | f. ighing laid: a To o tell my Woe,... , 
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The Fleet he reach'd, and lowly bending down, 
Held forth the Sceptre and the Laurel Crown, 
Entreating All: but chief implor d for Grace 
The Brother Kings of Atreuf Royal Race: 
The gen'rous Greeks their joint Conſent declare, 
The Prieſt to re Vrence, and releaſe the Fair; 
Not ſo Atrides: He, with wonted Pride, 

The Sire inſulted, and his Gifts deny'd: 

Th” inſulted Sire (his God's peculiar Care) 

To Phebus pray'd, and Phebus heard the Pray'r,; of 
A dreadfal Plague enſues; Th aveng ing Darts 
Inceſſant fly, and pierce the Grecian Hearts: 

A Prophet then, inſpir'd by Heav'n aroſe, 5 
And points the Crime, and thence derives the Woes: 


My ſelf the firſt th aſlembl'd Chiefs incline 


F avert the Veng geance of the Pow'r 1 Divine; | 


Then riſing 1 in his Wrath, the Monarch ſtorm d; 11 


Incens'd he threaten 'd, and his Threats perform' 4d: 
The fair Chruſeis to her Sire was ſent, Marr oth 


* 1 4 


50 5 With offer'd Gifts to make the God relent 


But 
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But now He ſeiz'd Br iſeis eme Charms, 431 7 
And of my Valour's Prize de efrauds my AEM 4 
Defrauds the Votes of all the Grecian Train; 
And Service, Faith, an d Juſtice plead in vain. 
But Goddeſs! chou, thy ſuppliant Son attend, 510 
To high Ol) mpus' ſhining Court aſcend; .. i 
Urge all the Ties to former. ſervice ow d, 

And ſue for Vengeance t to che Tasse © God. . 
Oft haſt chou triumph d i in the glorious Boaſt, 


That thou ſtood'ſt forth, of all th' Athereal Hoſts. 21s. 
When bold Rebellion ſhook, the Realms, above, 1 


The undaunted Guard of Cloud-compelling Jove. 
When the bright Partner of h his awful Reign, 12 
The Warlike Maid, and Monarch of the Main, 
The Traytor- Gods, by mad Ambition driv n, 
Durſt threat with Chains th 'Omnipotence of Heay' n. 
Then call d by thee: the Monſter Titan came, 


Ve 1 ul 
(nom Gods Briareus, Men Egeon M5 
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Thro' wondring Skies enormous. ſtalk” d along 
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With Giant-Pride at Joe's high Throne he ſtands 
And btaftdifh'd round hint all His Hundred Hands: 
Thb afftighted Gods confeſꝰd their awful Lord, 5 
They dropt the Fetters, trembled and ador'd. * 
530 This, Goddels," this to his Remembrance call, 
Embrace his Knees: at his Tribunal fall; 
Conjure him far to drive the Grecian Train, 
To hurl them headlong | to their Fleet and Main, | 
To heap the Shores with copious Death, and bri ing 
535 The Greeks to know the Curſe of fuch a King: 
Let Agamemnon lift his han ghty Head 
O'er all his wide Dominion of the Dead, 
And mourn in Blood, that eber he durſt diſgrace 
The boldeſt Warrior of the Grecian Race. 0 
540 Unhappy Son! (fair Thetis thus replies, 
| While Tears Celeſtial trickled from her Eyes) 
Why have I born thee with a Mother" 8 Throes, 
1 To Fates averſe, and nurs d for future Woes 1 


So ſhort a Space the Light o oo Heay' n to view! 


545 Oo ſhort a Space, and ne with Sorrow too! 
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Oh might 'a/Parent's careful» Win prevail, 
Far; far from Bios ſhould thy Veſſel * Kal, E 
And chou] from Caumps remobe the Danger ſhi, 
Which now alas l tbo nearly tireats my Sone, 
Yet (what I cab) te mV thy Suit Tf go, 620 550 
To great Olynepia:crown'd with fleeey Snow: 
Mean time, ſecure within thy Ships fromm fi 2 
Behold the Field, no mingle im ie W ür: 
The Sire of. Gods, and all th*: Baba Tan, Sil 
On the warm. Limits of the fartheſt Main, Ne 
Now mix with Mortals, nor diſdain te e I 
The. Feaſts of Ethiopia) 8 blamoleſk Race: gue. = 
Twelve Days: the Pow'ss indulge the Genial Rite, 
Returning with the twolftli revolving Lieht: 

Then will J mount the Brauen Dome, and move 868 
1 high Tribunal of Immortal Joe: 4d egit 

The Goddeſs ſpoke'; The rowhng Waves BY : 

Then down the Deep ſhe plung d from whence ſherofe, 
And left him ſorrow ing an the lonely Coaſt,” 
In wild Reſentment for the Fair he loſt: | Ben 
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In Chryſa's Port no ſage Ulyſſes rad; 0 
Beneath the Deck the deſtin d Victims ow: 1 
The Sails they furl'd, they laſh'd the Maſt aſide, 
And dropt their Anchors, and the Pinnace W 
570 Next on the Shore their, Hecatomb they land, 
Chruſeis laſt deſcending an the Strand 
Her, thus returning from the d Main, 
_ Ulyſſes led to Phoebus ' ſacred: Fan!; bloc 
Where at his ſolemn Altar, as the Maid 
575 He gave to Chryſes, thus the Heroe ſaid. 
Hail Rey'rend' Prieſt! to Phrbus awful Dome 
A Suppliant I from great Atrides come 
Unranſom'd here receive the ſpotleſs Fair; 
Accept the Hecatomb the Greeks prepare; 
58 And may thy God who ſcatters Darts ar ound, 
Aton d by Sacrifice, deſiſt to wWOound. 
At this, the Sire embrac'd the Maid again, 
So ſadly loſt, ſo lately ſought ; in vain. 
Then near the Altar of the darting King, 
565 Diſpos d in Rank their Hecatomb they denz 
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With Water purif) tlicir Hands) and take 
The ſacred Off ring of the ſalted: Cake; 
While thus with Arms devoutly rais d in Air; 
And ſolemn Voice, the Prieſt directs his Pray rr 

God of the Silver Bow; thy Ear incline, dT 70 9 
Whoſe Pow'r encircles Ca the Diyine,«! 1 = 
Whoſe ſacred Eye thy Tenedos ſurveys, 91 tor Wl = 
And gilds fair Chryſa with diſtinguiſh'd- __ 1 
If, fir'd to Vengeance at thy Prieſts 8 
Thy direful-Darts inflict the raging: Peſt; pug ig, 
Once more attend! a vert: the waſtful We 155 of NT 
And ſmile propitious, and unbend thy Bow. 

So Chryſes pray'd; Adio heard Kis Pray: 0:17 
And noty the Greeks then Hecatomb: p prepare; | 
Between cheir Horns che ſalted! Barley 8 20 1600 
And with theix Headb to Heavin he Victims New: 
The Limbs: they-ſever from the! incloſing Hide; 

The Thighs, : ſtlected to! he Gods, divide: 
On theſe, in double Caulsl ind olvidt avich Art, 


The choiceſt Morſel lay: donn ei Part. b'y] 7 
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The Prieſt himſelf. before his Altar ſands, /, 
And burns the Victims with his holy: Mods! 
Pours the black Wine, and ſees the Flames: wok 
The Youth with Inſtruments ſurround the Fire: 
610 The Thighs. thus ſacrific d, and Entrails dreſt, 

Th' Aſſiſtants part, transfix, and roaſt the reſt: 
Then ſpread the Tables, the Repaſt prepare, 
Each takes his Seat, and each receives his Shate. | 
When now the Rage of Hunger was repreſt, 
615 With pure Libations they canelude the Feaſt; 
The Youths with: Wine the copious Goblets crown'd, 
And pleas'd, diſpenſe the flowing Bowls around. a 
With Hymas Divine the joyous Banquet ends, 
The Pans lengthen'd Till be Sun deſcends: 
620 The Greeks reſtor d che grateful Notes bas, 
Apollo liſtens; arid approyes the; Song. [2 dtiw b 
Twas Night: the: Ghiefs beſide cheir Veſſel he, 
Till roſie. Morn bad pufpled Ger the Sky: 
Then launch; and tioiſe the Maſt; Indu org Gals | 


625 Supply d by. Phoebus, fill the ſwelling nds 
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The. milk-white| Cuhvas bellying as they blow; 
The parted Ocean foams and roars below; 
Above the bounding Billows ſwift they dad] 15 * 
Till now the Grecian Camp appear d i in vier, 
Far on the Beach they haul their Bark to od; 6 30 
(The crooked Keel divides the yellow Sand) 
Then part, where ſtretch'd along the Siding: ra 
The: Ships and Tents in wingled — yn” 4 

But raging ſtill amidſt his Navy fate 
The ſtern Achilles, ſtedfaſt in his Hate: 100 e 
Nor mix d in Combate, nor in Council j Join a, 
But waſting Cares lay heavy on his Mind: 1 
In his black Thoughts Revenge and — roll 
And Scenes of Blood 'riſe dreadful in his Soul. 
Twelve Days were paſt, and now the een 640 
The Gods had ſunimon'd: to ch Olympian an 
Jove firſt aſcending from the Ws; try Bow' * 
Leads the long Order of Atherial Pow” rs. 
When like a Morning Miſc, in eatly Day, oy 
Roſe from the F lood the Daughter of the Sea; 


E wm. 
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And to the Seats Divine her Flight addreſt 
There, far apart, and high above the reſt, 
The Thund'rer ſate; where old Olympus ſnrouds 
His hundred Heads in Heav'n, and props the Clouds. 

65 Suppliant the Goddeſs ſtood : One hand ſhe-plac'd 
Beneath his Beard, and one his Knees embrac'd. 

If e' er. O Father of the Gods! ſhe ſaid; $4 
My Words cou'd pleaſe thee, or my Adtions aid; 
Some Marks of Honour on my Son beſtow, 

655 And pay in Glory what in Life you o-we. 

Fame is at leaſt: by Heav'nly P romiſe due Tr 

To Life fo ſhort, and now diſhonour'd too. 

Avenge this, Wrong, oh ever juſt and wiſe! . 

Let Greece be humbled; and the Trojans riſe; 

Go Till the proud King, and all th. Achaian Race 
Shall heap. with Honours him they now diſgrace. 
Thus Thetis ſpoke, but Joue in Silence held 
The ſacred Counſels of bis Breaſt concea ld. 
Not ſo. repuls d, the Goddeſs cloſer preſt, 


1 B e his Kinks; and dares the dear Requelt. 
9 Sire 


Book I. HOMER: ILIAD. 
O Sire of Gods and Men! thy Suppliant hear, 
Refuſe, or grant; for what has Joe to bear? 2 


Or oh declare, of all the Pow'rs above 

Is wretched Thetzs leaſt the Care of "_ 2 

She ſaid, and ſighing thus the God replies eye 

Who rolls the Thunder Oer the vaulted: Skies. 

What haſt thou ask d? Ah why ſhould dene. 

In foreign Conteſts, and domeſtic Rage, 128 

The Gods Complaints, and Funo's fierce dune, 

While I, 00 partial, aid the T rojaus Arms? | | 675 
Go, leſt the haughty Partner of my Sway 
With jealous Eyes thy cloſe | Acceſs Survey; 

But part in Peace, ſecure thy Pray'r 18 1 

Witneſs the ſacred Honours of our Head, f/ 

The Nod that ratifies the Will _ 

The faithful, fi d, irrevocable Sign! 

This ſeals thy s Suit, and this falfills ** ve 

He ſpoke, and awful, bends his ſable Bros; 


Shakes his Ambroſial Cur „and gives the Nod; 


# 


The Stamp of Fate, and Sanction of the God. 
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High Heav'n with trembling the dread W Ty 
And all Olympus to the Centre ſhook. [148.71 
Swift to the Seas profound the Goddeſs flies, ) 
Jove to his ſtarry Manſion in the Skies. b 
69 The ſhining Synod of th' Immortals wait 
The coming God, and from their Thrones of Wer 
Ariſing ſilent, wrapt in Holy Fear, 


Before the Majeſty of Heav'n appear. 

Trembling they ſtand, while Jove aſſi umesthe Thr rone, 
695 All, but the God's Imperious Queen alone: 
Late had ſhe view'd the Silver-footed Dame, 

And all her Paſſions kindled into F lame. 


Say, artful Manager of Heav'n (ſhe cries) 
Who now partakes | the Secrets of the Skies? 


70oThy Juno knows not the Decrees of Fate, 


In vain the Partner of Imperial State. 
What fav'rite Goddeſs then thoſe Cares 1 
Which Yove in Prudence from his Conſort hides? I 
To this the Thund'rer: Seek not thou to fog, 
704 Lhe ſacred Counſels of Aleighty Mind* _:*. =». 


| Involy'd 


Boon I! HER. EIA 
Involv'd in Darkneſs lies the great Decree, AF 
Nor can the Depths of Fate be pierc d by thee. 
What fits thy Knowledge, thou the firſt ſhalt know; 
The firſt of Gods above and Men below: - 
But thou, nor they, ſhall ſearch the Thoughts that roll 710 
Deep in the cloſe Receſles of my Soul. 
Full on the Sire the Goddeſs. of the Skies 471 
Roll'd the large Orbs of her majeſtic. Eyes, 
And thus return d. Auſtere Satirnius, ſay, 
From whence this Wrath, or who controuls thy Sway 7s 
Thy benodich Will, for me, remains in Force, 
And all thy Counſels take the deſtio'd;Courſe. . 
But *tis for. Greece. I fear: For late was, ſeen. 
In cloſe Conſult, the Silver-footed Queen. 
Jove to his Thetis nothing could deny; - Ro 
Nor was the Signal vain that ſhook: the Sky... 
What fatal Fayour has the Goddeſs won, 
To grace her fierce, inexorable Son ; 11 
Perhaps in Grecian Blood to drench "ol Plaio, | 
And glut his is Vengeance with my People ſlain. 726 
Then 
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38 HOMER TLTAD.  BooxT. 
Then thus the God: Oh reſtleſs Fate of Pride, 
That ſtrives to learn what Heav'n reſolves to hide; 
Vain is the Search, preſumptuous and abhorr d, 
Anxious to thee, and odious to thy Lord. 
zo Let this ſuffice ; th immutable Decree 
No Force can ſhake: What #5, that ought to be. 
Goddeſs ſubmit, nor dare our Will withſtand, 
But dread the Pow'r of this avenging Hand; 
Th' united Strength of all the Gods above 
735 In vain reſiſts th Omnipotence of Jove. 
The Thund'rer ſpoke, nor durſt the Queen reply; ' 
A rev'rend Horror ſilencd all the Sky. 
The Feaſt diſturb'd, with Sorrow V. ulcan ſaw, 
His Mother menac'd, and the Gods in Awe; 
740 Peace at his Heart, and Pleaſure his Deſign, 
Thus interpos d the architect Divine. 


The wretched Quarrels of the mortal State 

Are far unworthy, Gods! of your Debate: s 

Let Men their Days 4 in ſenſeleſs Strife employ, 
745 We, in eternal Peace and conſtant Joy. 


Thou, 


Boox IJ. FOMZR. 2275 
Thou, Goddeſs-Mother, with our Sire n. 
Nor break the ſacred Union of the Sey: 
Leſt, rouz d to Rage, he ſhake the bleſt. abodds; 
Launch the red Lightning, and dethrone the Gods. | 
If you ſubmit, the Thun@rer* 1 550 
The gracious Pow'r is willing to be pleas d. 
Thus Vulcan ſpoke; and riſing with a Buubd 
The double Bowl with ſparkling” Netfer W N 
Which held to Funo 1 in à chearful Way, 
Goddeſs (he cry' d) be patient dndlabey, 
Dear as you are; if Fove his Arm extend, | 
I can but grieve, unable to debe 
What God fo daring in your Aid to move, tad! 1 
Or lift his Hand againſt the force of Jobe? 1 
Once in your Cauſe I felt his matchleſs Mig ht, 
HurPd headlongdownward from th Etherial Heizht; 8 
Toſt all the Day in rapid Circles round; 
Nor *till the Sun deſcended, touch'd the Ground: 
Breathleſs I fell, in giddy Motion loſt; 
The $ inthians rad me on the Lemnian Coaſt. 
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HOME RL ILIAD. Boon I. 
He ſaid, and to her Hands the Goblet hea vd, 
Which, with a Smile, the white · arm' d Queenreceiv'd, 
Then to the reſt he fill'd; and, in his Turn, 
Each to his Lips apply'd the neqtar'd Urn. 
75 Fulcan with awkward Grace his Office plies, 
And unextinguiſh'd Laughter ſhakes the Skies. 
Thus the bleſt Gods the Genial Day prolong, 
In Feaſts Ambroſial, and Celeſtial Song, 
Apollo tun'd the Lyre; the Muſes round 
775 With Voice alternate aid the ſilver Sound. 
Meantime the. radiant Sun, to mortal Sight 
Deſcending ſwift, roll'd down the rapid Light. 
Then to their ſtarry Domes the Gods depart, 
The ſhining Monuments of Vulcan's Art: | 
5780 Jove on his Couch reclin'd his awful Head, 
And Juno flumber'd on the golden Bed. 
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Ur is edi eee le" of al the 

10 —— upon Homer, there is 
hardly one whoſe principal Deſign is to 
illuſtrate the Poetical Beauties of the Au- 
—— 1 They are voluminous in explain- 
ing thoſe Seiences Which he made but 
ſublſervient to his Poetry, and ſparing only 
3 upon that Art which conftithtes his Cha- 
racter. Tha Es been occaſiot d by the Oſtentation of Men 
who had more Reading than Taſte, and were fonder of ſhew- 
ing their Variety of Learning i in all Kinds, than their fingle 
Underſtanding 'in | Poetry. Hence it comes to paſs that 
their Remarks are rather Philoſophical, Hiſtorical, ' Geogra- 
Phical, Allegorteab, or in ſhort zather any thing than Ori- 
tical or Poetical. Even the — tho their whole 
Bufineſs and Uſe be only to render the Words of an Au- 
thor intelligible, are ſtrangely touch'd/ with the Pride of do- 
ing ſomething more chan they ought. || The grand Ambi- 
tion of one -fort of Bcholars is to encreaſe the Number of 
Various Leftions ; which they have done to ſuch a degree of 
obſcure Diligencey' that We now begin to value the firſt Edi- 
tions * Books as moſt correct, — ſe they have been leaſt 


B 2 corrected. 


1 


| 


| 


| 


| 


; 


f 
F 


10 
] 


— 


corrected· The ty: Paſſion" af bib is to e 


0 1 


New Meanings in an Author, whom they will cauſe to appear 
myſterious purely for the Vanity of being thought to unra- 
vel him. Theſe account it a diſgrace to be of the Opinion 
of thoſe that preceded them; and it is generally the Fate of 
ſach People who will never ſay what was ſaid before, to ſay 
what will never be ſaid after them. If. they can but find a 
Word that has once been ſtrain'd by ſome dark Writer to 
ſignify any thing different from its uſual Acceptation, it is 
frequent with them to apply it conſtantly to that uncommon 
Meaning, Whenever they meet it in a clear Writer: For 
Reading is ſo much dearer to them than Senſe, that they will 


diſcard it at any time to make way for a Criticiſm. In other 


Places: where they cannot conteſt the Truth of the common 
Interpretation, they get themſelves room for Diſſertation by 
imaginary Amphibologies, which they will have to be deſign d 
by the Author. This Diſpoſition of finding out different 
Significations in one thing, may be the Effect of either too 


much, or too little Wit: For Men of a right Underſtanding 


generally ſee at once all that an Author can reaſonably mean, 
but others are apt to fancy Two meanings for want of know- 
ing One. Not to add, that there is a vaſt deal of difference 


between the Learning of a Critick, and the Puzzling of a 


Grammarian, 

It is no eaſy Task to make making out of a 1 
Pedants that is not Pedantical; yet this he muſt do, who 
would give a tolerable AbſtraQt of the former Expoſitors of 
Homer. The Commentaries of Euſtatbius are indeed an im- 
menſe Treaſury of the Greek Learning; but as he ſeems to 


have amaſſed the Subſtance of whatever others had written 


upon the Author, ſo he is not free from ſome of the fore- 
going Cenſures. There are thoſe who have ſaid, that a judi- 
cious Abſtract of Him alone might furniſh out ſufficient II- 
luſtrations upon Homer. It was reſolv'd to take the trouble 
of reading throꝰ that voluminous. Work, and the Reader 

51581109 "yr 1 may 


may be aſſur'd, thoſe Remarks that any way concern the 
Poetry or Art of the Poet, are much fewer than is imagin d. 


The greater Part of theſe gs already plunder'd by ſucceeding 


Commentators, who have very little but what they owe. to 


him: and I am oblig'd to ſay even of Madam Dacier, that 


ſhe is either more beholden to him than ſhe has confeſſed, 
or has read him leſs than ſhe is willing to own. She has 
made a farther Attempt than her Predeceſſors to diſcover 
the Beauties of the Poet ; tho' we have often only her 
general Praiſes and Exclamations inſtead of Reaſons. But 
her Remarks altogether are the moſt- judicious Collection ex- 
tant, of the ſcatter'd Obſervations of the Ancients and Mo- 
derns, as her Preface is excellent, and her Teen TN 
careful and elegant. 

The chief Defign of the following Notes is to comment 
upon Homer as a Poet; whatever in them is extracted from 
others is conſtantly own <4 the Remarks of then Acients are 
generally ſet at length, aud the Places cited + All thoſe of 
Euſtarbius are collected which fall under this Scheme : many 


which were not acknowledg'd by other Commentators, are 


reſtor'd to the true Owner ; and the ſame Jr is ſhown 
to thoſe who refus d it to others. Lk | 


- 
N 
I. ' 


THE Plan of this Pact! is form'd upon Auger 150 its al 
Effects, the Plan of Virgils upon pious Reſignation and its 
Rewards: and thus every Paſſion or Virtue may be the Foun- 
dation of the Scheme of an Epic Poem. This Diſtinction 
between two Authors who have been ſo ſucceſsful, ſeem'd 
neceſſary to be taken notice of, that they who would! imi- 
tate either may not ſtumble at the very Entrance, or curb 
their Imaginations ſo as to deprive us of noble Morals told in 
a new variety of Accidents. Imitation does not hinder In- 
vention: We may obſerve the Rules of Natute, and write in 


14 | the 
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Obſervations on the Firft Book. 


the Spirit of thoſe who have the beſt hit upon them, without 
taking the ſame Track, beginning in the ſame Manner, and 
following the Main of their Story almoſt ſtep by ſtep 3 as moſt 
of the modern Writers of Epic Poetry have done after one of 
theſe great Poets. 


— 


II. 


VERSE I.] RQuintilion has told us, that from the begin- 


ning of Homer's two Poems the Rules of all Exordiums were 


derived. © In pauciſſimis verſibus utriu/que aperis ingreſſis, 
« legem Prommiorum nom dico ſervavit, ſed conſtituit. Yet 
Rapin has been very free with this Invocation, in his Com- 
pariſon between Homer and Virgil; which is by no means the 
moſt judicious of his Works, He cavils farft at the Poet's in- 
fiſting ſo much upon the Effects of Aebilless Anger, That it 
was © the Cauſe of the Woes of the Greeks,” that it “ ſent ſo 
* many Heroes to the Shades, that © their Bodies were left 
« a Prey to Birds and Beaſts,” the firſt of which he thinks had 
been ſufficient. One may anſwer, that the Woes of Greece might 
conſiſt in ſeveral other things than in the Death of her He- 
roes, which was therefore needſul to be ſpeciſy d: As to the 
Bodies, he might have reflected how great a Curſe the want 
of Burial was accounted by the Ancients, and how prejudicial 
it was eſteem'd even to the Souls of the deceas d: We have 
a moſt particular Example of the Strength of this Opinion 
from the Conduct of Sephocles in his Ajax; who thought 
this very Point ſufficient to make the Diſtreſs of the laſt Act 
of that Tragedy after the Death of his Heroe, purely to ſa- 

tisty the Audience that he obtain'd the Rites of Sepulture. 
Next he objects it as prepoſterous. in Homer to deſire the 
Muſe to tell him the whole Story, and at the ſame time to 
inform her ſolemnly in his own Perſon that 'twas the Will of 
Fove which brought it about. But is a Poet then to be ima- 


gin'd. intirely Sh of his Subject, tho' he invokes the 


Mule 


| Obfeudtinivi: an the, Finft B 


Muſe to relate the Particulars? May not Homer be allow'd 
the Knowledge of ſo plain a Truth, as that the Will of God 
is fulfill'd in all things ? Nor does his Manner of faying this 
infer that he informs the Muſe, of it, but only correſponds 
with the uſual way of deſiring Information from another 
concerning any thing, and at the fame time mentioning that 
little we know of it in general. What is there more in this 
Paſſage ? „Sing, O Goddeſs, that Wrath of Arbilles, which 
« prov'd ſo pernicious to the Greeks :. We only know the Ef- 
« feRs of it, that it ſent innumerable brave Men to the Shades, 
e and that it was Jove's Will it ſhould be ſo. But tell me, 
« O Muſe, what was the Source of this deſtructive Anger? 
I can't apprehend what Rapin means by: faying, it is hard 
to know where this Invocation ends, and that it is confounded 
with the Warration, which ſo manifeſtly begins at . g at; 
d But upon the whole, methinks the French Criticks play 
double with us, when they ſometimes repreſent the Rules of 
Poetry to be form'd upon the Practice of Homer, and at 
other times arraign their Maſter as if he tranſgreſs'd them. 
Horace has ſaid the Exordium of an Epie Poem ought to 
be plain and modeſt, and Inſtances Homer's as ſuch; and 
Rapin from this very Rule will be trying Homer and judg- 
ing it otherwiſe (for he criticiſes alſo upon the beginning of 
the Odyſſes.) But for a full Anſwer we may bring the Words 
of W N e (whom Rapin himſelf allows to be the beſt of 
Criticks) concerning 'theſe Propoſitions and Invocations of 
our Author. 7 rl Auditorem invocutione dearum 
« guas fprefidere vatibus creditum eſt, intentum propoſita 
9 == magnitudine, & docilem ſumma celeriter comprehenſa, 
* EY = 
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Plutarch obſerves there is a Deſect i in the Meaſure of this kl 
Line, (I ſuppoſe he means in the Era's of the Patronymick.) 
This he * +:6 a the fiery Vein of Homer b haſte to his 
Subject, paſt over, with. a bold Neglect, N of, 
his own Power and Perfection in the greater wg as ſome 
(ſays he) who make Virtue their ſole Aim, paſs by Cenſure 
in ſmaller Matters. But perhaps we may find no occaſion to 
ſuppoſe this a Negle& in him, if -we conſider that the- word 
Pelides, had he made uſe of it without ſo many Alterations as 
he has put it to in nase, would till have 2h true to the 
Rules of Meaſure. Make but a Dipthong of the ſecond Eta 
and the Iota, inſtead of their being two Sy llables (perhaps by 
the fault of Tranſcribers) and the Objection is gone. Or 
perhaps it might be deſign d that the Verſe i in which he profeſ- 
ſes to ſing of violent Anger ſhould run off in the Rapidity of 
Dactyles. This Art he is As, d to have us d in other Places, 
and Virgil has been particularly celebrated for it. 


$3 "4 
F 1 1 


IV. 


VIISE 8. Vill of Jove.] Plutarch i in his Treatiſe of read- 
ing Poets, interprets ane in this Place to ſignify Fate, not 
imagining it conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, or Jupiter, to contrive or Practiſe any Hvil againſt Men. 
Euftathius makes [Will] here to refer to the Promiſe which 
Jupiter gave to Thetis, that he would honour her Son by 
ſiding with Troy while he ſhould be abſent. But to reconcile 
theſe two Opinions, perhaps the Meaning may be that when 
Fate had decreed the Deſtruction of Troy, Jupiter having 
the Power of Incidents to bring it to paſs, fulfl'd that Decree 


by 


by providing is for it. 80 that the Words: may thus ſpe- 
cify- the Time 1 Action, from the beginning of the Poem, 
1 thoſe Incidents work d, till the Promiſe co Thetis 
was ſulfill d, and the Deſtruction of Y aſcertain d to the 


this Poet was net an abſolute Falz, "but ſtil} ſuppos d the 
Power of Fove- fuperior> For in the ſixteenth jad we ſee 
him defigning to fave tho the Fates had decreed 
his Death. if Juno had not interpoſed. Neither does he ex- 
clude Free-will | in Men ; for as he attributes _ e 
of the Heroes to the Will of Jove in the beginning of the 
Tliad, ſo he attributes the Deſtruction * 27 ˙8 rad. 
a0 2 A cn —.— 5 
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brand w ied Hur. | x 2 1965 w_ 281 
Vers 9. Pale, 0 % kn may be wehen Rare 
the firſt Period ends at a; 4 kran, gas, 8 75 Interrogation 


to the Mule begins with xz 7 40 24 78 Or whether the 


Period does not end till the words, * & ee with only A 
2 I ſhould be in- 


ſingle Interrogation at ri; r & e d 


clin d. to favour, the former, and think it a. doyble Interro- 
gative, as Milton Nene tc to have done in, his de 85 this 
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Beſides that I think the Propofitiin concludes more NES 


with the Sentence, Such was tbe Will of Jove. But the lat- 


ter being follow'd by moſt Editions, and by all the Tranſla- 


tions I. have {gen in any Language; the K 
by Here comply d rg — 


 & 13 


Sentence 


Greeks by the Death of Hh. However it is certain that 


Caniſpoling ths, Line to keep the 
C 


— — ——_ oy 


the Poem takes its Riſe. Ch 
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Sentence laſt: ' And the next Verſes are ſo turn'd as to in- 
clude the double Interrogation, and at the ſame time do ju - 


ſtice to another Interpretation of the Words t T #4 re, Ex'quo 
tempore; which mak the 'Date of the .Quarrel from whence 
„ would have Ex quo under- 
ſtood of Jupiter, from whom the Debate was ſuggeſted ; but 
this claſhes with the Line immediately following, where he 
asks What God inſpir d the Contention ? and · anſwers, It was 


Apollo. * 
FAT EMA f EYSTIITON . | 4 | f . | 2 
VI. | 1 : 1 


VERSE II. Latona's San.]. Here the Author, who firſt in- 


vok'd the Muſe as the Goddeſs of Memory, vaniſhes from 
the Reader's view, and leaves her to relate the whole Affair 
through the Poem, whoſe Preſence from this time diffuſes an 
Air of Majeſty over the Relation. And leſt this ſhould be 
loft to our Thoughts in the Continuation of the Story, he 
ſometimes refreſhes them with a new Invocation at proper In- 
wa Mae TD STREESTTCT FEM 


vn. goa 
VAS 20. The Sceptre and the Laurel Crown.] There is 
ſomething exceedingly. venerable in this Appearance of the 
Prieſt to command Attention. He comes with the Enſigns 


of the God he belong'd to; the Laurel Crown, now carry'd 
in his Hand to ſhow he was a Suppliant; and a golden Scep- 


tre which the Ancignts gave in particular to Apollo, as they 
did a ſilver one to the Moon, and other ſorts to other Planets. 
Euftathius CLIT bes) 
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Speech is remarkable. Chry/es conſiders the Conſtitution of 
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Obſervations: au the: Fin Dονιπ — 
the Greeks before Troy, as made up of Troops partly fromm 


gins with a diſtinction which comprehend 
as Apollo's Prieſt; he prays that they may obtain the two Bleſ- 
ſings they had moſt in view, the Conqueſt of Ti, and a ſafe 
Return. Then as he names his Petition, he offers an extra- 


ordinary. Ranſom, and concludes with bidding them fear the 
God if they refuſe it; like one who from his Office ſeems to 


foreſee their Miſery and exhorts them to ſhun it. Thus he 
endeavours to work by the Art of a general Application, by 
Religion, by Intereſt, and the Inſinuation of Danger. This 
is the Subſtance of what Euſtatbius remarks on this Place; 
and in purſuance of his laſt Obſervation, the Epithet Avenging 
is added to this Verſion; that it may appear the Prieſt foretels 
the Anger:of .higGod. i i mad ind ogott Trl haart 
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VERSE 33. He with Pride repuls d.] It has been remark'd 
in Honour of Homer's Jndgment, and the Care he took of 
his Reader's Morals, that where he ſpeaks of evil Actions com- 
mitted, or hard Words given, he generally characterizes them 
as ſuch by a previous Expreſſion. This Paſſage is given as 
one Inſtance of it, where he ſays the Repulſe of Cbryſes was 
a proud injurious Action in AÆamamnon: And it may be re- 
mark'd that before his Heroes fall on one another with hard 


were under a Diſtraction of Anger. Plutarch of reading 
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Verst 41. 'Till Time ſhalt rifle ev'ry youthful Grace, 
And Age diſmiſs her from my cold Embrace, * 
In daily Labours of the Loom employd, © 
© "Or dio d to deth the" Bea ſbe once emo 


C2. 


Kingdoms and partly from Democracies: Wherefore he be- 
* s all. After this, 


Language, in this Book, he ſkill takes care to let us know they 


The 


Obſervations on dhe. Firſt Book." 


0 The Greek is n,, which ſigniſies either maling the Bed, 
| | or partaking it. Euftathius and Madam Datier inſult very 
N much upon its being taken in the former Senſe only, for fear 
of preſenting a looſe Idea to the Reader, and of offending 
againſt the Modeſty of the Migſe, who is ſuppos d to relate 
the Poem. This Obſervation may very well become a Biſhop 
and a Lady: But that Agamemnon was not ſtudying here for 
Civility of Expreſſion, appears from the whole Tenour of his 
[| Speech; and that he deſign d Ehry/ers for mote than a Ser- 
Ul | vant-Maid may. be ſeen from ſome other things be ſays of her, 
as that he preferrd her to his Queen Chtemneſtra,” &e. 
The Impudence of which Confeſſion Madam Dacier herſelf 
has elſewhere animadyerted upon. Mr. Dryden, in his Tranf- 
lation of this Book, has been juſter to the Royal Paſſion of 
Agamemnon ; tho he has carry d the Point ſo much on the 
other fide, as to make him promiſe a greater Fondneſs for 
her in her old Age than in her Youth, which indeed is hardly 


credible. 


Mine ſbe ſal Se, ill creeping 4 ge * Time Toy 
Her Bloom have witber a, — 3 'd ber Priens 1 
Till then uy nuptial Bed ſbe ſball attend, 
And having if adormd it, late aſcend, 
This for 45 Migbt; by Day the Web wr FRA 
Ad homely abel. Forks er An ber Doom. 


N * e fare a Mr. Wenne able of this Mitaks, 
but extreme baſte in Writing ; = never ought to be im- 
puted as a Fault to him, but to e c who > yer d ſo noble 


wo * „ 
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** RSE 47. The trembling. Prief.] We may = ack notice 
here once for all, that: Aae is frequently Went! in his 


9 £ 55 very 
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the Poet is careful thtoughout his whole Work t let no Prayer 


| and eſe? to Life has Funes made 


Oi er butiu o the: Firſt Rook. 30 
very Silence. Chet ſays not a word in anſmer to the'Th- 
fults of Apemernon, but walks: V along the Shore, and 
the melancholy Flowing of the Verie adtvirably-expeeſicn.he 
nen o ale mournful and deſerted Father. 
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Prayer? in the rom 74 fs M takes occaſion to obſerve, that 


ever fall Fane hen Le Juſtice an its die; but 05 

rays either Eil $ his Enemy, et Has Signs gien Hirn that He 
* been heard) or bis Ertel return; or his his Vadertaking ſuc- 
ceeds, "or "ſome other viſibte Good: hap TD ns.” 80 far inſtructive 
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VI AGE by: He FOE deadly Bro] I che dann eas of 
the Siege if Troy a Plague Med tie Greciam Camp, 
e e d perhaps by immoderate Heats and groſs Exhala- 
tions. At the Introduction of this Accident is begins 
his Poem, and takes occaſion from it to open the Scene of 
Action with a moſt beautiful Allegory. He fuppoſes chat ſuch 
Afflictions are fent from Heav'n for the Pi ne of our 
evil Ativiis, and becauſe the bug whottithe Heathens worſhip'd | 
Was a princ ment of it, he! ſays it was ſent to pu 
that God: and . bis 
1018 


28 vy 7 71221 


ipal Ii 
niſh Agamenmnon for"delpiſing 
Frieſt. ee Nur BITE 5 2 dats 0-5 - 
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* 69. Malen its . 3 * 
thing of Plagues:;;' thabitheis Gahſe de in-the Air, and that 
1248 n | different 


Diftrtigiiberc on the. Fin Bid. 


Ae Animals are differently touch d by abe according 
to their Nature or ——— This 'Philoſ ophy Sponde- 
nus refers to the Plague here mention doi {Fitſt, the Cauſe 
is in the Air, by reaſon of the Darts or Beams of Apollo. 
Secondly, the Mules and Dogs are ſaid to die ſooner than the 


Men ; partly becauſe they have by Nature a Quickrieſs of 


Smell which makes the Infection ſooner perceivable ; and 
partly by the Nouriſhment they take, their feeding on the 
Earth with prone; Heads making the Exhalation the more 
eaſy to be ſuck d in with it. Thus has Hippocrates ſo long 
after Homer writ, ſubſcrib'd to bis Knowledge in the Riſe and 
Progreſs of this Diſtemper... There have been ſome who have 
referr' d this Paſſage to a religious Senſe, making the Death 


of the [Mules and Dogs. before: the Men to point out a kind 


Method of Providence in puniſhing, whereby it ſends ſome 
previous Afflictions to warn Mankind, ſo as to make them ſhun 
the greater Evils by Repentance. This Monſieur Dacier in 
his Notes on Ariftorle's Art of Poetry calls a Remark perfectly 
fine, and agreeable to God's Method of ſending Plagues on the 
Egyptians, where firſt Horſes, Aſſes, &c. were ſmitten, and 
afterwards the, Men themſclves, THT | 


Ce \} 7 , 


mo RSE 74. | Thetis' Ged-like Sor Convenes a Council ] On the 
tenth — a Council is held to enquire why the Gods were 


angry? We may obſerve with Plutarch, how juſtly he applies 


the Characters of his Perſons to the Incidents; not making 


Agamemnon but Achilles call this Council, who of all the 
Kings was moſt capable of making Obſervations upon the 


Plague, and of foreſeeing its Duration, as having been bred 
by Chiron to the Study of Phyſick. One may mention alſo 
a Remark of Euſtatbius in purſuance to this, that Juno 's ad- 


viſing him in this caſe might allude to his Knowledge of an 


evil I the Al, of which ſhe was Goddeß iy 
. XVI. Vers 
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hank 4 — Why * the fatal. Trojan; 
TherAritee of- this 


Speech; (according to Dionyſius of Halt 
carnaſſus, in his ſecond Diſeourſe, #1 lune is admira- 
bly carry d on to open an Accuſation againſt Agamemny, whom 
Acbilles ſuſpects to be the Cauſe of all their Miſeries. He 
directs himſelf not to the Aſſembly, but to Apamemnon.;, he; 
names not only the Plague-but the Van too, as having ex- 
hauſted them * vhich was evidently due to his Family. 
He leads the Augurs he would conſult, by pointing at ſome- 
thing lately done with reſpect to Apollo. And while he con- 
tinues within the guard of civil Expreſſion, ſcattering his 
Inſinuations, he encourages thoſe Who may have more Know- 
ledge to ſpeak out boldly, by letting them ſee there is a Party 
made ſor their Safety; which has its Effect immediately in 
the following Speech of Balcus, whoſe demand of nan 
ſhews axe whom the Offence is to be place d.. 

* 10 1919929 mort e283608 tt aomil wean Sit 
| 7 1100 Jon i 5120 1 90 an 
VERSE 85. 4 35 e N 1 tot: fremther 
by the word s. an Interpreter of Dreams is meant, for 
we have no hint of any preceding Dream which wants to 
be interpreted. 8 may therefore more probably refer it to 


ſuch who us d ber perfortning Proper Rites). to lie down 
at ſome ſacred "Place; and the Gods 


\expect.'a. Dream 
upon any particular Subject which they deſir d. That this 
was a Practice among them, appears from the Temples of 
Amphiaraus in Beotia, and Podalirius in Apulia, where the 
Enquirer was oblig'd to ſleep ut the Ar upon the Skit of 
the Beaſt he had faerifie d, in drdbr tel obtain an Anſwer. ID 
is in this manner that Latinusb m. Hiri ſeventh Book 


goes to Dream in the Temple ef- Fausto, where! ue have 
+ | Il 
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a particular Deſcription of the whole Cuſtom. Strabo, Lib. 
16. has ſpoken concerning ehe Temple of Feruſalem as a 


Place of this Nature; «© where (ſays he) the People either 
= dream' d for tbemſeiees, or d ſome good Dreamer 
ec to do it:“ By which it ſhould ſeem he had read ſome- 
thing concerning the Viſions of their Prophets, as that 
which Samuel _ when he was ordered to fleep a third time 
before the Ark upon' doing fo had an Account of the 
Deſtruction of have Fieaſe 4 or chat which happen d to . 
lomon after having facrific'd before the Ark at Giboon. The 
fame Author allo has mention'd the Temple of Sorupit 
in his ſeventeenth Book, as a Nause for receiving Oractes "by: 
Dreams. | 
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VERSE 97 Balbo Jof Nees Achilles! Js Theſe A; Wa 
of Praiſe Ja Honour with which the Herocs in Homer ſo 
frequently ſalute each other, were to the Style of 
the ancient Times, as appears from ſeveral of the like Na- 
ture in the Scripture. Miltos has not been wanting to give 
his Poem this Caſt of Antiquity, throughout which our firſt 
Parents almoſt always accoſt each other with fome Title * | 
m. a W to the Dien of nn nn > ql 


Daughter of God nn Man, Aa ac e vob 
Adam, Earth's. ballow d Mould. God inſpir dim". 


> | e all Earth's Lord, lc. 
11 2 ya t5iihw Foie 2 181 dig Na nogt. 
b mot e NES 9 OR 2 NINE | 
brought in Chaka 17505 Aa —. . 2. 
aan; OBalæas who perceiꝝ d them, and was unwilling to be 


Tae 


the: firſt that nam 
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the King, full demmgngy. 4 ** 


FTYA 


Obſervations bn the Firſt Book. 


in ſuch a manner, as confirms thoſe Doubts, and extorts from 
him that warm and particular Expreſſion & that he would 
te protect him even againſt Aamemnon, who, as he ſays, is 
nom the greateſt Man of Greece, to hint that at the Expi- 
ration of the War he ſhould be again reduc'd to be barely 
King of Mycene. This Place Plutarch takes notice of as the 
firſt in which Ny nm = ene of anne Au- 
thority. | 
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W 117. We Blamelef Prieft) The ie Epithet a 2ubusy Or 
blameleſe, is frequent in Homer, but not always us d with fo 
much Propriety as here. The Reader may obſerve that Care 
has not been wanting chro this Tranſlation to preſerve thoſe 
ee which are peculiar to the Author, whenever they re- 
ceive any Beauty from the Circumſtances about them: as 
this of 4lameleſs manifeſtly does in the preſent Paſſage. It 
is not only apply'd to a Prieft, but to one who being conſcious 
of the Truth, prepares with an honeſt Boldneſs to diſcover 
it. 


a 
VEzRSE I 3 K. \ adi accur 40 This Ripreſſion i is not 1 
thrown out by chance, but proves what Chalcas ſaid of the 
King when he ask d Protection; © That he harbour'd Anger in 
* his Heart.” For it aims at the Prediction Chalcas had given 
at Aulis nine Years before, for the AP his ann 
Ipbigenia. Spondanus. 
Ahis and the two following Lines are in a manner Reps 
titions of the ſame thing thrice over. It is left to the Rea- 
der to conſider how far it may be allow'd, or rather praiſed 
for a Beauty, when we conſider with Euftathins that it is a 
moſt natural Effect of Anger to be full of Words, and inſi- 
ſting on that which galls us. We may add, that theſe rei- 
terated Expreſſions — be ſuppos'd to be thrown out 
| En D one 


62 Obſervations on the Firſt "Book. 
one after another, as Agamemnn: is ſtruck in the Confuſion 
of his Paſſion, firſt by the Remembrance of one Prophecy, 


and then of on; which a On on Had A Warn 
hang, 263 4 Q 
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| XXII. 


l | VIISE 143. Mor half "ſo dear were 3 5 cim! 
14 Agamemnon having heard the Charge which Chalcas drew up 
1 againſt him in two Particulars, thas he had affronted the 
i f Prieſt, and reſus d to reſtore his Daughter; he offers one An- 
1 ſwer which gives ſoftening Colours to both, that he lov'd her 
1 as well as his Queen Gytemneſtra for her Perſections. Thus 
ji he would ſeem to ſatisſy the Father by Kindneſs to his Daug h- 
wi ter, to excuſe himſelf ＋ the Greeks: for what is paſt, and 
jj to make a Merit of yielding her in the following Lines and 


8 . Paſſion far their _ 


XXIII. 


VERSE 155. Inſatiate King.] Here, where this Paſſion of 
Anger grows loud, it ſeems proper to prepare the Reader, 


and prevent his Miſtake in the Character of Achilles, which 


i might ſhock him in ſeveral Particulars following. We ſhould : 
! N know that the Poet has rather ſtudy'd Nature than Per- 1 
Th fection in the laying down his Characters. He reſolv'd 1 
li 10 to ſing the Conſequences of Anger; he conſider'd what Vir- be: 
| tues and Vices would conduce moſt to bring this Moral out of B 
| the Fable; and artfully diſpos'd them in 5 chief Perſons F 
| after the manner in which we generally: find them; making ; 
| the Fault which moſt peculiarly attends any good Quality, to 
pl reſide with it. Thus he has plac'd Pride with Magnanimity in 
Wi Agamennon, and Craft witty Prudence in Ulyſſes. And thus 


we. muſt take his Achilles, not as a mere heroick dif 


Anger; 4 
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Oer datious on the Firſt Book. 


Anger; one who finds himſelf almoſt invincible, and aſ- 
ſumes an uncontroul'd Carriage upon the Self- conſciouſneſs 
of his Worth; whoſe high Strain of Honour will not ſuffer 
him to betray his Friends or fight againſt them, even when 
he thinks they have affronted him; but whoſe ine xorable Re- 
ſentment will not let him hearken to any Terms of Accom- 
modation. Theſe are the Lights and Shades of his Character, 
which Homer has heighten'd and darkned in Extreams; becauſe 
on the one fide Valour is the darling Quality of Epic Poetry, 
and on the other, Anger the particular Subject of his Poem. 
When Characters thus mix d are well conducted, tho they 
be not morally beautiful quite through, they conduce more 
to the end, and are ſtill poetically perfect. 
Plutarch takes occafion from the Obſervation of this con- 
duct in Homer, to applaud his juſt Imitation of Nature and 
Truth, in repreſenting Virtues and Vices intermixed in his He- 
roes: contrary to the Paradoxes and ſtrange Poſitions of the 
Stoicks, who held that no Vice could conſiſt with Virtue, nor 
the leaſt Virtue with Vice. Plut. de aud. Poetis. 


XXIV. 


VESA 169. Great as thou art and like a Oud in Fight. 
The Words in the Original are Swizw A Uiyſſes is ſoon 


after call'd a7, and others in other Places. The Phraſe of 


Divine or Godlike is not uſed by the Poet to ſignify Perfection 


in Men, but apply'd to conſiderable: Perſons upon account | 


of ſome particular Qualification, or Advantage which they 
were 
Thus it is aſerib'd to Achilles upon account of his great Va- 
lour, to Ulyſſes for his Preheminence in Wiſdom, even to Paris 


Endowments. 
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poſſeſs d of far above the common Standard of Mankind. 
for his exceeding Beauty, and to Clytemneſtra for ſeveral fair 


XXV. Verge 
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XXV. 


Verss 172. Firſt let the juſt Equivalent.) The Reaſoning 
in point of Right between Achilles and Agamennon ſeems to 
be this. Achilles pleads that Agamemmon could not ſeize upon 
any other Man's Captive without a new Diſtribution, it being 
an Invaſion of private : Property. On the other hand, as 
Agamemnon's Power was limited, how came it that all the 
Grecian Captains would ſubmit to an illegal and arbitrary 
Action? ] think the legal Pretence for his ſeizing Bri/eis muſt 
have been founded upon that Law, whereby the Comman- 
der in Chief had the Power of taking what part of the Prey 
he pleas'd for his own Uſe : And he being obliged to reſtore 
what he had taken, it ſeem'd but juſt that he ſhould have 


a ſecond Choice. 


XXVI. 

VERSE 213. And dar ſt thou threat to ſnatch my Prize away, 
Due to the Deeds of many a dreadful Day?) 

The Anger of theſe two Princes was equally upon the account 
of Women, but yet it is obſervable that there is a different 
Air with which they are conducted. Agamemnon appears as 
a Lover, Achilles as a Warriour : The one ſpeaks of Chryſeis 
as a Beauty whom he valu'd equal to his Wife, and whoſe 
Merit was too conſiderable to be eafily reſign'd ; the other 
treats Bri/eis as a Slave, whom he is concern'd to preſerve 
in point of Honour, and as a Teſtimony of his Glory. 
Hence it is that we never hear him mention her but as 
his Spoil, the Reward of War, the Gift the Grecians gave 
him, or the like Expreſſions : and accordingly he yields her 
up, not in Grief for a Miſtreſs whom he loſes, but in Sullen- 
neſs for an Injury that is done him. This Obſervation is Madam 
 Dacier's, and will often appear juſt as we proceed farther. 


Nothing 


y 8 . 7 
* ol 4 = V 
© * 0 5 * * = 
PV * 
1— « + tt 
5 7 
: 
- 


N Obſervations. on the: Firſi Boat 66 


Nothing is finer than the Moral exhibited to us in this 
Quarrel, of the Blindneſs and Partiality of Mankind to their 
own Faults: The Greciant make a War to recover a Wo- 
man that was raviſh d, and are in danger to fail in the At- 
tempt by a Diſpute about another. Agumamnon while he is 
revenging a Rape, commits one; and Achilles while he is 
in the utmoſt Fury himſelf, reproaches Agamemnom for his 
paſſionate Temper. 07 boot y 


XXVII. 


VERSE 225. Fly, mighty Warriour.] Achilles having 
threaten'd to leave them in the former Speech; and ſpoken 
of his Acts of War; the Poet here puts an artful Piece of 
Spite in the Mouth of Samemnon, waking him opprobriouſly 
brand his Retreat as a Flight, and leſſen the Appearance of 
his Courage by calling it the Love of Contention and Slaughter. 


XXVIII. 
VI * E 229. Kings, the Geds diſtinguiſh'd Care.] In the 


Original it is tiefe, Or nurſt by Fove. Homer often uſes 
to call his Kings by ſuch Epithets as Ale, Born of the 
God's, or adgweire, bred by the Gods; by which he points out 
to themſelves, the Offices they were ordain'd for; and to 
their. People the Reverence that ſhould be paid them. Theſe 
Expreſſions of his are perfectly in the exalted Style of the 

Eaſtern Nations, and correſpondent: to thoſe Places of holy 

Scripture where they are:call'd Gods, and the Sons of the' moſt 


- Verssz 261. Minerva ſwift deſcended: from above.] Homer 
having by degrees rais d Achilles to ſuch a Pitch of Fury as to 
make him capable of attempting Agamemnoms Life in the 
Council, Pallas the Goddeſs of Wiſdom deſcends, and being 


ſeen 
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ſcen only by him, pulls him back iti the very Inftant of N 
cution. He parlies with her a while as imagining ſhe would 
adviſe him to proceed, but upon the promiſe: of à time 
wherein there ſhould be a full Reparation of his Honour, he 
ſheaths his Sword in Obedience to her. She aſcends to Hea- 

/ ven, and he being left to himſelf, falls again upon his General 
with bitter Expreſſions. The Allegory here may be allow'd 
by every Reader to be unforc'd : The Prudence of Achilles 
checks him in the raſheſt Moment-of his Anger, it works upon 

him unſeen to others, but does not entirely prevail upon him 
to deſiſt, till he remembers his own Importance, and depends 
upon it that there will be a neceſſity of their courting him at 
any Expence into the Alliance again. Having perſuaded him- 
ſelf by ſuch Reflections, he forbears to attack his General, but 
thinking that he ſacrifices enough to Prudence by this Forbea- 
rance, lets the thought of it vaniſh from him, and no ſooner is 
Wiſdom gone but he falls into more violent Reproaches for 
the Gratification of his Paſſion- All this is a moſt beautiful 


Paſſage whoſe Moral is evident, and generally agreed on by 
the Commentators. 


XXX. 
VERSE 268. Knownby the Flames that ſparkled from her Eyes.] 
They who carry on this Allegory after the moſt minute man- 
ner, refer this to the Eyes. of 4chilles, as indeed we muſt, 
if we entirely deſtroy the bodily appearance of Minerva. But 
what Poet deſigning to have his Moral ſo open, would take 
pains to Form it into a Fable? In the proper mythological 
Senſe, this Paſſage ſhould be referrd to Minerva: according 
to an Opinion of the Ancients, who ſuppos'd that the Gods 
had a peculiar Light in their Eyes. That Homer was not 
ignorant of this Opinion appears from his uſe of it in other 
Places, as when in the third 1/:ad Helena by this means 
diſcovers Venus: and that he meant it here is particuliarly 
aſſerted 


cura an the Tf: Binh 


aſſetted hy NMelibderus in the third Bobk ; af his ibiopici 
Hiſtory. “ The Gad, ſays he, areknown in their Appari- 

« tions to Men by the fix d Glare of their Eyes, or their 
« oliding Paſſage through Air without moving the Feet; 
«© theſe Marks Homer has ud ſtom his Knowledge of the 
« Egyptian Learning, applying one to Palas, and the other 
« to: Veptune:” Madam Dacier has gone into the contrary. 
Opinion, and blames Euſtathius and Sees without overthrow- 
ing theſe Authorities, or aſſigning any other Reaſon but that 
it was not 3 e mn to ar when her 
Speech was mild. 9 1010-7 
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VIꝝISEz 298. Thou Deg in Forehead] It has been one of 
the Objections againſt the Manners of Homer's Heroes, that 
they are abuſive. Monſ. de la Morte affirms in his Diſcourſe - 
upon the Iliad, that great Men differ from the vulgar in their 
manner of expreſſing their Paſſion ; but certainly in violent 
Paſſions (ſuch as thoſe of ' Achilles and ee oye the Great 
are as ſubject as any others to theſe Sallies; of which we have 
frequent Examples both from Hiſtory and rience. Plu- 
zarch, ꝛaking notice of this Line, gives it as à particular 
Commendation of Homer, that he conſtantly affords us a 
« fine Lecture of Morality in his — and Praiſes, 
« by referring them not to the Goode of Fortune or the 
4 Body, but thoſe vf the Mind; whichcare in our Power, and 
« for lich we are blameable or praiſe-worthy. Thas; ſays 
« he, Agamemnom is reproach'd for Impudence and Feat, 
Har for vain-bragging, Jaomeneus for the Love of Con- 
<« tention, and Ulyſſes does not reprove: even Therfetes but as - 

„ a Babbler, tho he had ſo many ſonal Deformities to 
object to him. In like manner the Appellations and 
« Epithets with which they accoſt one another, are 1 
1. founded on ſome diſtinguiſhing Qualification of Merit, 
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ſathius is, that if we conſider the Sceptre ſim ply as Wood, 


Symbolically. Firſt, That as the Wood being cut from the 
Tree will never re-unite and flouriſh, ſo neither ſhould their 
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c as Viſe Ulyſſes, Hector equal 70 AT in Miſalom, Achilles 


« chief Glory of the per 2 7 the * Wer r oe _— 
ing Poets. | 
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VzRrsE 299. FR ambuſh F Fig * 2 dave!) Homer has mag- 
nify'd the Ambuſh as the boldeſt manner of Fight. They 
went upon thoſe Parties with a few Men only, nad generally 
the moſt daring of the Army, on. Occaſions of the greateſt 
Hazard, where they were therefore more expos'd than in a re- 
gular Battel. Thus Idomeneus in the thirteenth Book expreſsly 
tells Meriones, that the greateſt Courage appears in this way of 
Service, each Man being in a manner angled out to the Proof 


of it. 0 FER 


XXXIII. 


he Th » 


VERSE 309. Vow by this facred Sceptre. 5 in | this 
Place blames Euſtatbius, for ſaying that Homer makes Achilles 
in his Paſſion ſwear by the firſt thing he meets-with ; and 
then aſſigns | (as from himſelf) two Cauſes! which the other 
had mention'd ſo plainly before, that it is a wonder they could 
be over- look d. The Subſtance of the Whole Paſſage in Eu- 


Achilles after the manner of the Ancients takes in his Tana 
ſport the firſt thing to ſwear by: but that Homer himſelf has 
in the Proceſs of the Deſcription ailign'd Reaſons why it is 
proper for the Occaſion, which may be ſeen by conſidering it 


Amity ever flouriſh again, after they were divided by this Con- 
tention. Secondly, That a Sceptre being the mark of Power 
and Symbol of Juſtice, to ſwear by it might in effe& be con- 
ſtrued ſwearing by the God of Power, and by Juſtice it ſelf; 


and 
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and accordingly it is ſpoken of by Ariſtotle, 3% Polit. as A 
uſual ſolemn! Oath' of Kings. 

I cannot leave this Paſſage without ſhowing, in Opp6ſition 
to ſome Moderns who have criticiz d upon it as tedious, that 
it has been eſteem'd a Beauty of ſo fine a Nature by the An- 
cients as to engage them in its Imitation. Firgil has almoſt 
tranſcrib d it in his 12 En. for the 8 of Latinus. 


Ut ae hoc Gee dextra nam forte gerebat © 

Munguam fronde levi fundet virgulta nec Umbras 5 

Cum ha in Jyloig imo de ftirpe 'reciſum. 

Matre caret, poſuitque comas & brachia ferro : 

Olim arbos, numc artificis mantes \gre'decoro © 

Incluſit, Far ib dedit > ama N "TE 3 
But I cannot think this comes up to the — or > Sroprlety of 
Homer, notwithſtanding the Judgment of Scaliger who decides 
for Virgil, upon a trivial compariſon of the Wording in each, 
18. cap. 3. Poet. It fails in a greater Point than any he bas 


mention'd, which is, that being there us d on occaſion of a 


Peace, it had no emblematical reference to Diviſion ;- and yet 
deſcribes the cutting of the Wood and its Inca pacity to bloom 
and branch again, in as many Words as Homer. It is bor- 


rod by Falerius Hlaccus in his third Book, where he makes 
Jaſon [wear as a Wamior by his Spear, 91 tha rue | 


Eis evo nagnanimi ; ſpolium Didymannis Aten 25 ” 
Ur ſemel eft aoulſa jugis 'a-matre peremptag, ö 
Qu neque jam frondes virides neque proferet umbrus, 
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Audiindentl, AG may here borrow ſome Ex 
from Virgil or fall below him in others, he has nevertheleſs 


kept to Hamer in the Emblem, by introdueing the Oath upon 


Far $ Grief * ſailing to Gelehis without Hercules when he 
E . had 
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Fida miniſteria & duras Ae em eee TY A 


preſſions 


70 


getful and unthankful, 


Fight of ther Lapitbæ 
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had feparated him from the Body of the Argonauts to ſeureh 
after Hylas. To render the Beauty of this Paſſage more ma- 
nifeſt, the Alluſion is inſerted (but "with the fangen Words 11 75 
. in this Tranſlation. | | 


. 
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Venss 324. Thy Raſhneſs made the romp Greek 2) thy Foe.] 
If hikers had A been ble to the haughiy ty Pe 
of Achilles, yet Plutarch has mention'd-a"Oaſe; and with re- 
ſpect to him, wherein it is allowable. | He ſays that Achilles 
has at other times. aſcrib'd his Succeſs to Jupiter but it 1s 
permitted to a Man of Merit and Figure who is injuriouſly 
dealt with, to ſpeak frankly of himſelf to thoſe who are for- 


KANV. 


VAS 333. Tivo — The Commiengators make 
not Meſtor to have liv'd three hundred Years (according to 
Ovid's, Opinion.;) they take the word v not to fignify a Con- 
tury or Age of the World; but a Generation or compaſs of 
Time in which one Sett of Men flouriſh, which in the common 
Computation is thirty Years ; and accordingly it is here tran- 
ſlated as much the more probable. 

From what Veftor ſays in this Speech, Madam Dacier com- 
putes the Age he was of, at the ead of the Trojan War. The 
and Centaur; fell out fifty five or ſixty 
Years before: the War of ey: The Quarrel A Agamemnon 
and Achilles happen d in the tenth and laſt Year of that War. 

It was then ſixty five or ſixty fix Years ſince JVeſtor- fought 
againſt the Centaurs; he was capable at that time of giving 
Counſel, ſo that one cannot imagine him to have been under 
twenty: From whence it will appear that he was now almoſt 
arri v d to the Concluſion of his third Age, and about e 
aud five, or fourſcore and ſix Tears of Age. 


XXXVI. 
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VERSE 339. What, Shae: | be Quartel haying riſen to 
its higheſt Extravagance, Meſtor the wiſeſt and moſt aged Greek 
is raiſed to quiet the Princes, whofe Speech is therefore fram'd 
entirely with an oppoſite Air to all which has been hitherto 
faid, ſedate and-inoffenſive, He begins with a ſoft affectionate 
Complaint which. be ppoſes. to. their Threats and haughty 
Language; he reconciles their Attention in an awful manrier, 
by putting them in mind that they hear one whom their Fa- 
thers and the greateſt Heroes had hehrd with deference. He 
ſides with neither, that he might not anger any one, while he 
adviſes them to the proper Methods of > Redondiliatitm ; and 
he appears to ſide with both while he praiſes each, that they 
may be induc d by the ReeolteRion of one another's: Worth to 
return to that Amity wllich would bring Succeſs to the Cauſe. 
It was not however conſiſtent witk the Plat of the Poeti that 
this ſhould entirely appeaſe them, for then the Anger would be 
at an end which was propos d to be ſung thiro the whole. Ha- 
aner has not therefore: made this Speeeh to hiave its full guceeſs; 
and yet that the Eloquence of his Meſfor might not be thiown 
out of. Character by its proving unavailable; he takes care that 
the Violence with which the Diſpute was manag d ſhould 
abate immediately upon his ſpeaking ; Agamemnom confeſſes 
that all he ſpoke was right, Achilles promiſes not to fight 
for Briſeis it ſhe ſhould be fent for, and the Council diſ- 
ſolves. "Ye 5 | 
It is to be obferv'd that this Character of Authority and 
Wiſdom in Meſtor, is every where admirably uſed by Homer, 
and made to exert itſelf thro all the great Emergencies of 

the Poem. As he quiets the Princes here, he propoſes that 
Expedient which reduces the Army into their Order aſter the 
Sedition in the ſecond: Book. When the Greels are in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſſes, tis he who adviſes the building the Fortifi- | 


E 2 cation 
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cation before the Fleet, which is the chief means of pteſer- 
ving them. And it is by his Perſuaſion that Patroclus puts 


on the Armour of Achilles, which occaſions the Return ot 
that Oy and the Conqueſt! of _—_ 


XXXV II 


V BRSE 0 —— WF more Achilles draus 
His congu# ring Sword in amy Woman s Cauſe] 
When Achilles promiſes not to conteſt for Briſeis, he dee 
it in a ſharp deſpiſing Air, I will not fight for the ſake of a 
Woman : by which he glances at Helena, and caſts an oblique 


Reflection upon thoſe Commanders whom he is about to leave 


at the Siege for her Cauſe. One may obſerve how well it is 
fancy'd of the Poet, to make one Woman the ground of a 
Quarrel which breaks an Alliance that was only form'd upon 
account of another: and how much the Circumſtance thus 
conſ{ider'd contributes to keep up the Anger of Aebilles, for 
carrying on the Poem beyond this Diſſolution of the Council. 

For (as he himſelf argues with Ulyſſes in the 97h Thad) it is 
as reaſonable for him to retain his Anger-upon the account of 
Briſeis, as for the Brothers with all Greece to carry on a War 
upon the ſcore of Helena. I do not know that any Commen- 


tator has taken notice of this Sarcaſm of Acbilles, which! think 


a very obvious one. 
e een 


Vers® 413. The Ablutions.] All our former Engl, 2 Tranſ- 
lations ſeem to have err'd in the Senſe of this Line; the word 
Adliela being differently render'd by them, Offal/s, or Entrails, 
or Purgaments, or Ordures, a groſs Sett of Ideas of which 


Homer is not guilty, The word comes from ate, eluo, the 


ſame Verb from whence il, which precedes in the 
Line, is deriv d, So that the Senſe appears to be as it is ren- 


der'd 


F 
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der'd here Dey waſh'd, and threw away their Waſhings:] 
Perhaps this Lu ſtration might be uſed as a : Phyſical Re aids 
in cleanſing them from the Infection of the Plague: as 
Pauſanias tells us it was by the Arcadians, from whence 
he ſays the Plague was called _ * the Greeks. 


XXXIX 


VERSE 4 30. At 5 di fines lene] There was requir'd 
a very remarkable Management to preſerve all the Characters 
which are concern d in this nice Conjuncture, wherein the He- 
ralds were to obey at their Peril. Agamemnom was to be gra- 
tify'd by an inſolt on Achilles, - and Achilles was to ſuffer ſo as 
might become his Pride, and not have his violent Temper pro- 
vok' d. From all this the Poet has found the Secret to extricate 
himſelf, by only taking care to make his Heralds ſtand in fight; 
and filent. Thus they neither make Agamemnon's Majeſty ff. 
fer by uttering their Meſſage ſubmiſſively, nor occaſion a rough 
TI from Achilles by demanding Brj/cis in the peremp- 

tory Air he order d; and at the ſame time Achilles is gratify'd 
with the Opportunity of giving her up, as if he rather ſent 


her than was forc'd to relinquiſh her. The Art of this has been 
een notice of by Eupatbing i” A 5 


N 
p 
] 


6 XI. 

VERSE 451. She in 5 if renal The Behaviour of Briſeis 
in her Departure is no leſs beautifully imagin'd than the for- 
mer. A French or Italian Poet had laviſh'd all kis Wit and 
Paſſion in two long Speeches on this Occaſion,” which the He- 
ralds muſt have wept to hear; inſtead of which Homer gives 
us a fine Picture of Nature. We ſee Briſeis paſſing unwillingly 
along, with a dejected Air, melted in Tenderneſs, and not 
able to utter a word: And in the Lines immediately follow- 

ing, we have a Contrafte to this in the gloomy Reſentment of 


Achilles, 
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Achilles, who ſuddenly retires to the Shore and vents his Rage 


aloud to the Seas. The Vatistion of the Numbers juſt in 


this Place adds a great Beauty toit nn has been NATTY d | 
at in the Tranſlation. 213 44,5 IT en of | 213 UT $ {57 
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XII. 
VERSE 458. There, bath'd in Tears. Euſtathius obſerves on 
this Place that it is no Weakneſs in Heroes to weep, but the 
very Effect of Humanity and Proof of a generous Temper; 
for which he offers wa Inſtances, and takes notice that 
if Sophocles would not let ax weep, it is becaule he is drawn 
rather as a Madman KO a Hero. But this general Ob» 
ſervation is not all we can offer. in excuſe for the og ha of 
Achilles : His are Tears of Anger and Diſdain (as I have ven- 
tur'd to call them in the. Tranſlation) of. which a great and 
hery Temper is more ſuſceptible than any other; and dyen 
in this caſe Homer has taken care to — the high Cha- 
racter, by making him retire to vent his Tears out of 
And we may add to theſe an Obſervation of which Madam 
Dacier is fond, which is, the Reaſon why Agamenmon parts 


not in Tears from Chryſets, and Achilles. ſhould from Briſais: 


The one parts willingly from his Miſtreſs, and becauſe he does 
it for his People's Saftey it becomes an Honour to him: the 
other is parted unwillingly, and becauſe his General takes her 
by force, the Action reflects a Diſhonour upon him. 


XIII. 


V 464. The Thund rer ow 'd ] This alludes to a go 


which Achilles tells the Embaſſadors of Aamemnon, II. g 


That he had the Choice of two Fates: one leſs glorious at 1 
but bleſſed with a very long Life; the other full of Glory at 
Troy, but then he was never to return. The Alternative being 
thus propos'd to him (not from Jupiter but Thetis who 10 
veal 
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veal'd the Decree) he choſe the latter, which he looks upon 
as his Due, ſince he gives away length of Life for it: and 
accordingly when he complains to his Mother of the Diſgrace 


he lies under, in Yar eee ne: nag 


Honour R 1528 


Monſ. de la Motte r jadiieully cblerves, that but for 


this Fore-knowledge of the Certainty of his Death at Troy; 
Achilles's Character could have drawn but little Fficem 
from the Reader. A Heroe of a vicious Mind, bleſt only 


of Death, 


Heroes, who is ſtill purſuing Glory in contempt 


and even under that , generouſly devoting! hinſels | 


in every Action. 
4 


" XIII 


VI ISE 478. From Thebæ.] Homer, who open'd his Poem 
with the Action which immediately brought on Achilles's An- 
ger, being now to give an Account of the fame thing again, 
takes his Riſe more backward in the Story. Thus the Reader 
is inform'd in what he ſhould know, without having been 
delay'd from entering upon the promis'd Subject. This is the 
firft Attempt which we ſee made towards the Poetical Me- 


thod of Narration, which differs from the Hiſtorical; in that 


it does not proceed always directly in the Line of Tie but 
ſometimes relates things which have gone before, which a mor 


proper Oppartunity demands it, ta make the Narration more 


informing or beautiful. 

The foregoing Remark is in regard only to ths firſt fi 
Lines of this Speech. What follows is a Rehearſal of the pre- 
ceding Action of the Poem, almoſt in the fame Words he had 
ufed in the opening it; and is one of thoſe Faults which 


has with moſt Fee * — to our Author. It is 


not 


wirh a Superiority of Strength, and in vulnerable into the bar- 
gain, was not very proper to excite Ad miration; but Homer 
by this exquiſite Piece of Art has made him the greateſt of 


75 
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| not to be deny'd but the Account muſt be tedious, of What 
| the Reader had been juſt before inform'd : and eſpecially when. 
we are given to underſtand it was no way neceſſary, by what 
Achilles ſays at the beginning, that Thetis knew the whole 
| | Story already. As to repeating the ſame Lines, a Practice 
[ uſual with Homer, it is not ſo excuſable in this Place as in 
thoſe, where Meſſages are deliver'd in the Words they were 
receiv d, or the like; it being unnatural to imagine, that the 
Perſon whom the Poet introduces 2s actually ſpeaking, ſhould 
fall into the ſelf-ſame Words that are us'd in the Narration 
by the Poet himſelf. Vet Milton was ſo great an Admirer and 
Imitator of our Author, as not to have ſcrupled even this 
kind of Repetition. The Paſſage is at the end of his tenth 
Book, where Adam having declar'd he would proſtrate him- 
ſelf e God in certain particular Acts of Humiliation, thoſe 


Acts are immediately aſter deſcrib' d by the Poet in the ſame 
Words. 


XLIV. 


VERSE 514. Oft haſt thou triumph d.] The Perſuaſive which 
Achilles is here made to put into the Mouth of Thetis, is moſt 
1 artfully contriv'd to ſuit the preſent Exigency. You, ſays he, 
1 muſt intreat Jupiter to bring Miſeries on the Greeks, who are 
protected by Juno, Meptune, and Minerva: Put him there- 
] fore in e that thoſe Deities were once his Enemies, and 
1 ; adiure him by that Service you did him when thoſe very Powers 
1 would have bound him, that he will now in his turn aſſiſt you 
| againſt the Endeavours they will certainly oppole t to my Wiſhes. 
Fufathins 
| As for the Story itſelf, ſome hows thought (with whom is 
Madam Dacier) that there was ſome imperfect Tradition of 
the Fall of the Angels for their Rebellion, which the Greeks 
4 had receiv'd by Commerce with Ag ypt : and thus they ac- 
1 count the Rebellion of the Gods, the Precipitation of Vulcan 


from 


Oder vutiour on the Fin ſt Book 


from Heaven; and Fove's threatning the inferior Gods with 
Tartarus in Il. 8. but as fo many Hints of Scripture faintly 


imitated. But it ſeems not improbable that the Wars of the 


Gods, deſcribed by the Poets, allude to the Confuſion of the 
Elements before they were brought into their natural Order. 
It is almoſt generally agreed that by Jupiter is meant the 
Ether, and by Juno the Air. The ancient Philoſophers ſup- 


pos d the Ather to be igneous, and by its kind Influence 


upon the Air to be the Cauſe of all Vegetation: Therefore 
Homer ſays in the 14th Iliad, V. 346. That upon Jupiters 
embracing his Wife, the Earth puts forth its Plants. Perhaps 
by Thetis's aſſiſting Jupiter, may be meant that the watry Ele- 
ment ſubſiding and taking its natural Place, put an end to 


this Combat of the Elements. 


2 


+ 8 


Vers 523. Whom Gods Briareus, Men Ageon name.} This 
manner of making the Gods ſpeak a Language different from 
Men (which is frequent in Homer) is a Circumſtance that as far 
as it widens the diſtinction between divine and human Na- 


" , v3 * , : A „ 4 + 1 N 15 8 , 
tures, ſo far might tend to heighteff the Reverence paid the 
Gods. But beſides this, as tke difference is thus told in Poetry, 


it is of uſe to the Poets themſelves: For it appears like a kind 
of Teſtimony of their Inſpiration, or their Conyerſe' with the 
Gods, and thereby gives a Majeſty to their Wotks. 
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Ver3E 554. The Sire of. Gods, and all ib Etherial Train, 
On the warm Limits of the fartheſt Main, gs 
Now mix with Mortals,” nor diſdain to grace 
The Feaſts of Ethiopia's blameleſs Race. SN 
The 2 hi . {: 2 £ ” ++ © Id Sx 4 x we... $a 
thiopians, lays Diodorus, J. 3. are ſaid to be the In- 


+ 


«> 


ventors of Pomps, Sacrifices, ſolemn Meetings, and other 


A . Honours 


Meat before Sxatues, it will a 
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Honours paid to the Gods. From hence aroſe their Cha« 
rater of Piety, which is here celebrated by Homer. Among 
theſe there was an annual Feaſt at Dzofpolis, which OED 
mentions, wherein they carry'd about the Statues of Jupit 
and the other Gods, for twelve Days, according to het 
Number; to which if we add the ancient Cuſtom of ſetting” 
ppear a Rite from which this 
Fable might eaſily ariſe. But it would be a great Miſtake 
to imagine from this Place, that Homer repteſents the Gods 
as cating and drinking upon Earth: a groß Notion he was 
never guilty of, as s appears from theſe Verſes in the fifth —_ 
Ver. 340. 


Ix oe, elbe vie 74 fic pararteor Selen; 
Oo W oiToy lde d Trine dera & vor, 
Türer araiuoris eig, x) dbα⁰je xaxior]er. 


Macrobius would have it, that by Jupiter here mention d is 


meant the Sun, and that the Number Twelve hints at the 
twelve Signs; but whatever may be ſaid in a eritical Defence 
of this Opinion, I believe the Reader will be ſatisfy' d that 
Homer, conſider'd as a Poet, would bave his Machinery un- 
ſtood upon that Syſtem of the Gods which is properly 
Grecian. 

One may take notice here, that it were to be wiſh'd ſome 
Paſſage were found in any authentic Author, that might tel] 


us the time of the Year when the Ætbiopians kept this Feſtival 


at Diofþolis : For from thence one might determine the preciſe 
Seaſon of the Year wherein the Actions of the [/iad are re- 
preſented to have happen'd ; and perhaps by that means far- 


ther explain the Ream and Propriety of many Paſſages in 
the Poem. 


XLVII. 


Verss 600. The Sacrifice. ] If we conſider this Pailage, 
it is not made to ſhine in Poetry : All that can be done is to 


give 
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give it Numbers, and endeavour to ſet the Particulars in a 
diſtinct View. But if we take it in another Light, and as a 
Piece. of Learning, it is valuable for being the moſt exact 
Account of the ancient Sacrifices any where left us. There 
is firſt the Purification, by waſhing of Hands : Secondly the 
offering up-of Prayers: Thirdly the Mala, or Barley Cakes 
thrown upon the Victim: Fourthly the manner of killing it 
with the Head turn'd upwards to the celeftial Gods (as they 

turn'd it downwards when they offer'd to the Infernals:) 
Fifthly their ſelecting the Thighs and Fat for their Gods as 
the beſt of. the — and the diſpoſing about them pieces 
cut from every part for a Repreſentation of the whole; 
(hence the Thighs, or wele, are frequently us d in Homer 
and the Greek Poets for the awhile Victim :) Sixthly the Li- 
bation of Wine : Seventhly conſuming the Thighs in the 
Fire of the Altar: Eighthly the Sacrificers dreſſing and Feaſt- 
ing on the reſt, with Joy and Hymns to the Gods. Thus 
punctually have the ancient Poets: and in particular Homer, 
written with a care and reſpect to Religion. One may que- 
ſtion whether any Country as much a Stranger to Chriſtia- 
nity as we are to — might be ſo well inform ' d 
our Poets in the Worſhip be to any Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion at preſent. 

I am obliged to take notice how entirely Mr. Dryden has 
miſtaken the Senſe of this Paſſage, and the Cuſtom of Anti- 
quity ; for in his Tranſlation, the Cakes are thrown into the 
Fire inſtead of being caſt on the Victim; the Sacrificers are 
made to cat the Thighs and whatever belong d to the Gods; 
and no part of the Vieim i is conſum'd for a Burat-offcring, 
ſo that in effect there is no Sacrifice at all. Some of the Mi- 
Rakes (particularly that of turning the Roaſt. meat on the Spits, 
which was not known in Homer's Days) he was eg. into e 
a 8 nen. L 25 1 
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Vans: 681. The faithful Fi 4, . Sign ] There 


are among Men three things by which the Efficacy of a Pro- 
miſe may be made void; the Deſign not to 7 — it, the 


want of Power to bring it to paſs, — the Inſtability of our 


Tempers, from all which Homer. ſaw that the Divinity muſt 
be exempted, and therefore he deſeribes the Mod, or Ratifi- 


cation of Jupiters word, as:faithful, in Oppoſition to Fraud, 


ſure ot being perform'd, in Oppoſition to Weakneſs," and irre- 


vocable, i in O er to our refenting of a Promiſe. EY 


* 


F XLIX. 


' Versn 683. He ſpoke, wy awful bends] This Deſcription 
of the Majeſty of Jupiter has ſomething; exceedingly grand 
and venerable. Macrobius reports, that Phidlias having made 
his Olympian Jupiter, which paſt for one of the greateſt Mi- 
racles of Art, he was ask d from what Pattern 4 fram'd ſo 
divine a Figure, and anſwer'd, it was from that Archetype 
which he found in theſe Lines of Homer. The ſame Author 
has alſo taken notice ol 4 flo fad $ NE, it, 410. 


F 


8 ee ratum Stygit per rene HEE 
Per pice torrentes atraque voragine ripas; 
Annuit, & totum nutu tremefecit Olympumn. 


Here indeed he has preſery'd the Mod with its ſtupendous Ef. 
fe, the making the Heavens tremble. But he has neglected 
the Deſcription of the Eye-brows andthe Hair, thoſe chief Pieces 


of Imagery from whenee the Artiſt took the Idea of a Counte- 


Dance proper for the King of Gods and Men. 
Thus far Macrobius, _ Scaliger anſwers in this manner; 


Aut Iudunt Phidiam, aut nos Iudit Phidias : Etiam fine Homero 


puto illum ſeiſſe, Jovem non carere : ſuperciliis & ce/arie. 
L. VERSE 


„ OG OE SET CH OOO / SEV, SN BOS He ENTS 
e . „ 


: oil abe N- Book 


i 90s :0: Doblaty tated 201 v4 _ 100g „ 03 nam 
| He 2 217 a tlg N yod? n o uz bagel 
11 l a7 e doi n. 10 . noqu 12113 H 
Vu RSE "Mi Jove aſſumes the Drone. ] AS Homer | makes 
the: firſt Council of his: Men ta be one? continued Scene of 
Anger, whereby the Grecian Chiefs became divided, ſo he 
makes the firſt Meeting Gf the. Gade t be ſpent in the ſame 
Paſſion; whereby Jupiter is more fix d to aſſiſt the Trojuns, 
and Juno more incens'd againſt. them. Thus the Deſi gn of 
the Poem goes on; the Anger which began the Book overſp TT 
all exiſtent Beings by the latter end of it: Heaven and Earth 
become enpag'd in the Subjec̃tʒ V which it riſes to a great 
Importance in the Reader's Exes, and is haſten'd forward 
into the btiskeſt Scenes of Action that can be Telly d 9 700 
that violent Faſſion. us on S100 ei 21 28 (ie jon 
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| bin 5 8. $a WEIS PRE The Göde add Goddefte 
Fah. deſerib d with all the Deſires and Pleaſutes, the Paſ- 
ſions and Humours of Mankind, the Commentators have 
taken a Licence from thenc to Jraw not only moral Obſer- 

vations, but alſo ſatyrical Reflections out of this part of the 

Poet. Theſe I am {orry to ſec, fall ſo hatd npon Womankind, 
and all by Junbs means. Sometimes ſhe procures themin 

Leſſonu fortheirCuriaſit y and · Unquictneſ, -and\ at other times 
ſor their loud and be 2028 Tempets. Yun deſerves them on 
the one hand, Jupiter thunders them out bn the other; and 
the learned Gentlemen are vrt particular in enlarging: with 
Remarks on both ſides. In cher firſt Sperchi they make the 
Poet Jeſcribe thTinquifitive: Fempet uf Womankind in gene- 
ral, and their Reſtleſneſs if they are not admitted into every 
Secret. In his Anſwer to this, hepa trace thoſe Methods of 
grave Remonſtrance by which. it is proper for Husbands to. 
calm them. In her Reply, they find it is in the Nature of Wo- 
man 
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men to be more obſtinate for being yielded to: and in hi 
ſecond Return to her, they ſet the Wo Method to be uſed 
with them upon failure of the firſt, which is the Exerciſe of 
Sovereign Authority. 

Mr. Dryden has tranſlated all this wich the utmoſt Severity 
upon the e and ſpirited the whole with fatyrical Addi- 
tions of his own, But Madam Dacier (who has elſewhere 
animadverted upon the good Biſhop of Theſſalanica, for his 
ſage Admonitions againſt: the Fair Sex) has not taken the leaſt 
notice · of this general Defection from Complaiſance in all the 
Commentators. She ſeems willing to give = whole Paſlage 
a more important Turn, and incline us to think that Homer 
deſign'd to repreſent the Folly and Danger of prying into the 
Secrets of Providence. *Tis thrown into that Air in this Tran- 
ſlation, not only as it is more noble and inſtructive in general, 
but as it is more reſpectful to the Ladies in particular; nor 
ſhould we (any more than Madam Dacier) have mention d 
what thoſe old Fellows have faid, but to deſire their Protection 
againſt ſome modern Criticks their TOO who me r 
this Proceeding. | 


LII. 


VEISsIz 713. Rall d the large Orbs.) The Greek is tiny wie 
ne. which is commonly tranſlated The venerable Ox-ey'd Juno. 
Madam Dacier very well obſerves that gr is only an augmen- 
tative Particle, and fignifies no more than valde. It may be 
added, that the Imagination that Oxen have larger Eyes Sa 
ordinary. i is ill-grounded, and has no Foundation in Truth ; 


their Eyes are no larger in proportion than thoſe of Men, or of 
moſt other Animals. But be it as it will, the deſign of the 
Poet, which is only to expreſs the Largencis of her W is 
anſwer 41 in the en 7k 
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VIISE 741. Thus interpoi'd. the Archite divine.) This 
Quarrel of the Gods being come to jts height, the Poet makes 
Vulcan interpoſe, who ſtechj puti them in mind- of Pleaſure, 
inoffenſryely adviſes Juno 2 his Advice by at Exarnt-' 
ple of his own Misfortune, turning the Jeſt-on himfelf to enli- 
ven the Banquet; and 2 Part he is to ſupport with 
ſerving Ne&ar about. Homer had here his Minerva or 1 ſdlam 
to interpoſe again, and every other Quality of the Mind re- 
ſided in Heaven under the Appeatance of fome Deity : 80 that 
his introducing Yulcdn, ee. not from a want of Choice, 
but an Infight into Nature. He knew that a Friend to Mirth 
often diverts or ſtops x ebe eſpecially when he eonttives to 
ſubmit himſelf to the Laugh, and prevails on the angty to 

part in good humour, or in a Diſpoſition to Friendſhip'; Men 
grave Repreſentations ate ſometimes Reproaches, ometimes 
lengthen the Debate by oceaſioning Defences; The: {oretithes 


introduce new Parties i into the Ln 6f It.” 
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VII E 760. Orice in your Cauſe T fel his muchos 23, 
They who ſearch another 2 Vein ef Allegory for hidden Know- 
ledge in Natural Philoſophy, have confider'd Jupiter and 
Juno as Heaven and the Air, Whoſe Alliance is imerruptetl 
when the Air is troubled abbve, but teſtor'd again when it is 
elear'd by Heat, or Fulcan the Ged of Heat. Him they 
call a divine Artificer, from the Activity or general Ufe of 
Fire in working. They fappoſe him to be born in Heaven, 
where Philoſophers ſay that Element has its proper Place ; and 
is thence deriv'd to the Earth, which is ſignify' d by the Fall 
of Vulcan; that he fell in Lemos; beeaafe that Tana abounds - 
with Subterranean Fires; and that he contracted 4 Lainehefs 


Or 
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or Imperfection by the Fall; the Fire not being ſo pure and 
actiye below, but mix'd and terreftrial. Nr 
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Vs TY 90%. in zich with 4 Geile che white my 
receiv 4. The-Bpithet anne, te he whim is ule yt. 
Homer ſeveral times before in this Wales [This was the firſt 
Paſſage Where it could be introduced with! any Eaſe or Grace, 
| becauſe the Action The is here deſcribd in, of extending her 
Arm to the Cup, gives it an occaſion of Jiſplaying its Beau. 


ties; and in a manner demands A e -N. u ref f gt be 55 
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Ven a8 E 77 I, D holen 1 85 141 Faltan 4h wk: 
to move Laughter by. taking upon ihim the Office of lebe 
and Ganymede, with his aukward limping Carriage. But tho 

he prevail'd, and Homer tells ydu the Gpds did Jaugh, yet he 
takes care not to mention a word of Lameneſs. It would have 
been cruel in him, and Wit out of Seaſon, to have enlarg d with 


Deriſion upon an Imperfection which 1 is out of one's Power to 
remedy. 


According to this good natur d Opinion of Exftathins, Mr. 
Dry den has treated Hulcan a little W He makes 
his Character perfectly comical ; he is the jeſt of the:Board, 
and the Gods are very metry upon the Imperfections of his 
Figure. Chapman led him into this Error in general, as well 


as into ſome .Indecencies of Expreſſion in particular, which 
will be ſcen apon comparing a T 93314. LY 
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* RSE . . 70 3 af Pla Davies] Thi Aſlealagen 
aſſign twelve Houſes to the Planets, wherein they are ſaid to 
have 
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have ts.” Pho Now becauſe Hamer tells us 7 ulcan built a 
Manſion for every God, the Ancients write tak he firſt gave 
occaſion for this Doctrine. | 


LVIII. 


VERSE 7 80. N on. his Couch nth 4 his 2 Head, ] 


Euftathius makes a diſtinction between «lu and ue the 
Words which are uſed at the end of this Book and the begin- 
ning of the next, with regard to Jupiters ſleeping. He ſays 
zabi only means Lying down in a Diſpoſition to fleep ; 
which ſalves the Contradiction that elſe would follow in the 
next Book, where it is ſaid Jupiter did not ſleep. I only 
mention this to vindicate the Tranſlation which differs from 
Mr. Dryden's. 
Ia bas been remark'd by the Scholiaſts, that this is the on- 
ly Book of the twenty four without any Simile, a Figure in 
which Homer abounds every where elſe. The like Remark 
is made by Madam Dacier upon the firſt of the Odyſſe ey; and 
| becauſe the Poet has obſerv'd the ſame Conduct in both 


05 


Works, it is concluded he thought a Simplicity of 8 le with- 
out the great Figures, was proper during the firſt Information 


of the Reader. 


This Obſervation may be true, and admits 


of refin'd Reaſonings ; but for my part I cannot think the 


Similes as V. n has in the hs uad. | | : 


Book had been. the worſe, tho' he had thrown. in as many 
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The Tryal of the Army and Catalogue of the Forces. 5 


a deceitful Viſon to Agamemnon, perſuading him to 
lead the Army to Battel, in order to make the Greeks 


e of their Rte of y The General, who is de- 
ludegwith theihapesgof takin 5 % 0 1 but 
fears Th I een di ge 2 ence 2 late 
Plague, as well as by length of Time, con 2 to make trial 
of their Diſpoſition by a Stratagem. . He firft communicates his 
Deſign to, the Princes in Coumcil, he oy propoſe a Re- 
turn to the Holdievt, and that the „ A op to them if 
the Propoſal was embrac d. Then Be aſſe oi oy 47 whole Hoſt, 
and upon moving for a Return to Greece, they unanimouſly 
agree to it and run to prepare the Ships. They are detain'd 


by the Management of, Ulyſſes, who chaſtiſes the Hſolence of 
1 by the My The Aſſembly. is 9 d, ſeveral Speec 5 made on 
the occafion, and at length the Advice of Neſtor # follow a, which 


was to make a general MM ufter of the Troops, and to divide them 
into their ſeveral Nations, before they proceeded to Battel. 
This gives occaſion to the Poet to enumerate all ibe Forces of 
the Greeks and Trojans, in a large Catalogue. 
The Time employ'd in this Book confiſts not intirely of one 
Day. The Scene lies in the Græcian- Camp and upon the Sea- 


Shore; toward the end it removes to Troy. 


1 UPITER 17 purſuance of. the tequeſt of Thetis, ſend 
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Then bids an empty Phantome riſe to ſight, 
And thus commands the Viſun of the Night. 
Fly hence, deluding Dream! and light as Air, 


; 10:To Agamemnon's ample tent repair. 


Lead all his-Grecians to- the duſty Plain. 


Declare, ev'n now tis giv'n him to deſtroy 
The lofty: Tow'rs of. wide. extended Troy. 

15 For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, Þ 
At Juno's Suit the Heav iy Factions end. 
Deſtruction hangs” ver yon". devoted Wall, 
And nodding Ilion waits th' impending Fall. 


4 


20Deſcends and hovers o'er Atrides Head; Po 
Cloath'd i in the Figure of the Pylian uy 5 ; 
Renown'd for Wiſdom, and rever d for Age 


Around his Temples ſpreads his golden Wing, 
And thus the flatt'ring. Dream deceives the King! 


25. Canſt thou, with all a Monarch s Care opta 
ON r Arrens Son ; canſt thou indulge thy Reſt? 


III 
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Bid him in Arms draw forth th' embattel'd Train, 


Swift as the Word the vain Iu ſion fled, oo 5 


2 
= 
I 
Mi 


Ill fits a Chief who mighty Nations guides, 
Directs in Council, and in War preſides, 


To waſte long Nights in indolent Repoſe? 


Monarch awake! tis Fove's Command 1 bear, 
Thou, and thy Glory, claim his heav'nly Care. 
In juſt Array draw forth th' embattel'd Train, 


Lead all thy Grecians to the duſty Plain; 
Ev'n now, O King! tis giv'n thee to 8 
The lofty Tow'rs of wide- extended Troy. 
For now no more the Gods with Fate contend, 
At Funo's Suit the Heav'nly Factions end. 
Deſtruction hangs oer yon" devoted Wall, 
And nodding Ilion waits th' impending Fall. 


Awake, but waking this Advice approve, 


And truſt the Vi ſion that deſcends from Fove. © | 
The Phantome ſaid; then, vaniſhi'd from his ag 


Reſolves to Air, and mixes with the Night-. 


To whom its Safety a Whole People o Wes, 
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rag 


/ 40 


A thouſand Schemes the Monarch's 8 Mindemply; £ 45 


Elate in Thought, he ſacks untaken Troy: 


23 Vain 
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Vain as he was, and to the Future blind ;- | | 
Nor ſaw what Jove. and ſecret Fate deſign'd, 
What mighty Teils to eicher Hoſt remain, 

co What Scenes of Grief; and Numbers of the Slain ! 
Eager he riſes, and in Fancy hears | | 
The Voice Celeſtial murm'ring in his Ears, 
Firſt on his Limbs a flender Veſt he drew, 
Around him next the Regal Mantle threw, | 


55 Th embroider'd Sandals on his Feet were ty'd, 


The ſtarry Faulehion @titter'd at his ſide; 
And laſt his Arm the maſſy Sceptre loads, 
Unſtain'd, immortal, and the Gift of Gods. 
Now roſie Morn aſcends the Court of Jove, 


60 Lifts up her Light, and opens Day above. 


The King diſpatch'd his Heralds with Commands 
To range the Camp, and ſummon all the Bands: 
The gath'ring Hoſts the Monarch's Word Shy : 
While to the Fleet Atrides bends his way. 

65 In his black Ship the Pylian Prince he n 
There calls a Senate of; the Peers around: 


Boon. 0 MER? 1. 
Th' Aſſembly iplac'd, the King —— 
The Counſels — is his artful Breaſt. 
Friends and Confed rates l arith attentive 0 3 
Receive my Words; and credit what you hear. 70 
Late as I ſlumber d in the Shades of Night, 
A Dream Divine appear'd before my __ 
Whoſe Viſionary Form like \Neftor came, 
The ſanie an Habit, and in Mien the Bm. 7 - 
The heavnly Phantome: hoverd Ger my Head, 75 
And, Doft thou ſlecp, Oh uftreu Bon ? (he ſaid) 
Il fits a Chief Who mighty Nations guides, 
Directs in Council, and in War preſides, 
To whom its Safety a whole People o-πwes 
To waſte long Nights in indolent Repdſe. 
Monarch awake! tis Joe's Command I bear, 
Thou and thy Glory dlahm his heavy ret 
In juſt Array draw forth ith? embatteld es 
And lead the Greciau to the duſty Plan; B00 
Ev'n now, O King! tis give thee to n 88 
28 _ Tow! rs of wade<xtended: Troy. | 


80 


For 
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For now no more the Gods with Fate n 
At Fund's Suit the Heavy! 'nly Factions end. 
Deſtruction hangs o'er yon devoted Wal 1 

go And nodding Ilion waits th impending Fall. 
This hear I 1 Is 516] 
The Viſion ſpoke, and paſt in Air away. . 
Now, valiant Chiefs! ſince Heav'n itſelf dame, 


Unite, and rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 
93 But firſt, with Caution, try what yet they dare, 
Worn with nine Years of unſucceſsful War? 
To move the Troops to meaſure back the Main, 

Be mine; and yours the Province to detain, 591 


He ſpoke, and ſate; when Neftor riſing ſaid, 
"i had Tha ea whom Pylos ſandy Realms obey'd) 


Princes of Greece, your faithful Ears incline, 
Nor doubt the Viſion of the Pow'rs Divine; 
Sent by great Joe to him who rules the Hoſt, 
Forbid it Heav'n! this Warning ſhould be loſt! 
105 Then let us haſte, obey the Gods Alarms, 
And join to rouze the Sons of Greece to Arms. 


Thus 
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Thus ſpoke tlie Sage: The Kings without r L 
Diſſolve the Council, and their Chief obey: ai Hai 
The ſceptred Rulers lead; the following Hoſt 
Pour d forth by Thouſands, darkens all the Coaſt; 110 
As from ſome Rocky Cleft the Shepherd ſees 
Cluſt'ring in Heaps on Heaps the driving Bees, 
Rolling, and black ning, Swarnis ſucceeding Swarms, 
With deeper Murmurs and more hoarſe Alarms; 
Dusky they ſpread, a-cloſe-embody?d Crowd. 113 
And o'er the Vale deſcends the living Cloud. 
So, from the Tents and Ships; qa length ning Train 
Spreads all the Beach, and wide o erſhades the ai 
Along the Region runs a deaf'ning Sound; 5 
Beneath their Footſteps groans the trembling 8 od, I 120 
Fame flies before, the Meſlenger of Joe, 
And ſhining ſoars, and claps her Wings above. 
Nine ſacred; Heralds now proclaiming; loud 
The Monarch's Will, ſuſpend the liſt ning Crowd. 
Soon ag the Throngs. in Onder rang d appear, 125. 
And fainter Murmurs 47 d. aon the Far, 18 
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140 Heroes of Greece, and Brothers of the War! 
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The King of Kings his awful Figure rais d; 
High in his Hand the Golden Sceptre blaz 4: 
The Golden Sceptre, of Celeſtial Frame, =. © 
130 By Vulcan form'd, from Jove to Hermes came: 
To Pelops He th' immortal Gift reſign dd 
Th immortal Gift great Pelops left behind, 
In Atreur Hand; which not with Atreus ends, 
To rich Thyefles next the Prize deſcends; 
135 And now the Mark of Aamemnon's Reign, 
Subjects all Argos, and controuls the Main. 
On this bright Sceptre now the King reclin'd, 
And artful thus pronounc'd the Speech defign'd ; 
Ye Sons of Mars, partake your Leader's Care, 


Of partial Jove with Juſtice I complain, 

And Heav'nly Oracles believ'd in vain. 

A ſafe Return was promis'd to our Toils, 

Renown'd, triumphant, and enrich'd with Spoils. 

145 Now ſhameful Flight alone can ſave the Hoſt; © 

Our Blood, our Treaſure, and our Glory loft. 
ay 


%. 
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So Jove decrees, reſiſtleſs Lord f :! e et! 
At whoſe Command whole Empires riſe or fall: 79h 
He ſhakes the feeble Props of human Truſt, 
And Towns and Armies humbles to the Duſt. 


What Shame to Greece a fruitleſs War to wage, 
Oh laſting Shame in ev'ry future Age 


Once great in Arms, the common Scorn we Stow, 

Repuls d and baffled by a feeble Foe.” 

So ſmall their Number, that if Wars were ceasd, 
And Greece triumphant held a gen'ral Feaſt, 

All rank'd by Tens; whole Decads when they dine 
Muſt want a Trojan Slave to pour the Wine. 

But other Forces have our Hopes o erthrown, 
And Troy prevails by Armies not her o W-. 


160 
Now nine long Years of mighty Fove are run, Ui 
Since firſt the Labours of this War begun I ve 
Our Cordage torn, decay'd our Veſſels lie, 
And ſcarce enſure the wretched Power to 7. 28 
Haſte then, for ever leave the Trojan Wann x6 k 


Our weeping Wives, our tender Children call: 


[| : = 48 
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lun Duty, Safety, ſummon us aw, n 2 
Tis Nature's Voice, and Nature we ns) 
Our ſhatter'd Barks may yet tranſport. us oer, 
170 Safe and ingloriqus, to our native Shore. 
Fly, Grecians fly, your Sails and Oars emyloy, 7 
And dream no mare of Heav'n-defended Trop). 
His deep Deſign unknown, the 1 . 
Atrides Speech. The mighty Numbers move. 
175 So roll the Billows to th' Icarian Shore, 
From Eaſt and South when Winds begin to roar, 
Burſt their dark Manſians in the Clouds, and ſweep 
The whitening Surface of the ruffled Deep. 
And as on Corn when Weſtern Guſts deſcend,. 
180 Before the Blaſt the lofty Harveſts bend: 
Thus Oer the F ield the moving Hoſt appears, 
With nodding Plumes and Groves of waving Spears. 
The gath' ring Murmur ſpreads; their trampling Feet 
Beat the looſe Sands, and thicken to the F leet. 


185 With long reſounding Cries they urge the Train 
To fit the Ships, and launch into the Main. 
They 
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They tuil, they ſweat, thick Clouds of Duſt ariſe, 
The doubling Clamours eccho to the Skies. 
Ev'n then the Greeks:had left the hoſtile: * 
And Fate decreed the Fall bf Troy in vain; 
But Jove's Imperial Queen their Flight ſurvey d, 
And ſighing thus: beſpoke the blue-ey'd Maid. 
Shall then the Grecians fly? Oh dire -Diſgrace!- 
And leave unpuniſh'd this perfidious Raceꝰ 
Shall Troy, ſhall Priam, and th Adult rous Seon, 195 
In Peace enjoy the Fruits of broken Vows ? 
And braveſt Chiefs, in Helens Quarrel ſlain, 
Lie unreyeng'd. on yon deteſted Plain? 
No let my Greeks, | unmovid by vain Allarms g 
Once more refulgent ſhine in Brazen. Arms. 
Haſte, Goddeſs, haſte! the flying Hoſt den 
Nor let one Sail be hoifted on the Main. {415 3's 44 
Pallas obeys, and from Olympus" Height 
Swift to the Ships precipitates her Flight; 
Milet, firſt in publick Cares, the” found; 14 11317 0 
For ales Counſel like the Gods retiown'd : 6 23 
| 1 2 Oppreſs d 
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190 
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Oppreſs d with gen rous Grief the Hero ſtood | 
Nor drew his ſable Veſſels to the Flood... 
And is it thus, divine Laertes. Son! . 

210 Thus fly the Greeks (the Martial Maid begun) 
Thus to their Country bear their own 3 
And Fame eternal leave to Priams Race? 
Shall beauteous Helen ſtill remain unfreed, 

Still unreveng'd a'thouſand Heroes bleed! sl 02 

215 Haſte gen' rous Ithacus] prevent the . 
Recall your Armies, and your Chiefs reclaim. 
Your own teliſtleſs Eloquence employ, 

And to th' Immortals truſt the Fall of Troy. 
The Voice: Divine confeſs'd the ee —_ 

220Ulyſſes heard, nor uninſpir'd obey d. 
Then meeting. firſt Atrides, from his Hand | 
Receiv'd th' Imperial Sceptre of Command, 
Thus grac'd, Attention and: Reſpect to gain, 
He runs, he flies, thro? all the Grecian Train, 0 

228 Each Prince of Name, or Chief in Arms n 
He fir d with Praiſe or with Perſuaſion mov'd. 
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Warriors like you, with Strength and Wiſdom bleſt, 
By brave Examples ſhould confirm the reſt. 
The Monarchs Will not yet reveabd appears: 

He tries our Courage, but reſents our Fears. " 
Tht unwary Greeks, his Fury, may Proyvoke; Q 2 

Not thus the King in ſecret — UI 
Jove loves our Chief, from Jove his Honour ſprings; 
Beware! for dreadful is the Wrath of Wa b. 


But if a clam' rous wile Plebrian raſe, 235 
Him with Reproof he check d, or tand 5 — | 


Be ſtill thou Slave! and to thy Betters Ae 
Unknown alike in Council and in Field! 
Ye Gods, what Daſtards would our Hoſt . * 
Swept to the War, the Lumber of a Land.. "40: 
Be ſilent Wretch, and think not here allow'd:- 
That worſt of Tyrantsp an — " 
To one fole:Manarch Joo? commits che SW ay 2111 | 
His are the Las, and Him let altivbeps 01 nl 3 
With Wards like aer des es Che, d 1 
The landet: fle aud the ferbeſt cbt. 1 


145 2 
Back _ 
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| Back toth! Affembly rall the thronging Train, 
Deſert the Ships, and pour upon che Plain. | 
Murm' ring they move, as when old Ocean roars, 
250 And heaves huge Surges to the trembling Shores: 
The groaning Banks are burſt with bellowing Sound, 
The Rocks remurmur, and the Deeps* rebound, 
At length the Tumult ſinks, the Noiſes ceaſe, 
And a ſtill Silence lulls the Camp to Peace. 
255 Therſaes only clamour'd in the Throng, 
Loquacious, loud and turbulent of Tongue: 
Aw'd by no Shame, by no [Reſpect ene 
In Scandal buſie, in Reproaches bold: 
Witch witty Malice, eee des [EDI IT 
260 Scorn all his Joy, and Laughter all is Aim 
But chief he glory d with lencentious Style 
To laſh the Great, and Monarchs to revile. 
His F igure ſuch as might his Sonl proclaim I oF 
One Eye was blinking, and one Leg was lame: 
26; His Mountain: Shoulders half his Breaſt o crlpread/ | 
Thin Hairs delſren d his long miſ-ſhapen Head. 
Spleen 


Boox I OUTER, IIA 
Spleen to Mankind his 'erviews Heart poſſeſt, 2130 

And much he hited AW" but moſt che Beſt 
Ulyſſes or AAebinlef RE nie Then : 0s 1 100 

But Royal Seandal Ins Pelight fupremq. 2% 
Long had He liv'd" the Scörn offev? — 0 
Vent when he ſpoke) yx fall they heard him ſpeak. 
Sharp was s his . b Which in the! mhrilleſt Tore, 


103 


| Amidfe eel of fo bright : a Neign, , 275 
What moves the great Atridests' res 15 N 


Tis thine whateer the Watrior's'Bredft"in nies 
The goldeh Spoil, © and thine the 16vely Dames. 
With alk the Wealch or Wars and Bloc Beſtow, 

Thy Tents are crowded, and thy Cheſt ſts o eo. ah Ws 

Thus at full Eafe in Heaps of Riches rolbd, 
What grieves the Nienarch ? Ig it Tlirft ef he > 
Say ſhall we march with our u unconque uer'd Pow'rs; * 1 
(The Greeks and I to Hion's hoſtife ToWẽæs. * 
And bring the Race of Royal Baſtards here, 2 285 


For Troy to ranſom at a Price too dear? 


N 


4 * 1 * T1 ; ? 


MMR . Boar I 
But fafer Plunder thy own Hoſt fo ſupplies; 1% 


Say would'ſt thou ſeize ſome valiant Leader's Prize 2 
Or, if thy Heart, to gen roug f. ebe led, % 


90 Some Captive, Fair, to bleſs. thy Kingly Bed: I | 


Whatc'er, our Maſter,craves, ſubmit we mut, 
Plagu'd with his, Pride, or puniſh'd for —— 


Oh Women of. Achaia ! Men no more! py 


Hence let us fly; and let him waſte. his Sore; 


295 In Loves and Pleaſures on the Phrygian £ Shore. 5 


We may be wanted on ſome buſie Day,. 
When Hefor comes :. So. great, Achilles may: 10 
From him he fore * the Prize we Jointly gave, 4 


From him, the fierce, the fearleſs, and the brave: 


zoo And durſt he, as he ought, reſent that Wrong, 


This mighty Tyrant were no Tyrant long. 
Fierce from his Seat; at this, Ulyſes ſprings, 
In gen'rous Vengeance of the King of Kings. 
With Indignation ſparkling in his Eyes, 
305 He VIews the, Wretch, and ſternly thus replies 


* - 


Peace 


43 
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Book II. 105 
Peace, factious Monſter, born to vex the State, 

With wrangling Talents form'd for foul Debate: 
Curb chat impetuous Tongue, nor raſhiy vain 

And ſingly mad, aſperſe the Sov'reign Reign. 40 


Have we not known thee, Slave! of all our Heft 5 
The Man who acts the leaſt, upbraids the moſtꝰ 
Think not the Greeks to ſnameful Flight to bring; 
Nor let thoſe. Lips profane the Name of King: » / 
For our Return we truſt the heav'nly Pow'rs;'' 
Be that their Care; to fight like Men be ours. 313 
But grant the Hoſt with Wealth the Gen' ral lp 
Except Detradtion, what haſt thou beſtow 4 ol 
Suppoſe ſome Hero ſhould his Spotls reſign; | Us 
Art thou that Hero, could thoſe Spoils be s : 
Gods! let me periſh on this hateful Shore, 
And let theſe Eyes behold: my Son no more; of W 
It, on thy next Offence, this Hand forbear ar 
To [trip thoſe Arms thou. ill deſerv'ſt to wear, 77S 
Expel the Council where our Princes meet 


And ſend thee ſeourg'd, and bowling thro' the Fleet. 325 
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He ſaid, and Cow'ring as the Daſtard bends, © 
The weighty Sceptre on his Back deſcends: -\ ', 
On the round Bunch the bloomy Tumours riſe; 
The Tears ſpring ſtarting from his haggard Eyes: 
330 I rembling he ſate, and ſhrunk in abject Fears, 
From his vile Viſage wip'd- the ſcalding Tears. 
While to his Neighbour each expreſs'd his Thought; 
Ye Gods! what Wonders has Ulyſſes wroughr? 
What Fruits. his Conduct and his Courage yield? 
335 Great in the Council, glorious in the Field. 
Gen'rous he riſes in the Crown's Defence, 
To curb the Factious Tongue of Infolence. 
Such juſt Examples on Offenders ſhown, 
Seditton ſilence, and aſſert the Throne. 
340 Twas thus the gen'ral Voice the Hero prais'd, 
Who riſing, high th' Imperial Sceptre rais'd: 
The blue-ey'd Pallas, his Celeſtial Friend, 

(In Form a Herald) bade the Crowds attend. 
Th' expecting Crowds in ſtill Attention hung, 
345 To hear the Wiſdom of his heav'nly Tongue. 

| Then 


Boonfl HOMER TID 
Then deeply thoughtful, pauſing” cer he poke, 
His Silence thus the prudent Hero broke. 
Unhappy Monarch! whom the Grecian Race 
With Shame deſerting, heap with vile Diſgrace. 
Not ſuch at Argos was their gen'rous Vow; 7 
Once all their Voice, but ah! forgotten now: | 
N eer to return, Was then the common Cry, 
Till Troys proud Structure ſhou'd in Aſhes lie. 
Behold them weeping for their native Seore! 
What cou'd their Wives or helpleſs Children more? 353 
What Heart but melts to leave the tender Train, 
And, one ſhort Month, endure the Wintry Main? 
Few Leagues remov'd, we wiſh our peaceful Seat; 
When the Ship toſſes, and the Tempeſts beat: 
Then well may this long Stay provoke their Tears, 


350 


60 
The tedious Length of nine revolving Vears. 4 
Not for their Grief the Grecian Hoſt I blame; 
But vanquiſh'd! baftled! oh eternal Same! 
Expect the Time to Troy's Deſtruction giv'n, 
And wy the Faith of Chalcas and of Heav 3 365 


1 N What 
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What paſt at Aulu, Greece can witneſs bear, 
And all who live to breathe this Phrygian aw il 
Beſide a Founta in's ſacred: Brink we rais d 
Our verdant Altars, and the Victims blaz'd ; 
350 Twas where the Plane: tree ſpread its Shades around) 
The Altars hea vd; and from the crumbling Ground 
A mighty Dragon ſhot, of dire Portent; 
From Jade himfelf the dreadful Sign was ſve. 
Strait to the Tree his ſanguine Spires he roll'd, 
375 And curl'd around in many a winding Fold. 
The topmoſt Branch a Mother- Bird poſſeſt 5 
Eight callow Infants filbd the moſſy Neſt; 
Herfelf the ninth : The Serpent as he hung, 
Stretch'd his blackJaws, and craſh'd the cryingYoung; ; 
380 While hov' ring near, with miferable Moan, 
The drooping Mother wail'd her Children gone. 
The Mother laſt, as round the Neſt ſhe flew, | 
Seiz'd by the beating Wing, the Monſter flew : 
Nor long ſurviv'd; to Marble turn'd he ſtands 
385 A ny prodigy on Ault” Sands. EN 


Such 
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Such. was the Will of 'Fove; and hente we dare 
Truſt to his Omen, and ſupport the Mar. * 
For While around we gane with e _ ＋ 
And trembling ſought the Powers with Sacrifice, 
Full of his God; the rev rend Chatcas. eryd, 3090 
Ye Grecian Warriors! lay your Fears . 1 9% 
This wond tous Signal Fave himſelf diſplays, 
Of long, long Labours, but Eternal Praiſe. 
As many Birds as by the Snake were ſhin, 
So many Years the Toils of Greete remain; 395 
But wait the Tenth, for Hiuu's Fall decreed: 
Thus ſpoke the Prophet, thus the Fates ſucceed. 
Obey, ye Grecia l with Submiſſion wait, 
Nor let your Flight avert the Trajan "_ | 
He ſaid: the Shores with loud Applauſes bond 
The hollow; Ships. each deaf ning -Shoat rebound. 
Then Nefſtor thus— Theſe W Debates forbear, 
Ye talk like Children, not like Heroes dare. 


i « & E 
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Where now are all your high Reſolves at laſt? | 
Your Leagues concluded, your Engagements paſt! 30 


Vow'd ? 


HOMER. TEITIAD. Boon 


Vow'd with Libations and with Victims then. 
Now vaniſn'd like their Smoke: The Faith of Men! 


While uſeleſs Words conſume th* unactive B 

N o wonder Troy ſo long reſiſts our Pow'rs. 

410 Riſe, great Atrides! and with Courage ſway; 
We march to War if thou direct the Way. 

But leave the few that dare reſiſt thy Laws, 

The mean Deſerters of the Grecian Cauſe, 

To grudge the Conqueſts mighty ove prepares, 


475 And view, with Envy, our ſucceſsful Wars. 
On that great Day when firſt the martial Train 
Big with the Fate of Ilion, plow'd the Main, 
Jove, on the Right, a proſp'rous Signal ſent, 
And Thunder rolling ſhook the Firmament. 

420 Encourag'd hence, mamtain the glorious Strife, 


Till ev'ry Soldier graſp a Phrygian Wife, 
Till Helen's Woes at full reveng'd appear, 


And Troy's proud Matrons render Tear for Tear. 
Before that Day, if any Greek invite 
425 His Country's Troops to baſe, inglorious Flight, 


Stand . 


Bo ox II. Ho MER, ILTAD. n 
Stand forth that Greek! and hoiſt his Sail to fly; 
And dye the Daſtard firſt, who dreads to dye. 
But now, O Monarch! all thy Chiefs adviſe: 
Nor what they offer, thou thy ſelf deſpiſe: 
Among thoſe Counſels, let not mine be vain; 430 
In Tribes and Nations to divide thy Train: 
His. ſep'rate Troops let ev'ry Leader call, 

Each ſtrengthen each; and all encourage ably : brit 
What Chief, or Soldier, of the;num'rous Band, 
Or bravely fights, or ill obeys Command, K 5a 
When thus diſtinct they war, ſhall ſoon be known, 
And what the Cauſe of Ilion not o erthrown? 
If Fate reſiſts, or if our Arms are flow, 

If Gods above prevent, or Men below. '- © 
To him the King: : How much thy Years wel: ? 
In Arts of Council, and in ſpeaking Well! ol: 25. 
Oh would the Gods, in Love to Greece, e 
But ten ſuch Sages as they grant in thee; 2013. 01 
Such Wiſdom ſoon ſhould Priam's Force OY 


And ſoon ſhould falk the havghty T 


11 11 


440 


of Tro 91 445 
But 


# 
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But Jove forbids, who plunges thoſe he hates 
In fierce: Contention and in vain Debates. © 
Now great Achilles from our Aid withdraws, | | 
By me proyok'd; a Captive Maid the Cauſe: 
450If e'er as Friends we join, the Trojan Wall 
Muſt ſhake, and heavy will the Vengeance Fall! 
But now, ye Warriors, take a ſhort Repaſt; 
And; well-refreſh'd, to bloody Conflict haſte. 
His ſharpen'd Spear let ev'ry Grecian wield; 
455 And ev'ry Grecian fix his Brazen Shield, 
Let all excite the fiery Steeds of War, 
And all for Combate fit the ratling Car. 
This Day, this dreadful Day, let each contend; * 
No Reſt, no Reſpite, till the Shades defcend ; 
460 Till Darkneſs, or till Death ſhall cover all: 
Let the War bleed, and let the Mighty fall!- 
Till bath'd in Sweat be &v'ry manly- Breaſt, 
With the huge Shield each brawny Arm depreſt, 
Each aking N erve refuſe the Lance to throw, JIG 
45; And each ſpent Courſer at the Cluriot bio: 
. EE Who 


* 
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| Who dares, inglorious, in his Ships to _ ) off 
Who dares: to tremble on this ſignal Day, * 
That Wreteh; too mean to fall by martial Pow r, 
The Birds ſhall mangle, and the Dogs deyour. 
The Monarch ſpoke: and ſtrait a Murmur roſe, $470 
Loud as the Surges when the /Tempet'blows; 1 
That daſh'd on broken Rocks tumultuous roar, ik A 4 
And foam and thunder on the ſtony Shore 
Strait to the Tents the Troops diſperſing bend, 
The Fires are kindled, and the Smokes/aſcend;; 475 
With haſty Feaſts they ſacrifice, and pray W 
Teavert the Dangers of the doubtful Day. 
A Steer of five Year's Age, large woods and 160 
To Jove's high altars  Agamemuon led: 28 
There bade the nobleſt of the Grecian . 
And Neſtor firſt, as moſt advancd in an 
Next came Idomeneus and Tydeus Son, i Ar 
Ajax the leſs, and Ajax Telamon; n tw z 2 
Then wiſe Ulyſſes in his Rank was, plea 4 
And Menelaus came : Pobid, the laſt. - 


Kc. This 
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The Chiefs ſurround the deèſtin d Beaſt, and take / 
The ſacred. Of ring of the ſalted Cake: b oa 
When. thus the King prefers, his; ſolemn Pray rr 
Oh Thou! whoſe Thunder rends the clouded Air; 
490 Who in the Heav'n of Heav'ns haſt fixt thy Throne, 
Supreme of Gods! unbounded, and alone 
Hear! and before the burning Sun N f 
Before the Night her gloomy Veil extends, 
Low in the Duſt be laid yon' hoſtile Spires, 
405 Be Pream's Palace ſunk in Grecian Fires, 
In Hefor's Breaſt be plung'd this ſhining Sword, 
And ſlaughter d Heroes groan around their Lord: 


Thus pray'd the Chief: His unavailing Pray'r 
Great Jove refusd, and toſt in empty Air: 
zoo The God averſe, while yet the Fumes arofe, 
Prepar'd new Toils, and doubled Woes on Woes. 
Their Pray'rs perform'd, the Chiefs the Rite purſue, _ 
The Barley ſprinkled, and the Victim flew. | 
The Limbs they ſever from th incloſing Hyde, 
cos The Thighs, ſelected to the Gods, divide. 
| | On 
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On theſe, in double Cauls invovl d with: fee 6 | 


The choiceſt Morſels lie from ev'ry Part. 
From the cleft Wood the crackliag Flames af pre 


While the fat Victim feeds the ſacred Fire. 
The Thighs thus ſacrific d, and Eatrails Py EY 10 
Tu Aſſiſtants part, transfix, and roaſt the reſt; 1 0 f 
Then ſpread the Tables, the Repaſt prepare, 

Each takes his Seat, and each receives ee 1 
Soon as the Rage of Hunger was ſuppreſt, 0 #£ 
The gen'rous Neſtor thus the Prince addreſt.. 575 
Now bid thy Heralds ſound the loud Alarms, 
And call the Squadrons ſheath d in Brazen Arms: 
Now ſcize th? Occaſion, now the Troops ſurvey, 
And lead to War, when Heav'n direQs the Way. 
He ſaid; the Monarch iſſud his Commands; 3 520 
Strait the loud Heralds call the gath ring Bands. i * 
The Chiefs incloſe their King; the Hoſts divide, BY 
In Tribes and Nations rank d on either ſide; © 
High in the midſt the blue· ey d Virgin flies; 
From Rank to Rank ſhe darts her ardent Wis: 52 


116 HOMER ILIAD. en 
The dreadful Agi, Jove s immortal Shield, 
Blaz'd on her Arm, and lighten'd all the bed. 
Round the vaſt Orb an hundred Serpents roll d, 
Form'd the bright Fringe, and ſeem'd to burn in Gold. 

530 With this, each Greciau s manly Breaſt ſhe warms, 
Swells their bold Hearts, andſtrings their nervous Arms; | 
No more they ſigh, inglorious to return, © 
But breathe Revenge, and for the Combate burn. 
As on ſome Mountain, thro”. the lofty: Grove, 
535 The crackling Flames aſcend and blaze above, 
The. Fires expanding as the W inds ariſe, ff 
Shoot their long Beams, and kindle half the Skies: 
So from the poliſhd Arms, and brazen Shields, 
A gleamy Splendor flaſſi d along the Fields. 
540 Not leſs their Number, than th embody 'd Crancs, 
Or, milk-white Swans in Aft is watry ee 
That der the Windings of Cayſter's Springs, 
Stretch their long Necks, and clap their ru RngWings 
Now tow'r aloft; and courſe in airy Round 
545 Now light with Noiſe; with Noiſe the Field elend 


Thus . 


Boox II. HOME EU IL IAD 820 
Thus num'rous and confus d, extending wide, 

The Legions Crowd Scamander” s flow'ty Side: 

With ruſhing T roops the Plains are cover'd 0 er 
And thund'r ring. Footſteps ſhake the ſounding Shore: | 
Along the River's level Meads, they ſtand. 850 
Thick as in Spring the Flow Is; adorn. the Land, 1 

Or Leaves the Trees; or chick as inſeds . 
The wandring Nation A a Summers © Day. 1 
That drawn by milky, Steams, at Evoing 3 2 
In gather d Swarms ſurround the Rural Bow rs; 535 
From Pail to Fail with buſy: Murmur, run 
The gilded Legions, glitt ring in the Sun. 8 


So throng'd, ſo cloſe, the ene e Good 5 
In radiant Arms, and thirſt, for Trojan Blood. 5 
Each Leader now his ſeatter d Force. cnjeins 1 


In cloſe Array, and forws the deep ging Lines 
Not with more Eaſe, the skilfal Shepherd —_ 


Collects his E lock from thouſands, oni the, Plain. 
The Kiog, of 


Ls \ 10 85 Pit majeſtically tall, Wu 
Tow' 4 * er His, Armies, Wespen them all: | HY 
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HOMER. ILIA D. Boox Il. 
Like ſome proud Bull that round the Paſtures dann 
His Subject-Herds, the Monarch of the Meads. 
Great as the Gods th exalted Chief was ſeen, 


His Strength like Neptune, and like Mars his Mien, 
570 Jove o'er his Eyes celeſtial Glories ſpread, 5 


And dawning Conqueſt play'd around his Head. 
Say, Virgins, ſeated round the Throne Divine, 
All- Knowing Goddeſſes ! immortal Nine 
Since Earth's wide regions, Heav'n 78 unmeafur'd height, 
575 And Hell's Abyſs, hide nothing from your ſight, 
(We, wretched Mortals! loſt in Doubts below, 
But gueſs by Rumour, and but boaſt we know) 
Oh ſay what Heroes, irr'd by thirſt of F ame, 
Or urg'd by Wrongs, to Troy's Deſtruction came? 
580 To count them all, demands a thouſand Tongues, 
A Throat of Brafs, and Adamantine Langs. 10 
Daughters of Jove aſſiſt inſpir'd by You 4 1 
The mighty Labour dauntleſs 1 purſde: „ 
What crowded Armies, from what Climes they bring, 
585 They 1 their N vnbers and their Chiefs I fing. 
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CATALOGUE of the SHIPS... : 
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HE hardy : Warriors hom: Beni bred, 
Penelens, Leitws, ' Prothozuor, led: ä 1 8955 „ 
With theſe reef laus and Clonins fland, 3 | 
Equal ' in Arms, and equal in Command. . 
Theſe head the Troops that Rocky Alis yields, 590 
And Eteon 8 Hills and Hyric ie's watry Fields, 

And Schienos, Scales, Grea near the Main, 2 
And Mycaleſſia's ample Piny Plain. x 3 1 
Thoſe who in Peteon or Lieſio on dpell, | 
Or Harma where Apollo) 8 Prophet fell; 


Heleon and Hyle, which the Springs « 0 505 4 
And Medeon lofty, and Ocalea low; en 


Or in the Meads of Haliartus / gy 8 
Or Theſpia ſacred to the God of Day. 


Onche ſtus, 


6co Onche ſtus, Nenn- 5 celebra Groves 1 

Cope, and Thisbe, fam d for. ver Doves l 
For Flocks Frythre, Gi for the Vine; SG 
Platæa green, and Niſa the divine. 
And they whom Thehe's well-built Walls; incloſe 
605 Where Myde, Fntrefis, che le 


roſe; 14 
And Arne rich, with purple W crown d; * 

And Aut hedon, Bentia's utmoſt. Bound. f 1 1 
Full fifty Ships they ſend, and each conveys. 


Twice ſixty Warriors thro? the foaming £ Seas. 8 
610 To theſe ſucceed Aſpledon's martial Train, i 
Who plow the ſpacious Orchomenian Plain. 


1wo valiant Brothers rule th undaunted Throng, 


Ialmen and Aſealaphus the ſtrong : J 

Sons of . Aftyoche, the Heav 'oly Fair, 
6:5 Whoſe Virgin Charms ſubdu'd the God of War: 

(In Ator's Court as ſhe retir'd to Reſt, 

The Strength of Mars the bluſhing Maid compreſt) 

Their Troops in thirty ſable Veſlels ſweep 

With equal Oars, the hoarſe-reſounding Deep. 


The 
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Boo x IE! HOMER. . M „, 0 
The Phocian next in forty Barks'repair; 38620 
Epiſtrophus and $chediie- head the War- "$6 
From thoſe rich Regions where Cephiſſus leads 
His ſilver current thro the flow'ry "Meads ;:-/ ':::/ 
From Pauopb a, Chryſa the Divine; 
Where Anemoria's ſtately Turrets thine, - O trot 1645 
Where Pytho,” Davlis;'Qypariſſus ſtood; kay? 
And fair Lala views the riſing Plood. O 4s fl 
Theſe rang'd in Order on the floating Tide, 
Cloſe, on the left, the bold Beofrans ſide. 
Fierce Ajax led the Locrian e ohy, 10% ,o 


Ajax the leſs,  Oileus valiant) Sonn 


> 


Skill'd to direct the flying Dart At 17 30 
Swift in Purſuit, and active in the Fight. 
Him, as their Chief, the choſen Troops ee * L 
Which Beſſa, Thre h Cy. | 
Opus, Calliarus, and Scarphe's' Bands; N Gil 11 1 

And thoſe who dwell where pleaſing Agia Nears, a 
And where prey) floats the ny Lande eee 
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Or in fair Tarphe's: Sylvan Seats reſide: 


640 In forty Veſſels cut the yielding Tide: 0M 


Enbea next her martial Sons prepares, 113 movÞ 
And ſends the brave Abantes ta the Wars: 
Breathing Revenge; in Arn they take their . 
From Chalcis: Walls, and ſtrong Ereiria 


645 Th' Iſteian Fields for gen tous Vines n 97 


The fair Caryftas, and the Styrian Ground; 


And high Grrinthils. vie us the Neighb ring Main. 
Down their broad: fhoulders falls a Length of Hair; 
650 Their Hands diſmiſs not the long Lance in Air; 
But with portended Sptars in fighting Fields, bil 
Pierce the tough Cors lets and the brazen Shields. 
Twice twenty Ships; tranſport the warkke 8 
Which bold Elpbener, fierce 1 in Arms commands. 
Full fifty more from Athen ſtem the ic, 


"Id by. Mene fibeus thro? the. liquid Plan, 511 


( Athens the fair; where g great Erefheus * 
That ow'd his Nurture to the blue- ey d Maid, 


+ 7 4 
-# * 42 F yg 


Where Dios from her Fow'rs 6'erlooks the Plain, | 


But 
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Boox II HOMER IDJAD.' 8 
But from the · teeming Furrom tobk his Birth, 


The mighty Offspring of the foodful Earth. 660 
Him Pallas plac d amidſt her mealth . bak 539 
Ador'd-with Sacrifice. and Oxen Main ; 
Where as the Years revolve her Alas, prey dL 
And all the Tribes reſound the Goddeſi Praiſe.) 
No Chief like thee, Meneftheus! Greece could Erde 66s 
To marſhal Armies in the duſty Field, Mog ol: 
Th' extended Wings of Battle to diſplaß 
Or cloſe th' embody'd Hoſt! in firm Army. 8810 
Neftor alone, improv id b Length of be. ad 
For martial Conduct bore an equal Praiſe. 650 
With theſe appear the Sulaminian Bands, 3. boA od 
Whom the: Gigantic Telamun commands: bnA 


Q : 0 
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In twelve black Ships to Tyvy they ſteer their Courſe, 4 
And with the gntat-Atheniiuir eee A 


Next mo eto Mar the gen rous 0 
F rom high Trezent, and 


ehe Bleibe bare | 
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Whom ſtrong Tirymbe's lefty: Walls ſurround, fl 
And Epidaure with Viny Harveſts crown'd 1 off 

680 And where fair Aſuen and Hermion ſno r 
Their Cliffs above, and ample Bay below. 
Theſe by the brave faryalus were led, 10 
Great Sthenelut, and greater Diomed, ln 1s 2 f. 
But chief T'ydides. bare the Sov'reign Sway; 3 0 

685 In fourſcore Barks they plow: the watry _ 

The proud Myecene . arms her e Pow' rs, 
Cleone, Corinth, with Imperial Tors 
Fair Arethyrea, 'Ornia's fruitful Plain, „ WAP 

And Aigion, and Adra ſtu. ancient Reign 

690 And thoſe who dwell along the ſandy Shore, . | 
And where Nellent yields her * e co 
Where Heli and MWypere ſia lie 
And Gon? ſſus Spires ſalute the: SJ. WF MF DOA 

Great nm 47 
A hundred Veſſels in long. Order ſtand, 
695 And crowded. Mee his dread Commant. 8 
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Boon II. WOMEN HAN. 12 
High on the Hedi the King of- Men appears 
And his, refulgent Arms in Triumph wears z ſ7 
Proud of his. Haſt, unriva ld. in his Reign, 
In ſilent Pomp he moves along che Main.. 5 790 
His Brother follows, and to; Vengeance warms! 
The hardy Spartans, exepcis'd, mM: Arms 201158 
Phares, and Bryfaa's valiant Troops, and een iT 


Whom, * — Wei ele om of 
Or Meſſeis Nom xs for flyer Daves eng un d. T 


Amycle, Lain Agia s I happy. Graynd,...... OTE A N 


And thoſe, whom, DEtylay, low. Walls gp. 
| And Helo, In the Margin of the Man: ed bro 10 4 


9 


Theſe, oer the bending, Qcgany Helen ley ? og OY1 ; 
+ fixty, Ships. with Menclayr AraWSs on bowl! 6 


Eag ger and lopd, f rom: Man to Man he MK flies, 


© n 


Revenge apd Fury, am ning in hig, Eyes; 01 
W w A 71 in Fanęy roft he heatg 1101 4 
The Fair one's Grief, anch ſckg her falliag Tears _ 

4 In ging et Sail, from. Byle⸗ ſandy- Coaſt;; S121 ow 


SUL VAL N 0 
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eftor che Sage, cane War his chte Hoe. (2 ba 
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126 Ho MER. TETAD. Boowll. 
From Amphigenia's ever fruitful Land; r g 4 
Where _Apy high, and little Pteleus hand; DN 
Where beauteous Arene her Structure how, 

720 And Tarpum s. Walls Alphens” Streams incloſe: 01 


4 


And Dorion, fam'd for Thangyris Difgrace, mo 
Superior once of all the tuneful Race: ho 


Till vain of MortaP's s empty Praiſe, he ſtrore 


To match the Seed of Cloud-compelting Foe. | 
72 728 Too daring Bard! whoſe wnfuccefofill Pride” | 
= Th Immortal Muſen in their Art def) d. e 
Th avenging "Muſes of the Light of Day n 


eee 
10 Ware 


Depriv 'd his Eyes, and match d his Voice" a away N 
No more his heav'nly Voice was heard to ſing; ; 
730 His Hand no more Awak d the filver $ & 

Where under high ene, cxown'd 1 bath Wood, 
The ſhaded Tomb of old D ſt 06d) 8 0 
From Ribe Strutis TRE 8 börcku * 

Doy 181 2 


WC Phenean. Fields, and Ochoa Downs, 
735 Where the fat Herds in plentecus hx 


And Sympbetis wie 
17 1041 1 15 | Tt Parrhafu, 
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Ben iI MO nn 
Parrhaſia, on her ſuomyUliſſa rerlin d, 
And high Emfpeithookoby injj ox Wind 
And fair Muntinrals even plenuſing Bie: 1 
In ſixty Sail-thindrth dike Damdsstibitd, 1 5740 
Bold Agapenor, glonious At their Heud) 90 nt 
(Anceus' Son) te mighty Squadron led. 
Their Ships, dupply d-bν,⅛ſRR mn Carr 
Thro? rbaring Scas'\\thewon ting Warriors ber; 
The firſt to battle on ch appbinted Plain, 748 
But new to all che Dangers er ehe Mein A 

| Thoſe, where fair Blur and Baprumm jm 
Whom Erymin, here, 'atid2Ms/ods'Gonfitie, lo 10 
And bounded there, whet&&er the Vallies foſe 
Th' Olenian Rock; aid here Af flows" 596 
Beneath four hie ("rub his Army) Nam \'7 
The Strength afd Glory ef tp Epen Na 

In ſepꝰrate Squadrons theſe their Train vide 


Each leads ten Vefſels chro- nee Te 
One was Ampbimuchuc, and Tab 


197 


4 . * 


755 


tus this and that wan die * w. A nr 


Dimes 


But thoſe who view: fair Elis oer tlie Scas 
760 From the bleſt Hlands of th Echinades, 7 . Ws, 1 
In forty Veſſelbi under Mega: mor es, lol 


To ſtrong Dulichium from his Sire he fled, 


76 5 Ulyſſes follow d thro! the Watry Road, 
A Chief, in Miſdom equal to a Gd. 
With thoſe whom Cephalenia's Ile inclos d, 
Or till their Fields along the Coaſt oppos d; 
Or where fair Ithaca o erlooks the Floods, 


hl ih) 


„ Cr ocylia rocky, and Zacynthns green. 
Wi. Theſe in twelve Galleys with Vermillion Praga 0 


775 Thboas came next, Andræmon's valiant Son, i is 
1 rom Pleuron's, Walls and chalky Calhdon. 
7 ; 2 


129 Ho MER HL TAD. Booxdl 
Diores ſprung from Amarynremm Lin ͥ 
And great Polyxenus,' of Force divine: bn 


Begot by Phyleus, the Belov d of Job. 


And thence to Troy his hardy Warriors led. 


= 
4 770 Where high Neritos ſhakes his waving Woods, 
m Where Agilipa's rugged Sides are ſeen, 


Beneath his Conduct ſought the Phrygian Shores. 


— 
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And rough Pyleus, and th Olma Steed, 
And Chalci, beaten by the'rolling Deep 
He lad the Warriors from th. Eioliun Shore, 1 


For now the Sens of Len were no more! 
The Glories of tlie mighty Race were fled ! 


To Thoas' Care bow truſt (the martial Trainn 
His. forty Veſſels fel thre the Mat ih br 
Next eighty Batks'the tun 1 

Of Gnoſſw, Tyctus, and Gorthurs Bands, 
And thoſe who dwell where Riyri ons Dok 


'4 4 


0 rife, 


4 "SE 


Or where by Pheſtaritver Jardin ro 
Crete's hundred Cities po our forth all Ber Sor ons. 


Theſe march'd, Wbesenes ber | | ma TOO 


* 
"Y 


Led nine fwift Veſſels thro the foamy Se. We 
From Rhodes with everlaſting Sunſhine © bright, 
Ja Lindus, and Camirus white, | 1110 


Or white Lycaſtus ghtters tor the Skies, mn dagger 0 


| H 
. fin, 
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_— 
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neus himſelf, and Melruger dead e wrd. 
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And Merion, dreadful as the God of Waere. 
711 I 
Clepolemns, the Son of Hercules, n le Ob 
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His captive Mother fierce Aiden bore "Ws 
From Ephyr's Walls, and Seiles winding Shore, 
Where mighty Tons in Ruins ſpread the 8 
And ſaw. their blooming Warriors early ſlain- 

800 The Here, when te Manly Nears he grew, 


Acides Uncle, old Licymains; ſlew ; :; 
For this, conſtrain d to quit his native Place, 
And ſhun the Vengeance of th Herculean Race, 
A Fleet he built, and with a num' rous Train 
50;Of willing Exiles; wander d o'er the Mainz I AC 
Where, many Ses,..andimany -O8Ht; rings. paſt); N 
On happy Rhodes the Chief arxiy'd at laſt: 7 
There in three Tribes-diyides. bis native Band. N 
And rules them peaceful i in a foreign Lands. . I 


310 Bacre d and proſper'd in their new Abodes, 


By mighty Jove, the Sire of Men and Gods; 
With Joy they law the growing Empire. rife, 
And Show'rs of Wealth deſcending from the Skies. 
815 Three Ships with Ni en ſought che Trojan Shore, 
| Nirew, whom Aglie to Gay, > bore, A ate 


* 16 
* 4 
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Nirens, 
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Nireus, in faultbeſb Shape, and blooming Grace, $79 
The: lovelieſt Youth-of all the Grecian Race; 
Pelides only matched his early Charm © 
But few his Troops, and ſmall his Strength i in Arms. 820 

Next thirty Galleys cleave the liquid Plain, 
Of thoſe, Calydne's Sea- girt Iles contain 
With them the Youth of Niſyrus 2 wy aT 
Caſus the ſtrong, and Crapathus the fair wow 
Cos, where Eurypylus poſſeſt the Sway, rn 9390 8 N 5 
Till great Alcider made the Realms obey: ut 
Theſe Autiphus and bold Phidippic bring, 
Sprung from the God, by Thefſalus —_— 

Now, Muſe, recount Pela ſgic Argos Pow'rs, | 

From Alos, Alope,” and Frechins Towirsñęĩñꝝ! "ou | 
From Pthia's ſpacious; Vales; and Hella, "__ 3 
With Female Beauty far beyand the reſt. 
Full fifty Ships beneath Achiller Carre 
IW Achaians, Myr midons, Helenians' bes; n oc! 


Theſſalians-all,! tho” various in their Name, % 
The ſame heir Nation, and: their Chief the fake ; 
l | N 2 5 But 


— — —y„— — — — — . - — — 


855 The firſt who boldly touch d the Trojan Shore, X 
And dy'd a Phrogjau * n Grecian Gore: 01-4 
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But naw. inglorious. ſtretch d along the Shore- 
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They hear the brazen: Voice of War no more: 


No more the Foe they face in dire Array: 
840 Cloſe in his Fleet their angry Leader lay; 
Since fair Briſers from his Arms was torn, ' 
The nobleſt Spoil from ſack d Lyrueſſus born, 
Then, when the Chief the Tbeban Walls o . 
And the bold Sons of great Zoenus flew. 1 
845 There mourn'd Achilles, plung' d in Depth of Care, 
But ſoon to riſe in Slaughter, Blood, and War. 
To theſe the Vouth of Phylack ſucceed, 
Itona, famous for her fleecy Breed, 
And graſſy Ptejeou deck'd with chearful Greens, 
8;0 The Bow'rs of Ceres, and the Sylvan Scenes 
Sweet Pyrrabaſus, with blooming Flourets erown'd, 
And Autron's watry Deus, and cavern'd Ground. 
Theſe own'd as Chief Prote/ilas the brave, 
Who now lay ſilent in the gloomy Grave: RAINY 


There 
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Unfiniſh' d, his proud Palaces remain, 


- 88889 r r Bod art CC its, 
2 


There lies fie diſtant from his native Plain; * - 


* 4 3 
% a 1 


And his ſad Conſort beats her Breaſt f in vain. 
His Troops in forty - Ships Podarces lead, 


Ipbiclus Son, and Brother to the Dead; 860 
Nor he unworthy to command the Hoſt; FT 


Yet ſtill they mourn'd: their ancient Leader va 1 
The Men who Glaphyra' S fair Soil partake „ * 1 — 


Where Hills encircle Bæbe's Oe Lake, 


Where Phere hears the neighb'ring Waters fall, FF 
Or proud Jolcus lifts her Airy Wall, ; 


In ten black Ships embark'd for Iliom s Shore, a 
With bold Eumelus, whom Alcefle bore; en 
All Pelia's Race Alcefts far outſhin'd, a f * 


The Grace and Glory of the beauteous Kind. 1.4 55 


The Tr oopS . etbone, or Thaumueis Yields,” 
Olizon's Rocks, or. Meliteed's Fields, 
With Philofletes ſaild, whoſe matchleſs Arnet c: 


From the tough Bow ar the: ens Dart.” 
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Sev'n were his Ships; each Veſſel fifty row. 1 
Skill'd in his Science of the Dart and Bow. 7] 
But he lay raging on the Lemnian Ground, id bas 
A pois nous Hydra gave the burning Wound: 

880 There groan'd the Chief in agonizing Pain, 

Whom Greece at length ſhall wiſh, nor wiſh in vain. 

His Forces Medon led from Lemnor Shore, 

Oileus Son, whom beauteous Rhena bore. 
Th' (Echalian Race, in thoſe high Tow'rs contain'd, 
88; Where once Eurytus 1n proud Triumph reign'd, 
Or where her humbler Turrets. Tricca rears, 
Or where Ithomè, rough with Rocks, appears; 
In thirty Sail the ſparkling Waves pe 
Which Podalirins and Machaon guide. | 
* £-89c To theſe his Skill their * Parent-God —_— 
Oy Divine Profeſſors of the Healing Arts. 
The bold Ormenian and Aſterian Bands 0 
In forty Barks Eurypylus commands, 
Where Titan hides his hoary Head in * 
895 And where Hyperia's ſilver Fountains flow. 


Thy 
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Book II. HOMER" I LT AD. 8136 
Thy Troops, " Argiſſa Polypeter: A 
And Elan ſhelter by*Ohympar Shades: 
Gyrtone” s Warriors / and where . 1 wi of 
And Olooſſon's chalky Cliffs ariſe.” d 
Sprung from Piritbous of Den e r 10 ooo 
The Fruit of Fair Hippodame's Embrace, 1 


(That Day, when hurl'd from Pelion's eloudy Head. b 
To diſtant Dens the ſhaggy Contatrs fled 1 


With P olypetes Join'd 1 in. equal Sway 


Leonteus leads, and forty Ships ober, 905 
In twenty Sail the bold Perrbæbiaus came 
From Cyphws, Guneus was their Leader's Name. 
With theſe the Enians join'd,”and:thoſe who freeze . 
Where cold Dodona lifts her Holy Trees; b. : 
Or where the pleaſing Titare ſius dds,” 31 93721 1938 
And into Peneus rolls his eaſy Tides; gi Hd] 
Yet o'er the filver Surface. pure they 1 11120 
The ſacred Stream unmix d with Streams Welch 


Sacred and awful! From he: dark Abodes ad 


Na pountl them forth, the dreadful Oath of Gods 1 Yr 91 Y 
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Laſt under Protbeur che Magye fiaus ſtood, 
Protheus the {wift, of old Fenthreuuns Blood 
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Who dwell where Peliou crown'd with Piny 3 


Obſcures the Glade, and nods his ſhaggy Brows ; | \ 
9200r where thro! low'ry Tem Peneus ſtray d. 
(The Region ftretch'd beneath his mighty Shade) 
In forty ſable Barks they ſtem'd the Main; 


Such were the Chiefs, and ſuch the Grecian Train. 
Say next, O Muſe! of all Acbuia breeds, F 95 


925 Who braveſt fought, or rein d the: nobleſt Stocds? 
Zumelus Mares were foremoſt in the Chace, 
As Eagles fleet, and of Pheretian Race; 

Bred where Pierius fruitful Fountains flem, 
And train'd by him wh bears the ſilver Bo -w 

930 Fierce in the Fight: their Noſtrils breath d a F lame, 

Their Height, their Colour, and their Age the fame; 
O'er Fields of Death they whirl the rapid Car, 


Ajax in Arms the firſt Renown acquir'd;” 
935 While ſtern Achilles in his Wrath b. 


e 


And break the Ranks, and thunder thro the War. + 
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Boox II HOME Rs IUTAD. 
(His was the Strength that mortal Might nes, 
And his, th' unrival'd Race of Heav'oly Steeds) 
But Thetu Som now. ſhines in Atms no more; 
His Troops, neglected on the ſandy Shore, 

In empty Air their ſportive Jav lins throẽw, 940 
Or whirl the Disk, or bend an idle Bow W 7:7 
Unſtain'd with Blood his cover'd, Chariots bonds: 
Th' Immortal Courſers graze: along the Strand; IT 
But the brave Chiefs th inglorious Life deplord, 


And wand' ring o'er the Camp, requir d theit Lord. 945 
Now, like 4 Deluge, cav 'ring all around, 230 


The ſhining Armies ſwept along the Ground; 
Swift as a Flood of Fi ire, when Storms ariſe, 
Floats the wide Field, and blazes to the Skier 

Earth groan'd beneath them; as when angry Joly!” 2 936" 
Hurls down the forky Light ning from above, | 

On Arime when he the — throws,” _ 
And fires Typhews with redoubled als > el. 


Where 7yphon, preſt beteath"the tant Lond. 
Still feels the ay: of th' wvengitig God. 


2 8 = Fey l Pe PET 2 K Al. EIS OI I WE PETIT . IT TS TT — oa. | 


2083 


O i 


= lM. . — — - 2 = — - — — 


— — 


— 2 


S — -— 


7 295922 
r 


— 


— > 


-— <—_—_ — — — — — 
— 


—— 
— 


— — 


_ — = — — 
— — — — — — — 
— — — — — 
— 


— — — —— — 


— — 


7 


HOME RR ILT BU Wh © 

But various Jris, Jode's Commands to bear, 

Speeds on the Wings of Winds thro' liquid Air; 

In Priam's Porch the Trojan Chiefs ſhe” found, k 156 
The Old conſulting, and the Nouths around. 

960 Polites n 0 
Who from Æſete Tomb ö6bſer vd the Foes; i 
High on the Mound; from whence in Proſpect lay 
The Fields, the Tents, the Navy; and the Bay. 
In this diſſembled form, ſhe haſts to bring 

965 Th' unwelcome Meſſage to the Phrygian: King. 
Ceaſe to conſult, the Time for Action calls, 

War, horrid War, approaches to your Walls? 
Aſſembled; Armies oft” have I beheld; © + 1.4 
But ne'er till now ſuch Numbers charg'd a Field. 

970 Thick as Autumnal Leaves, Or driving Sand, 4 
The moving Squadrons blacken all the Strand. 4 
Thou, Godlike Hector! all thy F ore (employ, () 
Aſſemble all tle united Bands of Troy; ein bad 
In juſt Array let ev'ry Leader een dee N c 

975 The foreign Troops: Sys Day demands: WW all. 
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The Voice m the wad Chief * . 


The Gates unfolding pour forth all weir Train, 
Nations on Nations fill the dusky Plain, ' 
Men,Steed $andChariots ſhake the tremblingGround ;98o 
The Tumult thickens, and the Skies reſoun. 
Amidſt the Plain in ſiglit of ion ſtandss 
A riſing Mount, the Work of human Sends: 1 
(This for Myrinnes Tomb th* Immortals know, 
Tho? call'dBateia in the World below)” 985. 
Beneath their Chiefs in martial Order here 
Th' Auxiliar Troops and Trojan Hoſts appear. 
The Godlike Hector, high above the reſt, 
Shakes his huge Spear, and nods his Plumy Creſt: 
In Throngs around his native Bands _ | 
And Groves of Lances glitter in the Air. 
Divine Aineas brings the Dardan Race, 
Aucbiſes Son, by Venuf ſtol'n Embrace 85 
Born in the Shades of Ha's ſecret" Gier 2 £007 | 
0 Mortal mixing witk the Queen of * W 995 
gik „ O 2 pp / Archilochus 
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HOMER" * Boon IE 
Archilachus and Acamas di vile 
The Warrior's Toils, and n by his ſide. 
Who fair Zeleia's wealthy Vallies till, 
Faſt by the Foot of Jdg's facred Hill; 
: oooOr driok, Aſebus of thy fable Flood; 
Were led by Paudarus, of Royal Blood. vet 
To whom his Art Apollo deign'd to ſhow,” . 
Grac'd with the Prefent' of his Shafts and Bow.: - 
From rich Apeſus and Adreſtia's Tow'rs; 
r00g High Teree's Summits,” and Pityed's Bow'rs; 
From theſe the congregated Troops obey - 
Young Amphins and Aitraftus' equal Sway; 
Old Merops Sons; whom, skilF'd in Fate to come, 
The Sire fore warn d, and propheſy d their Doom: 
1010 Fate urg'd them on! the Sire forewarn'd in vain, 
They ruſh'd to War, and perifh'd on the Plain. 
From Practiu Stream, Percate's Paſture Lands, 
And Seftos and Abygos' neighb' ring Strands, 
From great Axiiba's Walls and Selle s Coaſt, 
1115 Aſius Hyrtacides conducts his Hoſt :. 
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High 
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High on his Car he ſhakes the flowing Reins, f 
His fiery. Courſors. thunder Oer the Plains. 1. Lal 1 
The fierce Palaſgi next, in War reno wn d. 
March from Larifſa « everifertite; Ground gilol br 
In equal Arms their Brather- Leaders ſhine, 1120 
Hippot bout hold, and Pyleur the Divi ue. 
Next Acamm and Pyrous lead their Hoſts / 7 
In dread Array, from Thracgd's wintry Caaſts 
Round the: bleak Realms where Healeſpuntus r roars, 
And Boreas beats/ the hœarſe · reſounding nes 


1125 
With great Enphemus the Ciconiatt move. 
Sprung from Trœ genius Cos, lov'd by a 
Fyræchmeu the Pabuan Troops attend, 
SkilFd in the Fight their orooked Bos to bend; 
From Axius ample Bed he leads den Mb," 1130 


Axius, that laves the diſtant" An, We * ef 
Axius, that ſwells with all his neighb'ring Rik, . 
And wide around the floated Regen ils. 


W nich Einerid breeds her tage Makes 
mot 


Where 


HOMER. LIAN Bon 
Where Erythinus riſing Clifts are feen, 8 8 1.8 
Thy Groves of Box, Cytoras! ever py ei 
And where Ægialus and Croma lie, 
And lofty Seſamus invades the Skyy 3. £211 120d 
1140 And where:Parthentus, roll d thro' Banks of 4 low' rs, 

Reflects her bord'ring Palaces and Bow'rs:: 

Here march'd in Arms the Halizonian Band, 

Whom Odius and Apiſtrophus command, 


From thoſe far Regions where the Sun n 4 
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1145 The ripening Silver in Alybean Mines. 0 
There, mighty Chromis led the A 1 Train, 
And Augur Ennomus, inſpir d in vain, N 
For ſtern Achilles lopt his ſacred Head, © 


Roll'd down Scamaider with the Vulgar Dead. 
1159 Phorcys and brave Aſcauius here unite 
Th' Aſcanian Phr)gians, eager for the Fight. 
Of thoſe who round Maæonia's Realms reſide, 
Or whom the Vales in Shade of Tmolus hide, 
Meſiles and Antiphus. the Charge partake; 
1155 Born on the Banks of Gyge ſilent Lake. * 7 


There, _ 
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There, from the Fields where wild Meander -flows 

High Mycale, and Latmor ſhady Brows, 

And proud Miletus, came the Carian Throngs, 

With ming led Clamors, and with barb'rons Tongues. 

Amphimachus and. Naufles guide the Train, 1160 

Nauſter the bold, Amphimachus the vain, 

| Whotrick'd with Gold, and glitt'ring on his Car, 

| Rode like a Woman to the Field of War. 

Fool that he was! by fierce Achilles lain, 

The River ſwept him to the briny Main: 1165 

There whelm'd with Waves the gawdy Warrior lies; | 

The valiant Victor ſeiz d the golden Prize. 
The Forces laſt in fair Array ſucceed, 

Which blameleſs Glaucus and. Sarpedon lead ; i 

The warlike Bands chat diſtant Dia yields; 1170 

Where gulphy Xanthus foams along the F ields. 
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1 O pleaſing Sleep, &c.] Ariftatle tells us in 
the twenty ſixth Chapter of his Art of Poe- 
try, that this Place had been objected to by 
ſome Criticks in thoſe Times. They thought 
it gave a very ill Idea of the Military Diſci- 

(.--pline of | the Greeks,. to repreſent a whole 
ſleep: They alſo pretended it was ridiculous to deſeribe all 
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5 


| 
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the Gods ſleeping. beſides Jupiter. To both theſe AMiſtotle 
anſwers, that nothing is more uſual or allowable than that 
Figure which puts A for the greater Part. One may add 
with reſpect to the latter Criticiſm, that nothing could give 
a better Image of the Superiority of Jupiter to the other 
Gods (or of the ſupreme Being to all ſecond Cauſes) than 
the Vigilancy here aſcrib d to him, over all Things Divine and 
Human, N bit 1 $00 * N N all aan * a 
e bng „unten under ee ch 
2 r int o ee eit ge sg 0. W096 307; 8% 5 
_. V=R88:9. Ey hence, deluding Dream] It appears from 

Ariſtotle, Poet. cap. 26. that Homer was accus'd of Impiety, 
| 7 | - - or 
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or « e SKA 
eems there were glen. * Wor 


1 ; Alger $8 of K afar, Let us give 1. great Glory. 


(Inſtead of which we have in the preſent Copies, Teaser 9%: 
xi dhe) but Hippias found a way to bring off Homer, 
oply by pl aging the Accent on the laſt” $y llable but one, a. 
Huw, for Ani, the Infinitive for the pere : Which a- 
mounts to no more than that he hade the Dream to Promiſe 
him great Glory. But Macrobius 2 ſommio Scip. I. 1. c. 7. 
takes off this Imputation entirely, and will not allow there 
* any Lye in the "Caſe. * HAgamemmn (ſays he) was or- 
der'd by the Dream to lead out M the Forces of the 
« Greeks (5 viiy is the Word) and promis'd them Victory on 
« that Condition : Now Achilles and his Forces not being 


2 


* 


« ſummon'd to the Aſſembly with the reſt, that Neglect ab- 


© ſolv'd Jupiter from his Promiſe.” This Remark Madam 


Dacier has inſerted. without mentioning, Its Authof. Mr. Da- 
Paſſage in the Scripture exactly parallel 5 
the Malig- : 


cier takes notice of a 


to this, where God is repreſented making uſe | 
nity of his Creatures to accompliſh his Judgments. Tis in 


» Chron, ch. xviii. V. 19, 20, 21. And the Lord ſaid; Who. 5 


up and fal. at Ramotn 
Gilead ? And there came. forth a ; Spirit ant "Rood | before "the 


will perſuade Khab, rhat he may 


Lord, and /aid; Twill; 
him, Wherewith 8 An 


guad bim. And the Lord ſaid unto 
he. ſaid. I will go forth, and I will be 


a lying: Spirit in the Mouth" of all his . ae And be. ſaid; 


Thou ſhalt perſuade him and ae alſo e | each * a fo 
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whole Action of the Dream is beautifully natural, and agree- 
able to Philoſophy. It perches on his Head, to intimate that 
Pact! to be the Seat of the Soul : Wis circumfoled about him, 
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Osſe dunn o rh Sub Buſs 
to pre G chat total Poſefliol of the Senſes Which Favey his 
during our It takes the Figute of the Perſon Whg 


was deateſt to en as whatever' we think of moſt 
when awake, is the common Object of our Dreams. And 


juſt at the Inſtant of its vaniſhing, it leaves ſuch an Impreſſion 
that the Voice till ſeems to ſound in his Ear. No Deſcrip- 


tion can by more exact or lively. ee Dacier. 8 5 
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Vu 1 £55; ” Daw RY a eee Bin, cc. a 
tea hefe 2 ellage ge of 7 Fopiter in the fat 
that" pl oy it. It is 50 leſs n the” Father of oF nd 
en hd gives tue Otdet; auch to Alte 4 wot Were Prffiitmp- 
tion. Hf e "ines H ENV ys Gbletve this Pra- 
Ace 28 a Mark of Pectney and Reſpect. ladet Haar and 
others have ee this in ee aud ad by” What 
Arthority ad Btnbnfgdst cM the Petths of: iy Com- 
milſion; ones be is not prediter" or Wiler had te Peron Who 
gave the Charg 75 But this is tiot allways 3 the CHE" in our 
Author,” who ngt only makes üſe öf this duet With re- 
f eck to che © Orders of f Higher Power,” bir aw Equals 
A when bye O6datk tells 1 cken weh 
Atr Affalt, and 2 (el 3h froth 55 
Mouth” and repeats th 

this Box. 80 —— > 5 be fais d td this man- 
ner, when Cort (dts. 5 ft Hafts e a 
Battel or tHe like) u ö nid; eee ſeems 
not very natodre to mo om. 0 et ſ any 
Words by heart as he is made to ' repeat Exäckty. In th e 
preſent Kite the Rep Wy Ke 8 hy bacefal, tho 
Zenodorus hooght it not he'thi#@'t fre; 155 ene 
tells his Dream to tlie ohe 1 do det pretend to decide 
upon the Point: For the? the Reveretice of the Re erſtion 
ſeem d leſs needful ir that Plate, tha when it was delwerd 
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ase er vatian on the Secand: Bok; 


immediately from Jupiten: yet y as: Euſtathine obſetves]) it. 
was neceſſaty for the Aſſembly to know the Circumſtances of, 
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93 Rs E 93 3. Now NP Chiefs Kc. The beſt Commens 
tary extant upon the firſt Part of this Book is in Dionyſus of 
Halicarnaſſus, who has given us an admirable Explication of 
this whole Conduct of Aggamemnon in his ſecond Treatiſe 
Dt ixnueliowirer: He ſays, - © This Prince had nothing ſo much 
* at Heart as to draw the Greeks. to a Battel, yet knew not 
* how to proceed without Achilles, WhO had juſt retir d 
* from the Army; and was apprehenſive that the Greeks who 
were diſpleas d at the Departure of Achilles," might re- 
_ & fuſe Obedience to his Orders, ſhould he abſolutely com- 
mand it. In this Circumſtance he propoſes to the Pinces 
“ in Council to make a Trial of arming the Grecians, and 
« offers an Expedient himſelf ; which * was that he ſhould 
e ſound their Diſpoſitions by exhorting them to. ſet fail for 
« Greece, but that then the other Princes ſhould be ready te 
« difluade and detain them. If any object to this Stratagem 
« that Aggamemnoms whole Scheme would be ruin d if the 
« Army ſhould take him at his word (which was very pro- 
« bable) it is to be anſwer'd, that his Deſign lay deeper than 
« they imagine, nor did he depend. upon his Speech only for 
« detaining them. He had ſome Cauſe to fear the Greeks 
* had a Pique againſt him which they had conceal'd, and 
whatever it was, he judg'd it abſolutely neceſſary to know 
it before he e to a Battel. He therefore furniſhes 
them with an, Occaſion to manifeſt It, and at the ſame 
time provides againſt any ill Effects it might have by his 
« ſecret Orders to the Princes. It ſucceeds accordingly, and 
„ when. the Troops are running to embark, they are ſtop d 
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by 'Ulyſſet and NMH One may farther obſerve that 
his whole Stratagem is concerted in Meſſor s Ship, as one 
whoſe Wiſdom and Secrecy was moſt confided in. The Story 
of the Viſion's appearing in his Shape, could not but engage 
him in ſome degree; It look d as it Fupizer himſelf added 

Weight to his Counſels by-making-uſe: of that venerable Ap- 

pearance, and knew this to be the moſt powerful Method of 

recommending them to Agamemnon. - It was therefore but 

natural for Meſfar to ſecond the Motion of the King; and bj 
the help of his Authority it prevail d on the other Princes. 


o 


14 
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Vensz TI. AI from ſome. rocky Cleft) This is the fitſt 
Simile in Homer, and we may obſerve in general that he ex- 
eels all Mankind in the Number, Variety, and Beauty of his 
Compariſons. Fhere are ſcarce any in Viigil which are not 
tranſlated from himʒ and therefore when he ſucceeds beſt in them 
he is to be commended but as an Improver. Scaligen ſeems 
not to have thought of this, when he compares the Similes 
of theſe two Authors (as indeed they are the Places moſt ob- 
vious to compariſon.) The preſent Paſſage is an Inſtance 
of it, to which he oppoſes the following Verſes in the firft 
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Qualis apes æſtate nova per florea-rure. . 
Exercet ſub ſole labor, cum gentis adults : 

Educunt fetus, aut cum liquentia metla  - 

Stipant, & dulci diftendunt nectare cellas; 

Aut onera actipiunt venientum, aut agmine facto 
| Ignavum fucos pecus a preſepibus arcent.. (1 
Fervet opus, redolentgue thymo fragrantia mella-. 
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F 01 DIJUNSIOST CAST 
This he very much prefers: to-| Homer's, and in particular ex- 
tols the Harmony and Sweetneſs of the Verſification above 

Ws 5 | r 


150 


that of our Author; 


their tumultuous manner of iſſuing out of the Ships, amd the 
perpetual Egreſſion which ſeem'd without end, are imaged in 


Obſervations an the Second Bodk. 


againſt which RNA yy. Ss * 5 
apes: ooh the Reader, ft: 
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But Sealiger was e in his Choice of this particular Com- 
pariſon : There is a very — the fixth neid, V. 705. 
that better agrees with Homers: And nothing is more evi- 
dent than that the Deſign of theſe two is very different: 
Homer intended to deſcribe the Multitude of Greeks pouring 
out of the Ships, Virgil the Diligence and Labour of the Buil- 
ders at Carthage. And Macrobius, who obſerves this difference 


Sat. J. 5. c. I. ſhould alſo have found, that therefore the gi 
miles ought- not to be com 


Homer's is not inferior to V irgil's, if we conſider with what 


par d together. The Beauty of 


Exactneſs it anſwers to its end. It conſiſts of three Particu- 
lars; the vaſt Number of the Troops is expreſt in the Swarms, 


the Bees pouring out of the Rock: and laſtly their Diſperſion 
over all the Shote, in their deſcending-on the Flowers i m the 
Vales. Spondanus was therefore miſtaken. when ht 
the whole Application of this Compariſon lay in the ſingle 
Wn: dad, bedr ww as FRY _ 0 wan d. 


*. 


Veen 1 21. Name flies: vue 1 2 This effembling of the 
Army is full of Beauties: The lively Deſcription * their 
overſpreading the Field, the noble Boldneſs of che Figure 


when Fame is repreſented in Perſon ſhining at their Head, the 


univerſal Tumult fucceeded ht a ſolemn Ay" and aſfly 
n. 4 4.12 we 


Obſervations on the: Second Bou 


the graceful riſing; of Avpaniemmon; all contribute: to caſt a 
Majeſty on this + exp In the Paſſage of; the Steptre, Homer 
has found an artful and poetical maimer of acquainting us 
with the high Deſcent of Agamamma and: celebrating the 
hereditary Nigbt of his Family 3 a well a fmely hint 
ed the Original of his Power to be deriw d from Heaven, 
in ſaying the Sceptre was firſt the Gift of Jupitur. It is with 
reference to this that in the Line where he firſt! mentions 
it, he calls it A as, and e e th it is mann in; 
that Place. 225 
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The , Dionyſius upon this Speech T ſhall give the 
Reader altogether, tho they lie ſcatter'd in his two Diſcourſes - 
re ixnwdreuiren; the ſecond of wihicho is in a great Degree but 

a Repetition of the Precepts and Examples of the firſt. This 
happen d, I believe, from his having composd them at diſtinck 


Times and upon different Occaſions. 


It is an exquiſite Piece of Axt, when you Gem to aim at 
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* 


perſuading one thing, and at the ſame time inforce the 
contrary. This kind of Rhatorick is of great uſe in all 
Oecaſions of Danger, and is what Homer has afforded a 
moſt powerful Example of in the Oration of Agamemmum. 

"Tis a Method perfectly wonderful, and oven carries in it 
0 an Ap! of Abſurdity; for all that we generally 
eſteem the Faults of Oratory, by this means become the 
« Virtues of it. Nothing is look d upon as a greater Error 
© in a Rhetorician than to Lellsdge ſuch Arguments as either 
cc are eaſily anſwer d, r may be retorted upon bimſelf; the 


« former is a weak: Part, the latter a rous one; and 
C 
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Cc: 
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* * 
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Apgamemnon here deſignedly deals in both. For it is plain 
that if a Mau muſt not uſe weak Arguments, or ſucli as 
make c again him, when he intends: to perſuade the Thing 
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« he ſays; then on the other fide, hen he does not inte 
« it; he muſt obſerve the contrary Proceeding, and make 
« what are the Faults of Oratory in general, the Excellencies 
of that Oration in particular, or otherwiſe he will contra- 
« dict his own Intention and perſuade the contrary to what 
« he means. Agamemnon begins with an Argument eakily 
« anſwer'd, by telling them that Jupiter had promis d do 
« crown" their Arms with Victory. For if Jupiter had pro- 
« mis'd this, it was a reaſon for the Stay in the Camp. But 
„ now (ſays he) Jove has deceivd us, and we muſs return 
« with Ignominy. This is another of the ſame kind, for it 
« ſhews what a Diſgrace it is to return. What follows is of 
« the ſecond ſort, and may be turn'd againſt him. Fove 
ce will have it ſo: For which they have only Agamemmn's 
« Word, but Fove's own Promiſe for the contrary. » Thar” 
©« G has overthrown many Cities, and will yet overturn many 
« others. This was a ſtrong Reaſon to ſtay, and put their” 
«© Confidence in him. I is fbameful to have it told to all 
« Poſterity that ſo many thouſand Greeks, after a War 
« of ſo long Continuance, at laſt return d home baffled and 
« unſucceſsful. All this might have been ſaid by a pto- 
<« feſt Adverſary to the Cauſe he pleads, and indeed is the 
« ſame thing Ulyſſes ſays elſewhere in Reproach of their 
« Flight. The Concluſion ' evidently ſhews the Intent of 
e the Speaker, Haſte then, let us fly; wyww, the Word 
« which of all others was moſt likely to prevail upon 
« them to ſtayz the moſt open Term of Diſgrace he could 
« poſſibly have us d: Tis the fame which Juno makes uſe” 
« of to Minerva, Minerva to Ulyſſes, and Ulyſſes again to 
« the Troops, to diſſuade their Return; the lame which 
© Apamemnon himſelf had uſed to inſult. Achilles, and which 
% Homer never employs but with the Mark of Cowardice 
«and Infamy. 2 | OSS te 
The ſame Author : farther © obſerves, «© That this whole 
O Oration- has the Air of being ſpoken in a Paſſion, © It be- 
N « gings 
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100 


1282 — S 33 


« ins with a Stroke of tlie greateſt Raſbneſs and Impatience. 
6 Jupiter has been un juſt, Heaven has. deceiv d us. This ren- 
« ders all he ſhall ſay. of the leſs Authority, at the ſame time 
« that it conceals his own Arxtifice 3 for his Anger ſeems 
(e to account for the Incongruities he uttets. I could. not 
ſuppreſs ſo fine a Remark, tho' it falls out of. the Order of | 
thoſe which precede it. K 

Before I leave this Article, 1 muſt * notice that this 
Speech of Aamamnom is again put into his Mouth in the 
ninth Liad, and (according to Diauxſius) for the ſame Pur- 
pole, to detain/the Hoey at the Siege. after a Defeat; cho 
it ſeems unartful to t the. ſame. Trick twiee upon the 
Greeks by the ſame e and in the ſame Words too. We 
may —— ſuppoſe the Grſt Feint to have remain d undit- 


cover'd, but at beſt it is a Management in the Poet not very 
entertaining to the Readers. 
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1 "This. Part has 
a low Airin Compariſon with the reſt of the Scaliger 


calls it Tabernariam Orationem': But it is well obſery: d- by 
Madam Dacier, that the Image :Agamemnon'bere gives of the 
Trojans, does not only render theit Numbers contemptible in 
Compariſon of-the Greeks, but their Perſons too. For it makes 
them appear but as a few. vile Slaves fit only to ſerve them 
with Wine: To which we may add that it affords a Proſpect 
to his Soldiers of their future State and Triumph after the 
Conqueſt of their Enemies. 4 

This Paſlage gives me occaſion een upon a IG 
putation of the 33 of the Trojans, which the learned 
Angelus Politian has offer d at in Lin Preface to Homer. He 
thinks they were fifty thouſand: without the Auxiliaries, from 
the Gnas of . eighth Jliad, where it is ſaidythere-were 
a houſed funeral Aves of Tian, and afty: Men attending 


F; cach 


I 
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each of them. But that the Auxiliaries are to be ad mitted 
into that Number, appears plainly from this Place: Aga- 
menmon' expreſly diſtinguiſhes the native Trojans from the 
Aids, and reckons but one to ten Grecians, at which Eſtimate 
there could not be above ten thouſand Nn See the 
Motes on the Catalogue. 2 FF 
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VIXXSE 163. Decay d our Pefſels lie, 

And [carte enſure the wretched Pomer to * A GAA 
This, and ſome other Paſſages, are here tranſlated corveſyoys 
dent to the general Air and Senſe of this Speech, rather than 
juſt to the Letter. The telling them in this Place how muck 
their Shipping was decay'd, was a Hint of their Danger in 
returning, as Madam Dacier has remark ere 


XI. 


29 
10 


tice that Homer in theſe two Similitudes has judiciouſly made 
choice of the two moſt wavering 
Nature, to compare with the Multitude; the Vaves, and Ears 
of Corn, The firſt alludes to the Noiſe and Tumult of the 
People, in the breaking and rolling of the Billows; the ſecond 
to theit taking the ſame Courſe, like Corn bending one 
way; and both to the Eaſineſs with which they are mor d 
by 9 8 Breath. 


XII. 10 5 
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Vzr8r 243. To one ſole Monareh.] Thoſe Perſons are __ 


der a Miſtake who would make this Sentence a Praiſe of 


Abſolute Monarchy. Homer ſpeaks it only with regard to 


a N of an Army during the time of his Commiſſion. 
is AHgamemnon ſtyl'd King of Kings i in any other _ 

chan as the reſt of the Per had given him the ſupr 
Authority 


VERSE 175. 85 roll the Billows, &c.] One may take no- 


and inconſtant Things in 


| Obferationr bn'the e 


Authority over them in the Siege. 4#;/fturle! fines a King; ' 
Zedlby& N d „% act 8 ene, „ vin, de one Ne-; 
Leader 'of the IM ar, ) Fudge; of Cuntrouemſias, and Preſident 
of the Ceremũniat vf tbe»Gods: That he had the principal 
Care af religious Rites, appears; from many Places in Homer; 
and that his Power was no where abſolute but in War: for 
we find Agumemnam inſulted in the Council, but in the Army 
threatning Deſerters with Death. He was under an Obliga- 
tion ti preſerve” the privileges of his Country, purſuant to: 
which Kings are called by our Author aucrzinc,; and eee, 
the: Diſpenſers or Managers of Juſtice. And Diompſius of 
Halicarnaſſus acquaints us, that the old Grecian. Rings, 
whether Hereditarycor Elective had a Council of their chief 
Men, as Homer and the moſt ancient Poets teſtify ; not was 
it (he adds) in thoſe Times as in ours, when Kings have a 


full Liberty to do whatever they pleaſe. Dion. Hal. lib. 2. Hit. 
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| Versn 255. Therſites ongy.] The Ancients have aſcrib d 
to. Homer the firſt Sketch of Soatyric or Camie Poetry, of 
which ſort was his Poem call'd Marpitas, as Ariftotle re- 
ports. Tho! that Piece be loſt, his Character of Ther/ites, 
may give us a Taſte of his Vein in that kind. But 
whether ludicrous Deſcriptions ought to have Place in 
the Epic Poem, has been juſtly queſtion d: Neither Virgil 
nor any of the moſt approvd Ancients; have thought fit 
to admit them into their C tions of that Nature; nor 
any of the beſt Moderns except Milton, whoſe Fondeſs for 
Homer might be the reaſon of it. However this is in its 
kind a very maſterly Part, and our Author has ſhewyn great 
Judgment in the Particulars he has choſen to Compoſe the 
Picture of a pernicious Creature of Wit; the chief of which 
are a Deſire of promoting Laughter at any rate, and a Con- 
tempt of his Superiors. And he ſums up the whole very 
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ſtrongly, by ſaying that Therfites hated: Achilles and Ulyſſes 
in which, as Plutarob has remark'd in his Treatiſe of Enyy- 
and Hatred, he makes it the utmoſt Completion of an il 
Character to bear a Malevolence to the beſt Men. What 
is farther obſervable is, that Therſitas is never heard of alter ; 
this his firſt Appearance: Such a ſcandalous Character is to 

be taken no more notice of, than juſt to ſhew that tis 43 
ſed. Homer has obſerv'd the ſame Conduct with regard td 

the moſt Adeform'd and moſt Beautiful Perſon of his Poem: 
For Mireus is thus mention d once and no more throughout 
the Tad. He places a worthleſs Beauty and an ill- natur d 
Wit upon the ſame Foot, and ſhews that the Gifts of the 
Body without thoſe of the Mind are not more W 
than thoſe of the Mind en Wann Virtue. e | 
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VERSE 275. Amidſt the Glories. | "Tis remark'd by Diony- 
furs Halicarnaſſus in his Treatiſe of the Examination of Writers, 
that there could not be a better Artifice thought on to're- 
cal the Army to their Obedience, than this of our Author. 
When they were offended at their General in favour of Acbil- 
les, nothing could more weaken” Acbilless Intereſt than to 
make ſuch a Fellow as Therfites appear of his Party, whoſe 
Impertinence would give them a Diſguſt of thinking or act- 
ing like him. There is no ſurer Method to reduce generous 
Spirits, than to make em ſee they are purſuing the ſame 
Views with People of no Merit, and ſuch whom they cannot 
forbear deſpiſing themſelves. Otherwiſe there is nothing in 
this Speech but what might become the Mouth of Meſtor 
himſelf, if you except a word or two. And had Veftor ſpo- 
ken it, the Army had certainly ſet ſail for Greece; but be- 
cauſe it was utter d by a ridiculous Fellow whom they were 
afham'd to ley Wey: are reduc d, and men d to continue 
Ng Siege?) „ Mister f 2105142 #2 
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ab 281. The Greeks-.and. I]; Theſe, boaſts: of himſelf 


| are the few Words which Dion Mus objects to in the foregoing 
Paſſage. I cannot but think the grave Commentators here very 
much miſtaken, who imagine DBerfitet in earneſt in theſe 
Vaunts, and ſeriouſly reproye his Inſolence. They, ſeem to 
me manifeſt Strokes of Irony, which had iender'd them 
ſo much the more improper in the Mouth of Neftor; who 
was otherwiſe none of the leaſt Boaſters himſelf. - And conſi- 
der'd as ſuch, they are equal to the reſt of the Speech, which 
* an ae deal of Spirit, I han tt; of bn 
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VERSE 726. He ſaid, dan; Por yay The vile Figure 

Wer ſites =- here is a good Piece of Groteſgwe; the Plea- 

ſure expreſs d by the Soldiers at this Action of Ulyſſes (not- | | 

withſtanding they are diſappointed by him of their Hopes of 

returning) is agreeable to that generous 'Femper, at once ho- 

neſt and thoughtleſs, which is commonly found in mili 
Men; to 1 nothing is ſo odious as a Daſtard. and who 

have not mr the ere Kindnef for a e 


1 


* 
, 4 * WY * g 
V 3 p 
. « * "wt 1 4 ” 
. CE T5 5 E 7 a "3 + x 
> #8 \ LW ,* a7 A \ — 7 , r 
C 


Vasen 348. Uikan i Monarch! &e] Chiara rain] 
ing of the various Kinds of Oratory which may be learn d 


from Homer, mentions among the greateſt, Inſtances the 


Speeches in this Book. Monne vel unus liber quo miſſa ad 
Achillem legatio continetur, wel in primo inter duces illa con- 
tentio, vel dictæ in ſecundo ſententiæ, omnes litium ac conſi- 
liorum explicat artes? Affectus guidem vel illos mites, vel hos 
concitatos, nemo erit tam Indedtus,- gui non ſua in poteftate hunc 


autorem 


N. 


159 


Truth in the nine Years Delay, they might now exp. 


— 


autorem habuiſſe fateatur. It is indeed hardly poſſible to 
find any where more refin'd Turns of Policy, or more artful - 


Touches of Oratory. We have no ſooner ſeen Aamemnon 
excel in one fort, but U/pſſes is to ffũne no-lJefs in another 
directly oppoſite to it. When the Stratagem of pretending 
to ſet fail, had met with too ready à Confent from the 


People, his ence appears in all the Forms of Art 


neſs, telling thein the People's Glory depended upon them, 
and readily giving a Turn t6 the firſt Deſign, which had 
like to have been ſo dangerous, by repreſenting it only a 
a Project of Aamemmos to diſcover the cowardly. In this 
ſecond, he had commanded the Soldiers with Bravery; and 
made them know what Part they ſuſtain'd in the War. In 

his third, he had rebuk'd the Seditious in the Perſon of Ther ſites 
by Reproofs, Threats, and actual Chaſtiſements. And now 
in this fourth, when all are gather d together, he applies to 
them in Topics which equally affect them all: He raiſes 
their Hearts by putting them in mind of the Promiſes of 
Heaven, and thoſe Prophecies, of which as they had ſeen the 


the Accompliſhment in the tenth Year's Succeſs : which is 
a full Anſwer to what Apamemnon had ſaid of Jupiters 
deceiving the 11, 4342 DVR 

Dionyſius obſerves one ſingular Piece of Art, in Ulyſſes's 
manner of applying himſelf to the People when he would 
inſinuate any thing to the Princes, and addreſſing to the 
Princes when he would blame the People. He tells the Sol- 
diers, they muſt not all pretend to be Rulers there, let there 
be one King, one Lord; which is manifeftly a Precept de- 
ſign'd for the Leaders to take to themſelves. In the fame 


manner Tiberius Rhetor remarks the beginning of his laſt 


Oration to be a fine Ethopopeia or oblique Repreſentation of 
the People, upon whom the Severity of the Reproach is made to 
fall, while he feems to render the King an Object of their Pity. 
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VERSE 402. Then Neſtor 31 Kething i is more . 
vable than Homer's Conduct of this whole Incident; by what 
judicious and n Degrees the Army is reſtrain d, and 
wrought up to the Deſires of the General. We have given the 
Detail of all the Methods Ulyſſes ptoceeded in: The Activity 
of his Character is now to be contraſted with the Gravity of 
Weftor's, who covers and ſtrengthens the other's Arguments, and 
conſtantly appears thro the Poem a weighty Cloſer of Debates. 
The Greeks had already ſeen their General give way to his 
Authority, in the Diſpute with Ach:/les in the former Book, 
and could expect no leſs than that their Stay ſhould be con- 
cluded on by {gamemnon. as ſoon as Weflor undertook that 
Cauſe. For this was all they imagin d his Diſcourſe aim d at; 
but we ſhall find it had a farther Deſign, from Diony/us of Hali- 
carnaſſus. ©, There are two things (ſays that exce . Critick) 
« worthy of Admiration in the Speeches of Ulyſſes and eſter, 
« which are the different Deſigns they ſpeak with, and the dif- 
e ferent Applauſes they receive. Ulyſſes has the Acclamations 
« of the Army, and IVeftor the Praiſe of Agamemnon. One 
« may enquite the Reaſon, why he extols the latter prefera- 

« bly to the former, when all "Sy Neſtor alledges ſeems on- 
'« 8 Repetition of the ſame Arguments which Ulyſſes. had 
« given before him? It might be done in CEO. 
« to the old Man, in We, it might raiſe a Concern to find 
* his Speech not follow'd with ſo general an Applauſe as the 
4 . s. But we are to refer oy Speech. of "FP Har to that 
Part of Oratory which ſeems only to confirm what another 
has ſaid, and yet ſuperinduces and carries a farther Point. 
les a and Ne . both Land Greeks to Children for 


4 their 
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« their unmanly Deſite to return home "i they both-reproach 
« them with the Engagements and Vows they had. paſt, and 
« were now about to break; they both alledge the proſperous 
Signs and Omens receiv d from Heaven. Notwithſtandin 
ee this, the End of their Orations is very different. Ulyſſes's 
Buſineſs was to detain the Græcians when they were upon 
« the Point of flying; MWeſtor finding that Work done to 
his Hands, delign. d to draw them inſtantly to Battel. This 
« was the utmoſt Agameninon had aim'd- at, which Neſtor's 
Artifice brings to paſs ; for while they. imagine by all he 
ſays that he is only perſuading them to ſtay, they find 
themſelves unawares put into Order of Battel, and led un- 
der their Princes to fight. Dion. Hal. mg} ioxnuerioulren, Part 
1 and 2. 
We may next take notice of ſome Particulars of this Speech: 
Where he ſays they loſe their time in empty Words, he 
hints at the Diſpute between AQAamemmon and Achilles: Where 
he ſpeaks of thoſe who deſerted the Gracian Cauſe, he glances 
at Achilles in particular. When he repreſents Helen in Af- 
fliction and Tears, he removes the Odium from the Perſon 
in whoſe Cauſe they were to fight; and when he moves A | 
memnon to adviſe with his Council, artfully prepares for a 
Reception of his own Advice by that modeſt way of propo- 
fing it. As for the Advice itſelf, to divide the Army into 
Bodies, each of which ſhould be compos'd entirely of Men 
of the ſame Country; nothing could be better judg'd both 
in regard to the preſent Circumſtance, and with an Eye to 
the future carrying on of the War. For the firſt, its imme- 
diate effect was to take the whole Army out of its Tumult, 
break whatever Cabals they might have form' d rogether by 
ſeparating them into a new Diviſion, and cauſe every, ſingle 
Mutineer to come inſtantly under the. View of his own, pro- 
per Officer for Correction. For the ſecond, it was to be 
thought the Army would be much ſtrengthen'd by this Uni- 
on: Thoſe of different Nations who had different Aims, in- 


tereſts, 


Obſervations on the Second. Bodk) 
tereſts, and Friendſhipi, could not aſſiſt each other with ſo 
much Zeal or ſo well concur to the ſame End, as hen Rriends 
aided Friends, Kinſmen their, Kinſmen, Cc when each 
Commander had the Glory of his own Nation in view, 8 
a greater Emulation was excited between Body and Body; 
not only warring for the Honour of Greece in general, — 
for that of e distinct! rr in Fae] ns a 
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by:Years excel.) Every ohe has 
oblerd d how. glorious an Elogium of Wiſdom Homer has 
here given, where Agamemmom ſo far prefers it to Valour, a8 
to Wiſh not for ten ass ori Achilles's' but only? for ten 
Neftors. For the reſt of-this Speech, Dionyſus has ſumm d 
it up as follows. aAgamemnon being now convinod 
« the Greeks were offended at him on account of the De- 
« parture of Achilles, pacifies them by a generous Confeſſion 
* of his Fault, but then aſſerts the Character of a ſupreme 
© Ruler, and with the Air of Command threatens the Diſo- 
« bedient.” 1 cannot conclude this Part of the Speeches 
without "remarking how beautifully they iſe above ont an- 
other, and how) they more and more awaken the Spirit 
of War'in the Grecians. In this laſt there is à wonderful 
Fire and Vivacity, when he prepares them for the glorious 
Toils they were to undergo by a warm and lively Deferi tion 
of them!. The Repetition of the Words in that Part Ba 'Aa 


Beauty, which "(as well as many her 6 ie! lame Kind) 
has been oft by moſt Tranſlators. £ off le 115 
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Fit well his _— gripe fun bivorbed OY K. 


XX. 


VERSE 485. And Menelaus cams unbid.] The Criticks have 
enter d into a warm Diſpute, whether Menelaus was in the 
right or in the wrong, in coming uninvited: Some main- 
taining it the Part of an Impertinent or a Fool to intrude 
upon another Man's Fable; and others inſiſting upon the 
Privilege a Brother or a Kinſman may claim ia this Caſe, 
The Engliſh Reader had not been 1 with the Tranſla- 
tion of this Word airwuwdl@&, but that Plato and Plutarch have 
taken notice of the Paſſage. The Verſe following this in 
moſt. Editions, · dea ad S, &c. being rejected as ſpuri- 
ous by Demetrius han is omitted here upon his. Au- 


thority. 


XXI. 
Vers: 405 The dreadful Egis, Jove's immortal Shield. ] 
Homer does not expreſly call it a Shield in this Place, but 


he does in the fifth Iliad, where this Apis is deſcrib'd with a 
Sublimity that is inexpreſſible. The Figure of the Gorgon s Head 


upon it is there ſpecify d, which will juſtify the mention of 


the Serpents in the Tranſlation here: The Verſes are remar- 
kably ſonorous in the Original. The Image of the Goddeſs 
of Birch blazing with her immortal Shield before the Army, 


inſpiring every Heroe, and aſſiſting to range the Troops, is 
agreeable to the bold Painting of our Author, And the En- 


couragement of a divine Power feem'd no more than was re- 
quiſite to change ſo totally the Diſpoſitions of the Grecians, 


as to make them now more ardent for the Combate than 


they were before defirous of a Return. This finiſhes the 
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Conqueſt veſt of their Inclinations, in a manner at onde wornder- 
fulh Poetical, and cer to the Moral Which is every 
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VERSE 534. As on * Mountain, &c.] The Insgingeiüd 
of Homer was fo vaſt and ſo lively, that whatſoever Objects 
preſented themſelves before him impreſs d their Im fo for- 
cibly, that he pour'd them — 5 in Compariſons equally 
ſimple and noble; without forg 1 OCircumſtante which 
could inſtruct the Reader, 2s mike fee thoſe Objects 
in the ſame ſtrong Light wherein he faw chem birnfelf. And 
in this one of the principal Beauties of Poetry \confits. Ho- 
mer, on the fight of the March of this numerous Army, 
gives us five Simailes in a Breath, but all entirely different. 
The firſt regards the Splendor of their Armour, As a Fire, &c. 
The ſecond the various Movements of ſo man thouſands be- 
fore they can range themſelves in Battel-Array, Like the 
Swans, &c. The third reſpects their Number, As theLeaverur 
Flowers, Sc. The fourth the Ardour with which they run to 
the Combate, Like the Legions of Inſects, &c. And the 
fifth the Obedience and exact Diſcipline of the Troops, ran- 
ged without Confuſion under their Leaders, As Flocks under 
their Shepherds. This Fecundity and Tony: can never. be 
enough admired. ES 86 


XXIII. 
ane gut. Or mil white mide on „Aber 
Scaliger, who is ſeldom juſt to our Author, 
Verfes to be pleniffima Merkert. But he is gteatiy miſtaken 
when he accuſes this Simile of Impteprietit, vn dhe Zuppoſi- 
tion that a Number of Birds 3 without Order are here 


compar d 


. ] | 
yet confeſſes theſe 
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contrary, Homer in this expreſſes the Stir. and Tumult the 


Mr. Dryden in b Place has miſtaken Aſius for Aſia, Which 


For ſhe will not allow that Ar can be a Patronymic Adjec- 


for Arime, as if he had read Elareluos, inſtead of ki, "Meu: 


Obje er vation on the | RY ec ond Book, 


compar'd to an Army ranged in Array of Battel. On the 


Troops were in, before they got into Order, running toge · 
ther from the Ships and Tents: Nu de, $ u.. But when 
they are plac'd in their Ranks, he compares them to the 
Flocks under their Shepherds. This Diſtinction will plainly 
appear from the Detail of the five Similes in the foregoing 
Note. 

Virgil has imitated this with great Happineſs in his ſeventh 
LEneid. 


Ceu guondam nivei liguida inter nubila cycni 
Cum ſeſe e paſtu referunt, & longa canoros 


Dant per colla modos, ſonat amnis S Ala longe 
£e 2 7 a palus. — 


Like a long Team of ſnowy Swans on high, 
Which clap their Wings and cleave the liouid Sky, 
When homeward from their watry Paſtures born, 
Ty ling, and Afia's Lakes their Notes return. 


Virgil ook care to diſtinguiſh by making the firſt Syllable of 
Aſus long, as of Afia ſhort.  Tho' (if we believe Madam 
Dacier) he was himſelf in an Error, both here and in che 


firſt r c. 


—— Que Afia circum 
Dulci bus i in flagnis rimantur 0 Cayſtri. ; 
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tive, but the Genitive of a proper Name, ei, which be- 
ing turn'd into Ionic is aνν, and by a Syncope make 4. 
This puts me in mind of another Criticiſm upon the 290th 
Verſe of this Book: Tis obſerv'd that Y. irgil uſes Inarime 


Hl call / 3 


Obſervation? on the Secoud Book. 1665 


Scaliger ridicules this trivial Remark, and asks if it can be | 
imagin'd that Virgil was ignorant of the Name of a Place ſo 
near him as Baie? It is indeed unlucky for good Writers, 
that Men who have Learning ſhould lay a Streſs\ upon ſuch - 
Trifles, and that thoſe. Who have none ſhould think it Lear 


ning to do ſo. 


”"” ALS: 

Vers8t 552. Or thick as Inſefs:play.] This Simile tranſla- 

ted litterally runs thus; As the numerous Troops of Flies 

about a Shepherd's Cottage in the Spring, when the Milk moi- 

tens the Pais; ſuch Numbers of Greeks food in tbe Field g 

againſt the Trojans,  defering their Deſtruct ion. The Lowneſs 

of this Image in Comparyſon with thoſe which precede it, 

will naturally ſhock a modern Critick, and would ſcarce be 

forgiven in a Poet of theſe Times. The utmoſt a [Tranſlator 

can do is to heighten the Expreſſion, ſo as to render the Diſ- 

parity leſs obſervable: which is endeavour' d here, and in 

other Places. If this be done ſucceſsfully, the Reader is ſo 

far from being offended at a low Idea, that it raiſes his Sur- 

prize to find it grown great in the Poet's Hands, of which 

we have frequent Inſtances in Firgil's Georgicks. Here fol- 

lows another of the ſame kind, in the Simile of AMramemnon 

to a Bull juſt after he has been compar'd to Jeve, Mars, and 

Meptune. This, Euſtathius tells us, was blam'd by ſome 
Criticks, and Mr. Hobbes has left it out in his Tranſlation. 
The Liberty has been taken here to place the humbler Si- 
mile firſt, reſerving the noble one as a more magnificent 

Cloſe of the Deſcription: The bare turning the Sentence re- 

moves the Objection. Milton who was a cloſe Imitator of 
our Author, has often copy d him in theſe: humble Compa- 
riſons. He has not, ſcrupled to inſert one in the midſt of 
that pompous Deſcription of the Rout of the Rebel-Angels 
in the faxth Book, where the Son of God in all his dreadful 
19 Hasen | | P Majeſty 
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164 Obſervations on the Second Book. 


compar d to an Army ranged in Array of Battel. On the 
contrary, Homer in this expreſſes the Stir. and Tumult the 
Troops were in, before they got into Order, running toge · 
ther from the Ships and Tents: Ny dee, g gig. But when 
they are plac'd in their Ranks, he compares them to the 
Flocks under their Shepherds. This Diſtinction will plainly 
appear from the Detail of the five Similes in the foregoing 
Note. 
Virgil has imitated this with great Happineſs in his ſeventh 
LEneid. 


Ceu guondam nivei liquida inter nubila cycni 
Cum ſeſe e paſtu referunt, & longa canoros 

Dant per colla modes, ſonat amnis & Afia longe 
Pulſa palus ——— 


Like a long Team of ſnowy Swans on high, | 
Which clap their Wings and cleave the licuid Sky, 
When homeward from their watry Paſtures born, 
They ling, and Aſia's Lakes their Notes return. 


Mr. Dryden in ITY Place has miſtaken Aſius for Afia, ia 
Virgil ook care to diſtinguiſh by making the firſt Syllable of 
Afrus long, as of Afia ſhort. Tho' (if we believe Madam 
Dacier) he was himſelf in an Error, both here and in the 


firſt Georgic. 


- -—— Yue Aja circum 
Dulcibus in ftagnis rimantur e Cayſtri. 


For ſhe will not allow that 'a«i» can be a Patrony mic Adjec- 
tive, but the Genitive of a proper Name, '4eis, which be- 
ing turn'd into Ionic is acuν, and by a Syncope make 4. 

+ | This puts me in mind of another Criticiſm upon the 290th 

__ Verſe of this Book : Tis obſerv'd that Y ir gil uſes Inarime 

WY for Arime, as if he had read Eid,, inftead of Es "Meas. 
| n F Scaliger 


Scaliger ridicules this trivial Remark, and ass if it can be 
imagin'd that Virgil was ignorant of the Name of a Place fo 

near him as Baiæ ? It is indeed unlucky for good Writers, 

that Men who have Learning ſhould lay a Streſs upon ſuch 

Trifles, and that thoſe who have none ſhould think it Lear- 
ning to do ſo. 
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VIISE 552. Or thick as Inſecis play.] This Simile tranſla- 
ted litterally runs thus; As the numerous Troops of Flies 


about a Shepherd's Cottage in the Spring, when the Milk moi- 
tens the Pails ;| ſuch Mumbert of Greeks food in the Field 


againſt the Trojans, deſiring their. Deſtrufion. | The Lowneſs 


of this Image in Compariſon with thoſe which precede it, 


will naturally ſhock. a modern Critick, and would ſcarce be 
forgiven in a Poet of theſe Times. The utmoſt a Tranſlator 
can do is to heighten the Expreſſion, ſo as to render the Diſ- 
parity leſs obſervable: which is endeavour d here, and in 
other Places. If this be done ſucceſsfully, the Reader is fo 
far from being offended at a low Idea, that it raiſes his Sur- 
prize to find it grown great in the Poet's Hands, of which 
we have frequent Inſtances in Virgil's Georgicks. Here fol- 
lows another of the ſame kind, in the Simile of AMamemnon 


to a Bull juſt after he has been compar d to Feve, Mars, and 


Neptune. This, Euſtathius tells us, was blam' d by ſome 
Criticks, and Mr. Hobbes has leſt it out in his Tranſlation. 
The Liberty has been taken here to place the humbler Si- 
mile firſt, reſerving the noble one as a more magnificent 


Cloſe, of the Deſcription: The bare turning the Sentence re- 


moves the Objection. Milton who was a cloſt Immitator of 
our Author, has often copy d him in cheſe humble Compa- 
riſons. He has not, ſcrupled to inſert one in the midſt of 
that pompous Deſcription of the Rout of the Rebel-Angels 
in the ſixth Book, where the Son of God in all his dreadful 
19s —. | | Mlajeſty 
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Poſt in the higheſt: Heaven, their comp 


Obſervations on the \,Sevond Book. 
ee repreſented pouring his Vengeance Ro e 


— 4 H 
Of Goats, or rim nous Flooks roger hor rats. 7M 
Drove them before him Thunder-Pruck------, © 


XXV. 


VIASsE 568. Great as the Gods.] Homer here deſcribes the 
Figure and Port of Agamemnon with all imaginable Grandeur, 
in making him appear cloath'd with the Majeſty of the great- 
eſt of the Gods; and when Phutarch (in his ſecond Oration 
of the Fortune of Alexander) blamed the Compariſon of a 
Man to three Deities at once, that Cenſure was not paſs d upon 
Homer as a Poet, but by Plutarch as a Prieſt, ' This Cha- 
racter of Majeſty in which Apamemnon- excels all the other 
Heroes, is preſerv'd in the different Views of him throughout 
the Liad. It is thus he appears on his Ship in the Catalogue, 
thus he ſhines in the Eyes of Priam in the third Book; thus 
again in the beginning of the eleventh; and ſo in the 


reſt. 


RXV L 


Vinsz 572. Sey — It is wed to conceive any Ad- 
dreſs more ſolemn, any Opening to a Subject more noble and 


magnificent, than this Invocation of Homer before his Cata- 


logue. That Omnipreſence he gives to the Mules, their 
rehenſive Survey thro 
the whole Extent of the Creation, are Circumſtances greatly 
1magined. Nor is any thing more perfectly fine or exqui- 
ſicely moral, chan the : Oppoſition! of the extenſive Know- 


ledge of the Divinities on the one ſide, to the Blindneſs and 


Ignorance of Mankind on the e The Greatneſs and 
Wee TE of his is * rais d by his exalted 


ma nner 
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were Braſs, &c. 42 
were immediately n 45 ang! no kk than n . A 
all the mules. ' 
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There is not 70 my Remembrance any Place Vir Wh 
this Catalogue omitted ; a Liberty which Mr. | Dryden has 
made no difficulty ts "take and 0 confeſs, in his Virgil. | 
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by the Air he gives, as il what follows 
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But a more ſcrupulous Care was owing to Homer, on ac- 


count of that wonderful exactneſs e unequaTl'd Dilip genes, | 
which he 22 Prone ſhe wn in this a ol is Wark. 


ii 0 $4 OTE! 
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I * 
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has it 2 ujuorrte, 4 Tergo comantes. It was the Cuſtom 
of theſe Peo ple to ſhave the lore· part of 0 J K. Heads, Skich 


they did Kat their Fnemies mi ght nat take the Advan - 
Joes of feizing them by the Hair: the hinder Part the) 
grow, as a valiant Race that would never turn their Backs. 


Their manner of fighting was hand ta Rand, without quittipg 


their Javelins (in the way of our Fike- wen.) Plutarch tells 


us this in the Life of Theſeus, and cites, to ſtrebgthen the 
Authority 


7 911791 
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167 
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Authority of Homer, ſome e Verſes. of GEE cc ad Ke | 
Effect. Eobauus Heſſus hd tranſlated Homer into Latin 
Verſe, was therefore miſtaken in his Verſion of this Paſſagg * 


0 rf Ny 1 iſ 8 b 
Præcipue Faculatores, haftamque periti 
Vibrare, & longis tontingere pectora telis. 
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VERSE 71. Eager hf bil Poli Man 10 N Man be flick. 
The Figure | Masta makes in this Place 15 Ematkall at 
ſtinguiſh'd from the relt, and ſufficient to ſhew his Obe in 
the War Was perſonal, while the others acted only fot In- 
tereſt or Glory in general. No Leader in all the Liſt is re- 
preſented thus eager and paſſionate; he] is louder than them 


FPY 121 J TJ 15 987 2 A 


all in his Exhortations ; more active in running among the 
Troops ; and inſpirited with the Thoug hts of Reye: „ which 
he till encreaſes with the ſecret e of, 2 Re- 
pentance. This Behaviour is finely imagin'd,_ 

The Epithet Body dyalls Which is 4 d in Al and other 
Places to Menelaus, and which literally ſignifies hud. woiced, 
is made by the Commentators to mean valiant, and tranſlated 
bello firenuus. The reaſon given by Eufathius is, that a 
loud Voice is a Mark of Strength, the uſual Effect of Fear 
being to cut ſhort the Reſpiration. I own this ſeems to be 
forc d, and rather believe it was one of thoſe Kind of Sir- 
Names given from ſome diſtinguiſbing Quality of the Perſon 
(as that of a loud Voice might belong to Menelaws) which 
Monſ. Baileau mentions in his ninth Reflection upon Long inus; 
in the ſame manner as ſome of our Kings were called Edward 
Long ſhanks,, V illiam Rufus, &c. But however it be, the Epi- 
thet taken in the literal Senſe has a Beauty i in this Verſe from 
the C rcumſtance Menelaus i is deſcribed 1 in, which determined 
the T. anſlator to wy it. | 
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Obſervations on the Secaud Book. 


VIA 746. Mew to all the es of the Main.] The 
Arcadians being an Inland People were unalil Ed in Navigation; 
for which . Aamemnon furniſh'd them with Shipping. 
From hence, and from the laſt Line of the Deſetiption of 
the » where he is ſaid to preſide over many Iflands, 


Thucydides takes occaſion to e that the Power ol Ae 
perior to the reſt of the Princes of Greece, on 


Mmemnon was fu 


account of his Naval Forces, which had tender d him Maſter 
of the Sea. Thucyd. lib. 1. 


VERSE 815. Three Ships with Nireus.] This Leader is no 
where mention d but in theſe Lines, and is an Exception to 
the Obſervation of Macrobius that all the Perſons of the Ca- 
talogue make their Appearance afterwards in the Poem. 
Homer himfelf gives us the reaſon, becauſe Nirew had but a 
fmall Share of Worth and Valour ; his Quality only gave 
him a Privilege to be nam'd: Men. The Poet has 
cauſed him to be remember d no leſ than Abillas or Ulyſſes, 
but yet in no better manner than he deſerv'd, whoſe only 
Qualification was his Beauty: Tis by a bare Repr ) of 
his Name three- times, which juſt leaves ſome Impreſſion ol 
him on the Mind of the Readert Many others, of as tris 
vial Memory as Njrews, have been preſeru' d by Poets from 
Oblivion; but few Poets have ever done this Favour to Want 
of Merit with ſo much Judgment. Demetrius Phalereus wwe 
'Equmeizs, Seck. 61. takes notice of this beautiful Repetition, 
which in a juſt, Deference to ſo gene! 1 e is here 22 
bew i in the Tranflation: | * 
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Obſervations on the Second Book. 


xXXXI. N 


VERSE 871. De Grace and Glory of the beauteous Nind.] 
He gives Aceſtis this Elogy of the Glory of her Sex, for her 
conjugal Piety, who dy'd to preſerve the Life of her Huſ- 
band Admetus. Euripides has a Tragedy on this Subject, 
which abounds in the moſt maſterly Strokes of Tenderneſs: 
In particular the firſt Act, which contains the Deſcription of 
her Preparation for Death, and of her Behaviour in it, can ne- 
ver be enough admired. 


XXXIII. 


VERSE 906. In twenty Ships the bold Perrhæbians came.] 
F cannot tell whether it be worth obſerving that, except 
Ogilly, T have not met with one Tranſlator who has exact- 
ly preſerv'd the Number of the Ships: Chapman puts eigh- 
teen under Eumelus inſtead of eleven. Hobbes but twenty un- 
der Aſcalaphus and Ialmen inſtead of thirty, and but thirty 
under Menelaus inſtead of ſixty. Falterie (the former French 
Tranſlator) has given Agapenor forty for ſixty, and Meſtor 
forty. for ninety. Madam Dacier gives Veftor but eighty, 
I muſt confeſs this Tranſlation not to have been quite ſo exact 
as Ogilby's, having cut off one from the Number of Eumelus's 
Ships, and two from thoſe of Guneus: Eleven and two and 
#wenty would ſound but oddly in Eugliſh Verſe, and a Poem 
contracts a Littleneſs by inſiſting on ſuch trivial Niceties. 


XXXIV. 


Viss B 925. Or rein d the nobleft. Steeds.] This coupling 
together the Men and Horſes ſeems odd enough, but Homer 
every where treats theſe noble Animals with remarkable Re- 


gard. We need not wonder at this Enquiry, which were the 


, beſt 
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Obſervations on the Second Boo 


beſt Horſes? from him, who makes his Horſes of heavenly 
Extraction as well as his Heroes, who Thakes his Warriours 


addreſs them with Speeches and excites them by all thoſe Mo- 
tives which affect a human Breaſt, who deſcribes them ſhed- 


ding Tears of Sorrow, and even capable of Voice and Pro- 


phecy: In moſt of 8 Points Virgil has not ſcrupled to 


imitate him. 
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vi Ks E 939. Fr Mere 1 0 The Aae in theſe 1155 
of the Amuſements of the Myrmidont, while Achilles detain'd 
them from the Fight, has an Lewe Propriety in it. Tho 
they are not in Action, their very Diverſions are Military, 
and a kind of Exerciſe of Arms. The cover'd Chariots and 
feeding Horſes, make a natural Part of the Picture; and no- 
thing is finer than the manly Concern of the Captains, who 
as they are ſuppos d more ſenſible of Glory than the Soldiers, 
take no ſhare in their Diverſions, but wander ſortowfully 
round the Camp, and lament theit being kept from the Battel. 
This difference betwixt the Soldienband the Leaders (as Da- 
cier obſerves) is a Decorum of the higheſt Beauty. Milton 
has admirably imitated this in the Deſcription he gives in his 
ſecond Book of the Diverſions of the Angels: SA hd — Ab- 
ſence of Lucifer, 210 | 

Part on the Preny or in the ** 1 

Upon the Wing, or in ſwift Race contend ; 

Part curb their fiery Steeds, or ſhun the Gat .- 

With rapid Wheels, or fronted Brigades fs. a * 
But LAW N and djciculy rY he raiſed. the nge in 


proportion to the Nature ef thoſe more exalted Beings, in 
that which follows. A or 1 Win wt: SLY | T 


Hd wt HE I Eon IE 44 64 a 184 . 
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Others with va Typhaan Rage more fell 1 
Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In Whirlwind; Hell ſcarce holds the wild Uproar., 


XXXVI. 


VERSE 950. A when angry Jove.] The Compariſon pre- 
ceding this, of a Fire which runs thro' the Corn and blazes 
to Heaven, had expreſt at once the dazling of their Arms 
and the Swiftnefs of their March. After which Homer ha- 
ring mention'd the Sound of their Feet, ſuperadds another 
Simile, which comprehends both the Ideas of the Brightneſs 
and the Noiſe: for here (ſays Euſtatbius) the Earth appears 
to burn and groan at the fame time. Indeed the firſt of theſe 
Similes is ſo full and ſo noble, that it ſcarce ſeem'd poſſible 
to be exceeded by any Image drawn, from Nature. But Ho- 
aer to raiſe it yet higher, has gone into the Marvellous, gi- 
ven a prodigious and ſupernatural Proſpect, and brought 
down Jupiter himſelf, array d in all his Terrors, to diſcharge 
his Lightnings and Thunders on Bpbæus. The Poet breaks 
out into this Deſcription with an Air of Enthufiaſm, which 


greatly heightens the Image in general, while it ſeems to 


tranſport him beyond the Limits of an exact Compariſon. 
And this daring manner is particular to our Author above alt 
the Ancients, and to Milton above all the Moderns. 


XXXVII. 


VERSEB T1012. From Practius Stream, Percote's Paſture 
Lands.) Homer does not expreſly mention Practius as a Ri- 
ver, but Strabo, lib. 1 3. tells us it is to be underſtood fo in 
this Paſſage. The Appellative of Paſture Lands to Percote is 


juſtify'd in the 187 Iliad, V. 646. where Melannippus the Son 
of Hicetaon is ſaid to feed his Oxen in that Place, | 


XXXVIII. 
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Authority of this Piece. Euſtatbius has collected 


becauſe 2 had rank d it _— the Towns belonging to 
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fn wg 1097. An: 1 . all 11 acighs ring * 
Rall] Accotding to the common Reading this Verſe ſhould 
be tranſlated,” Axius bt diffuſes bis beautiful Waters over the - 
Land. But we are aſſured by Strabs that Axius was a muddy 
River, and that the Ancients underſtovd; it thus, Axius that ' 
receives imo it ſeveral beautiful Rivers. The Criticiſm lies 
in the laſt word of the Verſe; Ale, which $:rabo reads Alas, : 
and interprets of the River a, whoſe Waters were pour d 


— Os 


into Axius. However Homer dan this River agreeable 


to the vulgar reading in II. 21. V. 158. Al, z. acer e wow” 
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F we 46k upon this Piece with an Eye to ancient Learn- 
ing, it may be obſerv'd that however fabulous the other 
Parts of "Homer's Poem may be. acccording) to the Nature of 


Epic Poetry; this Account of the People, Princes, and Coun- 


tries is purely Hiſtorical, founded on the real Tranſactions 


of thoſe Times, and by far che moſt valuable Piece of Hiſto- 
ry and Geography left us concernihg,: 


the State of Greece in 
that early Period. Greece Was then divided into ſeveral Dy- - 
2 which our Author has enumerated under their re- 
ctive Princes; and his Divifion was look d upon ſo exact, 
at we are told of many Controverſies concerning the Boum 
ale of Græcian Cities, which have been decided upon the 
together 
the following Inſtances. The City of Culydon was adjudg d 
to the /Erolians notwithſtanding the Pretenſions of Zola, 


the 


Obſervations on tbe Jecand Book.” 


the former. Seſtos was given to thoſe of Mydos, upon the 
Plea that he had ſaid, the Abydonians were Foſteſſor of Se ſtos, 
Abydos, and Aricbe When the Mileſians and People of 
Prien diſputed their Claim to Mycale, a Verſe of Homer 
arry'd it in favour of the Miljans.' And the Artheriitins 
were put in Poſſeſſion of Salamis by another which was eited 
by Solon, or fas fome' think) interpolated by him for” that 
Purpoſe. "Nay in ſo high Eſtimation has this Catalogue been 
Held, that fas Pope has written) there have been Laws 
2 (ONE Nations for the Youth to learn it by heart, and par- 
tieulaily Cerdias (whom Cuperus de  Apopth. Homer. takel t5 
be Cercydas, a Law-giver of the een, made it one 
to his Countrymen. | | 
But if we conſider the Catalogue purely as beeddeah it wil 
not want its Beauties in that Light. Rapin, who was none of 
the moſt ſuperſtitious Admirers of our Author, reckons. it 
among thoſe Parts which had particularly icharm'd him. We 
may eres firſt, what an Air of Probability is ſpread over 
the whole Poem by the particularizing of every Nation and 
People concern'd in this War. Secondly, what an entertain- 
ing Scene he preſents to us, of ſo mary Countries drawn in 
their livelieſt and moſt natural Colours, While we wander 
along with him amidſt a beautiful Variety of Towns, Ha- 
vens, Foreſts, Vineyards, Groves, Mountains, and Rivers, 
and are perpetually amus'd with his Obſervations on the dif- 
ferent Soils, Products, Situations, or Proſpects. Thirdhh, 
- what a noble Review: he paſſes before us of. ſo mighty an Ar- 
my, drawn out in order Troop by Troop; which had the 
Number only been told in the Groſs, had never fill'd the 
Reader with ſo great a Notion of the Importance of the 
Action. Fourthly, the Deſcription of the differing Arms and 
manner of fighting of the Soldiers, and the various Attitudes 
he has given to the Commanders: Of theſe Leaders, the 
greateſt Part are either the immediate Sons of Gods, or the 
Deſcendants of Gods; and how great an Idea muſt we have 


of 
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of a War, to the waging. of which ſo many Demi-Gods and 
Heroes are aſſembled ? Fifthly, the ſeveral artful Compli- 
ments he paid by this means to his on Country in general, 
and many of his Contempo Yraries in particular, by a Celebra- 
tion of the Genealogies, ancient Seats, and Dominions of 
the great Men of his Ti ime. Sixthly, the agrecable Mixture of 
Narrations from Paſſages of Hiſtory, or Fables, with which he 
amuſes and relieves us at proper intervals. And laſtly, the 
admirable Judgment wherewith he introduces this whole Ca- 
talogue, juſt at a Time when the Poſture of Affairs in the 
Army render'd ſuch a Review of abſolute Neceſſity to the 
Greels; and in a Pauſe of Action, while each was Werber 
himſelf to prepare for the enſuing Battels. 


Macrobius in bis Saturnalia, lib. 5. cab. 1 185 oa given us a 


judicious Piece of Criticiſm, in the Compariſon betwixt the 
Catalogues of Homer and of Virgil, in which he juſtly allows 
the Preference to our Author — the following Reaſons. Ha- 


mer (fays he) has begun his Deſcription, from, the. moſt. no- 


13 


was the narroweſt Paſſage to 1 Fro rom. \ thence wah. a 
regular Progreſs he deſeribes either the maritime or mediter- 
ranean Towns as their Situations are contiguous:, he never paſ- 
ſes with ſudden Leaps from Place to Place, omitting, thoſe 


which lie between; but progesging, like a; Traveller in the 
way he has begun, conſtantly: 


gil on the contrary has obſery dino Order in the, Region de- 
ſerib d in his Catalogue, J. 19. but is perpetually breaking 
from the Courſe of the Country ia a looſe, and deſultory 


manner. You have Clufium and Coſeæ at the beginning, next 


Populonia and Ila, then Piſa, high lie at a vaſt diſtance i in 


Etruria; and immediately aſter Creta, We, and Graviſcæ, 
Places adjacent to Rome: From hence h e js ſnarch'd d to Li- 
Luria, then to Mantua. The ſame. Negligence. is obſervable 

in his Enumeration of the Aids that follow'd Turnus i in . 


20 5 Macrobius 


returns to the Place from whence | 


he digreſs'd, till he finiſhes the whole Circle he, defign'd. Vir- 


175 
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Macrobius next remarks, that whatever Perſons are nam d by 
Homer in his Catalogue, are afterwards introduc'd in his Bat- 
tels, and whenever any others are kill'd, he mentions only 
a Multitude in general. Whereas Virgil (he continues) has 
ſpar'd himſelf the Labour of that Exactneſs; For not only 
ſeveral whom he mentions in the Lift are never heard of in 
the War, but others make a Figure in the War of whom we 
had no notice in the Lift. For Example, he fpecifies' a 
thouſand Men under en who came from Cligſium, I. ro: 
V. 167. Turnus ſoon afterwards is in the Ship which had 
.carry'd King Ofinius from the ſame Place, Z 10. V. 65s. 
This Ofinius was never nam'd before, nor is it probable a 
King ſhould ſerve under Mafficus. Nor indeed does either 
Maſſicus or Ofinius ever make their Appearance in the Bat- 
tels----He proceeds to inſtance ſeveral others, who tho' cele- 
brated for Heroes in the Catalogue, have no farther notice 
taken of them throughout the Poem. In the third Place he 
animadverts upon the Confuſion of the fame Names in Virgil: 
As where Corinæus in the ninth Book is kill'd by Has, V. 
571. and Corinæus in the twelfth kills Ehzu/us, V. 298. 
Numa is flain by MWiſus, I. 9. V. 554. and Afneas is aſter- 
wards in purſuit of Numa, I. 10. V. 562. Aneas kills Camertes 
in the tenth Book, V. 562. and Jutunna afſumes his Shape 
in the twelfth, V. 224. He obſerves the fame Obſcurity in 
his Patronymics. There is Palinurus Tafides, and Tapix Ta- 
 figes, Hippocoon Hyrtacides, and Afylas Hyrtacides. On the 
contrary, the Caution of Homer is remarkable, who having 
two of the Name of Ajax is conſtantly careful to diſtinguifh 
them by Oileus or Telamonius, the leſſer or the greater 

ax. . ee 
2 know nothing to be alledg'd in Defence of Virgil in 
anſwer to this Author, but the common Excafe that his Rut 
was left unfiniſh'd.* And upon the whole, theſe are ſuch tri- 
vial Slips as great Wits may paſs over, and little Criticks re- 


But 
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But Macrobius has another Remark which one may aceuſe 
of evident Partiality on the ſide of Hamer. He blames Vir- 
gil for having vary d the Expreſſion in his Catalog ue to avoid 
the Repetition of the ſame Words, and N. the bare and 
unadorn'd Reiterations of Homer; who begins almoſt every 
Article the ſame way, and ends perpetually, Minas vice bref,, 
Sec. Perhaps the beſt reaſon to be given for this, had been 
the artleſs Manner of the firſt Times, when ſuch Repetitions 
were not thought ungraceful. This may appear from ſeve- 
ral of the like Nature in the Scripture; as in the twenty ſixth 
Chapter of Numbers, where the I ribes.of I/rael are enume 
rated in tbe Plains of Moab, and each Diviſion recounted in 
the ſame Words. 80 in the ſeventh Chapter of the Reuela - 
tions : Of the Tribe ef Gad were ſealed twelve thouſand,” c.. 
But the Words of Macrobius are Has copias fortaſſe putat aliquis- 
Divine illi femplici tati preferendas. © Se neſcio quo modo Ho- 
merum repetitio illa unice decet, &. eft genio antiqui Poetæ 
digna. This is exactly in the Spirit, and almoſt in the Cant of 
a true modern Critick. The Simplicizas, the IVeſcio quo modo, 
the Genio antigui Poetæ digna, are excellent general Phraſes 
for thoſe who have no Reaſons. Simplicity is our Word of 
Diſguiſe for a ſhameful unpoetical Neglect of Expreſſion: 
The Term of the 7e ne ſcay quoy is the very Support of all 
ignorant Pretenders to Delicacy; and to lift up our Eyes, 
and talk of the Genius of an Ancient, is at once the cheapeſt 
way of ſhewing our own Taſte, and the ſhorteſt way of cri- 
ticizing the Wit of others our Contemporaries. eM is is 

One may add to the: foregoing Com of cheſe two 
Authors, Roden Reaſons for the Length of Homer's, and the 
Shortneſs.of /; irgil s Catalogues. As, that Homer might have 
a Defiga to ſettle the Ge — of his Country, — be- 
ing no Deſcription of Greece before his Days; which was not 
the Caſe with Virgil. Homer's Concern was to compliment 
Greece at a time — it was divided into many Viſtin& States, 
each of which might 8 a Place in his er. But 

1 when 
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when all Jraly was ſwallow'd up in the ſole Dominion ol Nome, 
Virgil had only Rome to celebrate. Homer had a numerous 
Army, and was to deſcribe an important War with great and 


various Events; whereas Virgil 's Sphere was much more con 
fined. The Ships of the Greeks are computed at about one 
thouſand two hundred, thoſe of Æneas and his Aids but at 


two and forty; and as the Time of the Action of both Poems 


is the ſame, we may ſuppoſe the Built of their Ships, and 
the Number of Men they contain'd, to be much alike. 80 
that if the Army of Homer amounts to about a hundred thou- 


ſand Men, that of Irgil cannot be above four thouſand. - If, 


any one be farther curious to know upon what this Com 


tation is founded, he may ſee it in the following Paſſage uf: „ 


Thucidydes, lib. 1. * Homer's Fleet (ſays he) conſiſted of 
« one thouſand two hundred Veſſels: thoſe of the Bzotians 
« carry'd one hundred and twenty Men in each, and thoſe 


« of Pphiloctetes fifty. By theſe I ſuppole Homer expreſt the 


« largeſt and the malle dire of Ships, and therefore men- 
tions no other ſort. But he tells us of thoſe who ſaild 


„ 


« 


* 


with Ppiloctetes, that they ſerv'd both as Mariners and Sol- 
« diers, in ſaying the Rowers were all of them Archers. 


« From hence the whole Number will be ſeen, if we eſtimate 


c the Ships at a Medium between the greateſt and the leaſt,” 
That is to ſay, at eighty five Men to ach Veſſel (which is the 
Mean between fifty and a hundred and twenty) the Total comes 
to a hundred and two thouſand Men. Plutarch was therefore 
in a Miſtake when he computed: the Men at a hundred and 
twenty thouſand, which-proceeded from his ſuppoſing a hun- 
dred and twenty in every Ship; the contrary to which ap- 
pears from the above-mention'd Ships of  PhiloFetes, as well 
as from thoſe of Achilles, which are ſaid to er bad fifty 


Men a: piece, in the ſixteenth Liad, V. 167. 


Beſides irgil s Imitation of this Catalo ogue, BT NT asd 
been n any Epic Writer but has copy d aſtenit it; which is atleaſt 
a 1 9 er aba this Part has been ever eſteem! d by the 
fineſt 
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fineſt Genius's in all Ages. The Catalogues in the ancient 
Poets are genera | 
Pbocian and Bæœotian Towns in the fourth” Thebaid of Sn 
tius are tranſlated! ſrom hence.” Of the Moderns, theſe which 
moſt excel, owe their Beauty to the Imitation of ſome fingle 
Particular only of Homer. Thus the chief Grace of Taſſos 
Catalogue confiſts in the Deſcription of the Heroes, without any 
thing remarkable on the ſide of the Countries: Of the Pieces 
of Story he has interwoven,” that of , Tanrred's Amour to Clo- 
rinda is ill placed, and evidently too long for the reſt. Spen- 
cer's Enumeration of the Britiſb and Iriſh Rivers in the ele- 
venth Canto of his fourth Book, is one of- the nobleſt in the 
World; if we conſider his Subject was more confined; and ean 
excuſe his not obſerving the Order! o Coutſe of the Country; 
but his Variety of Deſcription, and Pruitfulneſs of Imagination 
are no where more admirable than in that Part. Milion's Lift 
of the fallen Angels in his firſt Book is an exact Imitation of 
Homer, as far as regards the Digreſſions of Hiſtory and An- 
tiquities, and his manner of inſerting them: In alt elſe I be- 
lieve it muſt be allow'd inferior. And indeed what Macro- 
bius has ſaid to caſt Virgil below Homer, will fall much more 
ſtrongly upon all the reſt. U mob 


= 


F had ſome cauſe to fear that this Catalogue which contri- 


buted ſo much to the Succeſs of the Author, ſhould ruin that 


of the Tranſlator, A meer heap of proper Names tho' but 
for a few Lines together, could afford little Entertainment to 
an Engliſh Reader, who probably could not be appriz d ei- 
ther oF the Neceſſity or Beauty of this Part of the Poem. 
There were but two thi 


ngs to be done to 


ſical, and to make the whole appear as much a Landſcape or 
Piece of Painting as poſſible. Fer both of theſe I had the 
Example of Homer in general; and Virgil, who found the 


Neceſſity in another Age to, give more into Deſcription, 


ſeem'd to authoriſe the latter in particular. Dionyſius of Ha- 


ty known, only 1 muſt take notice that the 
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pleaſe him; to render the Verſification very flowing and mu- 
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licarnaſſus in his Diſcourſe of the StruZure and Diſpoſition 
of Words, profeſſes to admire nothing more than that -har- 
monious Exactneſs with which Homer has placed theſe 


Words, and ſoſten'd the Syllables into each other, ſo as to 


derive Muſick from a Croud of Names which have in them- 
ſelves no Beauty or Dignity. I would flatter myſelf that I 
have practis d this not unſucceſsfully in our Language, which 
is more ſuſceptible of all the Variety and Power of Numbers 
than any of the modern, and ſecond. to none but the Greek 
and Roman. For the latter Point, I have ventured to open 
the Proſpect a little, by the addition of a few Epithets or ſhort 
Hints of Deſcription to ſome of the Places mention'd ; tho 
ſeldom exceeding the Compaſs of half a Verſe (the Space to 
which my Author himſelf generally confines theſe Pictures in 
Miniature.) But this has never been done without the beſt 
Authorities from the Ancients, which may be ſeen under the 
reſpective Names in the Geographical Table following. 

The Table itſelf I thought but neceſſary to annex to the 
Map, as my Warrant for the Situations aſſign'd in it to ſeve- 
ral of the Towns. For in whatever Maps I have ſeen to this 
Purpoſe, many of the Places are omitted, or elſe ſet down at 
random. Sophianus and Gerbelius have lobour'd to ſettle the 
Geography of old Greece, many of whoſe Miſtakes were rec- 
tify'd by Laurenburgius. Theſe however deſerv'd a greater 


Commendation than thoſe who ſucceeded them ; and parti- 


cularly San/on's Map 3 to Du Pin's Bibliotbeque Hiſto- 
e 


rique is miſerably defective both in Omiſſions and falſe Pla- 


cings; which I am obliged to mention, as it pretends to be 


deſign'd expreſly for this Catalogue of Homer. I am per- 
ſuaded the greater Part of my Readers will have no Curioſity 


this way, however they may allow me the Endeavour of gra- 


tifying thoſe few who have: The reſt are at liberty to paſs 
the two or three following Leaves unread. ; 
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as Placed in this Map. 


BOE O TIA, ander fr ve 122 * ; Peneleus, Ge. containing, 


oppoſite to Chalcis, where the Paſ- 
 fage fo Eubea is narroweſt.  Strabo 
lib. 
Eteon, . deſcribes it a Hilly Country, 
and Statius after bim dam Jugis Ete- 
enen iniquis, © Theb. 7. 
trie, a Town and Lake of the ſame 
Name, belonging to the Territory of Tana- 
gra or Græa. Strab. 1. 9: 
Schenus, it lay in the Road between The- 
bes and Anthedon, 50 Stadia from Thebes. 
Strab. ibid. : 3 
Scolos, aTown under Mount Cytbæron. id. 


- Theſpia, near Haliartus under Mount Heli- 
con, Pauſ. Boot. near the Corinthian Bay. 
Strab. J. 9. 


Græa, the ſame hd Nen 30 Stadia 


from Aulis, on the Eubœan Sea; by this Place 


the River Aſopus falls into that Sea. 574. 
Mycaleſſus, between Thebes and Chalcis. 
Pan. 
J. 9. famous for its Pine-trees, 
ris Mycaleſſus in agris. Statins, J. 7. | 
Harma, cloſe by Mycaleſſus. Strab. J 9. 


This Town as well as the former lay near 


the Road from Thebes to Chalcis. Pauſ. Bæœor. 
It was here that Amphiaraus was ſwallow'd 
by the Earth in his Chariot, from whence it 
receiv'd its Name, Strab. Bu.” * 


Tlefion, it was ſituate in the Fens near He · 


leon and Hyle, not far from Tanagra, Theſe 
ſeated (EGO, Palus.) Strab. J. . 

Erythre, in the his 
Platea, Thucyd. I. 3.---dites Pecorum cemi- 
tantur E ike. Stat. Theb, 

Peteon, in the way from 1 to Anthe- 
don. Strab. l. 9. 

Ocalea, in the mid-way betwist Haliartus 
and Alalcomenes. Mid. 


A ULIS, a Haven on the Eubeirr Sea 


Bæœot. near Tanagra or Græa. Strab. 
=---Pinige= 


fines of Attica near 


Medeon," near Oncheflus. Ibid. 
Cope, a Town on the Lake Copais, by the 
River Cephiſus, next Orchomenus. Ibid. 
Eutrefis, a ſmall Town of the Theſpians 
near Thisbe. Ibid. 
Thiche, under Mount Helicon. Pau. Bœor. 
Coronea, ſeated on the Cephiſus where it 
falls into*the Lake Copais. Fra. J. 9. 
Haljartus, on the fame Lake, Strab. ibid. 
bordering on Coronca and Platæa. Pauſ. Bœot. 
Platæa, between Citbæron and Thebes, di- 
vided” from the latter by the River . 
= 


Strab. J. 9 Firide 20 Platæas. Stat. 
Gliſſa, in the of Thebes, abound- 
Glijanta Ccolentes. 


ing with Vines, © "Bace 
Stat. Th. 
hebe, fituate between the Rivers Ifmenus 
and Aſopus. Strab. I. 9. 
Orbe fu, on the Lake Cepars. The Grove 
conſecrated to / in this Place, and ce- 
lebrated by Homer, together with a Temple 
and Statue of that God, were ſhewn in the 
Time of Pauſanias. Vide. Bat. 


Arne, (cated on the ſame Lake, famous 
for Vines. Strab. Hom. | 
Bid. 


- dea, on the ſame Lake. 
Statium) or accord- 


Niſſa or Mya bs 
ing to 0 18 near Authedan. 
Autbeden, a City on the Sea- ſide 


ſite 


to Eubœa, go utmoſt on the Shore towards 
Locris. 


thedon 
three Places took their Name from being fo - 


Strab. I. 
Statius, 
_ Aſdledon, 20 Stadia From Orchomenus Strab. 


. 9. 
Dbintins 10 the Plains abown it, being 


5 Teque altma tractu An- 


the moſt ſpacious of alf in Beotia, (Plu- 
tarch in vit. Hl, circa medium.) 


Humer diſtinguiſhes theſe two laſt from the 


reſt of Beetle. They an by 
We and Jolmen. n | 
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chere, the ſame with Hntiqriha accar- to Ove we juſt by 135 (4 3 
ding to ini amf i 


auſanias, on the Bay of Corinth, 


. Pytho, adjoining to Parnaſſus: ſame think 


it the ſame with Delphi. Pauſan. -Phootc. 


Criſſa, a 8ea - Town on the Bay of Corinth 


near We of Strab. 1. q. 
7 Ibid. 


id. 
Herbe 


Anemoria, Jen 
* 


TLilæa, at the Head K the ne Ce bor, 
Daulis, upon the Cephiſus at the Foot of juſt on the Edge of Phocis. Had. — 


lentemque Lilæam Cephiſſi glaciale caput. 


A upon the ſame Ne, 2 tius, 4 . 


LOCRIS, ai Ajax Ollas, au „ i 
Gs, a maritime Town towards Eubeo. mopylæ, ten Stadia from. the Sea Lid. 


Strab. I. . 


Opus, a Locrian City, 15 Stadia from the 


Sea, adjacent to Panopea in Phacis. bid. 


Calliarus. 


Beſſa, ſo called from being cover'd with and runs into the Bay of OEta, between, Cy * 


Shrubs. Strab. 1. . 


Hcarphe ſeated between Thronium and , "oy 


, 


4 


Augiæ. 


Tarphe. 


Dypbrunius, on che Melian Ba Y Strab: bs. 


| Boogrius, a River that paſſes by Throngus, 


nus and Scarphe. Ibid. 
All theſe oppoſite to the Ile of Bause. | 


E UB OE A, under Elphenor, cantaining. 


Chaicis, the City neareſt to the Continent 
of Greece, juſt oppokte to Aulis in Beotia. 


Strab. I. 10. 


Eretria, between Chaleis and Gereſtus. Bid. 
Hiſtiza, a Town with Vineyards over a- 


gainſt Theſſaly. Hered, J. 7, 


Cerintbus, on the Sea-ſhore, Hom. near 


the River Budaras. | Strab. J. 10. ny 


Dia, ſeated: hi Hom, naar fies. 
Strab. d. ) oo 20 a 


8 


Caryftos, a City at the Foot of the Moun- 


tain Ocha. Strab. ibid. between E retrig and 
Gereſtus. Ptolam. I. 3 


n, a Town _ Cory Stra, ahh 


ATHENS, under Meneſtheus. 


The Ie of SALAMI S, under Ajax Telamon. 


PELOPO NNESUS, the Eaft Part divided into Argia and Mycens 
under Aga ene contains, 


Argos, 40 Stades from the Sea, Pauſ. Corin. 
Tyrinthe, between Argos and Epidaurus. Lid. 
Three Cities lying in this Or- 
der on the Bay of Hermione. 


Aſinen, Strab. I. 8. Pau Corinth. Træ- 
Hermion, J zene was ſeated high, and A/ine 
_ Trexzene, 


| a RockyiCoaſt.---Alta 
+ zene. Ovid. Faſt. 2. Sor 4 A- 
| fine cautes. 

Some was on the Sea fide, ſor Strabo tells 
us the People of Mycene made it a Station for 
their Ships. Lib. 8. 

Epidaurus, a Town and little Ifland adjoin- 
ing in the inner Part of the Saronic Bay. Strab. 


J. 8. It was fruitful in Vines in Homer's Time. 


The Ifte of Ægina, over againſt Epidaurus. 
Maſeta belongs to the Argolic Shore accord- 
ing to Strabo, who obſerves that Homer names 


it not in the exact Order, placin it with 
Aging, Strab. 1 8. , 5 


MycENæ, between Cleone and Ages. Str, 
Pauſan. 


Corinth, near the TAhmus. 


leona, between Argos and C orinth. Pau. 
Corinth. 


Ornia, on the Borders of $; cyonia.. Did. 
Arethyria, the ſame with Phliafis, at the 


Source of the Achaian A opus, Strab. J. 8. 


Szcyon, (anciently the ingdom of Adraſtus ) 


| betwixt Corinth and Achaia. Pauſ. Corinth. 


Hyperefia, the ſame with Ægira, ſays Pau- 


ſan. Achaic, ſeated betwixt Pellene and Helice. | 

Strab. I. 8. oppoſite to Parnaſſus. Polyb. J. 4. 
Gonoeſſa, Homer deſcribes it ſituate very _ 

high, and Seneca Treas. Cares nunquam Go- 


7 Pellene, 


noeſſa Vento,” 


both the ſame accordigg to 
Strabo. _ CTY "= 
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this ſtood the Tomb of Apytis, That Mo- 
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Pellene, — on 1 Fi. . Sicyon lies Prline line, Ge. then 

60 Stadia from the Sea. Pauſ. Arcad. cceleGe. lice, and next to Helice, M- 
brated anciently for its Wool. Crab. J. 8. xium, Cgium. Strab. 1. 8. Helice lies on 

TT * | | Helice, Sea-fide, 40 Stadia from #- 
4 Ir — um. 9 


rhe 1 Par of PELOPONNESUS. boat into OY mar: 
"wn 5 Mole Arcadia, and Elis. 


|. LACONIA, onde Menclaus, containing e, — 


28 ao tu 


— 


* * 


Sparta, the capital City, on the River Be- rn 208tades Bon 
rotas. Sea. Pol. I. 4. under the 

| Phares, on the Bay of Macs. Strab. l. 8. tut. Strab, 65 #53 A nnen eee 

Meſſa, Strabo thinks this a Contraction of Holes, on the Se. Ude. om. upon the 
Meſſena, and Statins in his Imitation of this River ene. Strab. ibid. | 
Catalogue, lib. 4. calls it fo. f Laas, - 

Bryſia, under Mount Taygetus. Pak: Lane 1 OEwlss, — che Promontory of Ter e 

Augiæ, the fame with Ægiæ in the Opinion Pea, La. rode abel 
of Pauſanias (Lacomers) 30 Sadi from. Gy | a * 21 (A207 ngo ns 
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graue, Tore 


o * 
IN W ie Sal 


NM ESSEN IA, ander Neſtor, containing, 


Pylos, the city vr N. tor on "the Sea- he | Opariſe, 0 on the Borders of * and 
Arene, ſeated near the Bier.  Minyeius . Het 4 
auf, Meſſe. 


. 
4. * 
ww 6 


Hom. II. I I. Strab. J. 8. 


Thryon, on the River Alph rut, the fame 3 ee Stat. 
M Homer elſewhere calls nee. Strab. Th. 4. near the former. So: alſo,  Preleon, 
ibid. which was built by a Colony from Nen 

py, the ancient Geographers differ out in . ern 8... > 
the Situation of this Town, but agree to place 5, near the River Alþheus. "Bid. E 


it near the Sea. Vide Strab, I. B.n-=oSremmis Dori Moun near the Sea. 
ingeſlum montibus Apy. Stat. . 4 Did. 0 TEA % on 


ARCA DI A, under Agapenor, en . 


The Mountain Cyllene, the higheſt of Pe- 


Fheſe three, Strabo tells us, are 
laponneſus, on the Borders of Achaia and Irr- ea ot to be found, nor their Situa- 


cadia, near Pheneus. Pauſ. Arcad. Under „ Mon affign'd. Lib. 8. prope fin. 
Enie ſtood high, as appears from 
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Hyrſinus, on the Sea-lde 70 Stades from 
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The ISLES over againſi the 


Acarnania. 


Echinaes and Dulichium, under Mas 

The Cephalenians under Ulyſſes, being thoſe 
from Samos N the ſame with Cephalenia) from 
Zacynthus, - reqlia, Agilipa, Neritus, and 
Ithaca. This laſt is generally ſuppos'd to be 
the largeſt of theſe INands on the Eaft fide of 
Cephalenia, and next to it; but that i is, ac- 
cording to Wheeler, 40 ſtaſian Miles in Cir- 
cumference, whereas Strabo gives Ithaca but 
| 80 Stadia about. K was rather one of the 


. — Elia, | A, or 
leſſer I i the Moat of the 4: 
chelous, © 


Homer adds to theſe Places under the Do- 
minion of | Epirus and the oppoſite Con- 
tinent, by w as M. Dacier obſerves) 
cannot- be Large ra properly ſo calPd, 
which was never ſubje& to Uly/es, but only 


the Sea-coaſt of Acarnania oppolite to the 


lands, 


The Continent of ACARNANIA and A TOLIA, unde Thoas. 


8 ſeated between Chalcis, and Cahy- mn en but more in PAPA Strab. L 10. 
| don, by the Sea-ſhore upon the River Evenus, Chalcis, a Sea Town. Hom. ſituate on the 
| Weft 7 Chalcis. Strab. I. 10. Eaſt ſide of the Evenus. Strab. ibid. There 
Olenos, lying above Cahdon, with the Eve- was another Chalc:s at the Head of the Eve- 
nus on the Eaſt of it. Ibid. nus cal d by Strabe Hmppo-Chalcis. N 
Pylene, the ſame with Proſchion, not far Cahdon, on the Evenus alſo, id. 


The Ie f CRE I E, under Idomeneus, containing, 
Vnoſſus, ſeated in the Plain between Tyerus the Sea, under Gortyna. Strab. ibid. It lay 
andGortyna, 120Stad. from Ly2us.Strab. l. 10. on the River Fardan, as appears by Homer's 
'  Gortyna, goStad. from the African Sea. Mid. * of it in the chird Book of the 
Ly#us, 80 Stad. from the ſame Sea. Did. O | 
Miletus, 8 
Pheſluz, 60 Stad. from Gortyna, 20 from Rhytium, under Gortyna. 
The Ile f RHOD ES, under Tlepolemus, containing, 


 Jabſſus, between Camirus and Rhodes. Ibid. 


Camirus. 


Strab, 


Lindus, on the right Hand to thoſe who 
ſail from the City POTS Southward. Strab. 
J. 14. | 


The Iſlands, Syma ( under Nireus ) Niſyrus, ei Caſus, Cos, W 
under Antiphus and Phidippus. 


| | The Continent of T H E 8 8 ALY toward the Kathe Sea, under Achilles 


Argos Pelaſgicum the ſame which was ſince Some ſuppos d theſe two to be 
- called Pthiotes.) 1855 lib. q. ſays that ſome Names of the ſame Place, as 
| thought this the Name of a Town, others Ptbia, JStrabo fa ays 3 ; tho” tis plain Homer | 
ö that Homer meant by it this Part of The//aly Hellas. diſtinguiſhes them. Whether they 
in general (which laſt ſeems moſt proba e.) were Cities or Regions Strabs 
Steph. Byzant. obſerves, there was a City is not determin'd. 55. 9. 


Argos in Theſſaly as well as in Prloponniſfu ; Y 
the former was call'd Pelaſgic in Contradi- 
| ſtinction tothe Achaian: for lch; the Pelaſsi 
l poſleſt ſeveral Parts of Epirus, Crete, Pelo- 
ö pouneſus, Fc. yet they retain'd their principal 
Seat in Thu. Steph. in v. Panel. 
8 th on the Shore of The aly to- 
4 wards Locris. Strab. 1.9. Ales lies in 
le, 2 de Pallzes of Mount Othrys: Bid. 
Trechine, under the Mountain OEta. Eu- 


The Hellenes. This Denomination, after- 
wards common to all the Greeks, is here to 
be underſtood only of thoſe who inhabited 
Ptbiotis. It was not till long after Homer's 
Time that the People of other Cities of Greece 
deſiring Aſſiſtance from theſe, to have 
the ſame Name from their Communication 
with them, as Thucydides emu de * * 8 
ginning of his firſt Beos. 


wet entity ————— ” 


. . 9. f 


The 


: Rath. in V/A 2. | . 8 
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Phylace, on the Coaſt of Phthiotis toward 
the Melian Bay. Strab. I. . 

Pyrrhaſus, beyond the Mountain Othryt, 
had the Grove of Ceres within two Stadia of 
it. Did. 

Itona, 60 Stad. from Alos, it y We in 
the Land than Pyrrhaſus, above Mount O- 


thrys. Did. 
Antron, on the Sea · ſide. Hem. In thePaſſage 
to Eubæa. bid. 


Preleon, the Situation of this Town in 


Strabo ſeems to be between Antron and Pyr- 
" rhaſus : But Pliny deſcribes it with great Ex- 
actneſs to lie on * * towards Bœotia, 
on the Confines of Phthiatis, upon the River 
Sperchius ; according to which Particulars it 
muſt have been ſeated. as I have placed it. 
Livy alſo ſeats it on the Sperchiut. 


tefilaus (ſays Strabo, lib. g.) being the five laſt 


mention d, lay on the Eaſtern ſide of the 


Mountain Othrys. 


7 beſe under Eumelus. 


Pheræ, in the fartheſt Part of Magnafi a == 
fining on Mount Pelion, Strab. l. 
Lake of Bebe. Ptol. and plentfully wa 2 
with the F ountains of FRE | 2 


Glaph Ye, 
Tolkeos, a Sea- Ton on the Papaſec Bay, 
m I. & and Strab. 


n 2 PhiloAeres. 1 oe & Sax 


AV. tthone,, a City of . 40 Stadia 
from Pydna in Pieria. Strab. 


in Phthiotis near Pharſalus, 
Daumacia, 85 to the ſame Au- 


Melibea, . thor. Bid. 


Ohren. It ſeems that this Place lay near. 
Bebe, lolcos, and Ormenium, from Strab. 1, 9. 


where he ſays, Demetrius cauſed the Inhabi- 
tants of theſe Towns to remove to Demetrius, 


: n.. 


F 


The 4 TH ESSALY. 
The following under Podalirius and Machaon. 


U 


Trice, or Tricce, not far from the Moun- 
tain Pindus, on the left Hand of the Peneus, 
as it runs from Pindus. Strab. J. 9. 


"ent near Trica. Bid. 
OEchaha, the Situation not certain, ſome- 


where near the foremention'd Towns. Str. ibid 


Under Eurypylus. 


Ormenium, under Pelion, on the Pegaſzan 
Bay, near Bebe, Ibid. 


id. 


Under Poly phætes. 


Argiſſa, lying upon nnn Str. l.: 
aye. 1 8 of Perrhebia at the F oot of 
Olympus. 


- 


Under Guneus 


Cyphus, ſeated in the mountainous Coun- 
try towards Olympus. bid. 

Dodona, among the Mountains towards O- 
lympus. Ibid. 

Titareſius, a River riſing in the Mountain 
Titarus near Olympus, and running into Pe- 


Orthe, near Peneus and 7. empe 3 
Elope, 12 lying under Olympus, near 
Olooſſon, S the River Titarefinu lus. Ibid. 


and Protheus. 


neus. Did. Tis alſo call'd Euretas. 

The River Peneus riſes from Mount Pi- 
dus, and flows through Tempe into the Sea. 
Strab. l. 7. and q. 


lib. 7. 


U 5, - A Table 


All thoſe. Towns which were under Pro- 


Aſterium, hard by Phare and Titanus. 


Pelion, near Uo, in Magneſia. Herod 
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A Table of TROY, and the Auxiliar Co UNTRIES, 


eight Dynaſties. 
1. Treas, under Hector, whoſe Ca- 
pital was 


2. Dardania, under Eueas, the Capital 


Dardanus. 


T E Kingdom of Priam divided into 


Pereote and Practius, under Afus. 

Theſe Places oy e Ty bh ths 
Propontis, © 

The other three Dynaſties were under 
Mynes, Eetian, and Alteus, the Capital of the 
firſt was Lyrneſſus, of the ſecond Thebe of 


3. Zeleia, at the Foot of ua, by the Aſe- Cilicia, of the third Pedaſus, in Lelgia. He- 


pus, under Pandarus. 


4. Adreſtia, Apæſus, OO Mount Teree, 
under Adraftus and Amphius. 


5. Seftos, Abydos, Arisbe, on the River Selle, 


mer does not mention thefe in the Catalogue, 
having been before deftroy'd and depopu- 
lated by the Greeks. 


7 be Auxiliar Nations. 


The Pelaſgi, under Hi 388 and Pyleus, 
whoſe Capital was Lariſſa, near the Place 
where Cuma was afterwards built. Strab. I. 13. 

The Thracians, by the ſide of the Helleſpont 
oppolite to Troy, under Acamas and CPs 
and thoſe of Ciconia, under E 

The Pæonians from Macedonia — 


Arius, under Pyræchmes. | 
ThePaphlagonians, under Pylemenes. The 
r 
nnomus. T he 


Halizonians, underOdius and 
Myſians, under Cromis and 

Phrygians of Aſcania, under Phorcys and A/- 
canius. 


The Mæonians, under Meſtles and Antiphus, 


who inhabited under the Mountain Tmelus. 

The Carians, under Nauftes and Amphima- 
chus, from Miletus, the farthermoſt City of 
Caria toward the South. Herodot. lib. 1. 

Mycale, a Mountain and Promontory op- 
polite to Samos. Did. 

Phthiron, the ſame Mountain as Latmos, ac- 
cording to Heratænt. 

TheLycians, under Sarpeden and Glaucns, 
from the Banks of the River Xanthus, _ | 
runs into the Sea betwixt Rhodes and C 
Homer mentions it to diſtinguiſh this 127 
from that which lies on the Propontis. 
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ſometimes in Troy igel. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


The Duel of Menelaus and Paris. 


. 1 ME Armies being ready to engage, a fingle Combate 

is agreed upon between Menelaus and Paris (by, the 
Intervention of Hector) for the Determination of the War. 
Iris is ſent to call Hele na 70 behold the Fight. She leads 
her to the Wulli of Troy, where'Pria m ate avith-bis Counſel- 


ors obſerving the Grecian Leaders on the Plain below, to whom 


* 
. 


Helen gives an Account of the chief of them. The Kings on ei- 


ther Part take the ſolemn Oath for the Conditions of the Com- 


bate. The Duel enſues,” whefein Paris being overcome, is 


ſnatch d away in a Cloud by Venus, and tranſported to his 


Apartment. She then calls Helen from the Walls, and brings 


the Lovers together. Agamemnon on the Part of the Græ- 


cians, demapndstbe Reftorgtion of Helen, and. the P erfgr mance 


The three and twentieth Day flill continues throughout this 
Book. The Scene is ſometimes in the Fields before Troy, and 


1 


—— —— —äüä—ñ———— 


With Shouts the eher ruſhin 


* 


Proclaim their 


n 


1 


g from afar” | 20 N¹ 
otiotis, and provoke the War: 


4 x _ 


« þ? of j 
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So when inclement Winters vex che ! ruin ele 


o . 


With piercing Froſts, or thick 


"2 


ka. oo ME Re IL1AD. Boer 2 
g T0 warmer Seas the Ctades enbedyd fly, bra j 
With Noiſe, and Order, thro” the mid-way Ay; 


| ' To Pygmy-N; ations Wounds and Death they bring, 
0 10 o And all the War deſcends upon the Wing. 3 1 
do 


But ſilent breathing Rage, reſoly d, and Keks 
© By mutual Aids to fix a-doubtful Field, 8 . 
Swift march the Greeks : the rapid Duſt « ac 
Dark'ning g ariſesfrom the labour'd Ground, 
15 Thus from his age wy Wings When Notus ſheds 
A Night of Vapours round the Mountain-Heads, 

Swift-gliding Miſts the duty aq” win 
To Thieves more grateful than che Mi night ſhade; 'E 


While ſcarce the Swains their feeding F locks furvey, | 
20 Loſt and confus'd amid £ the. e thicken'd ys 


3 
* 9 0 — * * 


A moving ee 1 5 on, > hid the Plain. 
Now Front to Front the hoſtile Armies 1 
Eager of Fight, and only wait command: 0 

2 z When, to the Van, before the Sons of Fame EY 
Whom Troy lent "ey the beauteous. Par. came: 
In 


„ „ 


Book III. HOMER« AD 4 7 "i 
In form a God! the Panther 8 ſpeckled Hyde 
Flow d o er his Armour with an eaſy. 2 
His bended Bow. a. croſs his Shoulders lung, 
His Sword beſide him negligently bung, n Fe 
Two pointed Spears he ſhook with gallant 3 
And dar'd the Brayeſt of the Grecian Race. | ba 
As thus with glorious Air and proud Diſdais, 
He bold] y ſtalk d, the foremoſt on the is uin, SF 
Him Menelaus, lov'd of Mars; eſpies, Fer en 4 
With Heart elated, and with Joyful . 1 
So joys a Lion, if the branching Deere b 
Or Mountain Goat, his bulky Prize, gear 5510 
In vain the Youths. 0 oppoſe, the Maſtiyes bay, 14 
The Lordly, Savage xends t the pan pan ting Prey. 40 
Thus fond of Vengeance, v with a furious Bound, 


In clanging Arms he leaps upon t the Ground 50 : 


CES 


From his high! Chariot: Him, approaching near, 
The beautegus Champion. views ich Marks of 3 ? 


Smit with a; conſcious. Senſe, retires behind, 0 
And: ſhuns: the Fate he, well Ars ind. 
4421 f I | | . 2 % ES | | * | 


192 1 


HomrRr IEA. "Book 
As when ſome Shepherd from the "_ Toke: a 
Shot forth to view, a ſcaly Serpent ſees ; 
Trembling and pale, he ſtarts 'with wild dete. 

56 And all confus d, precipitates his Flight, + 7 
So from the King the ſhining Warrior es, 
And plung d amid the thiekeſt Tyeſan lies. 0 b. 

As Godlike Heltor Tees che Prince retreat, 

He thus upbraids him with a gen'rous Heat. 


1 


35 Unhappy Paris! but to Women brave 


So fairly form d, and only to deceive! 1 0h;: 
Oh had'ſt thou dy d when frſt mou ſas It the Light, 
Or dy'd at leaſt before thy Nuptial Rite! 
A better Fate, than vainty thus to boaſt, 


60 And fly, the Scandal bf thy Trojun Hoſt. | 
Gods" how the ſcbrnful Greeks erult to ſee ; * oy 


Their Fears of Danger undeceiv d in thee ! np — 


Thy Figure prothisd with a martial Air, 1 
But ill thy Soul fopplies / a Form fo fair. ee, 


6 In former Days, min all thy gallant Pride, 


When thy tall Ships ps: Oe ſtem d the Aa 
eh Po | When | 


* 


Beet Hl. CHOmERs WWD. 153 
When Greete beheld thy painted Canvas flow, 
And Crowds ſtood wond'ring at che pa ſſing Show; | 
Say, was it chus, with ſuch à baffled Mien 
You inet th - Approaches: ef the S puri Qbeen, 7 
Thus from her Realm eohvey'd the b-auteoue PH, 
And#both herwatlike Lords eutfhie in Helen Eyebe *Thefons 
This Deed, thy Foes Delight, thy o Diſgrace,' ET - 
Thy Father's Grief; ar Nun ofthy Race; 01 
This Deed-recalls"thee'to the Preffer d Fight; 78 


44 


Or haſt thou injur d whom thou dar not Wb FA 


Soon to thy Colt the Field od make the koh © a 
Thou keep It the Confört of à braver Foe. © 


ver Fe 


Thy graceful Form inftifting föft Dee a F 
Thy cutling Treffes and ohy lter Tyte, (be - "3 
Beauty and Youth, in valn to thele you truſt, 


Whew You th and manu al be TY 34 
3, 
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ow 
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Bis Silener 2 on TY vil Os 


Tis Juſt, m5 y Bri what: your An ger ſpeaks: * 


But 


194 HoMER SETAD. Book 1 
But ip like: thee can boaſt 4 Soul. Talern, * 
80 firmly Proof to all the Shocks of Fate? 
Thy Force, like Steel, a temper'd Hardneſs. wa 
99 Still edg'd to Wound, and ſtill untir'd with Blows 
'  Like'Steel,- uplifted by ſome ſtrenuous, Swain, 
With falling Woods to ſtrow the waſted Rasa 
Thy Gifts I praiſe; nor thou deſpiſe the Charms 
With which a Lover golden Venus arms; AT 
95 Soft moving Speech, and pleaſing, outward. PG” 
No Wiſh can gain em, but the Gods beſtow. - 
Yet, wou'd'ſt thou have the proffer d Combate ſtand, 
The Greeks and Trojans ſcat on either Hand; 7 
Then let a mid-way Space our Hoſes divide, wot 
100 And, on that Stage: of War, the Cauſe be try'd: 97 
By Paris there che Spartay 3 King be fought, 
For beauteous Helen and the Wealth ſhe won 
And pair 0 his K Rival can io Arms ſubdue, 27 Ft 
His be the Fair, and his the Treaſure. $99.1, 0 


2 


x05 Thus with ; a laſting, League your To let 5 


N 441 13 


And "T9 poſſeſs her tertile Fields i in Fer T 
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Deni. H@OMER- Hen 959 
Thus ma the Greet reyiew their native Shore, 2 
Much fam'd for, gen rug Steede or Beauty more. 

He fait The- Challenge Hoclar heard with o/, 
Then with bis Spear raſt min diche Youth. of =” 110: 
Held by: the-tuilſtriathwart'; and: feat; Os: F oe K 
Ad vancid wich Steps majeſtically low. b ber A 
While: bound his daudtteſs Head the een iow 
Their/Sronsidid «Arvoyts in K mingled Show” 9 
Then thus! the: Monarch great rides ery 15 
Forbear ye Mar tors! Lys che Darts alice: NARiE Ii 
A Parley Hedtor: age, 4 Meſſage bears; ed nt T 
We know him by! che various Plume be wears. 
Aw'd by: his pig Command the e 1 
The Tumult ſilence, and the Fight ſuſpend. HA 1 105 

While from the Centre Feder, rblls his _ 

On either Hoſt; and thus to both applies 

Hear, all ye Trojans, all ye, Grecia bod, 9 71 
What Paris, Author of. che; War, demands. 
Your ſhining Swords e ssen cn, 1252 
And pick your Lances i in n che ifioldinglPiin. 


Here, 


HOMER: IE Bes 
Here, in the midſt, in either Army's ſigutrt 
He dares the Spartan Ring torfingleiFighe; />:/1/ 
And wills, that Helen and the raviſh'd Spoil 17 
That causd the Conteſt, ſhall reward the Toil. 
130 Let theſe the brave triumphant Victor grace, 
And diff ring Nations part in Leagues f Peace. 
He ſpoke : in ſtill Suſpenſe: on either ſide 
Fach Army ſtood: The Spartan Chief reply!d. 7 
Me too ye Warriors hear, whole fatal Right 
135 A World'engapes in'the'Toils' of Fight) 
To me the Labour of the Field reſiga; *\ Y9r1 "I F 
Me Paris injur'd ; all the War be mine. . 
J Fall he that muſt, beneath his Ritats Ar * » WA 
And live the reſt ſecure of future Harms. oth 
14 Two Lambs, devoted by your . Jes Rite, 
To Eartb a a ſable, to the Sun A white, Mt 
Prepare ye Trojans ! ! while a third we bring 
Select to Joe, tht inviolable King. 
Let rev'rend Hriam in the Truce engage, 
145 5 And. add the Sandction of conlid' rate Age; : 


(* 
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196 


den 0 n x U . = *g7 
His Sons are faithleft headlong in Debate: 
And Voutli-itſelf an empty wapiring State: 
Cool Age advahdewydnerably 1 * als ni 3953 
Turas on all hands | its deep-diſteraing ping 21 12 I 
Sees what befell;: ah whatimay: yet hefall; 
Concludes from both, ànd beſt pro ovides for 24 
The Natibs:hear;-with riſulg: Hopes 8 a 
And peareſul Proſpe cis dawn in oY oy Beet! 71 / 12 
Within the Lines they drew their Steds' around, 138 
And from their Chariots alu'don, the Ground: 
Next ll unbuckling" rick Mall they Wore - 
Lay'd .ticir! bright Arms alodg che fable Shore 
On either dad m4 mgeting Hot aft [cs b Ne 
With Lances fx dz and dof che Space beteten * 
Two Heralds now diſparck d eo. mite se! 
The Phrjgian: Monarch tos tke Peaceful Ki te; yal 
T althybins haſkens to the Fleet, to b. ting wy. 
The Lande for Jobs; Twifolatle Künn . 
Meantime; to beautebu 5 Helen, flo "the Bic its. 
The VErious: Goddeſs 'of the Raa bO,W „ 
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i198 AHOQMER"®. TEDAD. Dea 
(Like fair Laodice in Form and Face, 
The lovyelieſt N ymph of Priam s Royal We 1 
Her in the Palace, at her Loom ſhe found; 
170 The golden Web her own ſad Story crown d, 
The Trojan Wars ſhe; weav'd (herſelf the. Proc, 1 
And the dire Triumphs of her fatal Eyes. 
To whom the; Goddeſs of the painted e . 
Approach, and view the wond'rous. Scene below. 


( 


175 Each hardy Greek, and valiant Trojan 2 Te 
So dreadful late, and furious for the Fight, 1 Dl 
Now reſt their Spears, or lean upon cheir Shi | 
Ceas'd i is the War, and ſilent all the Fields.” i ab 
Paris aloge and Sparta King advance, 

80 In ſingle Fight to toſs the! beamy Lance; 210% 

Each met in Arms the Fate of, Combate tries, 

Thy Love the Motive, and thy Charms the T 

This ſaid, the many- colour d Maid inſpires 


Her Husband's Love, and wakes her former Fires; - 
185 Her Country, Parents, all that once were dab 


Ruſh to her pe, and |: Jores. a tender Tear. 
_—_ 


1 


Boos II. AD | 

O'er her fair Fark A 900 „ Veil the RY 2 

And, ſoftly ſighing, from the Loom rn 51122 

Her, Handmaids Cynene and Abra wait 

Her ſilent Footſteps to the Scæan Gate. bal. 
There ſate the Seniors of the Trojan Wa 


(old Prian's Chiefs, and moſt in Priam ee 
The King the firſt; Thymetes at his:fide;\- - --/ 
Lampus and Clyting; long in Council tryd; 
Pant bus, and Hicetdom once the ſtrong, 200 570 Off 280 
And next, the wiſeſt of the Rey rend nn. "of 
Antenor grave, and ſage Dal “„ 
Lean'd on the Walls, and bask d before the Sen. 1 
Chiefs, who no more in bloody Fights engage, 
But wiſe thro? Time, and Narrative A ee 200 
In Summer- Days, like Graſhoppers xejbice, 

A bloodleſs Race, that ſend a feeble Voice. 
Theſe, whenthe Spartan Queet «oven the Tow, 
In ſecret od xeſiſtleſs Beauty's PO.wr : 
They cry d, No wonder, ſueh Celeſtial C Cha «hs 205 
For nine long Years ha ye ſet the World in Arms; 


„ © What 


HOME Rs IDEA Bess . 
What winning Graces ! Wat majeſtick Mien! O 
She moves a Goddbts, ard ſhe looks a Queen! 
Yer henct, oh Heav'n! convey chat futal Fate . 
210 And from Deſteuction fave the Trojan Race 51 
The god old Pyium weleom d her, and cry, | 
Approach; my Child, und grace thy Pather's vide” - 
See on tlie Plain thy Grein \Spouſe appears 0 4) 
The Friends and Kindred of thy former Vears. 
215 No Crime of thine our preſent Suff rings draws, 
Not Thou, but Heav s diſpoſing Will, the Cauſe; 
The Gods theſe Armies and this force ade * 
The hoſtile Gods bonſpire che Fate of Tren 
But lift thy Eyes, and Tay; What Greek is n. 
220 (Far as from henter tele aged Olbs can tee) ) * 
Around whoſe Brow ſuch Martial Graces Hike 1 
So tall, ſo au ful and almeſt Divine? 
Tho” Iome of larger Stathte tread the Green, 1 
None match his Grandeùr and exalted Mien: fil. 
225 He free d Monarchy And bis Couftryes Pride“ | 
Thus constd che Kibs; and thus'the Lair reply d. 
Before . 
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Book II. FOMER%" IIIA. 201 
Before thy Prefence“ Fecher, I appear, 
With conſcious Shame and: reverential Fear. 
Ah! had I dyd;- 're:tothieſe. Walls I fed, wed 45 
Falſe co my Country, and my Nuptial Bed, 

My Brothers, Friends, and Daughter leſt es 
Falſe to them all, to Parir oni Kind 19272 bf 19 8 
For this 1 mourn, till Grief or dire diſeaſe 

Shall waſte: the Form whoſe Crime it eres, 
The: King of Kings, Andden, ybu für ven, 25 
Great in the War, and great in Arts of Sway :-' | 

My Brother once; befone my Days of —_— 1 

And oh! that ſlill he bore a Brothers Name! 
Wich Wonder Priam wiew'd the Godlike MT 1p 
ExtoIWd the happy: Prince, and thus. began; Ty { 240. 
O bleſt "Atrqgde??!- born to ptoſprous Fate, 
Succeſsful Monarch of a mig hey State! oo vel 
How vaſtithy! Empire Of you matehleſs rain 
What Numbers loft; what Numbers yet reinainꝰ 

In Phe been were Srhant Armies Kno-] ñ. Be: 
In ancient Tie beg Grau, fürd the Thr W 
When 
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202 HOMER. IB ID. Boo IIb 1 
When Godlike Mygdos led their Troops of Horſe, 
And J, to join them, raisd the Toes Force; FF 
A gainſt the Manlike Amazons we ſtood, Ag 
250 And Hangar s Stream ran purple with their Blood.” 
But far inferior thoſe, in ananly.Grace | ; 
And Strength of Numbers, to this Grecian Race. 
Thenſaid, once more he view'd the martial Train; 
What's He, whoſe Arms lie ſcatter'd on the Plain? 
258 Broad is his Breaſt,” his Shoulders larger e 

Tho' great Atrides overtops his Head. 

Nor yet appear his Care and Conduct ſwall; | 
From Rank to Rank he moves, and orders all. 
The ſtately Ram thus meaſures o'er. the Ground, 

260 And, Maſter of the Flocks, ſurveys them round. 1 


Then Helen thus. Whom your: diſcerning Eyes 
Ha ve ſingled out, is Tthacus the Wiſe 
1 barren Hland boaſts His glorious Birth; 70H 


His F ame for Wiſdom. fills the ſpacious Earth 
Antenor took the Word, and thus began: 


944 


My 105 O King! have ſeen that wondrous Man: | 
When 
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When truſting Jove and hoſpitable Laws, 


To Troy. he came, to plead the Grecian Cauſe; 


(ook Menelaus EX che ſame Requeſtꝰ 
each Royal cd: . 


1 nl their any wei ak, admir'd:their Parts, 
Both brave i in Arms, and. both approv'd i in 8 4 
Erect, the rde moſt — our Vien, 
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When — Son Fans Ache ln ning % "= 275 
Juſt was his Senſe, and. his Expreſſion plain, 
His Words ſuccin&, .yet1 full, without a Fault; 

He ſpoke no more than Juſt the Thing. he, ee 
But when Uhſes roſe, in Thought profound, 45 
His modeſt Eyes he fix d upon the Ground, 3 
As one unskill'd or dumb, he ſeem'd to Rand, 5 
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Nor rais d his Head, nor Aretch d! his ; ſceptred | Hand: q, 
But, when he ſpeaks, what Elocution flows! * 
Soft as che Fleeces of deſcending Snows | MAN FR 100 | 
The copious Accents fall, with caſy Art; 25 F 2585. 
Melting they fall and fiok into the Heart! PTR 
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Wond' ring we hear, and fix'd in deep Surprins 1 f [- 
Our Fars refute the Cenſure of our Eyes \ * 0 T 
The King then ask'd (as yet the Camp he view) 
296 Whar Chicf' is that, with Giant Strength endu d. 
Whoſe brawny Shonlders, and whoſe fretting Cheſt; 
And lofty Stature far exceed the reſ: 5 
Ajax the great (che beauteous Queen re by 7 
Himſelf an Hoſt: the Gretlan Strengür and . 
295 See! bold Loneneus ſuperiot tow! rs Tu FE 5 
Amidſt yon Cirele of his Cre tau — ne; 2 . 
Great as a God! 1 faw him once before . 4 1 N 
With Menelaus, on the "Spartan Shore. a ID 
The reſt 1 know, and could 5 in Order name; l = | 
z00 All valiant Chiefs and Men of mighty Fame,” | 
Yet two are wanting of the num 'rous Train, 
Whom long my! F. yes have ſought, but fought 2 5 Wo 
Caftor and Pollux, firſt i in martial the © * 5 
One bold on Foot, and 60 renown'd for Horſe p "1 
zog My Brothers theſe! ] the fame c our native Shore, ws 


One Houſe contain'd us, as one Mother bore. 
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For diſtant" ni. 


Perhaps their Swords ſome F i. 
Aſham'd to combate in- 5 
So ſpobke ch Bair;-1 | 
Bs in he on : | 
aus the ſenerable King; 5 1 
i niz ay | 2 
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206 ER's 1'TDAHD) \ | 
Thus with a laſting | 
And Troy poſſeſs her fertile Fields in Peace; wil 
So ſhall the Greeks! review their native 
Much famꝭd for gen rous Steeds; for Beauty mort 
330 With Griet he heard, and bade the 
To join his milk-white Courſers to the Car: 48 
He mounts the Seat, Antenor at his ſide; 70 5 if 0 . N 
I) be gentle Steeds thro' Sc Gates they guide: 
Next from the Car deſcending on the Plain, N 
335 Amid the Grecian Hoſt and Trojan Tran 5 
Slow they proceed 7 The ſage Ulyſſes" then * rid. 
Aroſe, and with him roſe the King of Men. 5 
2 either fide a ſacred Herald ſtands, 5 15 . N 
The Wine they mix. and on each Monarch's lands * 
340 Pour the full Urn; 3 Then draws the Grecian Lord 
| His Cutlace: ſheath'd- beſide” his 0 d rous Sword; = 
9 the ſign d Victims erops the curlin g Hair, ; 1 
The Heralds part i it, hoſt Princes ſhare; 8 5 5 
Then loudly thus be v atten tive Bands . W 
345 He calls the Gods, : an * reads his 
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Ho MER VETAD. BG 
Both Armies ſate, the Combate to ſurvey, eic I. 
Beſide each Chief his Azure Armour lay, +5 
And round the Liſts the gen 'rous Cyurſers dhe [1 
The beauteous Warrior now arrays for TOSS 
* gilded Arms magnificently: bright, 8 


5 x 
. 8 


The Purple Gaillies claſp. his [Thighs Ay, 
With Flow'rs adorn'd, with ſilver Ours tound 
Lycaon's Cors'let his fair Body dreſt, . U att. 
Brac'd in, and fitted to his ſofter Breaſt; 7 
415 A radiant Baldric, o'er his Shoulder ty' d, 

Suſtain'd the Sword that glitter d at his fide; 

His youthful Face a poliſh'd Helm ebe, 6) 
The waving, Horſe-hair nodded on his Heads: 

His figur'd Shield, a ſhining Orb, he takes, 


42 And in his Hand a pointed Jay'lin ſhakes. 9 


With equal Speed, and fir d by equal Cora þ 

The Spartan Hero ſheaths his Limbs in Arms. 
Now round the Liſts th* admiring Armies ſtand, 

With n brd, the Greeꝶ and Fires Band. 


Imidſt 


deem HOMER: An 24 
Amidſt the dreadful Vale, the Chiefs advance, 425 
All pale with Rage, and ſhake the threat ning Lance. 
The Trojan firſt his ſhining Javilin-threw jo 
Full on Atrides ringing Shield it flew, © : 
Nor pierc'd the brazen Orb, but with a W 
Leap'd from the Buckler blunted. on the Ground. 439. 


Atrides then his maſſy Lance prepares, 
In Act to throw, but firſt prefers his Pray'rs. 
Give me, great Jove] to puniſn lawleſs Luft, 
And lay the Trojan gaſping in the Duſt: 
Deſtroy th“ Aggreſſor, aid my Abe, Cauſe, 435 
Avenge the Breach of hoſpitable Laws? 
Let this Example future Times reclaim, 90 
And guard from Wrong fair Friendſhip's win N: ame. 

He ſaid, and -poiz'd in Air the Jav'lin ſent, 
Thro' Pari Shield the forceful Weapon my 
His Cors' let pierces, and his Garment *rends, - — 
And glancing downward, near his Flank deſcends, 
The wary Trojan bending fron che Blow 

Eludes his Death, and diſappe dints ried $4 240 5 
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5255 fierce Arrides wayd bis Sword. and rack 4 
Full on his Caſque; che creſted, Helmet ſuna j| 4 = 
The brittle Steel, unfaithful: to his Hand, al F 
Broke ſhort; the F mgments glitterd on the 
The raging Warrior to the ſpacious Skis 
450 Rais'd his upbrading Voice, and angry Eyes: 9k - 

Then is it vain in Jove himſelf to truſt? 
And is it thus the ods aſſiſt the Juſt? © 24 „ 
When Crimes provoke us, Heav'n Succeſs denies; 

The Dart falls harmleſs, Faulchion flies 
45 ; Furious he 1a and, towerd che Grectau Crew 7 
(Seiz d by the Creſt) th unhappy Warrior drew; k 


Susie he follow'd, while ch em 
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ole bak 
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Then, as once more he lifts the deadly Dart, 
In Thirſt of Vengeance, at his Rival's Heart. 
The Queen of Love her favour d Champion ſbrouds 
(For Gods can all things) in a Veil of Clouds. 
Rais d from the Field the panting Youth ſhe led, 
And gently laid him on the Bridal Bed, 470 
With pleaſing Sweets his fainting Senſe renews, 
And all the Dome perfumes with Heav'nly Dews. 
Meantime the brighteſt of the — 
The matchleſs Helen o'er the Walls reclin'd: 
To her, beſet with EA rbjan Beauties, came 0): NECSTS. 
In borrow'd: Form the * Laughter- loving Dame. peu. 
(In ſhow an ancient; Maid, welbskibd to cull 
The ſnowy. Fleece, and wind the twiſted Wool); 
The Goddeſs foftly ſhook her filken' Veſt - 
That ſhed. Perfumes, and whiſp'ring- thus adde 480 
Haſte, happy. N hoſe for thee iy: Paris _ 


Fair as 4 Gag! aki. Sy biſon cad 
He "a and waits hep on the walhloows Bed: 
Not 


Az 
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bos in. 

485 Not like a Warrior parted from the Foe, . 

But ſome gay Dancer in the publick | Show. of 
She ſpoke, and Helen's ſecret Soul was mov'd; 

She ſcorn'd the Champion, but the Man ſhe lov'd. 

Fair Venuſ Neck, her Eyes that ſparkled Fire, 


490 And Breaſt, reveal'd the Queen of ſoft Deſire. 


Struck with her Preſence, ſtrait the lively Rod 
Forſook her Cheek; and, trembling, thus the fad.” | 
Then is it ſtill thy Pleaſure to deceive ? 
And Woman's Frailty always to believe? 
495 Say, to new Nations muſt I'croſs the Main, 
Or carry Wars to ſome ſoft Afran Plain ?' 
For whom muſt Helen break-her ſecond: Vow? 2 z 
What other Paris 1 is thy Darling now 9 L 
Left to Atrides, (Victor in the Strife) [ 
500 An odious Conqueſt and a . Poll! 368T 
Hence let me Sail: And if thy Haris bear 
My Abfence ill, let Y eme eaſe his Care 
A Hand-maid Goddeſs at his Side to Wait, 


Renounce the Glories of thy Heav'nly State, 
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Be fir d for ever to the Trojas Shore, 595 

His Spouſe; or Slave; and mount the Skies no more. | 

For me, to lawleſs Love no longer led, Woo” 

I ſcorn the Coward, and deteſt his Bed; "s 133 

Elſe ſhould I mer it everlaſting Shame, Fo i Hl 

And keen Reproach, from ev'ry. Phrygian Dame: 27 

Ill ſuits it now the Joys of Love to;know, , 

Too deep my Anguiſh, amd too wild my; Woe::-! i 
Then thus incens d, the Papbian Queen replies; 

Obey the Pow 'r from whom thy, Glories riſe: 

Shou d Henus leave thee, evry Charm muſt fly, 5:5 

Fade from thy Cheek, and languiſh in thy Eye. 

Ceaſe to pr 1 Wan : more > win 


Now this — dn foo ben Mankind « cogege,s 

Then, the ſad Victim of the Publick Rage. rn 820 
At this, the Faireſt of her Sex obey d, 

And veil'd her Bluſhes in a ſilken Shade: 


Unſeen, and ſilent, from the Train ee 
Led by the Goddeſs of, the Smiles and Loves. 
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525 Arriv'd, and enter'd at the Palace Gate, a 
The Maids officious round their Miſtreſs wait, 
Then all diſperſing, various Tasks attend ; 
The Queen and Goddeſs to the Prince aſcend.” 
Full in her Pari Sight, the Queen of Love TE 
530 Had plac'd the beauteous Progeny of Joẽt; 
Where, as he view'd her Charms, ſhe turn'd away 
Her glowing Eyes, and thus began to ſay. 
Is this the Chief, who loft to Senſe of Shame 
Late fled the Field, and yet ſurvives his Fame? 
$35 Oh had'ſt thou dy'd beneath the righteous Sword 
Of that brave Man whom once I call'd my Lord! 
The Boaſter Paris oft” deſir'd the Day 
With Sparta's King to meet in ſingle Fray: 
So now, once more thy Rival's Rage excite, 
540 Provoke Atrides; and renew the Fight: 
Vet Helen bids thee ſtay, leſt thou unskill'd 
Sbould'ſt fall an eaſy Conqueſt on the Field. 
The Prince replies; Ah ceaſe, divinely fair, 
Nor add Reproaches to the Wounds I bear; 


This 


Boox III. Fo ME RN, ILTAD. 
This Day the Foe prevait᷑d by Pala? Pow'r; 6448 
We yet may vanquiſh in a happier Hour: 
There want not Gods to favour us above; 
But let the Buſineſs of our Life be Love: 
Theſe ſofter Moments let Delights employ, - 
And kind Embraces ſnatch the haſty: Joy. 530 
Not thus I lov'd thee, when from Sparta's Shore 
My forc'd, my willing Heav'nly Prize I bore, - 
When firſt entrancd in\Cranae”s Ile I lay | 
Mix'd with thy Soul, and all diffoly'd away! 
Thus having ſpoke, th enamour'd Pig Boy | 555 
Ruſh'd to the Bed, impatient for the Joy. | 
Him Helen follow d flow with. baſhful Charms, 
And claſp'd the blooming Hero in her Arms. 

While theſe to Love 8 delicious Rapture yield, 
The ſtern Atrides rages round the Field: 560 
So ſome fell Lion whom the Woods obey, 
Roars thro the Defart, and demands his Prey: 
Paris he ſceks, impatient to deſtroy, | 
Bur ſeeks in vain along the Troops of Ty oy; 
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565 E'n thoſe; had yielded to a Foe ſo brave 
The recreant Warrior, hateful as the Grave. 
Then ſpeaking thus, the King of Kings aroſe; 
Ye Trojans, Dardans, all our gen'rous Foes! ' - 
Hear and atteſt! F rom Heav'n with Conqueſtcrown'd, 

570 Our Brother's Arms the juſt Succeſs have found 

Be therefore now the Spartan Wealth reſtor'd, 

Let Argive Helen own. her lawful Lord; 
Th appointed Fine let Hion juſtly W 
And Age to Age record this ſignal Day. 

575 He ceas d His Army's loud Applauſes Es | 

And the Jong Shout runs ecchoing thro':the Wend 
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THIRD. BOOK 


Flt ooh the Th, be 
T . than the Third. It ma 
be be divide ve Parts, each of hich 
- basa Beauty different from the other, The 
AN) frft contains what paſt. IFN the two 
— _— — = "Ar mies, and the Pro ro poſal of th le Com- 
. : — 1 pe Paris and n The 8 
tention and uſpenſe of theſe mighty Hoſts, which were ju 
upon the Pan of Joining Batt ugh — che lofty php, of 
offering and accepting this important and unexpected Chal- 
lenge, have ſomething in them wonderfully pompous and of 
an amuſing Solemnity. The ſecond; Fart, which deſcribes | 
the Behaviour of Helena in this Junfture, her Conference 
with the old King and his Counſellors, with the Review of 
the Heroes from the Battelments, is an Epiſode entirely of 
another ſort, which excels in the Natural and Pathetick. 
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The third conſiſts of the Ceremonies of the Oath on both 
ſides and the Preliminaries to the Combate ; with the beau- 
tiful Retreat of Priam, who in the Tenderneſs of a Parent 
withdraws from the fight of the Duel: Theſe Particulars de- 
tain the Reader in Ex 
for the Fight itſelf. 


pectation, and heighten his Impatience 
The fourth is the Deſcription of the 
B b | 9 
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Pcs 6 a ag pere de ce ery; Abt 
188 Motion, and Afton of the Combatants particulatly 
and diſtinctly, and which concludes with a ſurprizing Pro- 
priety, in the reſcue of Paris by Venus. The Machine gf 

that Goddeſs which makes the Hfth Fart, and (whaſe E 
to reconcile Paris and Helena, is admirable in every Circum- 
ſtance; The Remonſtrance ſhe holds with the Goddeſs, the 
Reluctance with which ſhe obeys her, the Reproaches ſhe 
caſts upon Paris, and the Flattery and Courtſhip with which 
he ſo ſoon wins her over to him. Helen The main Cauſe 
of this War)” was ot to be made an odiqus Character; She 
is drawn by this great Maſter with the fineſt Strokes, as a 


frail, but not an abandon'd Creature. She has perpetüs! 


Struggles of Virtue on the one ſide, and Softneſſes which F 
overcome them on the other. Out Author has: been remark-\, 
ably careful to tell us this; whenerer- he by Dightly names 4 
her in the foregoing Part of his Work, reſented: 8 1 
the ſame time ail utant; and i it is thy * at large... 


at her firſt” Ap edrarice in thę preſent 7 N which is Gf f 
the ſhorteſt of the whole Lad but in recompence has Benn 
ties almoſt in every Line, and moſt of them ſo obvious that 
to acknowledge them 5 need only to read them. / _ 
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Vers 3. 2 ih POR as ee The Book 1 begins 
with a fine oppoſition” of the Noiſe of the Trojam Army to 
the Silence wry 25 Gretians.” It was but natural to imagine 
this, ſince the former was compos d of many different Na- 
tions, of various Languages and Strangers to each other; 
the latter were more united in cheir Neighbourhood, and under 
Leaders of the ſame Country But as this Obſervation ſeems 
particularly inſiſted upo pon by our Author (for he uſes it again 
in the fourth Book, V. 4 300 ſo he had a farther "Reaſon 
for it. Plutarch i in bixTreatfe of reading the Poets, remarks 

% Hy handy | y "Bak upon 
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upon this Diſtinction, as a patticular Credit to the military 
Diſcipline: of the Greels. And ſeveral ancient Authors tell 


Shouts and Outcries; as it continues to this Day the Ouſtom 
of the Eaſtern Nations... Perhaps theſe Chmonre: were only 
to encourage their Men, inſtead of martial Inſtruments. I 
think Sir Walter Raleigh ſays, there never was a People 


but 
made uſe of ſome fox of Muſick in Battel: Homer :never 


mentions any in the Greef-or: Trojan: Armies, and it is ſcarce 
to be imagined he would omit a Circumſtance ſo poetical 
without ſome particular Reaſon. The Verb t which 
the modern Greeks have ar N 


Me He once names w_ gy tg rage in a Fannie 
upon which Euſtatbius and Didymus obſerve, that the uſe 
of it was known in the Poet een in that of the 
Trojan War. And hence we may, infer that Humer was 


particularly e not to confound wo Manners of the Times 
he wrote of, with thoſe of the Times he liv'd in. 
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that Similitude is more ſurprizing; there cannot be à truer 
kind of Wit than what is ſhewn in apt Compariſans, eſpe⸗ 


agrees exactly. Of this Nature is the Simile of the Granes to 


moteſt Part .of the World for an Image Which no Reader 
could have expected. But it is no leſs exact than ſurprizing. 
The Likeneſs conſiſts in two Points, the Noiſe and the Order, ; 
the latter is ſo obſervable as to have given ſome of the An- 


. 
\ 


us, it was the Manner of the Barbarians to encounter with 


n to e e 


Vas W If Wit had been muß 
deſcrib'd to * a Similitude in Ideas, and is more excellent as 


cially 4 5 compoſed of ſuch Subjects as having the leaſt Re- 
lation to each other in genetal, have yet ſome: Particular that 


the Trojan Army; where the Fancy of. Homer flew; to; the re- 
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 cients;occafion. to imagine the embatteling of an Army was 

firſt learn d from the cloſe manner of Fig he of theſe Birch. 
But this Part of the gimile ot Wii a expteſo d by the 
Autor, hay been overlook/d' by ſeme of the Commentators. 
It may be: remarł d that Homer has ly a Wonderful 
Cloſeneſ in all the Particulars of his Compatiſons, notwith- 


he: tales a Liberty in his Exprefſion of them. He 


26 


ſtandimg 
ſeems ſo ſecure bf the main Likenefhs, that he makes no ſeru- 


ple to play wih the Circumnflances ; ſometimes by tranſpoſi 
— of chem, ſometimes by ſuper adding _ 21 
times (as in th Place) by neglecting them in ſuch a manner as 
to leave the Reader to ſupph/ them himſelf. For the preſent 
Compariſon, it has beœen taken by Virgil in the tenth Book, 


nk ret d to che Clamours of Soldiers in the ſame manner. 


$6 "ono ems hk e avs ay. 
. Stryminie dunt figna'grites, aigue thera tranant 
Cam fonirs, ne n une Jie: 
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VERSE 26. The beauteous Paris came, In Form a God.] This 

is meant by the Epithet o, as has been faid in the 2475 

| Note on the firſt Book. | The Picture here given of Paris's 

1 Air and Drefs, is exactly correſpondent to his Character; 

you ſee him endeavouring to mix the fine Gentleman with 
the Warriour;, and this Idea of him Hamer takes care to keep 

up, by deſeribing him not without the ſame Regard when he 

is arming to encounter Menelaus afterwards in a'clofe Fight, 5 

as he ſhews here where he is but preluding and Plouriſhing in 

che Gaiety of his: Heart. And e ths tells us in that Place 


that he was in danger of being Rrangled by ee ya of his 
| Helmet, he e rakes notice © that it was Tani, ; embroider'd. 55 1 
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VIISE 37. Ss paris ü bo Fara ries Or Moun- 
ng on this Simile will have 


tain Goat.| The old Scholiaſts refini 


it that Paris is compar'd to a Goat on account of his Incon- 
tinence, and to a Stag for his Cowardice: * To this laſt they 
make an Addition which 1 very ludicrous, —— 
liken'd to a Deer for his Sul in Mufick, and cite Ariftotle to 
prove that Auimal delights in Harmony, Which n 
alluded to by Me. FF ORGY ini OE PSS Win Worn Pas 


af 


Here Loos andes fund," and white fle theme .. 
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But upon the whole, it is mes Wande this Compa- 
riſon conſiſts in any thing more, chan the Joy which Men- 
laus conceived at the 8 in the 4 


opes of de- 
ſtroying him.” Tr iy” an Injuſtice to Paris, to abu 
him for under 


Muſiek, and to repreſent his Rewer 
as purely the Effet of Fear, which proceeded from his Senſe 
of Guilt with reſpect to the lar Perſon of  Menelaus. 
He appear d at the Head of the Army to challenge the boldeft' 
of the Enemy: Nor is hie CharaGter elſewhere in the Thad 

any means that of a Coward. Hector at the end of the 
ſixth Book confeſſes, that no Man could juſtly reproach him as 
ſuch. Nor is he fepreſented "by" Ovid (who copy'd Homer 
very cloſely) in the end of his Epiſtle to Helen The Meral of 
Homer is much finer : A brave Mind however blinded with 
Paſſion is ſenſible of Remorſe as ſoon as the injur'd Obj 
preſents itſelf ; and Paris never behaves himſelf" ill in War, 
but when. his Spirits are depreſs'd by the Conſciouſneſs of an 
Injuſtice. © This alfo will account for the ſeeming ineongtui ny 


939 


of Homer in this Paſſage, whO (as they would have "us think) 
PO _ a ſhamefuf Coward, at We fame time that De is 


'F copay 


N calling him the divine Paris, and Paris like a 
What he fays immediately afterwards in anſwer to 
Hettor's Reproof, will make this yet more clear. | 


UW... 


* 
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VERSE 47. As when a Shepherd] This Compariſon of 
the Serpent is finely imitated by Virgil in the ſecond Æneid. 


Improviſum aſpris veluti qui ſentibus anguem 
Preſſit humi nitens, trepiduſq; repente refugit 
Attollentem iras, & cerula colla tumentem : 


Haud, ſecus Androgeus viſu tremefactus abibat. 


But it may be ſaid to the Praiſe of Virgil, that he has ap- 
ply'd it upon an Occaſion where it has an additional Beauty. 
Paris upon the fight of Menelaus's Approach, is compar'd to 
2 Traveller who ſees a Snake fheot on a ſudden towards him. 
But the Surprize and Danger of Androgeus is more lively, be- 
ing juſt in the reach of his Enemies before he perceiv'd it; 
and the Circumſtance of the Serpent's rouzing his Creſt, 
which brightens with Anger, finely images the ſhining of 
their Arms in the Night- time, as they were juſt lifted up to 
deſtroy him. Scaliger criticizes on the needleſs Repetition in 
the Words waxirges and aαιενπ , which is avoided in the 
Tranſlation. But it muſt be obſerv'd in general, that lietle 
Exacineſſes are what we fhould not look for in Homer; the 
Genius of his Age was too incorrect, and his own too fiery: 
to regard them. 4" #75 | | "Se 
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, VERSE 53: As God-like Hector.] This is the firſt Place of 
the Poem where Hector makes a figure, and here it ſeems, 


proper to give an Idea of his Character, ſince if he is not 


yoations on he 8 Third * 80 


the chief Heroe of the Mal, he is at leuſt the moſt Aike 
There are ſeveral Reaſons which' render Hector a favourite 
Character with every Reader, ſome of which ſhall here be 
offer d. The chief Moral of Her was to expoſe the ill Ef- 
{ets of Diſcord ; the Greeks were to be ſhewn diſunited, and 
to render that Diſtinion the more probable, he has deſign- 
edly given them mixt Characters. The 779jans on the other 
hand were to be repreſented making all — of the 
others Diſagreement, which they could not do without a ſtrict 
Union among themſelves. Hecdo/ therefore, -who conimanded: 
them, muſt be endu d with all ſuch Qualifications' as tended to- 


contrary. © The one ſtangs in Contraſte to che other, an ac 
complilh'd Oharactet f Valour red 1 by Rage and An- 


Hector has alſo a Foil to ſet him off im his on Family; we 


Paris, who expoſes his Country, to the Intemperance of 
Hector who protects it. And indeed it ig this Love of his 


of all his Actions. He has no other Blemiſh than that he 


But ſince he cannot prevail, the Affection he bears to his 
Parents and Kindred, and his deſire of defending them, in- 
cites him to do his utmoſt for their Safety. "We may add 
that Homer having ſo many Greeks to celebrate, makes them 
ſhine in their turns, and lingly in their ſeveral Books, one 


pears in every Battel the Life and Soul of his Party, and the 
conſtant Bulwark againſt every Enemy: He ſtands againſt 
| Agamemnon's Magnanimity, Diomed's Bravery, A ars 
Strength, and Achilles's Fury. "There is beſides, an geciden- 
tal Cauſe for our liking him, from reading the Writers of 
the Auguſtan Age, eſpecially V. "gh whoſe Favourite he grew 


more 


ger, and uniting his People by his Prudence and Example. 


Country which appears his N Paſſion, and the Motive 
fights in an unjuſt Cauſe, which Hunner has yet been careful 


to tell us he would not do, if his Opinion were followed. 


ſucceeding in the Abſence of another: Whereas Hekror ap- 


229 


4 


the Preſervation of it; as Achilles with ſuch as promoted the 


are perpetually: oppoſing in our Minds the. Incontinence! of 
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particularly from the time when the {OR fancy'd to 
derive their Pedigree from Troy. Et 
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VzRsE 55. Unhappy Poi Ge It may hs be d f in 
Honour of Hamers judgment, that the Words which Hector 
is made to. ſpeak — very ſtrongly mark his Cha- 
racter. They contain a warm Reproach of Cowardice,, and 
ſhew him to be touch d with ſo high a Senſe of Glory, as to 
think Life inſupportable without it. His calling to mind the 
gallant Figure which Paris had made in his Amours to He- 
len, and oppoſing to it the Image of his Flight from her 
Husband, is a Sarcaſm of the —.— Bitterneſs and Vivacity. 
After he has named that Action of the Rape, the Cauſe of. 
ſo many Miſchiefs, his inſiſting upon it in ſo many broken 
Periods, thoſe e dixjointed, Shortneſlcs of e | 
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more 


That haſty manner of Expreſſion without the Conneclion of 
Particles, is (as E. fatlius remarks) extreamly natural to a 
Man in Anger, who thinks he can never vent himſelf too 
ſoon. That Contempt of outward Shew, of the Graceful- 
neſs of Perſon, and of the Accompliſhments of a Courtly 
Life, is what correſponds very well with the War-like Tem- 
per of He&or.; and theſe Verſes have therefore a Beauty here 
which they want in Horace, however admirably he has trank 
lated them, in the Ode of Mereus s Prophecy. 


Wequi cquan Veneris prefi ſdio ferox, 
Pettes cæſariem; grataquę feminis 
Lubelli cithera carmina divides, &c. 


VIII. Vas: 
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VIII. 


Vase 72. And both ber Warliks Link) The Original 
is Web- dra, e ' The Spouſe of "Martial: Men. I wonder 
why Madam Dacier choſe to turn it Allite a tant de braves 
guerriers, fince it ſo naturally I to rr and Mene- 
laws, the N ae of Hoon: v1 29 

| v nA 2idT Eno bis bh 

'Vunsn 80. "Thy Sealing Bete * the Poe 8 10 
is ingeniouſly remark d by Darier, that Homer, ; who! celebrates 
— for their long Hair a] and Achilles 

for his Skill om the Harp, makes Hector in this Place object 
them both to Paris. The Greels nouriſhed their Hair to ap- 
pear more dreadful-to the Enemy, and Parit to pleaſe tlie 
Eyes of Women. Acbilles ſung to his Harp the A= of He- 
roes, and Parit the Amours of Lovers. The ſame 'reaſon 
which makes Hector here diſpleas'd at them, made Alexander 
afterwards refuſe to ſee: this Lyre of Paris when offer d to be 


ſhewn to him, as Plutarch: relates the SY 2 in wad dme 
of tine? ann 50 mne e 


"i 6 2 A ** ; 

Vardi 8 F edge Blow]. It is in the Greek, You 
had been * in a Coat of Stones. Gipbanius would have it to 
mean ſtoned to death on the account of his Adultery: But 
this does not appear' to have been the Puniſhinent of that 
Crime among the Phrygians. It ſeems rather to fignify, 
deftroy'd by the Fury of the People, for the War he had 
brought upon them; or perhaps may imply no more than 
bein * in hit Graee öder © Monument of Stones: but 


yk er 10 the ſtronger Senſe is here followed. + 
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Vzrss 86. 778 juſt, my Brother.| This Speech is a far. 
ther opening of the true Charactet of Paris. He ia a Maſter 
of Civility, - no. leſs well-bred to his own Sex than courtly to 
the other. The Reproof of Hector was of a ſevere Natuge, 
yet he receives it as from a Brother and a Friend, with Can- 
dour and Modeſty. This Anſwer is remarkable for its fine 
Addreſs; he gives the Heroe'a decent and agreeable Reproof 
for having too raſhly depreciated the Gifts of Nature. He 
allows the Quality of Courage its utmoſt due, but defires the 
fame Juſtice to thoſe ſofter Accompliſhments, which he lets 
him know are no leſs the Favour of Heaven. Then here. 
moves from himſelf the Charge of want of Valour, by pro- 
poſing the ſingle Combate with the very Man he had juſt. 
declined to engage; which having ſhewn him void of any 
Malevolence to his Rival on the one hand, he now proves 
himſelf free from the Imputation of Cowardice on the other. 
Homer draws him (as we have ſeen) ſoft of Speech, that na- 
tural Quality of an amorous Temper; vainly gay in War as 
well as Love; with a Spirit that can be ſurprized and recol- 
lected, that can receive Impreſſions of Shame or Apprehen- 
ſion on the one fade, or of Generoſity and Courage on the 
other; the uſual Diſpoſition of eaſy and courteous Minds 
which are moſt ſubje& to the Rule of Fancy and Pa- 
ſion. Upon the whole, this is no worſe than the Picture of 
a gentle Knight, and one might fancy the Heroes of the mo- 
dern Romance were form d upon the Model of Paris. 
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' Versz 108. Much fam d for gen rous Steeds, for Beauty 


Or. e.] * The | Original is, Ae bs iarwiBolor, 9 Ax uf, KAAAT Y 
Perhaps this Line is tranſlated too cloſe to the Letter, 
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and the Epithets might have been omitted. But there are 
ſome Traits and 9 — of this Nature, which me- 

thinks preſerve to the Reader the Air of Homer. At leaſt 
the latter of theſe Circu mſtances, that Greece was. eminent 
for beautiful Women, ſeems not im to be mention d by 
un fn account of Gm. 
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Vane 109. The Chellmge Hetor lard wit jy < Hobtor 
ſtays not to reply to his Brother, but runs away with wa 
Challenge rs van | He looks upon all. he Dots | 
diſgrac'd ed by the late Fli icht of Paris, — thinks not m—_—_ 
ment is to be loſt to regain the Honour, of his Country. The 
Activity he ſhews in all n ebe meet agrees d 
the Siri of a seller Lace 


1 123. * all. ye * ay Fd Band] 
It has been ask ' d how the Sirens N Nations could 1 
one another in theſe Conferences, ſince we have no 
in Hamer of any Interpreter between them? He who _— 
very particular in the moſt minute Points, | can hardly be 
thought to have been negligent in this. Some Reaſons may 
be offer'd that they both ſpoke the fame Language; ſot the 
Trojans (as may be ſeen. i in Dion. Halic. ib. x.) were of Gre- 
cian Extraction originally. Dardenus;the ficlt of their Kings 
was born in Arcadia; and even their Names were generally 
Greek; as Hector, Anchiſes, Andromache, Aftyonax,, Fe. Of 
the laſt; of theſe in particular Homer Gives. us a: Derivation 
which is purely * I. 6. V. 403. But however it 


be, this is no more (as Darier ſomewhere cee than the 


juſt Privilege of Poetry. ASnees and Turnus underſtand cach 
other in Y gh and the Language of the Port 1 is ſoppoy d to 


Cc 2 A 


be univerſally! intelligible, not only between » eke: Coon: 
wu but between Earth _ Hearen iclelf. | 
=» HRT, MIT. a et: 
XV. 1900) ee to e 
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VIS E 135. Me 100 ye Warriors 5 bee. We u may ob- 
ſerve what care Homer takes to give every one his propet 
Character, and how this Speech of Menelaus is adapted to 
the Laconick ; which the better to comprehend, we may re- 
member there are in Homer three Speakers of different Cha- 
racters, agreeable to the three different kinds of Eloquence. 
Theſe we may compare with each other in one Inſtance, ſup- 
poſing them all to uſe the ſame Heads, and in the hw 
Order. 
The Materials of che Speck are, The manifeſting ” 
Grief for the War, with the hopes that it is in his Power to 
end it; an Acceptance of the propos 'd Challenge; an Ar- 
count of the Ceremonies to be us d in the League; and a 
Propoſal of a proper Caution to ſecure it. 
No had Veftor theſe Martials to work upon, he would pro- 
bably have begun with a Relation of all the Troubles of the nine 
Year's Siege, which he hop'd he might now bring to an end; he 
would court their Benevolence and good wiſhes for his Proſpe- 
rity with all the Figures of Amplification; while he accepted 
the Challenge, he would have given an Example to prove that 
the ſingle Combate was a wiſe, gallant, and gentle way of 
ending ** War, practis d by their Fathers; in the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Rites he would be exceeding particular; and 
when he choſe to demand the Sanction of Priam rather than 
of his Sons, he would place in Oppoſition - on one ſide the 
Son's Action which began the War, and on the other the Im- 
reſſions of Concern and Repentance which it muſt by this time 
— made in the Father's Mind, whoſe wiſdom he Would 
undoubtedly extol as the Effect of his Age. All this he would 
hay ts rt Nr with canotert of the Dieu, in 
ge. the 
8 2 I | | 


Qujorvatianr 0; thes, Third. Book 
the moſt evident manner, and the moſt eaſy, gliding, undiſo- 


bliging Tranſitions. The Eſſect would be, that the People 


would hear him with Pleaſure. - 
lad it been U/yſſes who ws to make the Speech, he mopld 
have mention'd 4 few; of, their moſt affecting Calamidies in a 
pathetick Air; then have undertakemthe Fight with teſtify- 
ing ſuch. a chearſul Joy, as. ſhould; have won the Hearty, of 
= Soldiers to follow him to the Field without being deſired. 
He would have been exceeding cautious in wording the Con- 
ditions; and ſolemn rather than particular in ſpeaking of the 
Rites, which he would only inſiſt on as an Gpportunity to 
exhort both ſides to a fear of the Gods, and 4 rick regard 
of Juſtice. He would have remonſtrated the uſe of ſending 
for Priam; and (becauſe no caution could be too much) Have 
demanded: his Sons to be bound with him. For a Concluſion 
he would have us d ſome noble Sentiment agreeable to a He- 
roe, and (it may be) have enforc'dit with ſome inſpirited Action. 
In all this you would have knqmn that the Diſcourſe hung 
together, but its Fire would nat always ſuffer it to be ſeen 
in cooler Tranſitions, which (when they ate too nicely laid 
open) may conduct the Reader, but never carry A away. 
The Peggle would hear. him with Emotion. 5 tl 
. Theſe, Materials being given to Menelaus, he but 4 quſt 
mentianz their Trouhles, and his Satisfaction in the Prospect 
of ending them, ſhortens the Propoſals; lays a Sacrifice is 
neceſſary, requires Priam s Preſence to confirm the Conditi- 
ons, refuſes. his Sons with a, Reſentment of that Injury he 
ſuffer d hy them, and coſtludes with a Reaſon for his Chojce 
ene Praiſe of Age, with a ſhort Gravity, and the Air 
of an Apothegm. This he puts in order without any more 
Tranſition, than what a Sala Conjunct ion afford. Atl 
the effect af the;Dilcourk.,is, at che Pecpie are fieber 
10 We be done. 8 e & Nute 55 vii add a 4/8 
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VIS 141. Two Lambs debated) The Deen Gy. 
the old Scholiat) were required to ſacrifice two Lambs; 
one Male, of a white Colour, to the Sun, and one Female, 
and black, to the Earth; as the Sun is Father of Light, 2 
the Farth the Mother and Nurſe of Men. The Greeks were 
to offer a third to Jupiter, perhaps to Jupiter Xenius, becauſe 
the Trojans had broken ths Laws of Hoſpitality : on which 
account we find Menelaus afterwards invoking him in the 
Combate with Paris. That theſe were the Powers to which 
they ſacrific'd, appears . their being atteſted 'by Name f in 
the Oath, V. 340, . 


. N 
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„unn 183. 2 Wations FRIOW with 2 H 25 Po 
It ſeem'd no more than what the wi if ne Eiger ll 100 
e , in the Narration of this long War, that a Ns 
might have been put to it by the ſingle danger of the Parties 
chiefly concern'd, Paris and Manet Homer has there- 
fore taken care townrd the beginning of his Poem to ob- 
viate that ObjeQion; and contriv'd ſuch a Method to ten- 
der this Combate of no effect, as ſhould naturally make way 
for all the enſuing Battels, without any future Proſpe& of a 
Determination but by the Sword. It is farther worth ob- 
ſerving, in what manner he has Improved into Poetry the 
common Hiſtory" of this Action, if (as one may imagine) it 
was the ſame with that we have in the ſecond Boo ” j Dittys 
Cretenſis., | When Paris (fays he) being wounded by the Spear 
of Menelaus fall 10 the Ground, juſt us . 
ing upon bim with bis Sword, he was ſhot by' an Arro 
Pandarus, which prevented his Revenge in the Moment be pra 
going co 1252 it. e on the fight f zbis perfect ous 
Aion, 


Ober vb e the Tir: Bb. 


Actim, the Greeks vf in i N,; ie Trojans 60 at 
the ſame time, came on, and reſcued Paris from" Bir Enemy. 
Homer has with great Art and Invention mingled all this 

with the Marvellous, and-rais & it in the Air of Fable. The 
Goddeſs of Love reſcues her Favourite; Jupiter debates whether 
or no the War ſhall end by the Defeat ot Paris; Juno is for 
the Continuance of it; Minerva incites Pundaris to break 
the Truce, "who th tt Thoots' at fenelbus. Thi heigh- 
tens the Grandeur of the Action witho deſtroyimig the Ve- 
riſimilitude, diverfifies the Poem, and exHibits 4 fine Moral; 
that whatever ſeems in the World the Effeck of common 


8 is really owing to the ug. ang Wy eg G: the | 
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"vg 3 Mir mY 70 Mae des! wa) The 
following Part where we have the firſt” fight of Helena, is 
what 1 cannot think "infexjor to-avy in the Ftem. The Rez. 
der has naturally an Averfion't6 Nur ge 
is apt enough to wonder at the Grith — endeavouri 
recover her at ſuch au Expence. But her amiable Neher ber 
here, the ſecret Wiſhes that riſe in faveur of her rightful 


Lord, her Tendernefs for her Parents and Relations, the Re- 


23 


tnicious Beauty, oo f 


lentinge of her Soul for the Michiefs her Beauty had been 


the Cauſe of, the Confuſion ſhe A in, the veiling her 


Face and dropping a Tear, are Particulats ſo beautifully na- 
tural, as to make every Reader no leſs than "Menelavs fork 


ſelf, inclin'd to f. c her at leaſt, "if not to love her. We 


are afterwards confirm'd in this Partiality by the Sentiment 
of the old Counſellors upon the fight of her, which one 
would think Homer put into their Moi with that very 
view: We excuſe her no more than Priam does himſelf, arid 
all thoſe who felt the Calamities ſhe occafion'd : And this 
TE for her f is . * all mY e herſelf; in LY 
571 0 the 


| Obſervations wt Third Book. 
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| N 120. Tie y 775 Feb her Low og ory o__ 
This is a very. 8 Fiction, to 1 Helena weaving 
in a large Veil, or Niece Tapeſtty, t 1 Stor ow * Trojay 


War. One would thin k. lat Hamer inh cites this Veil, and 
that his Iliad is only an Ehen, of that © admirable. Piece 
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VERSE 201. Like Graſboppers.] This is one of the juſteſt 
and moſt natural Images in the World, tho' there have been 


Criticks of ſo little Taſte as to object. to it as a 45 one. 


The Garrulity ſo common to old Men, help Deli 1. in Aſſo- 


ciating with, each other, the feeble. Sound of their Voices, 
the Pleaſure they take in a Sun:ſhiny Day, the Effects of 
Decay in, their Ckillneſs,- Leannefs, A, | Scareity. of Blood, 
are all Circumſtances exactly parallel d in this ompatiſon. 
To make it yet. more. proper.to the old Mea of Tr rays, Euftar 
tbius has obſerv'd; that Homer found a Hint for this Simile in 
the Trojan Story, where 7ithon was feign'd to have been trand- 
| form'd. into a Graſhopper in his old yr perbaps on account 
of his being ſo exhauſted by Years as to have nothing left 
him but Voice.  Spondanus wonders that Homer ſhould apply 
to Graſhoppers ia augtnerar, a ſweet Voice, whereas that of 
theſe Animals is harſh and untuneful; and he is contented 
to come off with a very poor Evaſion of Homero fingere quid- 
libet fas fuit. But Heſychivs rightly obſerves that ances fig- 
nifies @'maxie, fener or gracilis, as well as /uavis, The Senſe 
is certainly much better, and the Simile more truly preſerv d 
by this Interpretation, which is —ç follow d in tranſlating it 
feeble. However it may be alledg'd in Defence of the com- 
1 mon 


4 


Obſervations \ 0 on the Third: Bob. 


mon Verſions, and of Madam Dariers (who has 'turn'd it 
Harmonieuſe) that tho Virgil gives the Bpithet u,, to C. 
cad, yet the Greek Poets "us ntly deſcribe the Graſhopper 
as a mufical Creature, . 7 and Meocritur, 
IAyl. 1. ae a n ee e Lnging by W 


him, 


nee en. ue ue. ts dc bie 
It is remarkeble that Mr. Hobbes has omitted cis beautiful 
JN v3 $0 þ IP | 151 7 XXI. Xx 1 45 


Ret ne E SING BY eee n Gt eee 
Nina en 203. es when ) the Spartan Fair approach] 
Madam:Dacier: is of Opinion there was never a greater Pane- 
gyrick upon Beauty, than what Homer has found the Art to 
give it in this Place. An aſſembly of venerable old Coun- 
ſellors, who had ſuffer'd all the Calamities of a tedious! War, 
and were conſulting upon the Methods to put a Concluſion 
to it, ſeeing the only Cauſe of it over + nr towards them, 
are ſtruck wich al Caen and cry out, Mo wonder] &c. 
Nevertheleſs they aſterwards recollect themſelves; and con- 
clude to — her for the publick Safety.” If Homer had 
carry'd theſe old Mens Admiration any farther, . he had been 
guilty of outraging Nature, and offending againſt Probabi- 
liey a . The Old are capable of being touch d with Beauty by 
es Eye; but Age ſecures them from the Tyranny of Paſſion, 
and the Effeck is but tranſitory,” for Prudence ſoon regains its 
Dominion over them. Homer always goes as far as he he ſhould, 
but conſtantly ſtops juſt where he ought. Dacier. 
Ihe fame Writer compares to this the Speech of Holofernes's 
Soldiers on /the ſight of Judith, Cb. 10. V. 18. But tho 
there be a Reſemblance in tlie Words, the Beauty is no way 
parallel; the Grace of this aun in the Age and Cha- 
racter of thoſe who ſpeak it. There is ſomething very gal- 
| de * the Beauty: of Helen in one of. Lucian Dialogues. 
| bs ol N Ain 
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the Grecian Leaders from the Walls of Troy, 


— — — 
* 


 Obfetvations on 1h Th + Book) 


Mercury ſhews Menippus the Sculls of ſeveral fine Women; 

and with the Philoſopher is moralizing upon that of Helen 
Was it for this a thouſand Ships ſail d from Greece, ſo many. 
brave Men dy a, and ſo many 22 were deſtroy d ? M Friend 
(fays Mercury) tis true; but what you behold is only her Scull; 


had you ſeen her Face you would have been of their ens 
and have done the very fame thing. 


XX. 


VERSE 211. The good old Priam.] The Character fs a 
benevolent old Man is very well preſervd in Priam's Beha- 
viour to Helena. Upon the Confuſion he obſrrves her in, 
he encourages her, by attributing the Misfortunes of the Wat 
to the Gods alone, and not to her Fault, This Sentiment 
is alfo very agreeable to the natural Piety of old Age; thoſe 
who have had the l6ngeſt Experience of human Accidents and 
Events, being moſt inclin d to aſcribe the Diſpoſal of all things 
to the Will of Heaven. It is this Piety that renders Peiam 
a Favourite of Jupiter, (as we find in the beginning of the 
fourth Book) which for forme time delays the Deſtruction of 
Troy; while his ſoft Nature and Indulgence for his Children 
makes him continue & War which ruines him. Theſe are 
the two principal Points of Priams Charncter, tho' there are 
ſeveral leſſer Partieularities, among which we may obſerve _ 


the Curiofity and jaqwißieve Humour of old Age, wh b 
RATE to the following ee | 


\Vinen 219. WY fay, what Chief is bet] This View o 
is juſtly look'd 
upon as an Epiſode of great Beauty,as wall as a Maſter-piecc 
of Conduct in Homer; who by this means acquaints the Rea- 


ders with the Figure and Qualifications of each Heroe in a 
AE ROW f l „ 


Obſervations. o the, Thrd BAE 


been engag d hy the Beauty e this Pailage ta an Imitation 
of it. In the ſeventh; Beck of Statius, Phorbas ſtand ing 


with Anti gans on the Tower of Thebes, ſhews her the Forces. 


as they were drawn up, and deſcribes their Commanders 
who were neighbouring Priuees of Bæotia. It is alſo imi- 


tated by Taſſo in his third Book, where Erminia from the 


Walls * Feruſalem paints aut thi chief Warriors to the 
King; cho the latter part is perhaps 
minutely; 
ſpeaks, kits a Prines, the next of ſomewhat a lower Stature, 


a third renown'd for his Wiſdom, and then another is diſtin- 
guiſh'd by the 


the very Order of Homer s. 
But however this manner of latroduction * been Adr d, 


there have _ been wanting ſome Exceptions to a Particular 


or two.  asks, how it happens that Priam, after nine 
Yeafs —. be yet unacquainted with the Faces of the 
Grecian Leaders? This was an old Cavil; as 
Schojia that paſs under the Name of D 


appears ' 
idymus, where it is 
very well wb eat: d, that Homer has juſt before taken care to 
tell us the Heroes had put off their ee on this occafion 
of the Truce, which =o conctal'd their Perſons till now. 
Others have objefted to Nriam s not knowing Ulyſſes, who 
(as it appears aſterwards) had "on at — on an Embaſſy. 


The anſwer is, that this might happen either from the Dim- 


neſs of Priam's' Sight, or Defect of his Memory, or from the 
Change of U/ ues s Features ſince that time. 


| XXIV (NA Ah 
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VERSE 229, e P 
whelmed with Grief and Shame, that ſhe is unable to give a 


direct Anſwer to Friam without firſt n herſelf before 
D d- 2 | tam, 


copied too cloſely and 
he doen; eee hewof Pile char tes 


Largeneſs of his Cheſt and Breadth of his 
Shoulders. Which are not anly the very Particular, but in 


by che 


S Han is Mts « over- 


24 
more lively and agreeable manner. Savgral great Poets have 
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him, acknowledging her Crime, and teſtifying ha Repent: 
ance. And ſhe no ſooner Anſwers by na mit Aumemuß, 
but her Sorrows renew at the Name; He wat on- my Bro. 
ther / but I am now a Wretch unworthy to call Bim b. an 
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VERSE 23 * G in * War, anid great in Aris of Swi] 
This was the Verſe which Alexander the Great prefer dito 
14 others in Homer, and which he propos d as ha Pattern of 
his own Actions, as including whatever can be deſired inn 4 
Prince. Plut. Orat. de pita nn, 1. . this 15 5 
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VIISE 240. Extoll d the happy Prince) ew was very natu- 
ral for Priam on this occaſion, | to compare the declining 
Condition of his Kingdom with the flouriſhing State of Ma- 
memnon s, and to oppoſe his own Miſery (who had loft moſt 
of his Sons and his braveſt Warriors) to the Felicity of the 
other, in being yet Maſter of ſo gallant an Army. After 
this the Humour of old Age breaks out, in the Narration of 
what Armies he had formerly ſeen, and bore a Part in the 
Command of; as well as what Feats of Valour he had then 

performed. Beſides which, this Praiſe of the | Greeks from 


1 — Mouth of an Enemy, was no ſmall Encomium of Homer J 
Countrymen. 


XXVII. | N i 


VERSE 258. From Rank to Rank he moves. | The Vigilance® 
and Inſpection of Ulyſſes were very proper Marks to diſtinguiſh 
him, and agree with his Character of a Wiſe Man no 7 Ks 
than the Grandeur and Majeſty before deſcribed with that of 
Agamennen, as the ſuj preme Ruler; whereas we find Har 


afterwards 


— 


Ohje etwatione"\ oi. the. Third. Book: 


afterwards taken notice of only for his Bulk, as a heavy He- 
roe without Parts or Authority. * This Decorum ib obſeryable. 


| LAM £1: 75 e 3d 
0 E l E 
| — 87 (5 45 ia 14 | 

vine 471 t. 7 lll their Perſons dec. J. In this View of 
the Leaders of the Army, it: had heeh an Overſight in Homer 
to have taken no Notice of Menelaus, who was not only one 
of the Principal of them, but Was immediately to engage the 
Obſervation of the Reader in the fingle Combate. Gn the 
other hand it had breh a high ads bare made He- 
lena ſpeak. of him. He has therefore: put his Praiſes into the 
Mouth, of autenon; eie ate eat fy way than 
to have preſented him to the Rye of iam in the ſame man- 
ner with the reſt: It appear from benct what a Regard he 
has had both ta Decency and Variety in the Conduct of his 
Poem. This Paſſage concerning the different Eloquence of 
Menelaus and Uhl ie nenpreſſa iy fut and beautiful. The 
cloſe, Latomicſ Conciſeneſi of ber is finely oppoſite to 
the copious, vehement, and penetra 
which is ſo exquiſitely deſetib'd in the Bimile of the Snow: 
falling faſt, an Rakion deep. For it a is in this tlie Beauty 
of the ee conſiſts, according to Quintilian, L ra. ci 10. 
In Ulyſſe facundiamn Mgmt anon Cai orationem ni- 
vibus hybernis copia werborwni argue impetu purem tribuit. 
We may ſet in the ſame Light with theſe the Character of 
IVeftor's Eloquence, which conſiſted in goſtneſsi and Perſua- 
ſiveneſs, — 19 therefore lin Vontradiſtinction to this of 
Ulyſſes), compar d to Honey which drops gently and ſlowly: 
a manner of Speech extremel) natural to à benevolent old 
Man, ſuch as Meſtor is repreſented. Auſomius has elegantly 
e ee Wale N lb 155 ß in der ene 
Ware 1 i blk DIO a deln Hui 01 dee 
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Varner ax He ſpoke: 0 more than juſt he N Kei 
Chapman in his Notes on this Place and on the ſeeond 
has deſcribed Menelaus as a Character of Ridieule and Bim- 
plicity. He takes advantage from the word aries here made 
uſe of, to interpret Gases, the Shrillngſs of his Voice, which 
Was 8 d to — Acuteneſi of his Senſe; He obſerves that 
this ſort of Voice is a Mark of a Fool; chat Memelaus's com- 
ing to his Brother's: Feaſt runlwizedics' the ſecond Book has 
—_—— d a Proverb of Folly ; that the excuſe Homer him- 
ſelf makes for it (becauſe his Brother might forget te invite 
him thro much Buſineſs) is purely Ironieal; that the Epithet 
erent, Which is often apply'd to him, ſhould not be tranſ- 
lated auarlile, but one who had an AfﬀeFfation of of loving Wap. 
In ſhort, that he was a weak Prince, play d upon by other, 
ſhort in Speech, and of a bad Pronunciation, valiant only 
fits, and ſometimes ſtumbling upon good Matter in his 
Speeches, as may happen to the moſt ſlender Capacity. This 
is one of the Myſteries which that 'Vranflator boaſts to have 
found in Homer. But as it is no way conſiſtent with the Art 
of the Poet, to draw the Perfon in whole behalf he engages 
the World, in ſuch. a. manner as no Regard ſhould be con- 


ceiv'd for A we muſt endeavour to reſcue him ſrom this 


Miſrepreſentation. Firſt then, the preſent Paſſage is taken by 

Antiquity in general to be apply'd not to his Pronunciation, 

* his — 80 Auſonius i in the foregoing Citation, and 
' - (Gaw 


% De 7 85 2 , * Bj IE 
bjeroations an the Third "Book. 
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Cicero de clarisOratoribus: Menelaum ipſum dulcem illum quidem 
tradit Homerus, ſed paucu ligtentem.: And Quintilian, I. 1 2. 
c. 10. Homerus brevem cum animi jucunditate, & propriam 
(id enim eff non errate vetbis} & enen ent Eb. 
quentiam Menelao dedit, &c. Secbtidly, tho" bis comitig un- 
invited may have occaſion d a jeſting Proverb, it may natu- 
rally be accounted for on the Principle of brotherly Love, 
which ſo viſibly Characterizes both him and Agamemnon : 
throughout che Poem. | Thirdly, ee, me  import:;a. 
Love of War, but not an ungrounded Affectation Upon 
the whole, his Character is by he means contemptible, tho 
not of the moſt ſhining, Nature,. He is called indeed in the 
17th Thad. alen, e, 4 foft Warrior,” or one whole 
Strength is of the. ſecond rate, and ſo his. Brother thought 
him when he prefer d nine before him to fight with Hector 
in the wry But on the other hand, his Courage gives 
bn , INE 
the Body of Patroclus, © reſcuing 1% n Wonnding Helenus, 
killing Eupborbus, &c. He 1s full of Reſentment 2 his pri- 
vate Injuries, which brings bim to the War with a Spirit of 
Revenge in the ſecond Book, makes him blaſpheme Jupiter 
in the third, hen Paris eſcapes him, and curſe the Greojans 
in the ſeyenth when they heſitate to except Hector s Chal- 
lenge. But this alſo is qualify d with a Compaſſion for thoſe 
who ſuffer in his Cauſe, which he every where manifeſts upon 
proper occaſions 
when he obeys iar in the feyenteenth Book, and goes” up- 
on his Errand to fin eee ſome other Gondeſcen- 
tions of the like nature. Thus his Character 1s compos d of 
Qualities which give him no; uneaſy Superiority over others 
while he wants their Aſſiſtance, and mingled with ſuch as 


and With an Induſtry to gratify. others, as 


923 


* 


* 
OS c > 
- 1 0 1 * 1 . i =_ 
þ * ö } £4 : 1 ; 
n * - T4 is \ * „h wt f 1 : " . * » 4 , _ 
»; +» * 
” 7 * 3 . 4 * - "I 0 * 4 : S» a 
3 3 J R 4 * = 
Y "5 0” . » 8 7-5 N 1 . 
412 14 tO & S . f „ 145 3 „ 
» AY ' ? * ; A 
. 
N U 9 
— 
— 


Language, I appeal to thoſe Who have read *Op:1by, The 


* 
| 4 
as reſent. „ * IV. „ 2.400 2445 10 "* 4801 #4 
9 . X 4 
" y , "2 ? * = 2 9 o ; . 
I 17 8 N R n x 111 ins „ © * 1 . 0 1 r ba . 
#5 8 | . mene — 144 4 we Ti > \. ag 
1 . . ; 4 * * K gi? d 4 1 - | 
2 - 4 * 7 my - . 35 4 9 Ne 
F f r } 1 # "4 % 1.7 . | hs * ET 7 © YN ; y 4 * th * 8 "4 SF A 45 of * j * + * "4 . * E * 1 
1 & 4 CD E A+! 8. 435.85 Nv 044 


Wa We e tk W SA ei | 
Vzzs 280. His dip; Eyes, 851 e Whrioh of 
Ubi is copy d by Ovid. Het. 13. T 


an \ dh 
) VIZ L171 ce 


Alitil atque cult Sali zellure {rare b eee 


Saftulit . | NIN . in; g we "I 2 

7 29815201 $11. } 117 © | 1 vhs * 

What follow" in the Greel, Cane dee For wü runs 
thus: He ſeem d like a Fool, you would have bg br bit. in 
a Rage, or a Madman. How oddly this would appear. in our 


whole Period means no tnore than to delctibe by. adn 
which is commonly remarkable in'a modeſt and ſenſible Man, 
who ſpeaks in publick: His Diffidence and Reſpect gives him 
at his firſt riſing a ſort of Confuſion, Which is not indecent, 
and which ret but the more to heighten the e en and 
Eſteem of thoſe who He ie: IG 1 Cn 
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V ERSE. 309. Pirker Ab See This! is candther Stroke 
of Helen's Concern : The Senſe of her Crime is perpetually 
afflicting her, and awakes upon every occaſion; ''The Lines 
that follow wherein Homer gives us to underftand that Caftor | 
and Pollux were now dead, are finely introduc' pl in 
the Spirit of Poetry; the Muſe is ſupp 08d to know every 
thing, paſt and to come, and to fee * things" diſtant as well 


"PEP 31 5. Mean tinie'the Heralds anakl It may hot be 
unpleaſing to the Reader to compare the Deſcription, of the 


Ceremonies of che League in the following Part, with be 
ef 
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of Vitgil in the twelfth Bock. The Preparations, the Pro- | 
ceſſion of the Kings, and-their Congreſs; are mueſ more ſo- 2005" OY 


lemn and poetical in the latter; the Oath and Adjurations 
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Vor 2 7 22 cupling Hair] We Juke Baie hs whats: 
Ceremonial of the ſolemn Oath, as it was obſery'd anciently” 
by the Nations our Author 1 I muſt take this occa- 
2 of remarking that we might. Ipare ourſelves the trouble 
of reading moſt Books of Grecian Antiquities, only by being 
well. vers'd in Hamer. They: are genctallj bart 'Tranſes phe. 
ons of him, but with this u Addition, that after 


© WL 
they fay the fame over 


having quoted any thing in Verſe, 
again in Proſe. „The Antiquitates Homerice of Feitbius ma) 


ſerve as an Inſtance of. 3 What my Lord Bacon — 4 
of Authors in general, is particularly applicable to theſe of 
Antiquities, that they write —— not for Inſtrue- | 
tion, and that cheir Works are perpetual Repetition. [11908 - -/%; 
l 20: ns bargwins 29) Tam 356893. 263 Dan 
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Venss 1 And 1 to Age nerd font 29 1. 7 
x) ccni her ub, Ane This ſeems natural Senſe — 
of the Line, and not as Madam Dasier renders 1, the" 
Tribute ſhall be paid :to-:the :Poſterity "of ade Greckzt fe. * 
ever. think ſhe is ſingle in that Explication, the Mas”, "NE 
jority of the Interpreters taking it to ſignify that the Wa. | 

ry of the Grecians and this Pecuniary Ackn | 
ſhould be recorded to all Poſterizy.”. It it afſeans any more 

than this, at leaſt it cannot come up to the Senſe Madam | 
Dacier gives it; for a Nation put under perpetual Tribute Me 
is rather enſlaved,” than received to Le Prendbig and Alllance, 
whigh are the Terms of Agamemnon's Speech. It ſeems "  %\ 
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ther to be a Fine demanded as a Recompence for the Ex- 
pences of the War, which being made oer tb the Grabs; 
ſhould remain to their Poſterity for ever; that is to fay, hd 
they ſhould, never be maleſted; ſor, or which ſhould nevet be 
re-demanded in any Age as a Caſe of Injury: The Phrae i whe 
ſame we uſe at this Day, when any Purchaſe or Grant is at 
once made over to a Man an his Heirs Fa ever. With this 
will agree the Scholiaft's Note, which tells us the Mul& was 
reported to e been . the Goo then in che befie 50 
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Vase 364. The Chief the- * Filtins flew] be r 
the grand Objeftiohs which the Ignoratice*of-{ kose 
has rais d againſt, Homer, is what theq ball 4 Hefect in the 


Manners of his Heroes. They are ſhock'd to find his a 
employ d in ſuch Offices as ſlaughteriag of Beats; Vc 
they forget, that ſacrificing ben. moſt ſolemmi Ac ö 25 
ligion, =A that Kings — old in moſt Nations were alfd 


Chief Prieſts. This, among other Objections of the ſame 
kind, the Reader may ſee anſwered in the Preface, 
of 4 XXX. 
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Vans 433. Give ne, great Jove.] es Wer a Pray er 
in the Mouth of Menelauys,, but none in Paris s: Menelaus's 4 
Perſon injur d and junocent, and may therefore apply tò od 
for Tafticg ; but Parizi who! is The eee Fenining ſilent * 
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the, alpen bor of the Sword! Tis the Obſervation" of 
Euftathius on this Line, of che. Original, that we do hot only F 
ſee the Action, but imagine we bear the Bound of che break- 

ing "Sword 1 in that of t 
levers verb. And. that Hemer. 


deſign d ix, may appear from 
his having twiee ut in the %we (which was a Letter unne- 
ceſſary) to cauſe this Harſhneſs im the Verſe. As this Beauty 
could not be preſerv'd in our Lan it is endeavour'd in 


the Tranſlation to N it with e e 845 a, 
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Ven. 479. "The e e —_— having 
conveyid = Hu . AY to Helena; * 
who bad 5 72 A in order 6 draw her 
to his Pun + he better to bring this about, ſhe firſt takes 
upon her the moſt proper, Form in the World, that of a f- 
voutite Servant-Maid, and awakens her Faſſion iy repieſ S 
to her the beautiful Figure of his Perſon., Next aſſuming Her 
own Shape ſhe frightens her into a Complyance, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Struggles of Shame, Fear, and Anger, which 
break out in her Speech to the Goddeſs. This Machine is 
Alle gorical, and means no more than the Power- of Love . 
umphing over all the 
Safety. gh has an excellent Effect, as to the: Poem, in pre- 
ſerving Mill in fome degree our good Opinion: of Hens, 
whom we look upon with Compatſſion.as/conſtrain'd by <a u- 


perior Power, and whole * tends to * 198 in 180 
Eye of the Reader. | 
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had that — conceiv'd of him upon his enen N 
This Motion is but natural, and before ſhe! perceives. the. 
Deit: y. When the AﬀeRicne of 4 Woman, have been A. . 
* gained, tho they may be alienated for, a while, they 1 
ſoon. return upon her: "Holes Knew (ſays Madam Bacher | 
e 2 . is gpl P who bad once bod. BY 
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Coward.) We have here another Branch of the Female Charac- 
ter, which is, to be ruled in their Attaches by Swcce/s ; Helen 
finding the Victory belong'd to Menalaus, accuſes herſelf ſecretly ; 
of having forſaken him for the other, and immediately entertains 3 
a high h Opinion of the Man ſhe had once deſpiſed. One aß 
add * the Fair Sex are generally Admirers of Courage, and. 
naturally Friends to great Soldiers. Paris was no: Stranger 
to this Diſpoſition in them, and bad formerly endeavour d to 


give her that Opinion -of himſelf; as * from oy: Ke. 
proach to bim alter wards. 
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Ve. 255 3817. . — Ä 5 I ho 7 Feral Hons * 
be admired : for his Conduct in this: Paſſage; I find a geber 
Outcry. againſt, Paris on this Occaſion. Plutarch has led 
the way in his ITxeatiſe of reading Poets, by rematking it as 
a moſt; heinous Act o Incontinenee in him to bo to Bed t oe 
his Lady in the Day- time. Among the'Commeritators "the © 
moſt violent is the moral Ex poſitor Spondanus, who will not 
ſo much as allow him to 47 7 a civil thing to Helen. Mollis, 
effeminatus, & ſpurcus ille adulter, 57 de libidine ſug i Immi- 
nutym dicit, fed nunc magis ea*corripiq  Lngieary alias, e 
K cum primum ea iff dedit ¶ Larini ita rette. exprimut. J 
To Hoyle in re venerta) in Iuſula Cranae. Cum aliogui 35. f 
mines primi comcubitus ſoleamnt eſſe 'ardentiores. 1 could not 
deny the Reader the Biverſion of this Rennt nor Sponda- .. 
nus the Glory of his Zeal, who was but two And twenty When 
it was written. Madam Dacier is alſo very ſevere u pon Pa- 
ris, but for a Reaſon more naturat to a Lady. She is of 
Opinion that the Paſſion of the Lover would. ſearce have been 
ſo exceſſive as he here deſeribes i it, but for fear of loſing his 


Miſtreſs immediately, as' foreſceing the Greeks 1 5 | dome 
her. One may anſwer to this 


having nothing te ſay for himſelf, 
uncommon Ardour for his Lady, 
ments were to paſs inſtead of Taps 
if (in Reuenge for her*Retnar! 
on the Behaviour of Helin 
a pretty. natural Pi ickure 6f the þ 
her: firſt in Tears, 


ſight of Friam and ee Tt to \returii jo thx. * 
9 Spouſe. | 


like of him; ſhe rails, ſhe Ae be wiſhes his Death; 
and akter all, is | prevail 'd 2 * one kind Compliment, 2 — 
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and piellya0 nö Embraces. Methinks when this" 
rag eg mina are; laid! e een 44 
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their Ecailticy, it owould be! kvell Trg eit eh: 180 
other. by 1» nofftst og nad nom: nin 2 lid f ng! 


It is worth looking backward: to "hire FRY Algo here 
carry d on with reſpedt to Helena, who lives thro' this whole 
Book in a Whirl of Paſſions, and is agitated by turns with 
Sentiments of Honour and Love. The Goddeſſes made uſe 
of to caſt the Appearance of Fable over the Story, are Iris 
and Venus. When Helen is calld to the Tower to behold 
her former Friends, Iris the Meſſenger of Juno (the Goddeſs 
of Honour) is ſent for her; and when invited to the Bed- 
Chamber of Paris, Venus is to beckon her out of the Com- 
pany. The Forms they take to carry on theſe different Af- 
fairs, are properly choſen: the one afſuming the Perſon of 
the of Amer, whe preſs d molt for her being re- 
ſtor d to Menelaus; the other Shape of an old Maid, 
who was privy to the intrigue with Paris from the begin- 
ning. And in the Canfequences, as the one inſpires the 
Love of her former E ies Friends and Country; fo the 
other inſtills the Dread d egg Caſt off: ch all if ſhe for- 
ſook her ſecond Choice, a and Cauſes the Return of her Ten- 
derneſs to Paris. But if the has a Struggle for Honour, 
ſhe-is in a Botidage to Lau; 7 Which gives e; its Turn 
that way, and males Hau oftige r appear, than Iris. There 
is in one Place a Loy bets ffotected, in another a Love - 
Ito be made up, in both which the Goddeſs is kindly 
officious. She conveys Paris to Troy. when he had eſcap d 
the Enemy; which may hint his Love for his Miſtreſs, that 
hurry'd him away to juſtify. himfelf before her. She ſoftens 
and terrifies Helen, in order to make up the Breach between 
chem: And even when that Affair is . we do not e 
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The Breach of the Truce, and the firſt Battle. 


HE Gods deliberate in Council concerning the Trojan 
War: They agree upon the Continuation of it, and 
Jupiter /ends down: Minerva to break the Truce. She 

perſuades Pandarus to aim an Arrow at Menelaus, who it 
Wwornded,, butTured by Machaon. In the mean time ſome of the 
Trojan-Toop>-attack the Greeks. Agamemnon is di/tinguiſhed 
in all the Parts of a good General; he reviews the Troops and 
exhorts the Leaders, ſome by Praiſes and others by Reproofs. 
Neſtor 7s particularly celebrated for his military Diſcipline. 
The Battle joins, and great Numbers are ſlain on both ſides. 

The ſame Day continues thro this, as thro the laſt Book 
(as it does alſo tbro the two following, and almoſt to the end of 
the ſeventh Book.) The Scene is wholly in the Field before 
Troy. | Dog 
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Not thus fair Venus helps her ene * oy 

The Queen of Pleaſures ſh: 
1 5 Eachmge(Vafds, anc 

Saves in the Moment of he laſt Deſpair. 

Her Act has reſcu'd Paris forfeit Life, 

Tho? great Atrides g gain'd the glorious Strife. 
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HO N E R's n B wn 
Oh laſting. Rancour! oh inſatiate Hate e 
To Pbrygia's Monarch, and the Phy yg;au Shed: 30 
What high Offence! has fir d the Wife of N K 


so Can wretched Mortals harm the Pow'rs above? 


That Troy, and Troy eee eee 
And yor! fair Structures level with the Ground? 
Haſte, leave the Skies, fulfil thy ſtern: Deſire, 
Burſt all her Gates, and wrap her Walls in Fire! 


55 Let Priam bleed! If yet thou thirſt for more, 


Bleed all his Sons, and Ilion float with Gore, 
To boundleſs Vengeance the wide Realm be giv'n, 
Till vaſt Deſtruction glut the Queen of Heav' 0! 


So let it be, and Jove his Peace enjoy, 
60 When Heav'n no longer hears the Name of Troy. 


But ſhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 
On thy lov'd Realms whoſe Guilt demands their F ate, 
Preſume not thou the lifted: Bolt to ſtay, 


Remember Troy, and give the Vengeance! way. 


65 For know, of all th' num'rous Towns: that riſe 


Beneath the rolling Sun, and ae Skies, Ait etig 


Wich 
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Vet ſome Diſt 


And f rd the Confort of 1 the thund'ring Jove; 


B N ν. = ι,Ʒ 
Which Gods have rais d, or Earth-born Men * 


None ſtands do. dearity! Jene as ſacred, Troy. 
No Mortals merit more diſtinguiſh'd Grace 


Than Gog- -like Priam, or than Priam s "ay Lc; 70 


Still too ur, N. ame their Hecatombs expire, 
And Altars blaze with ugexſtinguiſ d Fire, 
At this the Goddeſs rolbd her radiant — * ö 
Then on che Thund' rer fix'd them, and replies 
Three Forget are Funo's on the Grecian Plains, 76 
More dear than all th' extended Earth contains, 


M Nene, Argos, and the Spartan Wall; 


_ * 


Theſe thou may'ſt raze, nor I forbid their Fall: 


'Tis not in me the Vengeance to remoye; Fa 


The Crime 8 ſufficient that they ſhare my Love. 82. 


> no "hd 


Of Pow'r ſuperior why ſrould, I complain? . BH 


5 AN 6 6.5 et 32% Ty 


Reſent I may, but m it reſtit } in vaio. 
L - ing {s 319M dene 18 * OJ 3: £1 4 


ion Juno might re: uire, 


PR, we 4, | 142 ö + 


Sprung with thy ſelf from one Celeſtial Sire, . 


*} FL) 4 | 110 21 101135 be 1 


A Goddeſs born to ſhare the Realms 3 1 857788. 
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Boowny. 

Nor thou à Wife and Siſtet/s'Ris denys 110 
Let both "conſent; and both by — comply; 
So ſhall the Gods our Joint Deetces obe = 0/7 

90 And Heav'n' hall act as we direct the Way. 
See ready Pallas waits thy high Commands, 
To raiſe in Arms the Greek and Phygian "Rin 
Their ſudden F riendſhip by her Arts may ceale, 
And the proud Trojans firſt infringe the Peace. 

9 The Sire of Men, and Monarch of the Sky 
Th' Advice approv d, and bade Minerva fly, 
Diſſolve the League, Aid all ber Arts employ 
To make the Breach the faithleſs Ad of T. 

Fir'dwith the Char ge ſhe head-long gurg'd herF lighs, 

100 And ſhot like Light ning from Olympus Height. 

As the red. Comet, from Saturnius ſent | 


Jo fright the Nations with a dire portene,, 
(A fatal Sign | to Armies on the Plain, 4 


Or trembling Sailors on the 1 wintry Maic), | 
2 * I SIDDOL). 4 
105 With ſweeping Glories slides along i in Air, 


27743 11 


And ſhakes the Sparkles from its « blazing We: ; 


NS 2 "N 
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Between | 


Bo ox IV. HOMER. ILIA . 
Between both Armies thus, in open Sight, 
Shot the bright Goddeſs in a 3 Light. 
With Eyes erect the gazing. Hoſts admire F 
The Pow'r deſcending, and the Heav'ns on \ Fire! 110 
The Gods (they cy d) the Gods this Signal lent, 
And Fate now labours with ſome: vaſt Event: 
Jove ſeals the League, or bloodier Scenes prepares; 

Jove, the great Arhiter of Peace and Wars! 

They ſaid, while Pallas thro the Ty ian Throng 125 
(In Shape a Mortal) paſs d diſguis d along. 2111 
Like bold Laadocus, her Courſe ſhe: bent, 2 
Who from Auteuor trac'd. his high Deſcent. 

Amidſt the Ranks LDcabn s Son the, found. 

The warlike Pandaruu, for Strength aenomn'd; 120 
Whoſe Squadrons, led from black Aſebut Feen 
With flaming Shields in martial. Circle ſtood. 

To him the Goddeſs: Phrgian can ſt thou ine 
A well-tim'd Counſel, with a willing Ear? 

What Praiſe were thine, could'{t bondieckchy Dart 125 
Amidſt his Triumph, to the Spartar's Heart ? 
2 P - What 


HOMER. IDA Boo I 
What Gifts from Troy, from Pariswou'd'ſtthou gain, 
Thy Country's Foe, the Grecian Glory ſlain? 
Then ſeize th* Occaſion, dare the mighty Deed, 
130 Aim at his Breaſt, and may that Aim ſucceed! 
hut firſt, to ſpeed the Shaft, addreſs 0 Vo. 
To Lycian Phebus with the Silver Bo VW. 
And ſwear the Firſtlings of thy Flock to pay 
On Zelid's Altars, to the God of Days #111. <5 
He heard, and madly at the Motion pleas'd, 
His poliſh'd Bow with haſty. Raſhneſs ſeiz d. 
Twas form'd of Horn, and ſmooth'd with artful Toi, 
A Mountain Goat reſign'd the ſhining Spoil, + 
Who pierc'd- long ſince beneath his Arrows bled 0 
140 The ſtately Quarry on the Cliffs lay dead. 
And ſixteen Palms his Brows large Honours foread:\ 
The Workman join'd, and ſhap'd the bended Horns, 
And beaten Gold each taper Point adorns, © 
This, by the Greeks unſeen, the Warrior bends, 
145 Screen'd by the Shields of his ſurrounding Friends. 
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There 


Bo Ox IV. HOMER. THLIAD. 
There meditates the Mark; and couching low, 
Fits the ſharp, Arrow to the well-ſtrung Bow: 
One, from a hundred feather'd Deaths he FW 


Fated to wound, and Cauſe of future Woes. 
Then offers Vows, with Hecatombs to crown, 


Apollo's Altars in his Nie er 
Now with full Force the yielding N he * 
Drawn to an Arch, and joins the doubling Ends; 
Cloſe to his Breaſt he ſtrains the Nerve below, 
Till the barb'd Point approach the circling Bow ; 


Th' impatient Weapon whizzes on the Wing, 


2 
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155 


Soundsthe tough Horn and twangs thequiv'ringString. 


But Thee, Atrides ! in that dang rous Hour 
The Gods forget not, nor thy Guardian Pow r. 
Pallas aſſiſts, and (weaken d in its Force) 
Diverts the Weapon from its deſtin'd Courſe, | 
So from her Babe, when, Slumber ſeals his Eva 
The watchful Mother wafts th' envenom d F Wor! 
Juſt where bis Belt with golden Buckles j hoid dd 
Where Linen F olds the double Corſlet lin d, 


/ 


Pp * She 5 
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HOME K, IE EAD oc IV. 
She turn'd the Shaft, which hiffing from above, 
Paſs'd the broad Belt, and thro"the Corflet drove; 
The Folds it pierc'd, the plaited Linen tore, 
And raz d the Skin and drew the Purple Gore. 


r70 As when fome {ately T rappings are decreed, 
To grace a Monarch on His bounding Steed, 


A Nymph in Carin or Meonia bred, 
Stains the pure IVry with a hvely Red; 
With equal Luſtre various Colours vie, 
:75 The ſhining Whiteneſs, and the Tyrian Dye. 
So, great Atritler! fhow'd' thy facred Blood, 
As down thy ſnowy Thighdiftifl'd the ſtreaming Flood. 
With Horror feind, the King of Men deſcryd 
The Shaft infix'd, and ſaw the guſhing Tide: 
180 Nor leſs the Spartan fear'd, before he found 
The ſhining Barb appear above the Wound. 
Then, with a Sigh that heav'd' his manly Breaſt, © 
| The Royal Brother thus his Grief expreſt, 
Andigraſp'd his Hand; while all the Greeks around 
185 With anſwering Sighs return d the plaintive Sound. 
Oh 
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BOORE IVI Ho MER. IDIAD. 
Oh dear as Life! did I for this agree | 
The ſolemn "Trace, a fatal Truce to thee | 
Wert thou expos' d to all the hoſtile Trding* 
To fight for Greece, and conquer, to be Hin Fi, 
The Race of Trojan in thy Ruin voin 

And Faith is ſcorn'd by all the perjar'd 1 1 
Not thus our Vows, confirn'd with Wine and * 
Thoſe Hands we plighted, and thoſe Oaths we ſwore, 
Shall all be vain: When Heav'n's Revenge ne, 
Jove but prepares to ſtrike the fiercer Blow. 
The Day ſhall come, that great avenging Day, 
Which Tro) s proud Glories in the Duſt ſhall lay, F 
When Priums Pow'rs and Priams ſelf ſhall fall, 
And one prodigious Ruin ſwallow All. 
I ſee the God, already, from the Pole 
Bare his red Arm, and bid the Thunder roll; 
I ſee th Eternal all his Fury ſhed 
And ſhake his Aigzs oer their guilty Hook... 
Such mighty Woes on perjur'd Princes wait; 
But thou, alas! deſerv'ſt a happier Fate, 
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Ho MER. IL IAD Boon I 
Still muſt T mourn the Period of thy Days, 
And only. mourn, without my Share of Praiſe? -/ 
Depriv'd of thee, the heartleſs Greeks'no more 
Shall dream of Conqueſts on the hoſtile Seore; 

210 Troy ſeiz d of Helen, and our Glory loſt, 
Thy Bones ſhall moulder on a foreign Coaſt : 


While ſome proud Trojan thus inſulting cries, 
(And ſpurns the Duſt where Menelaus lies) 
« Such are the Trophies Greece from Ilion brings, 
215* And ſuch the Conqueſts of her King of Kings! 
Lo his proud Veſſels ſcatter'd o'er the Main, 
« And unreveng'd, his mighty Brother ſlain.” - 
Oh! e're that dire Diſgrace ſhall blaſt my Fame, 
O'erwhelm me, Earth! and hide a Monarch's Shame. 
220 He ſaid: A Leader's and a Brother's Fears 
Poſſeſs his Soul, which thus the Spartan chears: 
Let not thy Words the Warmth of Greece abate; 
The feeble Dart 1 is guiltleſs of my Fate: 
Stiff with the rich embroider d Work around, 
225 My * Belt * the fly ing Wound. 
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Boos IV. HOMER, -ILIAD 333 
To whom the King. My Brother and my Friend, 

Thus, always thus, may Heav'n thy Life defend 

Now ſeek ſome skilful Hand whoſe Pow'rful Art 

May ſtanch th' Effuſion and extract the Dart. 

Herald, be ſwift, and bid Machadn bring 230 

His ſpeedy ſuccour to the Spartan King; 

Pierc'd with a winged Shaft (the Deed of Troy) 

The Grecian Sorrow, and the Dardan's Joy. 

With haſty Zeal the ſwift Talthybins flies; 

Thro' the thick Files he darts his ſearching Eyes, 2385 

And finds Machabn, where ſublime he ſtands © 

In Arms encircled with his native Bands. 

Then thus: Machavn, to the King repair, 

His wounded Brother claims thy timely Care; 

Pierc'd by ſome Lycian or Dardanian Bow, md 

A Grief to us, a Triumph to the Fo. 

The heavy Tidings griev'd the God-like Man; j 

Swift to his Succour thro? the Ranks he ran: 

The dauntleſs King g yet ſtanding firm he found, 


And all the cn in deep Concern around. 245 
Where 


HOMER. + FLIAD. Bo ox AV. 
Where to the ſteely Point the Reed: was Join d, 
The Shaft he drew, but left the Head behind. 
Strait che broad Belt with gay Embroid'ry-grac'd 
He loos'd ; the Corſlet from his Breaſt bn 

250 Then ſuck d the Blood, and Soy'reign Balm n 
Which Chiron gave, and AM ſculabiut us d. 5 | 

While round thePrince theGreeks employ acer 

The Trojans ruſh tumultuous to the War; 

Once more they glitter in refulgent en FN. 

255 Once more the Fields are filld with dire Alarms. 
Nor had you ſeen the King of Men appear 
Confus'd, unactive, or ſurpriz d with Fear a 5 

But fond of Glory, with ſevere Delight, 

His beating Boſom claim'd the riſing Fight. 

260 No longer with his warlike Steeds he ſtay'd, 
Or preſs'd the Car with poliſh'd Brafs inlay 4 


But left Eurymedon the Reins to guide; 
The fiery Courſers ſnorted at his ſide. 


On Foot thro' all the martial Ranks he moves, 
265 And theſe encourages, and thoſe reproves 
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Brave 
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Brave Men! i crjes: (to ſuch. | who boldly date 
Urge: their ſwift Stecds to face the coming War) 
Your ancient Valour on the Hoes a p,H188 
Jode is with Greece, and. let us truſt i in Jo wm. 
'Tis not. for us but Zuilty Tray to dead, eic: 1A. 
Whoſk Crimes ſit heavy on her perjur d Head: 
Her Sons and Matronk (Greece ſhall lead in Chains, 
And her dead Warriors ſtrowthe mouraſul Plains. | 
Thus with new Ardourhe the . 5 
Or thus the fearfub with Neproaches fle ens 
Shame to your Country, Standal of your Kin tot 
Born to the Fate ye well deſerve to fd! 
Why ſtand ye gazing taund the dreadful Plain. 
Prepar'd-far Flight, but doam'd to fly in Vain? 
Confugd and panting, thus, the hunted Deer 28 
Falls as he flies, 4 Victim to his Fear. [03 is nis 4 
Still muſt: ye wait the Fos, and Kill retire, 2 
Till yon tall Veſſels blaze with Tybjan Fire? 
Or truſt ye, Joe d vallant Fee ftiall ace 
To ſave a trembling, (Heartleſs daſtard e, 0 Tins 
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HOMER. IU BOA. 
This ſaid, he ſtalk'd with ample Strides Along, 
To Cyete's brave Monarch and his martial Throng; 509 
High at their Head he fa the Chief appear, 100 
And bold Meriunes excite the Rear. 
590 At this th& Kihg hig Renvybus Joy expreſt. 
And claſp'd the MWatrioſ to bis Armed Breaſt. Wi 
Divine Jdomentus! what Thanks we owe 
To Worth like thine ? hat Praiſe ſhall ue beſtoꝰ 
To thee the foremoſt Honours are decreed, at 
295 Firſt in the Fight, and ev r graceful Deed. u 10 
For this in Banquets: when the gen rous Bo-] ”a . A 
Reſtore our Blood, ,and-raiſe the;Wartior's es = 
Tho! all the reſt with ſtated Rules we bound 
Unmix'd, unmeaſur diare thy Goblets crown mT 


zo Be ſtill thy ſelf; in Arms a mighty Namen 


Maintain thy Honours, and enlarge, thy Fame. 

Towhom the Cretan thus his Speech addreſty: 1¹⁰¹ 
Secure of me, O King exhort the reſt::: 
Fix d to thy, Side, in ew ry. Toil I ſhare, non 10 


305 Thy firm, Aſſociate 1 in the Day K YY ar. 8 ovsl T 
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_—— E E. en LI 
But 0 this Moment givn; * 0 
To mix an Fight is all Lask of Heavin e. 
The Field al, prove; how; Periuries ſucceed-. 
Chains or Death avenge their impious Deed. 
Charmed with this Heat, the King his Courſe — 310 
And next the Troops of either Has views 
In one. firm Orb the Bands were rang d around, 
A Cloud of, Heroes blacken'd.all eee, A 
Thus, from the. lofty Promontory's Brom 
A Swain . ſuxveys the gath ri ring Storm below; 1 12 7 328 
Slow fro om the Main the. heavy Vapours riſe, 
Spread i in dir Streams, and ſail along the . ' 
Till black as Night the ſwelling g Tempeſt hows, 
The Cloud condenſing as the Weſt-Wind blows; 
He dreads th impending Storm, nt me 
To the cloſe Covert of an arching Rock. 
Such, and ſo thick, th embattel'd Squadrons 1 | d, 
With Spears erect, a moving Iron Wood; 
A ſhady Light was ſhot from ee 211] 
And their brown An ableut d, the dusky ba. 11 345 
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"WORE EK R's IId Brow W. 

O Heroes“ worthy ſuch a dauntlefs Train, 1% & 
Whoſe God-like Virtue we bat urge in vain! OL N 3 
(Exclaim'd the King) who #aife your Eüger Rand a 4 
With great Tximples more than loud Commands. 

A CCI - 
Such Souls as burm in your Exalted Breuſt! tt b. 
Soon ſhould our Arms wir juſt Succeſs derben 
And Ney $ proud Walls lie ſmoaking on the Ground. 
Then tv the next the Gen'ral'bends his Courſe; 
335 (His Heart exults, and glories in his Force) Ny 
There rev'rend We for ranks his Pylian Bac 
And with inſpiring Kloquence commands, 
Wich ftrifteft Order ſets his Tr am in 
The Chiefs adviſes, and the Soldiers warms. | 
340 Maftor, Q mur, Hermon round him wait, i 
Bias the good, and Pelagon the great. 1.09 
The Horſe and Chariots to the Front eo 
The Foot (the Strength of War) he rang'd behind; 
The middle Space ſuſpected Troops fupply, oy 
345 HEY a, * both, nor left the a r to oF 4 
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Bo or IV. HOMER: b 
| He give Command to curb ie ſiery Steed, 

Nor cguſe Confuſon, nor the Ranks creed; 
| Before the teſt let nont tooriraſhly rides 
No Strength nor Skill, but juſt in Time, be try'd: 
The Charge once made, no Warrior turn the Rein, 380 
But Acht. or fall; a firm, embo y'd Train. iT 
He whom the Fortune of the Field ſhall caſt 

From forth his Chariot; mount the next in haſts; 
Nor ſcek unpractis d to direct the Car, 
Content with Jaw lins to provoke/the Wr 355 
Our great Fore- fathers held this prudent: Courſe, 
Thus rul'd their Ardour, thus preſery 'd their Force, 
By Laws like theſe Immortal OI 
And Earth” S proud Tyrants low in Aſhes * 
80 ſpoke che Maſter of the martial Art, 


And touch d with T ranſport great Airiler Heart. 
Oh! bad ſt wou Strength to match thy bra ve Deſires, 


And Nerves to ſecond what thy Sul inſpires! 

But waſting Years that wither human Race, 
Exhauſts thy e and * Arms embrace. 3865 
if | What 
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Ho RR IIA Reer 
What once thou wert, ob ever might thou bel! | 
And Age the Lot of any Chief but thiee. 
Thus to th experienced Prince Hirides cryd 3-11 
He ſhook his hoary Locks and thus reply'd.*:- 
370 Well might I wiſh, could Mortal Wiſh renew 
That Strength which once in boilin 8 * outh I ew 
Such as I was, when Ereuthalion ſain 
Beneath this Arm fell proſtrate on the Plain. 
But Heav'n its Gifts not all WO eee Mod 
375 Theſe Years with Wiſdom crowns} with Action thoſe⸗ 
The Field of Combate fits the Young) and Bold 
The ſolemn Council beſt becomes the Old- 
Jo you the glorious Conflict I reſign; | - 4.) 
Let ſage Advice, the Palm of Age, be mine. 
380 He ſaid. With Joy the Monarch march d belüre, 
And found  Meneftheus on the duſty Shore, 0 buy, 
With whom the firm Athenian. Phalanx ſands; 5 0 
And next Ulyſſes, with his Subject Bands. 
Remote their Forces lay, nor knew {6 far | 
385 The peace int; ing'd, nor heard the Sounds of Wars: 
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Bo o IV 
The Tumult late begun; they ſtobd intent 1 
To watch the Motion, dubious of th — . 


The King, who ſaw their Squadrons yet. uritnov'd, at 
With haſty: Ardour thus the Chiefs reprov d. 


Can Peicuf Son beer « Watrioes , 3090 


And fears Cyſſes, skill'd in Vr Art? AC) 
Why ſtand you diſtant; and the reſt a. 214 
To mix in Combate which>your:ſelves negle& 1 
From you *twas hop'd amorig the firſt to dare 
The Shock of Armies and commence the War- | 394 
For this your Names are call, before che 'teſt; © 4 
To ſhare the Pleaſures of the Genial Beaſt: ad! 
And can you, Chiefs! without a Bluſh ſurvey 
Whole Troops before vou lab ring i in the 80 Ki 1 
Say, is it thus thoſe Honours: you requite 2 # 21.7 0 
The firſt in Banquets but the laſr in Fight. WO 
U Mes heard; The Hero's Warmth d' — 
His Check with Bluſbes; and ſevere, he laid: 1 
Take back th' unjuſt ee e ab and 


Sheath'd'in bright Ans and n 40 3 
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362. HOMER. ILL Boo BP 
If glorious Deeds afford thy Soul delight: 
Behold: me plunging in the thickeſt Fight. Go 
Then give thy Warror-Chuef a Warriors D ar 27 
Who dares to act whate'er thou: dar'ſt to view. 
410 Struck with his gen'rous:Wrath,. the King pls 
Oh great in Action, and in Council wiſe! 
With ours, thy Care and Ardour are ade 10 
Nor need I to command, nor ought to blame. 
Sage as thou art, and learn'd in Human kind, 
415 Forgive the Tranſport of a martial Mind. 
Haſte to the Fight, ſecure of juſt r 14707 
The Gods that make, ſhall keep the Worthy, _ 
He faid, and paſs'd where great 7'ydides 50 f 
His Steeds and Chariots wedg d in firm W NT, 
429(The warlike Sthenelus attends his ſide) . 
To whom with ſtern Reproach the Modanch 7 41 
Oh Son of Tydens'! (He, whoſe Strength could tame 
The bounding Steed, in Arms a mighty Name)) KM 
Cam ſt thou, remote, the ming ling Hoſts: ee. * 
425 Wich Hands unactive, and a an nd 2. 7 
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BoowIW. HOMER, IE. 
Not thus thy Sire the fierce-Bncountet feur de! 
Still firſt in F ront the matchleſs Prince appear d· 
What glorious Toils, hat Wonders they recite; 
Who view d him lab ring thro' the Ranks of Fight! 
I ſaw him once, hen gath'ring martial Po-.]• s 430 
A peaceful Gueſt; he ſought: Myceng's Tow'rsj.c' 
Armies he ask d, and Armies had been giyn, 

Not we deny d, but Jene forbad from Heawn; 
While dreadful Comets ghring. from afar; © - 

F orewarn q the Horrors of the Theban War. 35 
Next, ſent by Greece from here 3 4 
A Fearleſs, Envoy, he approach d the Foess 
Thebes hoſtile, Walls, unguarded and aloge,, "OY 
Dauntleſs he enters, ad demands t the Throne, 


The Tyrant feaſting watl b his Chiefs h he found, 440 
And dar'd jo, Combate. all thoſe Chicks around; 


Aft 2 3117 


Dar d and ſubdu d, before their Weber ty, 10 et, 


5 2134 136% Wing! 5 
For P 


allas : ſtrung by 


Stung with the Shame 


To bar his is Fee . ity 
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Warriors. lay 1 
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HOME Ib Boow I 
Two Heroes ee ee adh 20/7 
Mon the fierce, and hardy Eyeipbun im Hay” 


Thoſe fifty flaughter'd in the gloomy V Ms 1851 
He ſparẽ d but one to bear the dreadful Tale. ( 


Gods! how the Son degarrates from the Sire? 
No Words the God-like Biumed N d. 
But heard reſpectful, and in ſecret burn'd 104% 
Not fo fierce Capanens” undatmted Son, 1596 
458 Stern as his Sire," the Boaſter thus we 
What needs, O Monarch, this invidious Praiſe, 
Our ſelves to leſſen, while our Sires a mie? 
Dare to be juſt; Ar iir! and confeſs © We a a 
Our Valbur equal, tho” our Fury: leſs.” whe 
n fewer Troops u we ſtorm d the ian Wall,” 


And happier, faw the Sev "fold FO heb fall b 1b ba 


In impious Acts the sec K "thts d ya; bas | i "we 


The Sons ſubdu'd, for Heay' in Was Fe their de. yy 
IRAN i 400 
Par more than Heirs ol all our Pa rent's | RE 2 


III <9 5 3 ff 1X by 
Mid; Glories darken ea diminiſh bd Nl. "IR 
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To bim T ider thus My Friend forbrar; 
Suppreſs by "Paſſion, dnd«the+ Ning ee, po 
His high Contern may well excuſe: this Rage, 
Whoſe Cauſe we follow, and v hoſe War 0 37 
His the firſt Praiſe, were: Nins Tom N erthro ſora 
And, if we fail, che chief Diſgract his ο²jmãA t 
Let him the, Greeks to hardy Tuils Excite - 
Tis burs, to: labour im the glurioud Right al 

He ſpoke; and ardent, on the trembling Groimd ' 
Sprung from Hit Car; hib „ eee 1 8 
Dire was the Cling, and dreadful frotm _ 4 
Of arm d Thdider ruſhing to the War 
As when tlie W inds, aſcending by * 801 
Firſt move the whlitening Surkace of the _ 

The Billows float in order” to the Shore, Wade 

The W. ave- behind rolls on che Wave before ; 7 Dri 

Till, with the growing Storm, the Deeps ariſe,; 

Foam o'er the Rocks; and thunder — Harb 

So to the Fight the thick Bultulabiür klirong, 8 VV 

Shields arg don Shields, and Men: drove Welte 48; Þ 
5 e | | Sedate 


346 


BDOTUW 
Sedate and ſilent move the num rous Bands; 
No Sound, no Whiſper, but their Chief 3 


u Eh 


Thoſe only heard; with Awe he reſt obey; ick e 
As if ſome God had ſnatch'd/ their Voice; away. 


499 Not ſor the- Frame ] from their Hoſt ſdendss 


A gen' ral Shout that all the Region. tehds 
As when: the flecey! Flocks! unnumberd>ftand;c! 15. 


In wealthy Folds) and wait the Milker's 1 ele 
The hollow: Vales inceſſant Bleating: alls 


495 The Lambs reply: from all the :nEigh Erg ihn: 


Such Clamours roſe from various Nations round 


Mix d was the Murmur, and confus d the Sound. 


Each Hoſtinow een 21 
Theſe Mars ineites, and thoſe Minerva fress. 


500 Pale Flight around, - and. dreadful Terror reign; 


5085 She 


any mom! raging barbs, the Lv Plain: T7 gp iT 


Small at. "Ou Birth, On; ev'ry eee, ts. * 
While ſcarce the Skies her horrid Head can bound, of. 
ſtalks on ank. and ebe World eroubl\' - 
. Ty 9 The 
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Bοfοπνfẽ Hou R, I 347 
The N ations bleed, where · e er her Steps ſhe turns, 
The Groan ſtill deepens, and the Combate burns. 
Now Shield with Shield, with Helmet 1 — 
To Armour Armour, Lance to Lance oppos 5 1; 
Hoſt againſt Hoſt with thadowy Squadrons _— 
The ſounding: Darts in Iro Tempeſt fler; 
Victors and Yangquiſh'd: Join promiſcudus Coles „ 40! 
And ſhrilling, Shouts and dying Groans art 57 (e 
With ſcreaming Blood the {lippiry Fields are dy * an 
And laughter d Heroes ſwell the dreadful Tide: 5841.5. 
Drrents x in eas d by num rous Rills. 
With Rage impetuous de wn. their echoing g Hills 
Ruſh to the Vales, and pour d along We, *. 
Roar thro a thouſand Chanels to the, Main; * 55 
The diſtant Shepherd trembling hears che nnn a0. 
80 boch Nee and ip. their Cries rebound,, ;} /. 
The bold elde e the. Slaughter | oold al. 


The firſt who. ſtrook 2 , valiant Trojen dead wd 301 


At great Echepolus the; Lay Ce Arrive Nt, 51 1 


Raz 'd his hagh.s Creſt, and thrg his Helmet drives, 86s 
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Warm'd in che Brain the brazen Weapon lies, 
And ſhades' Eternal ſettle oer His Eyes Toi) od T- 
So ſinks a Tow'r, that long Aſſaults Had ſtoocd 
Of Force and Fire; its Walls beſmear d with Blood. 
Asse Klim, the bold * Leader of th Abuntiun Throng i 
Geiz d to deſpoil, and dragg'd che Corps along: 
But while he ſtrove to tug th inſerted Dart, 
Agenor's Jav'lin' reach'd the Hero's Heart. 
His Flank, vag varded by his ample Shield, 
535 Admits the Lance: He falls, and ſpurns the Fi: 
The Nerves unbrac'd' cpa his Limbs' no more; * 
The Soul comes floating in a Tide of Gore. 


Trojans and Greeks now gather round the Stain; + 
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The War renews, the Wartiors bleed 4 again; 7 805 
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540 As o er their Prey rapacious Wolves engage, cell 
Man dies on Man, an all his Blood a nd R Rage 5 

In bloo ng Vouth fair Simoiftus fell, 

Sent by great Ajax to the Shades of Hell; 
Fair Simoiſius, whom his Mother bore pd £8 | 

545 ſe thy Flocts « on filve er. r Simo Shore: "_ : 


Book IV. Hou N IIA 9 
The Nymph deſcending from the Hills of Ic, 
To ſeek her P arents on his flow ry Side, Acul bak 
Brought forth the Babe, their common Care and 0. 
And thence from Sinpit namid che lovely Boy. 
Short was his Date! : by dreadful” Hav lan 550 
He falls and readers all their Cares im vnn. 
So falls a Poplar, that in watry Grouded 
Rais 'd high the Head, with ſtately Branches bed, 
(Felrd by ſome Artiſt with his ſhining Steel 
To ſhape the Circle of the bending Wheel) 555 
Cut down it lies, tall, ſmooth, and largely = | 
With all its beauteous Honours on its Head; 
There left a Subject to the Wind and Rain, 
And ſcorch d by Suns, it withers on che Plain 
Thus piercd by ax, Simoifins lies 6 
Stretch d on the Shore; and: i die b 
At Ajax Autiphie his Javilin threwr © 520 
| The pointed Lance with erring Fury flew: 0] 8 * 4.3 
And Leutus,::lov'driby wiſe nes od wos 
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359 HOME NN IIIA D. Bbo «ay. 
He drops the Corps of Sane "hin} tay EL SNN 
And ſinks a breathleſs Carcaſs on the Pain LoT 
This ſaw Ulyſes, and with Gtief enrag d agu 
Strode where the foreinoſt of the Foes engag d; 5007 
570 Arm'd with his Spear, he meditates the Wound, 
In Act to throw; but cautious,” look'&'aroutid! | 
Struck at his Sight the Trojans backward: i, 0 , 
And trembling heard theiJav'lin-as-it flew, |: 5 1 
A Chief ſtood nigh who from Abydos came, 
575 Old Priam's Son, Democoòn Was his Name; 1 
The Weapon enter d cloſe above his Ear, > 100 
Cold thro' his Temples glides thewhizzing VR 
With piercing Shrieks the Youth reſigns his bs. 
His Eye-balls darken with the Shades of Death; 
580 Down ſinks the Chief; his clanging Arms refound; 
And his broad Buckler rings againſt the Ground. 
. with Affright the boldeſt Foes. appar; 
1 1 God- like Hector ſeems himſelf to fear; 
| | Slow. he gave way che reſt tumultuous fled bak L 
585 The Greeks \ with Shouts pee on, and * che Dead, 
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But Phoebus dow from; Ila s tow'ring Height iT 


Shines forth teveal'd, and animates the Fight. 
Trojans 


5 be bold, and Force with Force oppoſe ;i! 
Your/foaming Steed urge headlong on the Foes. 


Nor ar e their Bodies Rocks, zor ribb d with Steel; 585 


Your Weapons enter, and your Strokes they feel 


W 


Have e forgot 1 ſeem'd your Dread before ? A 


The great, 1 the fierce Achilles | fights, no more. ern 


Apollo thus from iow 8 lofty Tow'rs 355 


1071 


Si 
1 A 


on 8 
1 1 EE > 
1 : 


| % 
* 5 


Array' d i in Terrors x rowz'd the 7 rojan Pow'rs: 590 


While War's fierce God dc deſs fires the Grecian Foe, 


And ſhouts and thunders f in the F ields below. 
Then great Diares fell, by Doom Diyine, 


. 


In valn, his Valour, and illuſtrious Line. Tes 


A broken Rock the FE orce of Pirus threw,-. 


(Who from Cold Aim led the racian Crew 
Full on his Ankle dropt the pe nd'rous Pong 228 
Burſt the ſtrong Nerves, and craſh? d the ſolid Bone 


Supine he tumbles on the crimſon d. Sa ; 
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Before his helpleſs, Friends, and native Bands, 2 


And ſpreads for Aid his unavailing lande ns 
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352 HOMER IIA bent w 
The Foe ruſh'd furious as he patits for Breuth, 
And thre' his Navel drove the pointed Death: 
His guſhing Entrails ſmoak d upon the — 
6:0 And the warm Life came iſſuing from the _— 
His Lance bold T'hoas yy nque*ror ſen 
Deep in his Breaſt above the Pap it went, 
Amid the Lungs was fix'd the winged ' Wood, 
And quiv'ring in his heaving Boſom ſtood: 
615 Till from the dying Chief approaching near, 
Th' Atolian Warrior tuggz d hrs weighty Spear: 
Then ſudden 'wav'd his flaming Faulchion round, 
And gaſh'd his Belly with a ghaſtly Wound. 
The Corps now breathleſs on the bloody Plain, 
620 To ſpoil his Arms the Victor ſtrove i in vain; 
The Thracian Bands againſt the Victor preſt; 
A Grove of Lances glitter d at his Breaſt. 
Stern Thoas, glaring with revengeful Eyes, 
In ſullen Fury flowly quirs the Prize. 
625 Thus fell two Heroes ; one the Pride of Thrace, 
And one the Leader of ch Epeias R Race; 0 


Death. 
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Boox IV. HOMER, ILIAD. 
Death? s ſable Shade at once o'ercaſt their Eyes, 
In Duſt the Vanquiſh'd, and the Victor lies. 
With copious Slaughter all the Fields are red, 
And heap'd with growing Mountains of the Dead. 
Had ſome brave Chief this martial Scene beheld, 
By Pallas guarded thro the dreadful Field, 
Might Darts be bid to turn their points away, 
And Swords around him innocently play, 

The Wars whole Art with Wonder had he ſeen, 
And counted Heroes where he counted Men. 


And Crowds on Crowds triumphantly expir'd. 
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So fought each Hoſt, with Thirſt of Glory fir'd, 
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2 has taken 


1 the whale. Tenour of ory. in 7 111 


the laſt Book is followed in hs twelfth. 


The T ruce and the ſolemn Oath, the Breach 


he Wav of nes, is oenda 


ings 
wie grant, by Virgil with great Judgmen 


Fire in theſe two Authors, „ 40 eee fin ab 


of it thrown by Tolummnius, Ju 

turna s iocitng the Latines to renew the W 
Cure, and the Battel Jn 
ing, all theſe are manifeſtiy c from hence. "The So- 
lemnity, ze, and Variety of theſe Circumſtances cem d 


to hien of . enough, to build the Hane Cataſtrophe 
of his Work upon them; tho in Homer 
to the general Action, and Gb Ins 28 


füll erer by all that follows thera. , "Th 
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Fe ek 
Poem with-a becoraing Mak ;. Yetthe ug e 
with that which is but the cooleſt Part of Homer's Action, 
tends in ſome degree to ſhew the Wr "of of the Poctical 
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(as M. Dacier YH from * . he bore to Troy 'Z 
Since if Menelaus by their help had gain'd a compleat Vice 3 
tory, the Siege had been rais'd, and the City deliyer d. On 
the contrary, Juno and Mingrog might ſuffer Paris to eſcape; MW 
as the Method to continde the War to the total Deſtrudion 9 
of Troy. 'And accordingly a few Liries after we find them com- _ 5 | 
| plotting together, and contrring 4 "new een of Miſeries = 
to the Trojans. ITS Is 5 Aon Ft; 7 VVA 
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FA 985 makes it a Queſtion, Whether the foreg ding of 
ate ſhould determine the Controverſy, or. the 'Peace be bro- 
ken. _ His putting it thus, that Paris is nor killed, bat Mene- 
Laus bas 75 Vi 170 ory, gives a Hint for a Diſpute Whether the 
Cough ions of the Treaty were © valid or anhullens chat iy to 


Fa ifory or by the Death of one of. 1 Combataam f 1 


. been diſputed whether the Articles Were really | 
binding to th Trojans or, not? OY has treated: wo X 
Quilt in tits S9-pofracks, I. g. gut 13. The Subſtance 


this. In the firft Pro poſal of the Chalet age Faris — 
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only the Willi And who his e ſhall in Arms "ih 


Nor does Hector who carries it ſay any more. However Me- 
nelaus underſtands it of the Death by what he replies: Fall 
he that maſs beneath Bis Rival's Arms," And live: the 1 Iris 
to Helen fpeaks only of the former; and Tdeus to Prium re 
peats the ſame Words. But in the ſolemn Oath: Apamenmon 
ſpecifies the latter, I by Paris flain-——and- If by un Brbther's 
Arms the Trojan bleed. /\Priam alſo n ee it of both, 
ſaying at his leaving the Field; bar Prince'fball fall Head u 
only knows — (I do not cite the Greek becauſe the Engliſh 
has preferv'd the ſame” Nicety.) Paris himſelf confeſſes 
he has loft the Victory, in his Speech to Holen, which he 
would hardly have done bad the whole led: on that 
alone: And laſtly Menelaus (after the C ſt id clearly his 
by the Flight of Pars) is ſtill ſearching round the Field to 
kill him, as if all were of no effect without the Death of his 

Adverſary. It appears from hence that che Tram had no 
ill Pretence to break the Treaty, ſo that Hamer ought not 
to have been directly accus d of making Jupiter the Author 
of Perjury in what follows, which is one of che Chief of 
Plato's „ mo him. | Was E 
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VaAsE 31. 7h "ſecret as er 17 Minerve's - Bra 
Spondanus IS 7% that 1 . who in the firft B 
had reſtrain d 8 7 of. billes, had now an Opt 
nity of exerting he fame Conduct in reſpect to wat We 
may bring the Aae cloſe, by obferving” that ſhe had be- 
ſons per « in like manner à Su xerior;, who” had ord her 
by ſharp Expreſſions, and” \ ofe' 'Coutiſets* rin againſt her 
Senn In all which the Poet takes Cart to preferve her 
ſtill in the Practice of that W, pn of which ſhe 1 was Goddeſs. 
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„ Te rakes; W 
Vals 55. Let Priam Bleed, &c.] We find in PerfiussSa- | 
tyrs the Name of Labeo, as an ill Poet who made a miſera- 

ble Tranſlation of the Iliad; one of thoſe Verſes is ſtill pre- 

ſerv'd, and happens to be that of this Place. 

1 13909 io tate A was 
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CTrudum manduces Priamum, Priamique. pifennos. _ | 
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teral (as the old Scholiaft on Perſius obſerves.) And one 
cannot but take notice that Ogi/by's and Hobbes's in this Place 
1 | are not unlike Labeo's. FO Flo ep, 5 ON 
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| It may ſeem from this, that his Tranſlation was ſervilely li- 
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. Banz King and People thow would ft eat alive, 
i And eat up Priam and bis Children all. 
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VERSE 61. But ſhould this Arm prepare to wreak our Hate 


| On thy loud Towns-----—- ] 
Homer in this Place has made Jupiter to propheſy the 


N Deſtruction of Mycenæ the favour'd City of Juno, which 
ö happen'd a little before the Time of our Author. Strab. l. 8. 


The Trojan War being over, and the Kingdom of Agamemnon 
3 | deſtroy d, Mycenz daily decreas d after the Return of the He- 
| raclidæ: For theſe becoming Maſters of Peloponneſus, caſt ou? 

the old Inhabitants ;. ſo that they who poſſeſs d Argos overcame 
Mycenz alſo, and contracted both into one Body. A ſhort time 
after, Mycenz was deſtroy d by the Argives, and not the leaf 


Remains of it are now to be found. , 
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for which Homer is blamed by Plato, who introduces Sorrares 
reprehending it in his Dialogue of the Republick. And in- 
deed if it - were granted that the Trojans had no Right to 
break this Treaty, the preſent Machine where 


Juno is made 
to propoſe Perjury, Jupiter to allow it, and Minerva to be 
commiſſion'd to haſten the Execution of it, would be one of 


the hardeſt to be reconciled to reaſon in the whole Poem. 
Unleſs even then one might imagine, that Homer's Heaven is 
ſometimes no more than an Ideal World of abſtracted Beings ; 
and ſo every Motion which riſes in the Mind of Man is attri- 
buted to the Quality to which it belongs, with the Name of 
the Deity who is ſuppos d to preſide over that Quality ſuper- 
added to it. In this Senſe the preſent Allegory is caſy enough. 
Pandarus thinks it Prudence to gain Honour and Wealth at 
the Hands of the Trojans by deſtroying Menelaus. This Sen- 
timent is alſo incited by a Notion of Glory, of which Juno 
is repreſented as Goddeſs. Jupiter. who is ſuppos d to know 
the Thoughts of Men, permits the Action which he is not 
Author of, but ſends a prodigy at the ſame time to give warn- 
ing of a coming Miſchief, and accordingly we find both Ar- 
mies nee ur the 8 75 of fit in in the RE: Lines. 


. * [42 Aren a 8 } 05 10/483. 
46% gilde Blot en ann 8 fave 197 
Vid 120. „ Pigktaran Ba 8 renown d.] Homer, ſays 
Plutarch in his Treatiſe of the Pythian Oracle, makes not 
the Gods to uſe all Perſons indiffercntly as their ſecond Agents, 
but each according to the Powers he is endu d with by Art or 

Nature. For, a Proof of this, he puts us in Mind how Mi- 
nerva when ſhe would perſuade the Greeks, ſeeks for U, lyſſes ; 
when ſhe would break the Truce, for * ; and when 
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| as he calls. it, the Ae Sudden, the Foundation: of future. Hoes) 


tion ſome way corfelponding to its eee For this, 
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ſhe would conquer, for Diomed. if we conſult the Scholia 
upon this Inſtance, they give tfeveral Reaſons' why Pandarus 
was particularly proper for the Occaſion. The Goddeſs went 
not to. Wee becauſe they hated Parit, and (as we are 
told. the end of the ſotegaing Book) would rather have 

given him up, than have dene an ill Action for him: Ble 
the laoks. amogg the Allies, and finds Pardarus who 
Was of a Nation noted · for Nerfidiouſneſed and;hat a Soul ava- 
riciqus enough to be capable of engaging in this Frrachery 
for the hopes of a Reward fram Parit: as appears by his be- 
ing O . covetous as not to bring Horſes to the Siege for” fear 
of the eee of cham as ec ws . a dle 
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b 141. N Pals Both the Horus together 
made this Length; and not each, as Madam Duciar tenders 


I do not object it as an Improbahility that the Horns 


1 5 of ſixteen Palms each; but that chis would be an extra- 
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1 RSE 144. This, by the Greek fin, the emen bends] 
The Poet having held 1 us thro the foregoing Book in Expec- 
tation of a Peace, makes the Conditions be. here broken af- 
ter ſuch a manner, as ſhould oblige the Greeks to act thro 
the War with that irreconcileable Fury 'which-affords him the 

Opportunity of exerting the full Fire of his own! Genius. The 

Shot of Pandarus being therefore of ſuch Conſequence (and 


it was thought fit not to paſs it over in a few Wards, like 
the Flight of every common Arrow, but to give it a Deſcrip | 
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he Grind it wih a Train of Circumſtabsts; the Hiſtory 
of the Bow, the bending it, che covering - Pandas with 
| the Choice of :the-Artow; the Pra yer and Poſture 
2 of the Shooter; the Sound af 4he Htring, and Flight of che 
5 Shaft; all moſt beautifully, aud liwelily painted it may be 


_ obſervid:too; how TI to expatiate /in"theſe = 
: Partiealars ; whit the Arraics being oy'd, and o 


; „he Poet and His: ee. gen Baseler: tobe 
f Speitators of 2ſingle-and-deliberate- Aten I atink it 
; will be dllow'd that the little Giroumftanoes which are ſoine- 
; Beauty in cis Place. Vigil has not fail dees arg ue and 
3 vl I ny n anten 15d! 
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"Ds Mowatt Threiſea /agittan n, Br eich 

Depromfit pharetra, cornuque in fenſa tetendit, 

Et duxit longe, donec curuuta coirent © 

Inter ce capita, & manibus jam tangeret equis, | 

* TLuxa aciem ferri, dextra eee eee N 

Y  Extemplo teli flridorem auraſque fonantes : 
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Vader 2600 Pallas ge 8 di its | fared) Deut 
the Weapen-—-} For he only:dgfigned, by all this Action, 
to encteaſe the Glory of the Greats in the taking of Trey: 
Vet ſome — have: been fo 4 as t wonder: 
that Pallas ſhould be employ d firſt in the i ee en 
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diverſify his Subject, but a very exact one in its kind, and 
correſponding in all its Parts. The Care of the 'Goddeſy 
the unſuſpecting Security of Menelaus, the eaſe with which! 
ſhe diverts the Danger, and the Danger itſelf, are all included 
in this ſhort Compaſs. To which it may be added, that if 
the Providence of heavenly Powers to their Creatures is p 
expreſt by the Love of a Mother to her Child, if Men in 
regard to them are but as Heedleſs ſleeping Infants, and if WM 
thoſe Dangers which may ſeem great to us, are by them as” 
eaſily warded off as the Simile implies; there will appear 
ſomething ſublime in this Conception, however little or low 
the Image may be thought at firſt-fight in reſpect to a Heroe. 
A higher Compariſon would but have tended to leſſen the Diſ- 
parity between the Gods and Man, and the ed of the 
Simile had been loſt, as well as the Grandeur of the Sentiment. 
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VI RSE 170. As when ſome lately Trappings, &c.\| Some 
have judg'd the Circumſtances in this Simile to be ſuperflu- 
ous, and think it foreign to the Purpoſe to take notice that 
this Ivory was intended for the Boſſes of a Bridle, was laid 
up for a Prince, or that a Woman of Caria or Meonia dy d 
it. Euftathius was of a different Opinion, who extols this 
Paflage for the Variety it preſents, and the Learning it 
includes: We learn from hence that the Lydians and Carians 
were famous in the farſt Times for their ſtaining in Purple, 
and that the Women excell'd in Works of Ivory: As alſo that 
there were certain Ornaments which only Kings and- Princes 
were priviledg d to wear. But without having recourſe to 
Antiquities to juſtify this Particular, it may be alledg d, that 
the Simile does not conſiſt barely in the Colours; It was but 
little to tell us, that the Blood of Menelaus appearing on the 
Whiteneſs of his Skin, vyed with the purpled Ivory ; but this 
implies that the honourable Wounds of a Heroe are the _ 
VAIL | | Tee tiful 
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tiful Dreſs of War, and became him as much as the moſt 
gallant Ornaments in which he takes the Field. Virgil, tis 
true, has omitted . Cine in his ten bf this: 
n r 12. (9 nee be 1 00 i ddt 28 
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But in chis he zien ooiy fon himſelf, and does 8 
Homer. It was by no means proper that his Ivory ſhould, 
have been a Piece of martial Accoutrement, when be apply d 
it ſo differently, transferring it ! the Wounds of a enge 
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Verner 177. uh I e Thigh] Homer is very 
particular here, in giving the Picture of the Blood running 
in a long Trace, lower ee as ne appear om the 
Wars eee i of) poor. vod aint a: | 
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thought. gat to mention every one of 


theſe "Bag firſt the Thig b, then the Leg Far the Foot, 
which might be tedious i in "Bagh ſh: . 5 oh 
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Vern 186, 05 dear as Life, Nc.) This Incident of th 
Wound of Menelaus gives occafion to Homer to draw a . 
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Objettatios. an the Fan Book e 
Deficription of frater nal Lobe im Agaizeamnon.” ” On: the fir 
ſight of it, he ic ſtruek with Amate and Confokon, and mow 
breaks out in Tenderneſs and Grieſ. He firſt acruſes himſelii 
as the Cauſe of this Misfortune, by having con ſemedt to . 
poſe his Brother to the ſingle Combate, which had drawn on 
Conſequence. Next he inveighs againſt the Trojans 
in general for their Perfidiouſneſs, as not yet knowing it was 
the Act of Pandarus only. He then comforts himſelf with the 
Confidence that the Gods will revenge him wpors Trvy $i but 
doubts by what Hands chis Puniſhmene may be inflicted, ac 


fearing the Death of Menelaus will force the Greeks to return 


with Shame to their Country. There is tio Contradic- 
tion in all this, but on the other ſide a great deal ef Nature 
in the confuſed Sentiments of Agamemnom on the occaſion, 
as they are very well explained by Spondanus. 
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Versz 212. While ſome proud Trojan, Gen] Agaminmon' 
here calls to mind how, upon the Death of his Brother the 
ineffectual Preparations and Actions againſt Troy muſt become 
a Deriſion to the World. Thie m in its on Nature a very 
irritating Sentiment, tho'' it were never fo careleſly expreſt; 
but the Poet has found out a peculiar Air of Aggravation, in 
making him bring all the Conſequences before” his Eyes, in 
a Picture of their Trojan Enemies gathering round the Tomb 
of the unhappy Menelaus, elated wich Pride, "infalting the 
Dead, and - throwing out difd4itifel Expreſſions and Curics 
againſt Him afiq His Family; There is Hothiug Which" could 
more effectually repreſent a State of Anguiſh, thaff t draw 
ing ſuch an Image as this, which ſhews a Man increaſing his 
preſent Unhappineſs by the Profpet of a future Train of Miſ- 
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VIA 224d, ohm hy orgs ih ii armth o Brecot abate) 
in garen, Hennen has ſhewn an Example of a tender; Na- 
ture nv raternal Affection, and now in Menelaus he gives 
us one of a gengrons warlike, Patience and, Prelenge of 
He ſpeaks, Ot his. on Caſe with no other Regard, but as this 
Acrident ol «<þis-Woynd, 
the Soldiers; and exhorts the General to heware of dejecting 
their Spirit from the Proſecution of the War. Spend. 
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Pandarus was mae by Order of the Generals, 
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ſtruction if the Enemy ſhould burn cheir Ships. After this he flies 
from Rank to Raft, applying hitnſelf to each Ally with par- 
ticular Artifice: He careſſes Idomeneus as an old F e who 
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Part of this Book, we ſee all the Spirit, Art, and EE", of 


a compleat General; togerher With the proper Character of 
thoſe Leaders whom he incites. Agamemnon conſiders at 


this ſudden Exjpence; that he'{hould Gieſt-addrefs hithlelf to 


all in general; he” divides his Diſccurſe to che Brabe und the 
Fearful} uſin Arguments which ariſe from Confidence er 
Deſpair Paſſions Which act upon us moſt» foreibly: Toothe 


Brave, he urges their ſecure Hopes of Concqueſt ſibee the Godb 


muſt- puniſh'Perjurys, to the Thmordus their inevitable De- 


had promiſed not to forſake Hi; and meets with an Anſwer 


in that Hero's true Character, ſhort, honeſt, hearty, and 
Soldier like. He praiſes the Zaxes as Warriors whoſe Exam- 


ples fired the Army; and is received by them without arly 
Reply, \as they were 'Men'who did dr profeſs Speaking. Te 
paſſes next to Meſtor, whom he finds talking to his Soldiers 
as he marſhal d them ; bent he was not to part — a 


former Oe 
From Hence 15 1 0 e 175 175 landen from 


the Place of Action; where he finds Meneftheus and Ulyſſes, 


not igtirely unprep ar d, nor yet in Motion, as being ig norant of 

what had h Appen“ A. Goo He rep Sr roves Ube for. this,, With 
Words e oY the Hy be is in, CR receives an An- 
Iver which ſuits 5 11 7 5 the twofold Character 185 a wiſe 
and a valiant Man: Hereupon Aramennon appears preſent; to 


himſelf, and excuſes his haſty Expreſſions. The next he meets 


is Diomed, whom he allo rebukes for Backwardneſs but af- 


ter another manner, by ſetting” before him the Example of 
his Father. Thus is Agamemnom introduced, praiſing, terri- 


ſying, exhorti ting, blamin 7 excuſiog himſelf, and again re- 


laphng in into . ff da Picture of A a great Mind in the 
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higheſt'] Amo Andi at ths fame: * — 8 1 0 
kept up, with a regard to tlie different Characters of tie Lea- 


ders, t ar re Thoughts are not tired "with" ronning ang 
with him over alf his Army. MAI e ee een , 
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| - 0 ne For this, in * The 8 uſually 
in n theibPeiſls divided to the'Gueſts by equal Portions, except 
when they took ſome particular: oo torſhew-Diftin&tion 
and give the Preference to any, one Petſon''” It was then 
look q upon as the higheſt Mark of Honour to be allotted the 
beſt Portion of Meat and -Wine, and to be allowed an Ex- 
emption from the Laws of the Feaſt, in drinking Wine un- 
min — anch withour Stint Thu Ouſtem was 2 5 More 
ancient than the time of the Trojan War, and we find it prac- 
tied in the Banquet given by Joſeph 40 his Brethren in 2 
n 43¹1 . ult. e u be ſent Meſſer ro nm 72 ore 
bim, but ' Benjanin's Moe" was For tine el, ar” ty: 7 
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This is the Prince whom Homer chiefly celebrates for mar- 
tial Diſcipline, of the reſt he is content to lay they were va- 
liant and ready to fight: The Years; long Ohſervation and 
Experience of Neſtor render d him, the fitteſt Perſon to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed on this account. The Diſpoſition of his Troops 
in this Place (together with what he is made to ſay, that their 


| Fore 817 uſed the ſame Method) may be a Proof that the 
Art of War was Well known in "Greece before the Time of 


Homer. Nor indeed cam it be iagined otherwiſe, i in an Age 
when mw the World) rage! their Acyuilitions by Force of Arms 
on * r moſt to be wWender'd at, is, that * had 
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were no Horſemen till near the Time of Saul, threeſcore 
Vears after the Siage of Ty lo that althe Cavalry wete in 
uſe in Hamer s Days, ytt ha thought hithſelf obligedi46! re- 
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This Artifice, of placing . thoſe Met, whoſe. Behaviour was 
molt to be doubted, in the middle, (ſo as t put them under 


a, neceſſity. of cogaging. even againſt cheir / Inclinations) was 
denen Hannibal in the, Battel v bene eee 
and praiſed by Polybius, who quotes this Ve 


ſion in Acknowledgement of Homer's Skill in military Diſcipline. 


That our Author was the fitſt Maſter of that Art in Greece 

is the Opinion of Ælian, Trafic. c. 1. Frontinus gives us ano- 
ther Example df Herba King of Epiru following;this In- 
ſtruction/of Hauer. (i Hide Stratagcilili a. cg. S umiduus 
Marcellinus l. 14. Iinperaton caterwis peditrum infinmi , medium 
inter acies Jpasiuy ſecundum Homericam diſpaſiuionam, prik- 
frat) oat front or amid baba waghy to 5ocvtrogutd 
r - anuoms' oils no) tad)urgnlh”” 
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ways two Perſons, one of whom only foalglits che othen was 
wholly employ'd in managing the Horſes. Madam Dacie- 
in her excellent Preface to Hemer is of Opinion, that there 


rd the Cuſtoms} of the Age lof whichrhe writ; rather tian 
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But Criticks;:ita be thought learned, attribute to the Poet: all 
the Random Senſes that amuſe them, and imagine the A in 


Language can expreſs ; ſo are oftentimes. e N 55 
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er and . 5 hour: w Lk not yet in 
Motion. Tho another may be added in reſp ect to the for- 


mer, that i it did not conſiſt with the Wiſdom = Ubſes to fall 
on with, his Forces till he was; well aſſured. Tho Courage 
be no inconſiderable e Part 3 Chara cter, yet it is always 


join d with great Caution. hus we ſee him ſoon after in 
the very Heat of a Battel, when his Friend was juſt ſlain be- 


fore his Eyes, firſt looking ah At, him, before 
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VERSE 431. Lau him once, FR Kc =] This tang Nat 
ration concerning the Hiſtor of Tydeus,, i is not of. the ature 


of thoſe for which Homer has been blam'd wit ſome C lour 
of Juſtice : : It is not a cold Story but a warm deprogf, while 


the iculariling the Actions of the Father is made the 
highe Incentive to the 8on. Accordingly. the Aic "of this 
Speech ought to be inſpitited above. the com mon Narrative 
Style. As, for the Story. itſelf, it is bach told | by Starids in 
the ſecond oF. of the Thebais, . e ee 
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« with 'Boaſting-and Lnſoleice: | It is here wortli es 6 


« in hat manner anenmon behaves himſelf; ke 
« Sthenelus without affording) a 

« when Ulyſe: teftifiy'& hid Reſciitinent, Be 5 Te- 
« turn'd him an AlN" For ds it is" a mean and Krvile 
« thing, and unbecoming the Majc y 'of a Prince, to make 
« Apologies to every Mag in Juſtiheatipn of what he Has 2 
« or donie; ſo to treat all Men with Squal Negléct is mer 
« Pride Wa exceſs of Tolle 8K ſee Af Pibmed; that 
« tho' he refrains from ſpeak in this Place pen the 
« Time: demanded Action; de brech expreſſes e 
in ſuch a manner; as" ſhews him not to Ne been inſenſi- 
« ble of this unjoſt Rebuke * (ar in ths 2ont$" Bot) When 
« tells the Kink: he was the e daa e TRE 
60 eſt with want of Courage.” 2 War f reading tt rhe . 
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Vid . We e Theban Wall]; The fiſt 
heb War, of which amenmon ſpoke in the — 
Lines, was ſeven and twenty Vears before the War of Troy. 


Sthenelus here ſpeaks of the ſecond Theban War, which — — 


pen'd- ten Vears after the firſt: When the 8ons of the Go 
Captains conquer'd the City, before which their Fathers were 
deſtroyed. *Tydehs expired gnawing the Head of his Ene- 

my, and Capaneus was Thunder: ſtruck a peed. 
Jupiter” 15 id. K ae . 
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Ne ee eee Streſs fo much upon this 
nee, as upon the ſame. Mares aſlaulinga Rock, 
1 7 themſelves), 45 0 its Head, and, Seringt it th Foam | 
a5, che Trophy, of bei, Ficker ds, e press ity Fug to 
this id may. de anſwer d. that PROM Greeks get. the 
better. in. this. Battel, nor will 15 Compariſon be allowed in- 
tirely beautiful, which ing illuſtrating: its Subject, ſtands 
el in need of ſo much, Whuſtration.;and Refinement,,to, be 
2 to, agree with it. Thel Paſlage, naturally, bears, this 
e. Atablan, upon che riſing dl, be in indy. the Ii, avartell 
after, one another to #be Shore, 3 at ft there is a; di/tart Mation 
in the Sea, then they. approach 20 break with, MMoiſe on (the 
Strand, Fas abs ly e, gvern\the Recks; and toſs. their 
Foam above. their, legal :.:S0. 7 e Greeks, at fort, marched in 
order ane after. another. ſlently; to, the Fight+--Where the Poet 
breaks off from, proſecuting the Compariſan, and by a Pro- 


lepſis, leaves the Reader to carty it on; and image to him- 
ſelf the future Tumult, Rage, and Force of the Battel, in 
8 to that Silence in which he deſcribes the IJ roops 
preſent, in the Lines immediately enſuing.” What con- 
5 this Expoſition! is, that Virgil has wude uſe of this Simile 
in the bang Senſe inthe ſerepaþ Foo, i bas u l wow nel 
ide eee bac aids 10 2A a1977 ene 
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VERSE 479. A when the Winds, &e.] This | is che. firſt 
Battel in Homer, and it is worthy Obſervation with what 
Grandeur it is dęſoribedꝭ and raiſed \by one Circumſtance 
abqye another, 1 till.,all 1 1855 invovled in Horrot Fand Tumult: | 
foregoing Mugla of the Winds, riſing hy degrees into 


general ian [mage of, he Frog ible one Spi- 
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| rit in Wenn we ſee I an ta Army | 4 
. moving in order, and ate amus d with the Pomp and Silence, — _ 
* then waken d with the Noiſe and Glamour; 185 they join, | - 
5 the adverſe Gods are let domn among them; the Imaginary ; | 
. Petſons of Terror, lights U Diſcord facened to re-inforce. chem; e 

8 then all is undiſtin 2 * Fury, and a Confuſion of Horrors, 
5 only that at 7 Openings we behold the 1 Deaths 
of ſeveral Be ang. ne are. involy.d again. in the ame 
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1 juſtly: be apply d to \ the vaſt Reach and Eleyation of the Ge 
2 nins of Homer. But Menſ. Boxleau informs. us that ——— 
the Quotation nor theſe Words were in the O of L 
Linus, but partly inſerted by Gabriel de Perra. 
beſt Pans is, that Virgil has taken it word for —_— | 
and en dit io the Peron 7 — 2 ey: f 16 TS? | i 
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_ univerſal, is Fame no longer but becomes Knowledge and 


for it, i 


Obſervittions\ on \the Fourth -Bubk) 


in bis Imitation of Homer, and biings theſe Reaſons! for his 
Opinion. Homer repreſents Diſcord : to riſe from ſmall be- 
ginnings, and afterwards in her Encreaſe to reach the Hea- 
vens: Virgi 1 has ſaid this of Fume, but not with equal Pro- 
priety; The the! Subjects are vety different. "Diſcord tho it 
reaches to War and Devaſtation, f is till Diſcord; nor ceaſes 
to be what it was at firſt. But Fame, when it grows to be 


Certainty. For who calls any thing Fame, which is known 
from Earth to Heaven? Nor has Virgil equal'd the Strength 


of Homer's Hyperbole, for one ſpeaks of Heaven, the other 


only of the Clouds, Macrob. Stat. J. 5. c. 13. Scaliger is 
very NY at this laſt Period, and by miſtake. blames Gellius 
whom there is no ſuch thing. His Words are ſo 
inflently doginatical, that barely to quote them is to anſwer 
them, and the only Anſwer which ſuch a Spirit of Criticiſm 
deſeryt, Clamani quod Maro de Fama dixit eam inter nubila 
caput condere,” eum tamen Homerus unde ipſe acrepit, in — 
caput Eridis conſtituit. Jam tibi pro me reſpondeo. 


Jum imi ratus, nolo imitar# : non placet, non eft verum, * 
tionem ponere caput in cœlb. Ridiculum e, Aae, en Hor 
'mericum eſt, Græculum et." Poetic: I. 5. c. 3. 


This fine Verſe was alſo criticiz d by Monf. Peruult, wie 


accuſes it as a fore d and extravagant Hyperbole. M. Boileau 


anſwers, that Hyperboles as ſtrong are daily uſed even in 
common Diſcourſe, and that nothing is in effect more ſtrictly 


true than that Diſcord reigns over a 7 the Earth, and in Hea- 


ven itſelf, that is to ſay, among the Gods of Homer. It is 


I Eiben in dhe Lau, * the impious Man 


not (entindes this excellent Eritick) the Deſcription of a 
Giant, as this Cenſor would pretend, but a juft Allegory; 


and as he makes Diſe tord an yy rica] Perfon, ſhe may be of 


"What: Size he pleaſes abe i Ing us; fince it is lar we 


 repatd only © an Idea ant Creiture of the Fancy, and not 

1 "maaterial Subſtance that bas any Being in Nature. The 
is lifted up as 

W e, 
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a Cedar of Libanus, does by no means imply that the impi- 
ous Man was a Giant as tall as the Cedar. Thus far Boileau; 
and upon the whole we may obſerve, that it ſeems not only 
the Fate of great Genius s to have met with the moſt malip- 
nant Criticks, but of the fineſt and nobleſt Paſſages in them 
to have been particularly pitch'd upon for impertinent Cri- 
ticiſms. Theſe are the divine Boldneſſes which in their 
very Nature provoke Ignorance and Short ſightedneſs to ſhew 
themſelves ; and which whoever is capable of. attaining, muſt 
alſo certainly know, that 12 1 215 wy attack q wp? LY m 
cannot reach chem. * as 
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Ven RSE 509. New Shield with Shield, &c.] The Verte 

which follow in the Original are perhaps excell'd by none in 

Homer; and that he had himſelf a particular Fondneſs for 

them, may be imagin'd from his inſerting them agaitf"in the 

ſame Werds in the eighth. n "P 1 0 are very happily 
imitated 27 — — * eee e u 366 
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Obſervations" on the Fourth Bet 


The word populatus here has a Beauty which one af be in- 
ſenſible not to obſerve. Scaliger prefers Virgil, and Ma- 
crobius Hamers, without any Reaſons on either fide, but only 


one Critick's poſitive Word "OR EI 8. LO peter 
may Juden hetween them. | | 


FT 


XXXV. 


VSE 523. The bold Antilochus.] 3 the Son of 

Neſtor is the firſt who begins the Engagement. It ſeems as 
if the old Hero having done the greateſt Service he was ca- 
pable of at his Vears, in diſpoſing the Troops in the beſt or- 
der (as we have ſeen before) 1 had taken care to ſet his Son at 


the Head of them, t to give him the hey of GP the 
Battel. 


yo XXXVI. 


Vue 540. As d er their 5 e Madan je.) 
This ſhort Compariſan in the Greek conſiſts only "age! 
Words, Aunel &, which Scaliger obſerves upon as too a 
But may it not be anſwer'd that ſuch a Place as this, where 
all things are in Conſuſion, ſeems not to admit of any Si- 
mile, except of one Which ſcarce exceeds a Metaphor in 
Length ? When two Heroes are engag'd, there is a plain 
View to be given us of their Actions, and there a long Si- 
mile may be of uſe, to raiſe and enliven them by parallel 
Circumſtances; but when the. Troops fall in; pramiſcuouſly 
upon one another, the Goncluſion excludes diſtinct or parti- 
ticular Images, leere vue Compariſons of any Length 
would be leſs natural. 113 
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p Vuugn 542. 1 oben af Tauili fair: Simoiſius fall.] This 
Prince receiv'd his Na me e the River Simoit on whoſe 
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Comely 
the Body, of. Simaifius 1 7 21 as he ay dead; uon the Bank 
all, with a fair, Head. of Hair, 


meant; to 


Banks he was bord. It was the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Peo- 
ple to give Names to their Children deri d from the moſt 
remarkable Accidents of their Birth. The holy Scripture is 
full of Examples of this kind: At it alſo 2 the Old 
Teſtament to compare Princes to Trees, Cedars, &c. as K. 
moiſius is here reſembled to a Poplar: © Dacier. | 
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Names 5524 Se fall a Þ oplar.] Eebocbiu 10 Maris 

baten to this Simile that bag V . whe, nog n 
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4 5 ne antiquar aa. MT oh 
Cum ferro acciſan erebriſgue bipennibus inſtant 


Et tremefacta comam concuſſo vertice nutat; 
LVulneribus donec paulatim evita ſupremum 


Congemuit, traxitgue fugis evulſa ruinam. 


Eruere agricelzcertatim,; illa Dee oe 55 5 kj 


379 


Mr. Hobbes, in the Preface to his Tranſlation of Homer has 


diſcours'd, upon this, Occaſion Pars Judiciondy, . Homer (ſays 
he) intended no more in this Place than to-ſhew,bow 


ca Sn ſtrait and 


S A fftrait and bigh Poplar with Ne Boughs till. an; 
and* not at all to "dekeribe the manner of his. falling, whidb 


of; 


(when a Man is wounded thro the Breaſt, as he was with a 


Spear) is always ſudden... Viil's is the Deſcription of a great 
Tree falling when many Men together hew it down. He 


mon in long War, Was thereby wea- 
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compite the manner ham La after many -Battels, 

and aſter the. Loſs of many Oities, oanquer d by che many 
Natians under 
ken d, And st ld overthrown; with hagtkat Tree hewn round 
aboutz and then falling byditdeabd ule leifercly;:Socthat 
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Obſervation on The Fourth «Book 
be compared topether. ; The Image of a Man lying on the 
Ground is one thing; the Image of falling (eſpecially of 4 
Kingdom) is another. This therefore gives no Advantage 
to Virgil over Homer. Thas Mr. Hine 
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VersE 585. But Phoabus'zow!] Homer here introduces 
Apollo on the fide of the Trojans : He had given them the 
Aſſiſtance of Mars at the beginning of this Battel; but 
Mars (which ſignifies Courage without Conduct) proving 
too weak to reſiſt Minerva (or Courage with Conduct) which 
the Poet repreſents as conſtantly aiding his Greeks; they 
want ſome prudent Management to rally them again: He 
therefore brings in a Viſdom to aſſiſt Mars, under the Ap- 


Pearance of Apollo, © nl 
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' V-xs+ 592. Achilles fights no ore.] Homer from time to 
time puts his Readers in mind of Achilles, during his Abſence 
from the War; and finds occaſions of celebrating his Valour 
with the higheſt Praiſes.” There cannot be à greater Encb- 
have notliing 90 fear, finbe heller fights ho Jo 
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PxXSE 630. Haul n nabe Chief} The turning off in 
this Place from the Actions Gf the Field, to repreſent to us a 
Man with Security aid Culmneſe walking thro' it, without 
being able to reprehend any thing in the whole Actiom; this 
is not only à fine Praiſe of h- Buttel, but us it vere u Breath- 
ing - place to the Poetical: Spirit * 
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| Obſervations on the Fourth Book & 3887 


1 rapidly run along with the Heat of the Engagement: He 5 
= ſeems like one who having got over a Part of his Journey, 84 
A ſtops upon an Eminence to look back upon the Space he has | | 
. paſs d and concludes the Book with an agreeable Pauſe or 
= Reſpite. | ee i | 
8 The Reader will excuſe our taking notice of ſuch a Trifle, 
„ as that it was an old Superſtition, that this fourth Book of 
i the Jliad being laid under the Head, was a Cure for the 
2 Quartan Ague. Serenus Sammonicus, a celebrated Phyſician 
* in the time of the younger Gordian, and Preceptor to that 
= Emperor, has gravely preſcrib'd it among other Receipts in 
4 his medicinal Precepts, Præc. 50. 
; Mzonie Tliades quartum ſuppone timenti. 5 
1 believe it will be found a true Obſervation, that there ne- 
ver was any thing ſo abſurd or ridiculous, but has at one 
time or other been written even by ſome Author of Reputa- 
tion: A Reflection it may not be improper for Writers to 
make, as being at once ſome Mortification to their Vanity, ; 
and ſome Comfort to their Infirmity, BR 
; * y 
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